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Newly restored depot in Geraldine, MT. Tom Norman’s car in the lead. Photo by Jim Spicer
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for the Sept./Oct. issue of

SETOFF
by August 15

as follows:

Classified Ads
Excursion Announcements
Letters to the Editor
All other materials
Photos

Charlene Morvay
17825 Route 8
Union City, PA  16438
setoff@juno.net

President’s
Message

The Summer is finally here and we
are having great reports of in-
cident free runs at many loca-
tions in the United States and
Canada. Operators around the
country have signed up on
short notice as Excursion Coor-
dinators have scrambled to put
together runs for us in 2005.
Unfortunately a few runs have
had to be canceled due lack of
time for everyone to arrange
their schedules. By now, all that should be behind us and operators
and Excursion Coordinators can take a deep breath and concentrate
on having safe, trouble-free runs.

A personal experience with my MT-19A’s chain coming off the rear
sprocket prompts me to mention the need for routine maintenance.
Not just the appropriate changes of oil, lubrication, and spark plug
changes, but the need to get out and get underneath and check fas-
teners and wear points. In my case, the two bolts holding one half
the rear sprocket had begun to loosen and the resulting wobble caused
the chain to jump off the sprocket. Being on a work party, I had time
to investigate, locate the problem, and fix the issue by tightening the
bolts. And the chain stayed on the next two days. This led me to
investigate further upon arriving home and, to my surprise, I found
the bolts loose again. Not only had I tightened them, but a friend
with extensive mechanical experience set them even tighter. So why
did they loosen? That is still a mystery to me. My solution was to
replace the entire chain system (single 50 pitch) with a double 40
pitch sprocket and chain set including all new bolts. This time I used
steel with steel stop nuts. I believe they are known in fastener trade
as Stover Nuts. After 35 miles of running they are still tight, and I
have the added security of a double chain. Incidentally the car runs
quieter and smoother than it ever has run.

Stay alert to both front and rear distances while operating. Help your-
self and the Association secure future years insurance by operating
safely on all railroads.

The Annual Meeting is scheduled for September 23 & 24, 2005, at
The Wyndham Hotel at Chicago’s O’Hare Airport. All members are
invited to attend. The meetings are held between 9:00 a.m. – 5:00
p.m. both days. Please contact your Area Representative if you are
coming so we can have an appropriate amount of space for all at-
tendees.

Best regards and safe running,

C. Patrick (Pat) Coleman
President
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Submitting Materials
for Publication

Materials received by the 15th of Feb-
ruary, April, June, August, October or
December will appear in the following
two-month issue, subject to editing for
space. Include email address or phone
number.

Submit hard copy, photos or .jpeg im-
ages, clearly labeled as to subject and
photographer.

Electronic submissions are preferred
for text.

We cannot reprint copyrighted mate-
rial without authorization. Include per-
mission to reprint with all copyrighted
materials.

Originals are archived, not returned.

Letters to the Editor must be signed
and include email address or phone
number for authentication. “Name
withheld upon request” may be sub-
stituted when the letter is published.
All such letters will be printed as dis-
cussed in the NARCOA policy book.

  SETOFF
Volume 19 Number 4

Editor Charlene Morvay
17825 Route 8
Union City, PA 16438
setoff@juno.net

Publisher Ernie Jeschke
4106 N. Adrian Hwy.
Adrian,  MI  49221
ejeske@tc3net.com

NARCOA Joel Williams
Membership Box 802

Lock Haven, PA  17745
joel.williams@
earthlink.net

The SETOFF is the official publication
of the North American Railcar Opera-
tors Association (NARCOA) and is pub-
lished bimonthly to promote safe op-
eration of railroad motorcars, and to
encourage fellowship and exchange of
information among motorcar enthusi-
asts. Membership in NARCOA, which
includes a subscription to The SETOFF,
is $24 per year and is available from
Membership Secretary Joel Williams at
the above address.

Visit NARCOA’s Website at:
http://www.narcoa.org

INSPECTION TOOLS

Wheel profiles are $6.00 plus $4.25 for shipping;  wheel
calipers are $10.00 plus $5.65 for shipping. You can purchase
both for $20.00 (includes shipping).

The wheel profile is necessary to determine whether the wheel
is flat. Often the wheel is very thin in the flange area and the
profile will show that. It will show any wear that the wheel
has between the flange and the flat section of the wheel.

The gauge is necessary to determine whether there is enough
thickness in the flange area to give a safe ride.  NARCOA
rules say that you must have at least 1/8" throughout the
wheel to have a safe wheel. However, this does not guaran-
tee that you will not “hunt” on the rails if you have a wheel
that is flat or has no profile.

To order these inspection tools, contact (please make
checks payable to NARCOA):

Hank Brown
622 Oak Street
Cottage Grove  WI  53527
Tel: (608) 839-4939

email: wildernesstours@charter.net
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Letters To
The Editor

Do you have a comment, sug-
gestion, or complaint? Here’s
the place to air it.

Send your input to:

       setoff@juno.com

Please put LETTERS in the
subject line.

NOTE: Any views expressed
or implied in this column are
not those of the editor.

REMINDER: To submit pho-
tos and articles electronically,
please reduce the size (from
megabytes to kilobytes). My
old country phone lines will
not handle big files.

ALTERNATIVE: Burn a CD
and snail-mail it to:

Charlene Morvay
17825 Route 8
Union City, PA 16438

K

NEW EMAIL ADDRESS for The SETOFF

Please address all future communications for The SETOFF to:

setoff@juno.com

Thanks to Tom Norman

I have always been told that if Lloyds of London couldn’t insure it, it
couldn’t be insured. I am sure glad that Tom Norman and the others
that worked so hard to obtain our new insurance policy did not be-
lieve that old adage. My hat is off to them for the fine work that they
do to keep this a fun hobby for all of us. I haven’t been around for a
very long time but I know I sure enjoy my time on the rails and be-
cause of them it can continue for a while longer!

Jim Hopkins
405 St. Paul Rd.
Easley, SC 29642
bmrmakr@bellsouth.net

Tom Norman exiting Judith River Bridge on Central Montana Rail
in Montana. Photo by Jim Spicer
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continued . . .

About Your NARCOA Membership
by Joel Williams, Membership Secretary

We’ve had a real interesting beginning of the year with the insurance being late and some folks not
knowing when to renew their memberships. I realized this would be a good time to put out some
information on the membership renewal process.

If you need to know anything about your membership, contact me. My email is
joel.williams@earthlink.net. Phone (570) 893-1610. I don’t mind the calls and will be happy to talk
with you. You can also contact me at: NARCOA, Box 802, Lock Haven, PA 17745. Please include your
name and address. NARCOA is large enough to have a number of people with the same name. Don’t
contact Charlene Morvay. She is our SETOFF Editor and has nothing to do with the memberships.
Neither does Don Pomplun, as he handles the Roster listings. My name can always be found in The
SETOFF, on the third page under The SETOFF Volume and Number panel; it’s also listed on the back
page under Area 2 Director.

Not sure when you should renew your membership? We send out renewal notices in The SETOFF
when it’s your time to renew. These are printed with your individual information. Two notices are
sent in successive SETOFFs, so nobody should miss the notice. You can renew for more than one year
if you like. Memberships run from the date you become a member; not the exact date, but the two-
month period of the current SETOFF issue. You will always get six issues of The SETOFF with a
year’s membership.

If you renew when you send in your insurance, that’s ok. Tom Norman and I are in constant elec-
tronic contact as to membership renewal dates, insurance, and new members. Since you must be a
member to advertise in The SETOFF, or have listings on our website, I keep our webmaster and
SETOFF editor updated on the membership. You also must be a member to be listed in the roster or
receive a copy of the roster so Don Pomplun is also updated. If you apply for a new membership and
then the next day send an email asking to be on the web or roster you may be rejected until the
membership is received and updates are sent. So be patient, things will fall into place.

Your membership information is kept confidential and is not given away or sold. It is kept within the
NARCOA membership domain and used only to send excursion notices, or for other club activities.
There are non-members who sometimes want to be listed on the web, want to advertise, or want
access to email addresses. They are checked against the membership list and rejected when it is
found they are not members.

Has your address changed? Please let us know. Sometimes your address changes even when you
didn’t move. Don’t forget to tell us about that. You can mail or email the address change. We do
request address corrections from the Post Office, but that doesn’t always work, especially when
people don’t notify the Post Office. With every issue of The SETOFF sent out, I get some returned for
such things as: “Forwarding Expired”,  “Moved, left no address”. Even though we ask for address
corrections from the Post Office, that doesn’t work outside of the U.S.

Your cancelled check for your renewal has not been returned and you think it may be missing.
Checks I receive are sent to our treasurer in monthly batches to be cashed. It may take a little longer
to see that cancelled check, so give it sufficient time to clear your financial institution. A national
organization such as NARCOA has volunteers all over the country. It would be nice to have every-
thing at one location, but that would be too much work for one individual. One of the things that
makes NARCOA strong is the many volunteers we have. That also leads to confusion when one has
to send information to so many different places. This is regrettable but definitely better than an
organization run by only a few. Those groups have a tendency to die out after a while.
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Where is my membership card? We stopped sending out membership cards more than ten years
ago. Since we have operator cards and insurance cards, a third card didn’t seem worthwhile. I men-
tioned in a previous paragraph that those who need to know (Tom Norman, Don Pomplun, etc.) are
kept updated as to membership. Showing a membership card to an excursion coordinator isn’t nec-
essary since coordinators have the latest insurance information available to them and can check it
before going to a meet.

If you have sent in your renewal and then get a renewal notice, don’t get upset. Sometimes these
things pass in the mail. It takes about two weeks from the time I send the mailing labels and renewal
notices to our printer until you get The SETOFF. There is probably no need to write me a letter telling
me you have paid. If you don’t get your copy of The SETOFF for some reason, I’ll make sure any
problems are corrected. There are times when the post office fails to deliver The SETOFF. If you don’t
get yours in a reasonable time, please let me know. I can send another one out. Don’t contact our
printer, or The SETOFF editor, as I am the only one with the extra copies.

I hope I’ve offered some useful information about your membership. If there are other aspects of
NARCOA that you would like see articles about, please send me some suggestions.

About Your NARCOA Membership ... cont’d.

Nesting eagles along the Potomac River are seen on the South Branch excursion in May, 2005.
Photo by Charlie Morvay
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From The Director’s Desk
Area 3 (IN, Lower MI, OH)

by Bruce Carpenter

We’re getting off to a SLOW start in Area #3 this year. The Whitewater Valley and Indiana Transpor-
tation Excursion have been cancelled due to low participation. Dave Verzi’s July 4th weekend is shap-
ing up, but again, painfully slow.

Special Note to Operators: Get your Excursion registrations in EARLY if you want to ride. Don’t
wait until the last minute!

The insurance process normally takes two to four weeks to get the insurance papers sent to the
railroads, get railroad approval, forwarded to the area insurance coordinator to complete the process
and return the form. In the case on the WWV / ITM weekend, there was about a half-dozen operators
that wanted to sign up at the last minute. The decision to continue or to cancel needs to happen about
four weeks prior to the excursion date. Just something to keep in mind when considering registering
for an excursion.

Please check the Great Lakes and Ohio Valley excursion calendars often for updates!

Beyond Area #3 Happenings
Something to consider – keep the car behind you in sight? YES!
After attending 18 excursions last year, I noticed one common problem. In the event of a breakdown
(which occurred at almost each run), the group ahead of the breakdown always left the group behind
the breakdown in the dust!

Most excursion coordinators state before each run, “keep the car in front of you in sight”, and most
operators will try to do this at almost any cost. It’s nuts! Is this really the way to conduct an excursion
safely? I thought so, for years, but now, I’m not so sure. All this accomplishes is the “crazy mad
dash” to catch up to the rest of the group after the break down is remedied. When this occurs, people
often increase speeds, regardless of track conditions, reduce or quit flagging and use less caution
at grade crossings, often with a car in tow.

Basically, it becomes a situation of “how fast can we go to catch the rest of the group”, and for what?
Usually, just to stop somewhere else! The person involved in the breakdown already feels like he or
she is under the gun. Why add the pressure of catching up quickly or unsafely? We all know break-
downs can cause delays to the excursions, but I’d rather cover less track safely or break a schedule
than risk getting someone injured, just to catch up with the group.

Actually, to my way of thinking, if you kept the car behind you in sight, it would minimize delays
and gaps for breakdowns or slow operating cars. Say the car behind you breaks down, and you are
observant enough to stop within sight. The decision to hook-up and proceed is much easier to make
(since you’re there) on the spot. The delay is minimized, and the need to back up (with limited sight
distance) is eliminated. The car involved in the breakdown can be pushed to the car waiting to pull.
By the way, NEVER MAKE A REVERSE MOVEMENT WITHOUT EXPRESS PERMISSION FROM
THE EXCUSION COORDINATOR OR THE EXCURSION COORDINATOR’S DESIGNEE!

Coordinators, think this idea over. Give it a try at your next excursion. I’ve already practiced it, and
the time savings are unbelievable!

See you on the tracks!
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From The Director’s Desk
Area 4 (KY, NC, SC, TN, VA, WV)
by Tom Falicon
Area 4 Director

I hope all is going well for each of you out there in Area 4. Well, summer’s here! The grass is
brilliant green and seems to grow an inch each night. It’s an exciting time of year because
motorcar excursions are in full swing all over this great land of ours. It’s also the time of year
when every time I go out back to pick another component for a motorcar rebuild, I end up
having to fight a black snake or a copperhead for it. Today I was minding my own business,
measuring the frame of an old Fairmont crane for a new base plate, and a black snake didn’t
seem to like me hanging around “his” rail derrick. Out of the corner of my eye, I saw this
beast rear up and try to scare me off, but I paid good money for that derrick and, needless to
say, the snake was sent slithering away down the track to take up residence in another piece
of m.o.w. equipment. It’s funny how black snakes here in North Carolina love Fairmont parts
as much as I do!

At about every other excursion I attend, I’ve seen an example of what I’d like to talk about
today. Track speed.

When most of us are on an excursion, there is usually a car running in front of us that per-
forms the job of governing our speed. The excursion lead car is usually piloted by a host RR
employee or by an experienced NARCOA Excursion Coordinator that sets the safe pace for
the entire excursion. As long as each car keeps the car ahead and the car behind in sight,
proper track speed for the excursion can be maintained.

The problem I’ve seen arise is when the car running in front of a motorcar disappears out of
sight, and possibly has traveled a great distance away from the car behind it. The trailing car
then doesn’t have a reference as to what speed it should be traveling.

I’ve seen many new operators tend to overspeed and put themselves and their cars in jeop-
ardy of a crossing incident or a derailment due to excessive speed. Most of the time, this
higher speed is totally unintentional. Sometimes a new or inexperienced operator assumes
that his car can go fast over any type of rail, and sometimes finds out the hard way why the
excursion was running at a slower pace when the cars were within sight of each other.

When running at higher speeds, grade crossings and other hazards appear more rapidly,
and stopping for them is much more difficult. My point is to let you guys know that when
there is not a car visible in front of you, control your speed. You should still travel at the same
speed that the excursion coordinator had set at the begining of the meet. Timing mileposts or
installing a speedometer on your car will give you a speed reference for a time when you lose
the “pace car” in front of you.

Experience will come with time, and over the years you will be able to “read” the track
geometry and see the potential safety hazards that have determined your excursion’s initial
speed.

Have a great summer guys!
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From The Director’s Desk
Area 11 (AZ, CA, HI, NM, NV, UT)

by Pat Coleman

If you have web access, please take time to review the various web sites that provide run information.
With insurance being late in availability this year Excursion Coordinators have put some extra runs
in place with timing that doesn’t quite match past years.

While The SETOFF remains the official media for publication of runs, the short notice scheduling of
runs requires internet searches of web sites sponsored by NARCOA, local NARCOA affiliates and
other national railcar organizations.

Western Coast web sites are:

www.mowonline.org

www.pro-online.org

www.southwest-railcar.org

National web sites are:

www.narcoa.org

www.railspeeders.org.

Also a phone call to known Excursion Coordinators may provide information on a newly scheduled
run being planned on short notice.

Operators that have current NARCOA RuleBook Certification and Liability Insurance are welcome
on all runs. Some clubs may require membership to participate in runs they host.

Best regards and safe running.
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by Warren Riccitelli

Ah, the question has always been, “What’s for Lunch”.  Well, at least that is what is has been
around here in the North East. I have always been joked at because I usually have enough
food for several days.  So the phrase “The Riccitelli Deli” was coined in my honor.

In the old days, and with work parties on several railroads,  it meant being out in the boonies
with no place for meals, drinks, or gas.  I always prepared for these trips by getting my food
supplies in order rather than picking up the gas.  And several of my friends will tell you that,
on many occasions, I forget the gas.  But my car was always loaded with food.

This has brought me to motorcar excursions, and what do you bring for food, and what have
other strange people packed away to stop the stomach from growling.

I must start with breakfast, then snacks, then on to lunch.  These are what I see as standards.
The hard ones are the snacks. As you are probably operating your motor car, they must be
easy to open and eat (and hopefully not sticky), while still maintaining control of your
motorcar.

Breakfast – Donuts (any kind, but Dunkin’ Donuts are the best; Tim Horton runs second)

Snacks (this is the long list)
Chips
Nuts  (mixed, cashews or peanuts)
Pistachios  (natural - not the red ones; everyone will know you have them)
Raisins / Trail Mix
Candy bars by preference (leave chocolate ones home in summer)

Lunch

Peanut Butter & Jelly – bring a sandwich and you will eat alone; bring a loaf of bread, jars of
peanut butter and jelly, and you will have a lot of friends.

Deli sandwiches – they get soggy and sometimes wet if you leave them in a cooler – NOT
RECOMMENDED.

Next are the great and crazy things I have seen or heard of along the line.

Manifold Cooking – pork chops, ribs, and I have even seen warmed spaghetti.
Hot Coffee – 12 volt percolator (Tom Norman - MT) or ROC sludge (Rick Leach – WA)
Wok Cooking – fried noodles – (Dave Sigafoose – NJ)

My Favorites
Dole Fruit Cup (mixed, pineapple or peaches – chilled, they are great)
Lorna Doones (keep away from Al Elliott)
Fig Newtons (Al likes these too)

Dislikes
Mickey D ‘s – greasy

All Time Favorites
Dried Cherries – (Bud/Nancy Stych – MI)
If you are the EC, you get the chocolate covered cherries

Riccitelli’s DeliRiccitelli’s DeliRiccitelli’s DeliRiccitelli’s DeliRiccitelli’s Deli
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THE SAFETY COMMENT:  MENTORING –
“THE REST OF THE STORY”     

by Bob Knight, Chairman, NARCOA Safety Committee 

After a slow start, the motorcar season is now in full swing.  The Safety Committee is glad to
find there have been no reported incidents now that this is June already! 

The mentoring process is rolling along very well with 20 mentored new or returning mem-
bers as of this writing.  Last year, you experienced motorcar operator’s mentored 76 mem-
bers.  Your NARCOA board and the Safety Committee are very elated as to how well this
mentoring program has worked throughout the hobby. 

Please remember the first focus of the mentoring program is to promote “Safety First” with
anything related to a motorcar, hy-rail, or excursion.  If you have been asked to mentor a
member, go to the NARCOA website and print a current (1/1/2005) copy of the NARCOA
Mentoring Form, as this is the current form approved by your NARCOA Board.  A new
discussion point has been added (9th Line down on the form) to accommodate all unique
documents related to a specific affiliate.  Some areas of the country have specific items they
want discussed with a new member and this serves the purpose for that discussion. 

Another key issue is for the mentoring process to help maintain fewer losses and accidents. 
Last year recorded a fewer number of reported accidents (or incidents) when compared to
the previous seasons, which speak well for our membership keeping it safer on the rails. If
we can keep this trend going, it should continue to help keep our insurance premiums rea-
sonable and coverage available for the future. 

A third important point for the mentoring process is to assist our great excursion coordina-
tors.  Each affiliate is to have a “Manager of Mentoring” (“MOM” for short).  This person is to
oversee the mentoring process for the affiliate and therefore relieves the coordinator of hav-
ing to be the mentor, or having to assign mentors the day of a meet.  By having the “MOM”
taking care of the mentoring process weeks before a scheduled meet, the mentoring process
should flow very smoothly, and the coordinator should feel more comfortable allowing new
operators on their excursions. 

All new members and past-returning members who need to be mentored must understand
that some excursions are not conducive to the mentoring process.  This decision is left up to
the “management” of each excursion, and will usually be stated on the Excursion Notice or
trip materials. If you need to be mentored, please contact your Area Director, an affiliate
officer, an excursion coordinator or your Safety Committee Members.  All of us are ready to
help you safely enjoy this great hobby!!! 

Please continue to
KEEP IT SAFE ON THE RAILS.

Photo was taken by Dave Hawley, a few weeks
ago as Bob Knight was mentoring Phil Pique on
the East Troy, WI, run. Phil is a Union Pacific
engineer and said operating the A-4 motorcar is
sure different than sitting behind his computer
console in a SD70M!!! Phil did complete a very
safe operation of the railcar.
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Hints and Tips

Get A Grip
by Roman Carolton

Lots of SUVs have ceiling-mounted grips just inside the doors. They’re handy for boarding, when
you have oversized tires, or when your passenger fears you’re taking that turn on two wheels. It’s
easy to add these to some motorcars. But don’t go stealing them out of the SUV, or getting those hard
metal ones from the hardware store. Whatever you put there is going to end up knocking your
noggin, so think soft.

Get some 1” nylon tubular webbing like what rock-climbers use. You’ll need about 20”for each handle.
Fold about 1-1/4” over on one end, then fold again so it’s triple thick for the first 1-1/2” or so. Now
put a 1/4” hole through all three layers. The easy way to do this is to heat up a 1/4” rod (aluminum
gutter spike) and melt through the nylon. Just don’t breathe the fumes. Do the same with the other
end.

Use 1/4-20 hardware to mount. The prototype car with the Fairmont pizza-pan roof had some holes
in the roof rails that were the perfect spacing. 1” long bolts were used. Put a washer under the bolt
head and a nylock nut inside the roof frame. Tighten it enough so the webbing is held securely, but
not so tight that it’s cut by the washer. The close-up photo below shows the best way to install. Note
that the triple-thick part helps cushion and protect the handle from the hardware.

The handle gives a good place to rest your outboard hand other than your lap. The advantage of
making it out of soft material will be evident the first time you bump your head on it, getting in or out
of the car. You won’t lose your scalp. Be aware than most nylon breaks down in sunlight, so if you
park your car outdoors, you might have to replace the webbing every few years.

Photos by Roman Carolton
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I’m Roger Hoffman, and I’m a New Motorcar Nut
by Roger Hoffman

Boy, where to start? Just over a year ago, I somehow stumbled upon a notice that the Ohio Valley Railcars was
going to sponsor a run after their annual meeting in Byesville Ohio. I hadn’t seen a railcar up close since I was
a kid (45+ years ago) and something stirred me to contact Dave Verzi and get myself invited over to attend the
meeting and witness the set on and the run. My 9 year-old son and I got up early to drive the 100 plus miles
from the Dayton area and we knew we were in the right place when we pulled into McDonalds and saw
several trailers with speeders.

The meeting seemed to last forever (at least my son thought so) and afterward we were both excited to find the
set-on place. We watched the quick unloading of about 12 motorcars of various sizes, color, and condition, and
took some interesting pictures. We knew not a soul, but just before the cars departed someone (to be identified
later) asked if my son and I had commandeered a ride yet.  We replied that we had not been invited nor did we
have the nerve to ask! Well he had the nerve, and a minute later he was back with an invitation from Jaime
Samuell to ride in Big Blue, his seemingly huge A6F. After signing release forms under Dave Verzi’s guidance,
we were off!

It was GREAT! I’ve been on a few excursion trains over the years and have had a fleeting interest in model
trains (mostly Lionel O-Gauge), but this was by far the best. My son and I quickly decided we wanted to get
into this hobby!

Returning home, I began researching motorcars on the Internet and was introduced to NARCOA and several
really interesting web sites. I joined NARCOA to begin receiving The SETOFF magazine and the intervening
two months until my first issue went by really slow!  I reviewed the NARCOA web site want ads at least twice
a day (I really did!) and read everything I could find on the web. I ordered a few (actually, about 15!) docu-
ments from Doug Cummins’ Resource Library and devoured their contents. I decided I wanted to enter the
hobby with a 4-cycle engine, as I didn’t think my family would want to put up with the putt-putt of the 2-cycle
motors. Well, fortune favored me and in September I found Jim Stalder’s MT-19A for sale on the NARCOA
website. A quick trip up to his place near Akron confirmed my appetite and two weeks later my son and I were
the proud owners of our first railcar, CN # 134-64, quickly christened “The Orange Pumpkin”. Jim had pur-
chased the car just before the March Ohio Valley meet at Byesville that my son and I had attended and in going
back to look at photos we had taken, as well as photos on the Buckeye Central Scenic Railroad website of the
meet, we saw several photos where my son and I were standing within spitting distance of the car we eventu-
ally bought. No, we didn’t really spit on it, and no, we had no idea that we would end up owning the car we
seemed to be clustering around. The car’s previous owner before Jim was Bill Newhouse, who turned out to be
the same guy who secured the ride for us on the A6F at that first meet! What a small world.

Anyway, by the time we acquired The Orange Pumpkin, I had just completed the exam for the operator’s
certificate and The SETOFF indicated there were a few opportunities for some runs yet before the year was
over so I e-Mailed Tom Norman about the opportunity for insurance. He assured me that as a new member, he
would probably be able to accommodate me. Thanks to Tom, in two weeks I had my insurance and I was ready
to go.  However, I was leery of going to a NARCOA event as a newbie, so I took advantage of a non-NARCOA
run on the Toledo Lake Erie & Western in north-western Ohio as my first time out as an operator.

continued next page . . .
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Vic Geckle was a very understanding meet coordinator and was also very encouraging.  My son and I made
three runs over two days and accumulated nearly 50 miles of valuable experience in a gaggle of 9 cars.   Now
I felt ready to “go public” and I eagerly awaited the Ohio Valley Railcar 17 Oct run on the Adrian & Blissfield
under the watchful eye of Bruce Carpenter as the EC and Dave Verzi as my mentor.  The two round trips that
day went way too fast and I couldn’t wait for another run somewhere.

In the meanwhile, I had sent off a check to Joel Williams for all the available back issues of The SETOFF.  They
finally arrived…all 77 of them.  What a stack of reading that was!  It was very enlightening to start at the
beginning and digest the early days of NARCOA and to experience the growing pains of the organization.  It
became very clear to me that we “modern-day” operators owe our ability to run our cars to a small group of
extremely dedicated motorcar nuts, the likes of Doug Leffler, Dick Ray, Joel Williams, and Stan Conyer.  And
yes, there are others I did not list but they know well who they are.  To all of them, I say “Thank you!”

Well, not being satisfied with a really well running MT-19A that could only really accommodate my son and
me, the search began for a larger car to also carry the wife and two daughters.  Who knows, maybe I could
someday convince them to come along?  Help was in the way of the Canadian Pacific Railroad’s asset disposal
auction notices that I subscribed to a year or so back.  Up for bid came six A-4’s located in Winnipeg.  I had bid
on a few CP things in the past and had never been successful, so I didn’t get my hopes up too high.  I reviewed
the available photos of the six cars, picked the one that had the fewest dents in the sheet metal and the most
lights and submitted my bid.  Then I waited.  And waited.  A week after the auction was over, I called CP and
was told that this was a complex sale as several parts of CP were involved and that it would take several more
days to “sort things out”.  So I waited some more.  After about another week, I received an early Christmas
present in the form of an e-Mail from CPR stating that my bid was indeed a winning bid and that I had until 13
Jan 05 to pay for and remove the car from the CP yard in Winnipeg.  What a surprise that was!  I called my wife
and told her I had good news and bad news (she did not know I had bid on the car).  The good news was that
I had just purchased a motorcar that the whole family could ride in and that I had gotten it really cheap.  The
bad news was that it was in Winnipeg Canada and that I had to remove it by mid-January.  This meant a 2500
mile round trip into the heart of snow country just as winter was beginning to set in.  She seemed not to mind
the idea of “family car” but she wasn’t crazy about me having to go pick it up!  A query to CP indicated that
shipping it by rail wasn’t an option so a loooong trip was in order.

I left on 10 Dec from my home near Dayton Ohio and had smooth sailing until leaving Alexandria MN the
morning of 12 Dec.  The rain that fell during the previous night had turned to sleet and 30-50 mph winds raised
havoc with my truck and trailer.  The last 100 miles on I-94 to Fargo ND took over three hours to drive, most
of it on the shoulder.  I-29 from Fargo to the Canadian border was dry and clear of ice, but the nasty winds
were picking up the small amount of snow in the fields and blowing it straight across the freeway.  Visibility
was really bad, sometimes as little as 50 feet, which made for really slow going.  I actually experienced a total
whiteout right at the border…I nearly drove into the little building housing the Canadian Customs officer.
One second the building wasn’t there, the next second it was, within 10 feet of my truck.  I had never experi-
enced anything like that before and I have to admit that I had never been so frightened in my life.  I grew up in
northern Wisconsin but had never driven in whiteout conditions before.  Now I know first-hand why they are
so dangerous.  The remaining drive to Winnipeg from the border was relatively easy as the winds began to die
down the closer I got to my destination.  All total, it took me over ten hours to drive 300 miles that day.  I was
tired, but I was within 20 miles of my Christmas present!  I couldn’t wait until morning to pick it up.

 

continued . . .
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The next morning dawned late…Winnipeg is certainly further north than Dayton Ohio!  Although cold (i.e.,
below zero) the sky was a dazzling blue.  The folks at the CP Logan Yard were waiting for me, as was my new
car.  They used their HUGE overhead crane to pick the car up and set it onto my trailer.  Within 45 minutes I
was on my home with my new toy.  The scant records that CP was able to share with me at the time of pickup
indicated that the car was “overhauled” sometime in 2000 but they didn’t indicate when it was taken out of
service.  (Later information indicated that after the overhaul, the car was put into “warm storage” until it was
subsequently auctioned.)  The drive back to Dayton was nothing like the drive up.  1250 miles of clear roads,
no wind, and not a cloud in the sky until after I arrived back home in Ohio two and a half days later.

Within a few days of arriving home I had removed, drained, and flushed the gas tank and had blown out the
gas lines.  I dropped in a new battery, crossed my fingers, and turned the key.  The little Ford 4-banger fired
right up and purred like it just came from the factory.  I was surprised to find the engine significantly quieter
than the Onan in my MT-19A.  The transmission worked in all four gears and the rear axle reversing transmis-
sion also did its thing.  Over the next couple months, I installed seats and belts for five, installed a set of brake
lights, and added a few other NARCOA satisfaction items.   I put a mile on the car driving it in and out of the
garage!  I needed a run!

Vic Geckle came to the rescue with a spring “tune up” run on the TLE & W in early April and I came away with
nearly 60 miles recording on the bike speedo that day.  I learned that I can indeed set the 3,800 pound beast on
the rails and get it off again and it does drive in reverse just as well as it drives forward.

I carried about 50 passengers at the end of April in southern WI during the annual Green County Depot Days
and the A-4 is exceeding my expectations.  I haven’t gotten the wife and daughters in it yet, but the 2005 season
is still young.  In the meanwhile, the Orange Pumpkin, getting lonely in the garage, was pulled out last week-
end in preparation for June runs which exclude A-cars.

I guess Orange Pumpkin and “Old Yeller” are going to have to take turns getting jealous this summer.

Being a newbie (only about 350 rail miles to my credit so far), I still have a lot to learn.  I want to express my
thanks to the many other speeder owners out there who have taken the time (multiple times) to respond to my
many questions.  I’m finding this is a great hobby, not only because it is fun to ride the rails, but also because
the membership is so generous with sharing of advice, expertise, lessons learned, encouragement, and some-
times just plain old-fashioned funny stories.  In between it all I see the occasional barb aimed at the NARCOA
leadership, but what would an organization be if we couldn’t express our feelings and frustrations?  But, if I
have to cater to increasingly stiffer rules to be able to continue to run my motorcars, so be it.   We’re beggars
when it comes to the railroads…they own the track, I don’t.  If following their rules lets me come back to ride
again, bring on the rules.

Thanks to all who have helped me get started (via many e-mails and phone calls). I look forward to meeting
many of you in person over the upcoming seasons.

Roger J. Hoffman, Ohio
CN MT-19A, 134-64
CP A-4, 4700-84
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,Just received news of the death of Leonard Van Ert. He died from injuries sustained in an auto accident in his
home town of North Platte, NE, June 18, 2005. Services were held Friday, June 24 2005. Leonard will be missed
by all that knew him and also had received a tip or two on how to get the most out of a popper. Our condo-
lences go out to his wife Mary, and the rest of his family. Tom Jenness

Leonard Louis Van Ert, 62, of North Platte died Saturday, June 18, 2005, at Great Plains Regional Medical
Center in North Platte.

Leonard was born on Feb. 11, 1943, at Oakdale, to Louis and Bernadine Schumacher Van Ert. He grew up in
the Tilden area and graduated from Oakdale High School.In June, 1963, Leonard entered the U.S. Army and
was discharged in June, 1965. After being discharged, he went to Southeast Community College at Milford
and received his Associate of Arts degree in heating, ventilation, and air conditioning. He moved to Clarinda,
Iowa, to start his own business in refrigeration and selling appliances.

Leonard married Mary Margaret Schmitz on Aug. 10, 1968, at Parnell, Mo. In March, 1971, they moved to
North Platte and Leonard went to work for Mid-Plains Community College teaching HVAC. He retired when
he was 55.

Leonard enjoyed traveling in his motor home and making things for the grandkids. He was a member of
St. Patrick’s Catholic Church. Survivors include his wife, Mary, of North Platte; two daughters, Toni (Rich)
Sandtoli of Poughquag, NY, and Tami (Micah) Larsen of Pasadena, CA; a son, Tim (Tricia) Van Ert of Denton;
five grandchildren, Andrew Van Ert, Blake Van Ert, Cayli Van Ert, Jason Santoli and Isabella Santoli; three
sisters, Mary Lou Humel of Rapid City, SD, Barbara Jean (Jim) Furley of Norfolk and Norma (Lyle) Schwarting
of Lincoln; a brother, Floyd (Marty) Van Ert of Carson, IA; and many nieces, nephews and other family.

He was preceded in death by his parents; a son, Todd Michael Van Ert; three sisters, Mildred Zessin, Phila Mae
Dredge and Sue Rush; and a brother, Ervin Van Ert. The family has established a memorial.Rosary will be at
7 p.m. Thursday, June 23, 2005, at St. Patrick’s Catholic Church with the Rev. Richard L. Piontkowski Jr.
celebrant. Burial will be in Fort McPherson National Cemetery with military honors provided by the North
Platte Veterans’ Honor Guard. Visitation will be from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Thursday at Odean Colonial Chapel
at C & Sycamore and before rosary and mass at the church.

(The preceding appeared in the North Platte Newspaper.)

Reflections

Obituary
Leonard Van Ert

Leonard was a great guy, always offering advice and a helping hand. He also was known to pull a
good-hearted practical joke from time to time. I’m glad he was able to ride with us a couple of weeks
ago. He left some wonderful memories.          - Tom Jenness

Leonard ran in front of me on the first day of my speeder life on a beautiful two-day run on the
prairies of Manitoba. He was extremely friendly and very helpful to a newbie who was/is mechani-
cally challenged. He understood mentoring and didn’t need to have it regulated to know that he had
a responsibility to teach. He made my days very enjoyable, and even told me that one day I’d have a
Fairmont single-cylinder car. Well he was right, and it is becoming a car again and I hope that I can
develop the knowledge and feel which he had for his engines. He really did just turn the flywheel by
hand. I was hoping that he would make his way back up here this summer as I missed him by one
day in Saskatchewan last year . . .  I guess not. My sympathies and prayers for Mary and his family. 

      - Warren Froese
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Help Save This Railroad
by Charlene Morvay, Editor

In May, we were part of the Western Maryland excursion coordinated by Gary and Eileen
Shrey.  This was my first time in this area, and I found the scenery breathtaking.

The future of the Western Maryland Scenic Railroad is in doubt.  The railroad is in danger of
being closed, so I urge each of you to write or email one of the people listed below to express
your support.

Letters to the Editor
Cumberland Times-News
P.O. Box 1662
Cumberland, MD 21501-1662
FAX:  831.722.5270
email: rkerns@times-news.com (preferred)

To see more of Maryland tourism, visit:

http://www.mdisfun.org/about_md_tourism/tourismboard.asp

I have a real love of steam engines and found myself totally in awe at the sight and sound of
of this big iron-horse coming to life as it chugged up the crest of the hill in Frostburg, MD.

Photo by Charlie Morvay
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Frostburg Shops offered both
eating and shopping

opportunities as we waited
for steam engine 734 to arrive.

Railcars on the
turntable at
Frostburg.

Set-on in the yard.
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Want Ads
The SETOFF is happy to print all ads received from members. There is no charge for placing an
ad. All ads will run for three issues; please notify if item is sold. No full page ads are accepted.
Send ads directly to Charlene Morvay, 17825 Route 8, Union City, PA 16438 or email:
setoff@juno.com

For Sale For Sale For Sale

Deep dish roof for M9 - asking $100/
or best offer. Contact Jeff Mast Can-
ton, MI. Evenings 7 to 9:00pm or week-
ends (734) 459-5181 or e-mail
jmast@wowway.com JA05

Fairmont MT-14L, NARCOA & MOW
ready, CCKB Onan, 4-seater, price
$5400 with trailer. Many new parts
in car. Contact Connie Shaw
916-655-3983 or email
lucyshaw@outrageous.net for
pictures. JA05

Rare Museum Quality Rail Equip-
ment:
Fairbanks-Morse Model 101 two cycle
water cooled planetary drive - similar
to M-19, an open car, restored in good
condition - ex CMSTP & P RR....$4300
Fairbanks-Morse Sheffield Model 46
c1918 14" wood wheels, engine apart,
was in process of restoration.  Car in
excellent condition with original decal
on toolbox - worked in Conn. for West-
ern Union and has attached telegraph
box....$3800
Duntley, Rockford 1909 2 cylinder di-
rect drive, 4 wooden wheeled, motor
velocipede.  Early motorcar and sup-
posedly the only one left intact.  Simple
wooden mounted engine that appears
almost steam powered.  Restoration
started and unfinished - will run with
new rings.  Definitely a rare museum
piece - Lake Superior and Ishpeming
in original condition....$6500
Teetors two seater railbike.  This is an
original in excellent condition - not a
later manufacture.  Wheels in excel-
lent condition with original applied rub-
ber belting....$5800
B&O manufactured handcar in origi-
nal condition.  Has cast steel lever,
helical cut gears, one loose wheel -
wheels in excellent condition - me-
chanically sound.  This handcar rep-
resents the apex of man powered de-
velopment. From lower PA off the
B&O....$10,800
Please, serious inquiries only.
Kenneth Kurdt, 118 East Caroline
Drive, Wappingers Falls, NY 12590
(845) 831-1170 JA05

1-Push Cart (maybe Fairmont T-11)
$800
1-Push Cart  Axles with Bearings
$250,
1-Push Cart (with wheels) $350
2-Fairmont Motor Car Frames (may
be S2, very old) $100 each
1-Air Operated Diesel Locomotive
Bell $800.
FOB:  Burleson, Texas.  Contact: 
M.W. Kirby at 817-478-0773 or email: 
williekirby@sbcglobal.net. JA05

Spring Suspension System for M/
MT-14. The spring suspension system
eliminates the hard pounding and jar-
ring from the rail joints and wheel
burns. Uses pressure lubricated
bronze sleeve bearings and machined
steel pins. This system can be installed
in four hours, start to finish. There is
no need to remove the hubs, axle in-
sulators, or disassemble the wheel
bearings. Should also fit S-2. Price
$995 plus shipping. John Reynolds:
jreyn1944@hotmail.com JA05

MT14 Step. Assist step for entering
car. Price $75/pair. Contact John
Reynolds at 717-632-4157, Contact by
E-Mail at jreyn1944@hotmail.com.
Hanover, PA for additional information.

JA05

Wheel Nut Wrench. Working on your
car this winter changing wheels? You
need one of these. Fits inside web to
hold nuts. No need to use two sets of
wrenches. $15/each Contact John
Reynolds at 717-632-4157, Contact by
E-Mail at jreyn1944@hotmail.com
Hanover, PA for additional information.

JA05

FOR SALE (IL) - Canadian National
Fairmont A-4 Motorcar, mostly re-
stored. - Four Cylinder Ford Industrial
Engine in great running condition w/
four speed transmission. - NARCOA
READY - Extras include seatbelts,
brand new rotary beacon light (remov-
able), extra handholds, running
boards, and safety bar w/ padding.
Equipped with two locomotive seats.
GOOD wheels. Completely rewired
with new switches and relays.
Equipped with NEW headlights,
ditchlights, stoplights, and taillights at
both ends for bi-directional running.
Asking $4,900. Contact Dave Hawley
at motorcar297@aol.com or 630-854-
8052 for pictures and information.

SO05

Original Fairmont Brake Shoes for
16 inch wheels. These are original
new Fairmont brake shoes with
Fairmont part #. I have 2 different
shoes, (M-19-W for ice breaker
wheels), and (M16411 with steel in-
sert).  Price is $7.50 each , plus ship-
ping. Contact: Dave Sigafoose, P.O.
Box 5328, North Branch, NJ 08876-
1303, telephone 908-625-6282, or by
E-mail DaveSigafoos@yahoo.com,
and provide zip code, so I can esti-
mate shipping. SO05
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For Sale For SaleFor Sale

NARCOA Member Decals for 2005 Available
R.W.G. is now offering official NARCOA decals for 2005. These are
high-quality, self-sticking printed vinyl decals that come in two dif-
ferent logo versions, sizes, and colors. The decals are sold in pairs.

Motorcar version is 3” x 3-1/2” at a price of $5.00 per pair.

Large NARCOA on-track version is 1-3/4” x 4” at a cost of $4.00 per
pair.

Small NARCOA on-track version is 1-1/4” x  3” at a cost of $3.00 per
pair.

Colors: Black on white OR red on white. When ordering, please state
both SIZE and COLOR.

Please add 50 cents for postage and handling.

All profits will benefit NARCOA’s general fund..

Send orders to: R.W.G.
c/o Larry Breuer
P.O. Box 21
Grantville, KS  66429

Send inquiries to email: FLEXHAUL22@AOL.COM JA05

MT-19 with Fairmont turntable, new
trailer, heater, new Fairmont seats,
new wheels, completely mechanically
overhauled, with new paint.   $9,800.
Contact George Gilchrist, 541-963-
5270 or email at lugeo@eoni.com 
Motorcar in located in La Grande,
Oregon SO05

Fairmont M14 – Has extra good front,
back and top. Enclosed plywood sides;
Onan engine. Runs like new. Former
Milwaukee Road. $2,800.

Fairmont 19 Engine complete with
generator $500. Will send picture of
car.  Contact Ken Couture, 419 W.
Cummins St., Tuchmseh, MI 49286.
Phone: (517) 423-2956 SO05

Fairmont MT19A with tilt trailer –
former SP car now in Wisconsin. 
Track inspector car, last used in Fall,
1999, then stored indoors. NARCOA-
ready, tow bar, flags, etc. Crack in in-
spection window, canvas doors, oth-
erwise fully enclosed. Onan
CCKB engine, ran fine before
storage. Manuals, mars light, radio
antenna. Custom built trailer with
winch, less than 300 miles. Price
$4200 or best offer.  Contact David
Baule, Cedarburg, WI (262) 377-8627
or dkbaule@wi.rr.com SO05

Two pushcarts for sale. Would make
great speeder trailers. Price is $450
each. Both are in excellent condition.
Both are located in northwest PA. Con-
tact Todd Hunter (Williamsport, PA)
twkkhunter@wmconnect.com  or  Tom
Bauer tpbauer@alltel.net SO05

MT-19 axle sprocket and hub $50;
US&S speeder semaphore block sig-
nal, works, needs restoration $100; M,
MT-19 axle set no differential $100;
Nice US&S co style’’B’’ semaphore sig-
nal specs, with blade and glass, $400
and up. Other style ‘’B’’ parts available.
Complete US&S T O (train order)
semaphore signal. All prices OBO and
do not include shipping and crating.
Pictures available to serious inquirers,
delivery to OR and the NW tour pos-
sible on some stuff.
Contact: Dave Myers
Phone: 928-567-6285, 928-380-7056
Email: dmyers@commspeed.net

SO05

Fairmont M-19 with trailer. This is
one of the finest of all M-19 cars out
there. Museum quality. NARCOA-
ready, runs great. Cab, frame and run-
ning gear parts were completely dis-
assembled down to every last nut and
bolt, and stripped of paint. New items
purchased from Fairmont include alu-
minum cab panels, tool boxes, seats,
condenser, drive belt, wheels, and rail
sweeps. It also has new glass, side
curtains, lift handles, gas tank, lights,
wiring, and battery. Professionally
painted with Ditzler automotive primer
and paints. Always stored inside. Built
in 1953 for the NY Central Railroad.
Pictures available on request. Deliv-
ery possible. $9,500. Contact David
DuMont, 757 Lick St., Groton, NY
13073 Ph: (607) 898-3388. SO05

A one man Teetor Rail Bike is for sale
in eastern Ohio. This is an exact re-
production built in the late 1990’s. 
Only a handful of these were manu-
factured using 1890’s blueprints sup-
plied by the Dana Corp., whose roots
go back to Teetor bikes and motor-
cars.  Excellent condition, a runner, not
a museum piece. Contact  Dave Boyd
(740) 282-2948 evenings EST or
e-mail davidboyd204@hotmail.com  

SO05
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For Sale

www.leskingmotorcars.com - Your source for parts and remanufactured motorcars
Box 164, N. Lawrence, Ohio 44666 - Toll Free (Orders Only) 888-833-7989

Tech Support & Info 330-833-2868 - Fax 330-830-5213

Wanted

Fairmont MT-14 with custom built
tilt trailer. This is an enclosed cab car.
The ONAN CCKB runs great, and the
car is in excellent condition, inside and
out. Ideal car for long trips, plenty of
room inside. Dependable on five long
distance Canadian Wilderness Tours,
with no breakdowns. In addition to the
hand operated clutch and brake
handles, this car also has foot oper-
ated clutch and brake pedals. It has a
hydraulic turntable, Kenwood Radio
Transceiver and dual voice activated
headphones, sliding door windows,
seat belts, larger gas tank, exterior
grease fittings, and interior overhead
storage shelves. NARCOA-ready, and
has been stored inside.Pictures avail-
able on request. Delivery possible.
$9,800. Contact David DuMont, 757
Lick St., Groton, NY 13073 Ph: (607)
898-3388. SO05

Fairmont MT19B. Inspection car -
$5,500 firm. Complete and in very
good working condition. NARCOA-
ready, has been used on the west
coast. Car is U.P.R.R. #2665. Has new
wheels, safety belts, spotlight (re-
mote), tow bar, stop lights, strobe light,
heater. Comes with operator’s service
and parts manual. Also has dual idler
kit installed. Onan B48G-GA020 en-
gine. Setup for tach, speedometer,
fuel, oil and temp gauges. Contact:
Walt Baldridge, 6596 Reflection St.,
Redding, CA 96001 (530) 244-3771

SO05

For Sale

Fairmont MT14. Mint condition. Com-
pletely enclosed and equipped. Turn-
table, Les King Shocks. Radio.
NARCOA/MOW-ready. Most recent
run Grand Canyon. Former UP car.
Picture available. Stored in heated
garage. Speeder $12,500 (firm).
Trainer with electric winch $1,500
(firm). Will sell both for $13,000 (firm).
Owner has been in the hobby for 20
years and must give it up for health
reasons. Contact Bill Vogel (925) 314-
9620, or email: Wvogel624@aol.com

SO05

Any information on a portable turn-
table to fit an M19 Fairmont
Speeder. Picture of turntable would be
helpful. Contact Leo LuFresne, Box
627, Radville, Sask SOC 2GO Canada

JA05

Any information on a portable turn-
table to fit an M19 Fairmont
Speeder. Picture of turntable would be
helpful. Contact Leo LuFresne, Box
627, Radville, Sask SOC 2GO Canada

JA05

Fairbanks-Morse 40-B Railroad Mo-
tor Car, two cylinder aircooled engine,
friction drive. Car in running order and
all in original form as when retired from
the Winston-Salem Southbound Rail-
way. An original turn table goes with
car. Price is $1900.00 for both items.

Fairmont Railway Motor Car Master
M2 and a predacessor to S2 style. Belt
driven, 20” wheels, metal front with 2
windows, metal running boards, 8 HP,
Type HP QBA, Group E, Special 1,
Mak HP 13, Engine #82573. Car in
running order and all in original form
as when retired from the High Point,
Thomasville & Denton RR Co. An
orginal turn table goes with car. One
piece of turn table missing. Price is
$1900.00 for both items. Contact Ray
Hinkle, P.O. Box 1127, Welcome, N.C. 
27374 or  Tele- 336-731-4231 or email:
HINKLEHERE@AOL.COM ND05
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Excursions
Members who have organized
meets are encouraged to advertise
those events here.
We will publish all notices re-
ceived. Include details of the trip
such as time schedule, total mile-
age, costs, restrictions and condi-
tions for attending. State whether
or not NARCOA rules will be in ef-
fect and whether insurance is re-
quired.
Send meet notices to:

Charlene Morvay
17825 Route 8
Union City, PA 16438
or
email: setoff@juno.com

PLEASE NOTE: Advertisement of
a meet in the SETOFF does not
constitute responsibility by
NARCOA and/or its officers, or The
SETOFF and/or its editorial staff
for meet conditions. Meet attend-
ees must exercise caution in the
observance of safety conditions
and rules and must accept full re-
sponsibility for themselves, their
guests, and their equipment when
attending any meet.

Blue Ridge Scenic Railroad
Blue Ridge, GA to McCaysville, GA
July 16, 30, August 6, 2005
Blue Ridge GA to McCaysville, GA and return. 26 miles round trip. Set-on time -
4:30 p.m. 15 car limit. All NARCOA rules will be enforced. For information, con-
tact Scottie Wershing (828)664-5204 or Carl Hymen (706) 455-0492.

Central PA Weekend
July 23-24, 2005
CPE is pleased to announce a 2 day ride over the 86 mile North Shore Railroad
on Saturday and the 50 mile Shamokin Valley Railroad on Sunday. On Saturday
night the Central PA Chapter NRHS will be our host at their former Reading
Railroad station in White Deer. A dinner will be provided for a donation to the
Chapter. There will be locomotive and caboose rides, handcar rides, a slideshow
of local railroads and a good evening of railroad fellowship. On Sunday we will
tour a large HO layout of the Sunbury to Shamokin line that we will be riding.
This is a NARCOA insured event. Cost for the weekend is $65 of which $10 goes
to the Central PA Chapter NHRS to help with their ongoing restoration projects.
Send a check to Central PA Excursions, PO Box 145, White Deer, PA 17856.
Questions contact Larry Maynard (570)538-9050 or email at:
firefighter5@jlink.net.

Iowa Northern Railroad
Saturday July 24 2005
Iowa Railcar Excursions (IRE) is sponsoring a ride on the Iowa Northern Rail-
road at Shellsburg, IA. We will travel between Waterloo and Cedar Rapids for a
total round trip mileage of 100 miles. This is a NARCOA insured event. Cost of
the ride is $60.00. For trip details and pre-registration forms contact Tom Jenness
5479 R Ave. Cherokee IA 51012 Ph. 712-225-2614 Email jennjeto@netins.net

North Central Railcars
Wisconsin Northern Railroad Company
July 30, 2005 (Saturday)
NCR is pleased to sponsor a first time, one-day motor car excursion over a
portion of the Wisconsin Northern Railroad on Saturday, July 30, 2005. We will
make two round-trips from Rice Lake, WI to Almena, WI (via Cameron, WI), for
a total of 72 miles.  Excursion fee is $75 per car and includes all railroad fees
and related excursion costs.  Complete details and registration materials will be
sent upon receipt of the excursion fee. There is a 25-car limit. This is a NARCOA-
insured excursion and all NARCOA rules will apply. For further information, con-
tact Michael P. Ford, 7712 Carpenter Court, Plainfield, Indiana 46168-8035. Tel:
(317) 839-9320 or email: mpford@iquest.net.

North Central Railcars
North Shore Scenic Railroad (NSSR) “Rail & Sail”
July 31, 2005 (Sunday)
NCR is pleased to announce a 1-day excursion over the North Shore Scenic
Railroad between Two Harbors, MN and Duluth, MN on the afternoon Sunday,
July 31, 2005. We will display our cars at the historic D.M. & I.R. station (adja-
cent to the ore docks) in Two Harbors for several hours, then travel approxi-
mately 52 miles round-trip between Two Harbors & Duluth.  During our 2.5 hour
layover in Duluth, participants can either tour the Canal Park area and have
dinner on their own, or take a 2-hour, narrated harbor tour, including a buffet
pizza dinner. We plan to return at dusk with some night operation. The excursion
fee is $75 per car, which includes 2 admissions to the NSSR museum. The cost
of the harbor tour (including pizza buffet) will be additional and is explained in
the registration materials. There is a 25-car limit. Complete details will be sent
upon receipt of the excursion fee. This is a NARCOA-insured excursion and all
NARCOA rules will apply.  To register for the excursion or obtain more informa-
tion, contact Michael P. Ford, 7712 Carpenter Court, Plainfield, Indiana 46168-
8035. Tel: (317) 839-9320 or email: mpford@iquest.net.



The SETOFF  l   July/August 2005 l      Page 23

Central Manitoba Railway, Inc.
August 6 and 7, 2005 (Saturday and Sunday)
North Central Railcars is pleased to announce a 2-day motor car excursion over the Central Manitoba Railway on Saturday
& Sunday, August 6 & 7, 2005.  Participants will travel approximately 110 to 120 miles each day on a combination of the
Pine Falls and Carman subdivisions.  These subdivisions run north and west from Winnipeg.  There is a possibility that we
may travel some rare mileage through the city of Winnipeg. The exact itinerary, set-on location, etc., are yet to be finalized.
Complete information will be forwarded upon receipt of the excursion fee.  The excursion fee of $75/per day (or $150 for
both days) includes all railroad fees and other related excursion costs. There is a 25-car limit.  This is a NARCOA-insured
excursion, and all NARCOA rules will apply.  For further details, contact Michael P. Ford, 7712 Carpenter Court, Plainfield,
Indiana 46168-8035.  Tel: (317) 839-9320 or email: mford@indy.rr.com.

Southern Manitoba Railway, Inc
August 8, 2005 (Monday)
North Central Railcars is pleased to sponsor a 1-day motor car excursion over the Southern Manitoba Railway’s Miami
Subdivision on Monday, August 8, 2005.  Participants will travel approximately 140 round-trip miles on the former CN
Miami Subdivision in the Pembine Valley area between Lowe Farm, MB and Mariapolis, MB.    Complete details will be sent
upon receipt of the trip fee. The excursion fee of $80.00  (USD) includes all railroad other related excursion costs.  There is
a 25-car limit.  This is a NARCOA-insured excursion, and all NARCOA rules will apply.  For trip details, contact Michael P.
Ford, 7712 Carpenter Court, Plainfield, Indiana 46168-8035.  Tel: (317) 839-9320 or email: mpford@iquest.net.

Canadian Pacific Railway (LaRiviere & Napinka Subs)
August 9-11, 2005  (Tues-Thurs)
North Central Railcars is pleased to sponsor a 3-day motor car excursion over the Canadian Pacific Railway’s LaRiviere
and Napinka Subdivisions on August 9, 10 & 11, 2005.  Participants will travel approximately 360 round-trip miles through
the beautiful Pembine Valley  between Morris, MB and Napinka, MB. Complete details will be sent upon receipt of the
excursion fee.  Each participant will be expected to bring and wear a hard hat, safety eyewear/glasses, high-visibility vest,
and steel toed boots.  This is a CPR Rule.  No exceptions. Excursion fee of $325.00 (USD)  includes all railroad and related
excursion costs, 2 nights lodging in Boissevain, MB and other amenities. There is a 25-car limit.  This is a NARCOA-
insured excursion, and all NARCOA rules will apply.  For trip details, contact Michael P. Ford, 7712 Carpenter Court,
Plainfield, Indiana 46168-8035.  Tel: (317) 839-9320 or email: mpford@iquest.net.

Southwest Railcar Ltd.
Canadian National - Takla Sub formerly BC Rail (British Columbia)
August 9-16, 2005 (Tuesday - Tuesday)
Starting in Prince George, BC, Canada heading East to McBride, BC, for breathtaking mountain scenery and return to
Prince George. Then north to the end of the Takla sub-division. Beautiful BC forest and mountain scenery, running beside
lakes and rivers you will end up in a logging camp to enjoy logging hospitality and food. We will set on at Prince George -
ex BCR yard at 9:00 a.m.. This ride is limited to 25 cars. Run Fee to be announced. Hy-rails permitted. Run fee is
$2,250.00 for one motorcar and two occupants. Run fee includes RR fee, hotels, transportation, motorcar fuel and bus
transportation. Equipment Restrictions/Requirements: Mobile radios (not handhelds), safety vests, long pants, high top
boots, seat belts. CN requires an orange safety vest with yellow Day-Glo stripes, bring you own or SWRC can provide at an
additional cost. The event is sponsored by Southwest Railcar Limited (SWRC). NARCOA insurance and rules apply. Event
Coordinator: Tom Phair - POB 664 - Alamo, CA 94507 Phone 925.820.4159, contact by email Website - http://www.southwest-
railcar.org

First Iowa Division
Minnesota Southern Railroad
August 13, 2005
FID is pleased to announce a one-day ride on the Minnesota Southern Railroad at Luverne, MN.  We will ride to near
Worthington and then west to near the South Dakota state line for a total of about 90 miles.  Cost of the ride is $25.  This
is a NARCOA-insured event and all NARCOA rules apply.  For information, contact Carl Schneider,  1302 6th Ave SE, 
Altoona, IA  (515-967-5181) or email motorcarl@netins.net.

Blue Ridge Scenic Railroad
Blue Ridge, GA to Ellijay, GA
August 13, 2005
Blue Ridge, GA to Ellijay, GA and return. 30 miles round trip. All NARCOA rules will be enforced. For information, contact
Scottie Wershing (828)664-5204 or Carl Hymen (706) 455-0492.
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Otter Tail Valley Railroad (MN)
August 13, 2005  (Saturday)
North Central Railcars is pleased to sponsor a 1-day motor car excursion over the Otter Tail Valley Railroad, on Saturday,
August 13, 2005. Participants will travel approximately 100 miles between Fergus Falls, MN and South Moorhead, MN on
excellent track and roadbed.    Complete information and registration materials will be sent upon receipt of the trip fee.  Trip
fee of $100.00 includes all railroad fees and other related excursion costs. There is a 25-car limit.  This is a NARCOA-
insured excursion, and all NARCOA rules will apply. (Note:  Due to unplanned scheduling of a shuttle grain train off the
BN at Fargo, ND, the trip may have to be postponed/cancelled  with only a 2 or 3 week notice.  Refunds will be given
if the trip is cancelled/postponed.)  For trip details, contact Michael P. Ford, 7712 Carpenter Court, Plainfield, Indiana
46168-8035.  Tel: (317) 839-9320 or email: mford@indy.rr.com

GLR
August 14, 2005 – Sunday
GLR is sponsoring a one-day run on the Huckleberry Railroad at Crossroads Village in Flint , MI. Participants will travel
approximately 10-miles with muiltiple trips planned. Set-on is 9:00 AM at the Engine House. Trip fee is $25.00 per car, and
will include all railroad costs. No car limit. This is a NARCOA insured excursion where all NARCOA and GLR rules will
apply. For trip details contact Gary Greenwood 1800 Baseline Rd, Leslie, MI 49251 (517) 589-8155 or
ggreenwood@ggtrains.com

Southwest Railcar Ltd.
Canadian National (British Columbia)
August 18 - 28, 2005 (Thursday - Sunday)
Leave Prince George and head east for a 2 day run out to McBridge, BC Then out of Prince George to Prince Rupert, an
inland port of shipping and fishing. One day layover in Prince Rupert with return trip including a one-day side trip on rails
to Kitimat, BC. We will set on at Prince George - ex BCR yard at 9:00 a.m.to. This ride is limited to 24 cars. Run fee of
$2,995.00 includes  RR fee, hotels, transportation motorcar fuel and bus transportation for one motorcar and 2 occupants.
Hy-rails permitted. Equipment Restrictions/Requirements: Mobile radios (not handhelds), safety vests, long pants, high top
boots, seat belts. CN requires an orange safety vest with yellow Day-Glo stripes, bring your own or SWRC can provided at
an additional cost. The event is sponsored by Southwest Railcar Limited (SWRC). NARCOA insurance and rules apply.
Event Coordinator: Tom Phair - POB 664 - Alamo, CA 94507 Phone 925-820-4159 contact by email Website - http://
www.southwest-railcar.org

D&W Railroad
Saturday August 20 2005
Iowa Railcar Excursions (IRE) is sponsoring a ride on the D&W Railroad, Oelwein, IA. We will travel between Oelwein and
Waterloo, two trips for a round trip total of 80 miles. This is a NARCOA insured event. Cost of the ride is $40.00. For trip
details and pre-registration forms contact Tom Jenness 5479 R Ave Cherokee IA. 51012 Ph 712 225 2614, email
jennjeto@netins.net

Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Narrow Gauge Railroad
August 22-23-24, 2005 
Smitty (Patrick Smith) is pleased to sponsor a 2-day motorcar excursion on the C&TSNGRR on August 22-23-24, 2005.
Set -on is the 22nd. Participants will travel approximately 128 round-trip miles on this historic steam railroad between Chama,
NM and Antonito, CO.  Experienced and alert operators and excellent motorcar mechanical condition please. Lodging and
meals on your own. This is a NO SMOKING event. You must be over 18 years of age. No pets. Trip fee should be the
same as in the past, est. $300.00 per car. There is a 20 motorcar limit.  DO NOT SEND MONEY AT THIS TIME. This is a
NARCOA insured excursion, and all NARCOA rules will apply. For complete trip details, motorcar restrictions, cutoff date, etc.
contact  Smitty Smith, 20799 Sumpter Stage Hwy.,  Baker City, OR.  97814-7753,  phone # 541-524-9428 or e-mail 
smitty@oregontrail.net

Durango & Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad
August 25-28, 2005
Smitty (Patrick Smith) is pleased to sponsor a 3-day motorcar excursion on the D&SNGRR on August 25-26-27-28, 2005,
set-on the 25th. Participants will travel approximately 56 round-trip miles every day against the current flow of traffic on
this magnificent steam railroad during “Railfest 2005”,  between Silverton, CO and Rockwood, CO on the world famous
“High Line”. Experienced and alert operators and excellent motorcar mechanical condition please. Lodging and meals on
your own. This is a NO SMOKING event. You must be over 18 years of age. No pets. Trip fee of (should be the same
as in the past, est. $350.00 per car). There is a 20 motorcar limit. DO NOT SEND MONEY AT THIS TIME. This is a
NARCOA insured excursion, and all NARCOA rules will apply. For complete trip details, motorcar restrictions, cutoff date, etc.
contact Smitty Smith, 20799 Sumpter Stage Hwy., Baker City, OR. 97814-7753, Phone # 541-524-9428 or email 
smitty@oregontrail.net
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Red River Valley & Western Railroad
September 3, 2005 – Saturday
Iowa Railcar Excursions (IRE) is sponsoring a ride on the Red River Valley & Western Railroad, LaMoure, ND. We will
travel from LaMoure to one of several locations for a round trip mileage of at least 100 miles. This is a NARCOA insured
event. Cost of the ride is $40.00. For trip details and pre-registration forms contact Tom Jenness 5479 R Ave Cherokee IA.
51012  Ph 712-225-2614 Email jennjeto@netins.net

Sisseton Milbank Railroad
September 4, 2005 – Sunday
Iowa Railcar Excursions (IRE) is sponsoring a ride on the Sisseton Milbank Railroad, Milbank South Dakota. We will travel
from Milbank to Sisseton SD for a round trip mileage of 70 mi. This is a NARCOA insured event. Cost of the ride is $40.00.
For trip details and pre-registration forms contact Tom Jenness 5479 R Ave. Cherokee IA. 51012 Ph 712-225-2614 Email
jennjeto@netins.net

Heart of Georgia Railroad
Americus, Georgia
September 17-18, 2005 – Saturday and Sunday
Come join us on the first ever motorcar excursion across most of middle Georgia. Follow the line of the old Central of
Georgia Railway through rich fertile farming country at its best. See fields of peanuts, watermelons, soybeans, cotton,
corn, and Georgia’s most beautiful tree, the pecan. In two days we will travel approximately 250 plus round trip miles. Your
cost for both wonderful days is: $160.00. You must be a member of NARCOA, have NARCOA Insurance, and have
passed the Rules Test. All cars will be inspected. All NARCOA rules will apply. No refunds after August 23, 2005.All
operators and passengers must wear a safety vest during each excursion.  “A” cars and trailers must have a chain
restraint or similar device. Please make your check for $160.00 payable to:  Atlanta Railcar Transportation LLC c/o
Bobby Moreman, 3520 Cold Springs Lane, Chamblee, Georgia 30341.

Appanoose County Railroad
September 18, 2005 – Sunday
Iowa Railcar Excursions (IRE) is sponsoring a ride on the Appanoose County Railroad Centerville, IA. We will travel from
Centerville to Albia for a round trip mileage 70 miles. This is a NARCOA insured event. Cost of the ride is $40.00. For trip
details and pre-registration forms contact Tom Jenness 5479 R Ave Cherokee IA. Ph 712-225-2614 Email jennjeto@netins.net

Canadian Pacific Railway (Latta Sub — Indiana)
October 1-2, 2004 (Saturday/Sunday)
North Central Railcars is pleased to sponsor a 2-day motorcar excursion over a portion of the Canadian Pacific Railway’s
Latta Subdivision, on Saturday & Sunday, October 1 & 2, 2005.  Participants will travel approximately 176 miles over two
days between Bedford and Terre Haute, Indiana in beautiful south-central Indiana. This line has an excellent roadbed,
welded rail, and features a quarter- mile long tunnel as well as several crossings of other rail lines.  Registration materials
and complete details will be sent upon receipt of the excursion fee.  Each participant will be expected to bring and wear
a hardhat, safety eyewear/glasses, high-visibility vest, and steel toed boots. This is a CPR Rule. No exceptions.
Excursion fee of $300.00 includes all railroad fees, bus transportation in Terre Haute, hotel room for Saturday night, and
continental breakfast on Sunday morning.  There is a 25-car limit.  This is a NARCOA-insured excursion, and all NARCOA
rules will apply.  For more information, contact Michael P. Ford, 7712 Carpenter Court, Plainfield, Indiana 46168-8035.  Tel:
(317) 839-9320 or email: mpford@iquest.net.Southwest Railcar Ltd.

Wellsboro & Corning Railroad
October 8, 2005
CPE is pleased to announce the annual Autumn Leaf Ride on the Wellsboro & Corning Railroad. We will travel 80 miles
from Wellsboro, PA to Gang Mills, NY and return. We will see the beautiful northern PA autumn leaves as we pass the
Hammond Dam on welded rail. This is a NARCOA insured event. Cost for the ride is $50. Send a check to Central PA
Excursions, PO Box 145, White Deer, PA 17856. Questions contact Larry Maynard (570)538-9050 or email at:
firefighter5@jlink.net.

Towanda-Monroeton Shippers Lifeline Railroad
October 9, 2005
CPE is pleased to announce a ride on the Towanda-Monroeton Shippers Lifeline Railroad. This railroad is only a 12 mile
roundtrip, but is a very interesting railroad. We will make several trips over the line. This is a NARCOA insured event. Cost
for the ride is $25. Send a check to Central PA Excursions, PO Box 145, White Deer, PA 17856. Questions contact Larry
Maynard (570)538-9050 or email at: firefighter5@jlink.net.
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October 14-16, 2005 (Friday - Sunday)
Georgia Northeastern Railroad
Atlanta Railcar Transportation is sponsoring a three-day excursion on the Georgia Northeastern Railroad in north central
Georgia on October 14-16, 2005. Participants will see most of the line from Ball Ground north to the Georgia-Tennessee
line. Total mileage approximately 175 miles over three days. Friday is an evening run. Friday and Saturday set-on in
Whitestone; cars remain on rails Friday night. Sunday set-on is in Blue Ridge. Excursion fee $140 for all three days. 35-car
limit. Trip features the only railroad through the north Georgia mountains: twisty, hilly, scenic, and punctuated with villages
and small towns. We hope the fall colors will be in full splendor for you to enjoy. This is a NARCOA-insured excursion and
all NARCOA rules apply. Additionally: Operators must be a member of NARCOA, have NARCOA insurance, and have
passed the NARCOA rules test. Passengers must be at least 10 years old. All attendees must wear a safety vest during the
excursion. No car or trailer may exceed eight persons. “A” cars and trailers must have a chain or similar restraining device.
All cars will be inspected. NARCOA approved Hy-Rails okay. Contact Bobby Moreman, Atlanta Railcar Transportation,
3520 Cold Spring Lane, Chamblee, GA 30341 or visit http://khuffines.home.mindspring.com/motorcar for full details.

East Broad Top Railroad
October 15, 2005 – Saturday
OVR is sponsoring a one-day run on the East Broad Top Railroad, Rockhill Furance, PA. Participants will travel approxi-
mately 10-miles with muiltiple trips planned. No car limit. This is a NARCOA insured excursion. All NARCOA and OVR
rules will apply. For trip details contact Gary Greenwood, 1800 Baseline Rd, Leslie, MI, 49251 (517) 589-8155 or
ggreenwood@ggtrains.com

US Army Fort Leonard Wood
October 22 2005 – Saturday
IRE is sponsoring a ride on the US Army Railroad, Fort Leonard Wood, MO. We will travel 20 miles from Fort Wood to
Bundy Junction, 2 trips for a total mileage of 80 miles. This is a NARCOA-insured event. Cost of this ride is $40.00. For ride
details and pre-registration forms contact Tom Jenness 5479 R Ave Cherokee IA 51012 Ph. 712-225-2614 Email
jennjeto@netins.net

McCloud River Railroad (California)
October 22-23, 2005
Depart the mountain town of McCloud for 120 mile round trip to Burney, CA on Saturday. Sunday east to Hambone and
return for 60 miles and then lunch on Shasta Sunset Dining Car prepared by a great chef and served by a fine staff. We will
set on at McCloud at 3:00 p.m. Fri. Departure is scheduled for 8:30 a.m. Sat. Approximate round trip mileage for this
excursion is 200 miles. This ride is limited to 25-cars. Hy-rails permitted. The event is sponsored by Southwest Railcar
Limited (SWRC). NARCOA insurance and rules apply. The price of the trip is $195. Price includes Run Fee and lunch on
Sunday on the train, and does not include fuel or lodging. Event Coordinator: Tom Phair - P.O. Box 664 – Alamo, CA 94507
Phone 925-820-4159email – tomphair@comcast.net  website – http://www.southwest-railcar.org

October 22-23, 2005 (Saturday-Sunday)
West Virginia Central Railroad
Appalachian Rail Excursions LLC (A.R.E.) is pleased to sponsor a 2-day run over the WVC, former CSX/Western Mary-
land trackage on October 22-23, 2005. Participants will travel approximately 195 round trip miles from Elkins, WV, south
over Cheat Mountain, High Falls, Cheat Bridge passing the “Cheat Mountain Salamander” and on to the former logging
town of Spruce. We will enter the “Big Cut” and return to Elkins. The cars with remain on the tracks with a security guard will
watch the cars overnight. Sunday, our trip will take us north to Belington and onto Tygart Junction where the WVC inter-
changes with WATCO on the former CSX’s Cowen Sub.We will stop at Belington where the WVC keeps their motive power.
The concession car will be open for coffee and souvenirs. We will return to Elkins before 3:00 pm for those that need to
head home. For those wanting to stay on the tracks, a run back to High Falls might be possible. This in a NON MENTORING
RUN! Only mentored operators need to sign up. NO HIGH RAILS! Large cars must be able to turn quickly on the same
crossing as everyone else.Over the ankle boots are required to be worn by all even during loading and unloading you car.
No Sneakers. Trip fee is $135.00 per car which includes railroad fees. A box lunch will be available on Saturday at an extra
fee. This is a NARCOA insured excursion,and all NARCOA and A.R.E. rules will apply. For trip details send a #10 SELF
ADDRESSED STAMPED ENVELOPE to: Paul S. Rujak, 786 Hudson Hill Road, Weirton, WV 26062, Phone 304-797-9779
(after noon) email: psrujak@weir.net
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Chattooga & Chickamauga Railway
October 29-30, 2005 (Saturday - Sunday)
Atlanta Railcar Transportation is sponsoring a two-day excursion on the Chattooga & Chickamauga Railway in extreme
northwest Georgia on October 29 - 30. Saturday’s trip is on the former Central of Georgia starting in Summerville, GA and
running to Chattanooga, TN, meeting a steam passenger train from Chattanooga twice. Rails skirt Chickamauga Battle-
field Park and climbs Missionary Ridge. Approximately 90 miles round trip. Sunday we’ll explore the former Tennessee,
Alabama & Georgia line, setting on in Kensington, GA and running north to Chattanooga. Approximately 40 miles round
trip. Excursion fees: $85 for Saturday, $70 for Sunday, or $140 for both days. 35 car limit. This is a NARCOA-insured
excursion and all NARCOA rules apply. Additionally: Operators must be a member of NARCOA, have NARCOA insurance,
and have passed the NARCOA rules test. All attendees must wear a safety vest during the excursion. No car or trailer may
exceed eight persons. “A” cars and trailers must have a chain or similar restraining device. All cars will be inspected.
NARCOA approved Hy-Rails okay. Contact Bobby Moreman, Atlanta Railcar Transportation, 3520 Cold Spring Lane,
Chamblee, GA 30341 or visit http://khuffines.home.mindspring.com/motorcar for full details.

Boone and Scenic Valley Railroad
November 5, 2005 – Saturday
IRE is sponsoring a ride on the Boone and Scenic Valley Railroad, Boone, IA.  We will be making three trips from Boone to
Wolf for a day total round trip mileage of 72 miles. Cost of the ride is $20.00 plus a current membership in the Iowa
Railroad Historical Society ($25.00) This is a NARCOA-insured event.  For trip details and pre-registration forms contact
Tom Jenness 5479 R Ave Cherokee IA. 51012 Ph 712-225-2614 Email jennjeto@netins.net

Southwest Railcar Ltd.
Skunk Train – Mendocino Co Railroad (California)
November 26, 2005
Travel 74 miles round trip through redwood forests and coastal mountains. Enjoy a lunch in Fort Bragg before a return to
Willits. We will set on at Willits at 8:00 a.m. Departure is scheduled for 9:15 a.m. Approximate round trip mileage for this
excursion is 74 miles. This ride is limited to 25 cars. Hy-rails are not permitted. The event is sponsored by Southwest
Railcar Limited (SWRC). NARCOA insurance and rules apply. The price of the trip is $130. Price includes Run fee only.
Event Coordinator: - Pat Coleman -1989 Robin Ridge Ct – Walnut Creek, CA Phone 925-979-1030 – email –
patcoleman@astound.net  website – http://www.southwest-railcar.org

Toys for Tots ride on the North Shore Railroad
December 10, 2005
CPE is pleased to announce the second  “Toys for Tots” ride on the North Shore Railroad.  Don’t miss this ride!! We did this
ride in 2004 and collected an entire van load of toys for the Toys for Tots program. This ride was well publicized last year
and NARCOA members collected toys along the railroad. There will be prizes for the cars that have the best Christmas
decorations. Last year we had lights, wreaths and even an operating Lionel train on a high railer. This is a NARCOA insured
event. Cost for the ride is a new, unwrapped toy (or 2, 3 ,4 or however many you want to bring) and $50. Send a check to
Central PA Excursions, PO Box 145, White Deer, PA 17856. Questions contact Larry Maynard (570)538-9050 or email at:
firefighter5@jlink.net
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