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PPrreessiiddeenntt’’ss  MMeessssaaggee
Mark Springer

I want to start off my message for
this issue of the Setoff by highlighting
an event that some of you may have
heard about: the 100th anniversary of
Fairmont Railway Motors, now known
as Harsco.  Many of us in the hobby
have had reason to contact Fairmont in
Minnesota for technical information,
history cards, or to order parts.  Over
this past winter, NARCOA was con-
tacted to gauge our interest in being
part of their celebration.  Thanks to the
hard work of Wayne Parsons, Hal
Johnson, and Mike Ford, we are going
to have a display of Fairmont Motor-
cars at the Fairmont plant and an ex-
cursion the following day.  It is
certainly exciting and a privilege to
have NARCOA and its members in-
vited to participate in this celebration.
While the excursion has a waiting list,
I am sure that if you happen to be near
Fairmont during this event it would be
well worth your time to stop by and
check it out.

On other NARCOA business, Pat
Coleman has decided to step aside as
Operations Chair.  As many of you
know, Pat stepped in to some rather big
shoe’s after Hank Brown passed away.
He has done a lot of work to pick up
the threads of that job and begin to
move us forward again.  His experi-
ence and guidance will be missed.

Thank you for your service Pat.
Bill Taylor stepped forward to take

over that position as of April 1st.  Bill
has been in the hobby for a number of
years both as a member and an experi-
enced EC.  He has put on several “Big
Sky Tours,” in addition to shorter ex-
cursion trips.  He is an educator, hav-
ing worked as a teacher and principal
at the High School level.  He and his
wife are also authors of four railroad
related books.  I look forward to Bill’s
contribution to NARCOA.

As the excursion season restarts
for 2009, I encourage everyone to be
extra cautious as they get back into
their motorcars for the season.  We all
get rusty after not operating much dur-
ing the winter.  Be safe.  Remember
that “The Best Safety Device is a Care-
ful Man.”

Ballots for the Directors of even
numbered areas of NARCOA are in-
cluded with this edition.  Please take a
moment to vote now and return your
ballot today.  

On The Cover: Walkersville
Southern RR work party (Jamie Haislip
operating) crosses the Monocacy River
near Frederick, MD - October 23, 2008.
This is an example of members enjoying
the hobby at non-NARCOA events.  
Photo by Wayne Parsons.
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From The
Editor
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At one time The SETOFF expanded or
contracted based on the amount of material
sitting on the Editor's desk at deadline.  Edi-
tions with 36 pages were common and al-
lowed inclusion of all materials sent in by the
membership.  If an item didn't make this edi-
tion, there would be room in the next one.
Beginning with my editorship the rising cost
of printing and postage dictated a 28 page
limit.  In each edition 18 of those pages are
already allocated to directors messages, re-
occurring features, meet announcements,
etc., before run reports and other items come
in from the members.

In those 10 remaining pages I have tried
to select and publish current material and
skip long run reports from way back last
summer.  Sometimes things got bumped be-
cause better photos came in or another item
fit the paste-up layout more smoothly.
Sometimes breaking news – such as the Les
King Turntable problem – had to go in first.
The editor’s job is to choose what to leave in,
what to leave out.  In this process, items that
involved much work by several writers sim-
ply fell by the wayside.  To all of those peo-
ple, please accept my thanks for your
submissions.  Don't give up, the stars will
align more favorably next time and you'll get
in!

I am proudest of the revamp done to
make The SETOFF layout more like a mag-
azine with careful photo selection.  (The sim-
ple rule for photos is to see the motorcar from
the front, never the rear.)  I'm proud of the
educational series "Riding With Joe" that Jim
McKeel and I developed over the course of
about a month's worth of e-mails.  I'm proud
of encouraging Leon Sapps' writing and his
"Motorcar Milestones" series that starts in
this edition on page 13.  I'm proud of the up-
grade to "Spotlight On An Affiliate" with its
back cover placement and color photos.

The SETOFF now moves on to the care
of new editor Brian Davis from Ravenna,
Ohio.  Brian showed examples of his desk-
top publishing to the Communications Com-
mittee that convinced everyone that he was
the best selection.  As was done for me, I ask
that everyone give him their support and en-
couragement.  If you've never written an ar-
ticle, now is the time!  If you've never sent in
a run report or photos, now is the time!  With
.jpg photo files and .doc Word files so easily
attached to e-mail, your participation is sim-
pler than ever and never more vital.  
See you on the rails!    Wayne Parsons
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Area Four
KY, NC, SC, TN, VA, WV

Tom Falicon

Area Six
MN, WI, IL, Upper MI
Hal Johnson

Area Three
IN, Lower MI, OH

Dave Verzi

Area Seven
ND, SD, NE, IA

Carl Schneider
As I write this article, the snow con-

tinues to fall but better weather is coming,
and the 2009 ride season will soon be upon
us.  In Area 7, the first excursion will be
May 17th, so time is running out to get our
cars ready for safe and reliable operation.
Some of us are still working on restoration
projects in hopes of meeting the deadline
in time for that first trip on the rails.  If you
haven’t yet gotten your motor car out to
make sure it’s going to run, this would be
an excellent time to do so before you end
up missing a ride.

The Fairmont 100th anniversary is
coming up in June, and I hope to see many

Be Prepared by
Remembering the Six P’s

I will admit that those who know me,
often walk by my car on an excursion and
mutter, “he must have everything packed
in there but the kitchen sink”.  They’re
right.  I don’t wash dishes, but I DO over
pack.  It must be the Boy Scout motto (“Be
Prepared”) that was drilled into my head
as a kid.  Certainly, we don’t need every-
thing on an excursion, and printing off a
list of essentials stored on our computer
will help to insure that we are well pre-
pared for our journey and avoid the need to
over-pack. 

Just a few notes to share this month.
In motorcar news Jeff Levengood has a
proposal into the Wheeling & Lake Erie
for a 2009 excursion. Generally, approval
comes late in the spring, so watch the OVR
or NARCOA web site for any official an-
nouncement. 

Mike Ford, who is always hard at
work organizing excursions, is exploring
new opportunities in Michigan for perhaps
the 2010 season, and this on top of his al-
ready extraordinary schedule of trips. Mike
also reports that the Indiana Northeastern
excursion is filled to capacity.

Worthy of mentioning is some news
on area motorcar hosting railroads. The
Southern Michigan Railroad has won an
important court challenge to their land
ownership that should secure their future.
In Jackson, Ohio US Rail has obtained sig-
nificant funding for repairs and mainte-
nance, most important of which is repair to
one of their two tunnels. 

If any Region 3 member has any mo-
torcar or NARCOA member news to share,
even if it's just a sentence, please drop me
a note to include in our regional news col-
umn. See you soon on the rails.

I’m writing this at the beginning of
April as I watch the snow flying outside
my window.  I thought spring was here, it
was 79 degrees just two days ago and now
we’re at 27 degrees and it’s been snowing
for fifteen hours!  Here in the mountains,
we have “dogwood winter”, “blackberry
winter”, “daffodil winter” and springtime
cold spells named after damn near every-
thing that grows.  I think we are now ex-
periencing daffodil winter but there is
some controversy that it could be dogwood
winter because someone saw the dog-
woods blooming up at the old A & P su-
permarket building.  I don’t care what they
call this cold front, I’m just ready for it to
blow on out of here and let the sun shine
again!

The Great Smoky Mountains RR is
running all their excursions out of Bryson
City, NC for their 2009 season.  This

change has allowed me to offer a summer
time, two day run that covers the entire line
on June 6th & 7th.  You are all welcome to
attend.  Look for info online or in the back
pages of this publication.  I promise winter
will be over by that time!

Not too much to report in this issue,
so how about a reminder to give your mo-
torcars a precise going over before they are
pressed into service for summer excursion
duty.  Remember, there’s plenty of stuff
underneath your car that needs inspection
and adjustment to assure a safe, trouble-
free trip.

Don’t forget to mail in your vote for
the upcoming Area Four election. I appre-
ciate your support!
We’ll talk again, Tom Falicon

CCaallll  ffoorr
CCaalleennddaarr
PPhhoottooss

The deadline for photos for the
2010 calendar is September 15, 2009. In
general,  photographs taken in the last
year are desired. Electronic submissions
are preferred. Send photos on CD to The
SETOFF Editor by mail.  

Brian Davis, Editor
5626 Chadwell Cir.
Ravenna, Ohio  44266

Please mark the envelope “2010 calendar.”
Photo files must be high resolution with .jpg
extensions.  Please include some caption in-
formation such as the name of the railroad
where the event took place and the photog-
rapher’s name.  Please support the 2010 cal-
endar by sending in your shots.

In terms of your motorcar an essential
list might include the following items: ex-
cursion documents, NARCOA Insur-
ance/Certification Card/Rule Book #6.3,
vehicle and trailer identification, USA
reentry forms (when returning from
Canada), GPS/batteries, field glasses,
NARCOA tuned two way radio/ head-
phones/intercom, small bag for litter, small
cooler for liquids/lunch, turntable boards,
well-equipped tool box/ spare parts,
grease/hand wipes, two signal flags, flash-
light, safety can for spare gas (with your
name/car number on it), tube of
grease/gun, engine oil, gear lube and don’t
forget  snacks to satisfy the munchies!

When it comes to your personal gear
an essential list might include: personal
protective gear (hardhat, safety glasses, or-
ange safety vest), layered clothing for
warm and cool climate, rain gear, hat, work
gloves, ankle high hard soled boots and/or
steel toed boots (when required), sun-
glasses, sunscreen., mosquito repellent
with DEET, medicine, toiletries, cam-
era/film/memory cards/extra batteries,
passport (when traveling outside the USA),
reading material, journal and other items
that you deem essential.

Lists can be a great help.  However, in
my case, as soon as I prepare the list I re-
alize I forget something very important.
So, if you discover I have suffered that age
problem let me know and I will revise the
list.

A wise owl and seasoned NARCOA
traveler reminds me often about the six P’s
– “proper prior planning prevents p**s
poor performance”.  Be alert . . be pre-
pared . . be safe!  See you on the rails. 
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Area Ten
WA, OR, ID, MT, AK, WY

Jim Spicer

Director At
Large

Bernie Leadon

Nominations,
Elections

Carl Anderson

22000099  NNAARRCCOOAA  AAnnnnuuaall  MMeeeettiinngg

September 25-26, 2009
Sheraton Gateway Suites
6501 North Mannheim Road

Rosemont, IL  60018
This meeting is open to all paid NARCOA members.

Any member wishing to address the board, or add items to the agenda, must
contact Mark Springer at (316) 721-4804 or lospinos@cox.net
To secure a hotel reservation at the NARCOA rate, contact 

Carl Anderson at 847-882-5329 or ca636@aol.com.

As noted elsewhere in this issue, Edi-
tor Wayne Parsons is stepping down as
SETOFF Editor. I cannot thank him
enough for the outstanding job he has done
with our publication, which he has basi-
cally upgraded to magazine level. That ef-
fort did require slightly more time than he
had planned (understatement), and he has
chosen to step down as Editor, although he
will remain involved in various ways, in-
cluding tutoring his successor, Brian
Davis.  

We are very fortunate again in having
a very talented person, like Brian, step up
to become our new Editor, and I'm sure he
will also do an outstanding job.  Brian is
new to the motorcar hobby, but comes to
us with extensive experience in Boy Scout
leadership in his area, including producing
newsletters in Scouting. He is a railfan,
and is restoring his first motorcar, getting
ready for the summer season.

I ask everyone to support Brian in his
new endeavor by getting in touch with
him, and writing and sending in articles.
Get your camera ready and take plenty of
photos this summer on the runs you attend.
Don't forget to take some in the vertical
format for possible SETOFF covers (I got
one last year!). 

We have one of the best hobby publi-
cations anywhere, which was one of the
motivators for Brian to put his name for-
ward for the Editor position.  Assistant Ed-
itor Leon Sapp seconds that opinion,
which is part of why he is involved with
helping produce the Setoff.  Please support
these VOLUNTEERS' efforts by pitching
in and sending articles and photos.

See you on the rails, Bernie

Greetings from the Far Corner. For
those that have not heard, our own Bill
Taylor has been named Operations Com-
mittee Chairman. Bill is well qualified and
will do a great job. As OPs Committee
Chairman Bill is now on Judiciary Com-
mittee. Any of you that need points can
contact Bill. ☺

We have some new track on the
agenda this year. Don Piercy has some new
rail lined up on Vancouver Island. Bill Tay-
lor has new rail on his Big Sky Adventure
III. Bill filled that trip in record time, there
is a long waiting list.

With the down turn in our economy
we are seeing a lot of track being used for
car storage. This has affected some of our
favorite events. Jim Morefield pointed out
this can be good news or bad news. The in-
dependent short lines are receiving more
revenue from car storage than they have
seen in years. That's the good news. When
the stored cars are gone, will the rails fol-
low? That is the potential bad news.

By the time you read this hopefully
most will have made at least one motorcar
trip. I hope you did you winter mainte-
nance and had a trouble free trip. Those
that have not made a trip yet, be sure you
have fresh fuel and a good battery.

One last thing before you set off and
go home; thank your EC, car inspector, pa-
perwork person and railroad host. They put

of you in Fairmont displaying your Fair-
mont-built motor cars and then enjoying an
excursion from Fairmont to Albert Lea and
back the following day.  This is a once-in-
a-lifetime event, and I encourage every one
of you, whether you bring a car or just
come for the display and open house, to
come join the fun on June 13th & 14th.
This is a great opportunity for NARCOA
members to show their appreciation to
Fairmont (Harsco) for building such reli-
able pieces of railroad equipment, because
without them we wouldn’t have this fine
hobby.

I would like to take this opportunity to
thank Wayne Parsons for his super job as
SETOFF editor.  During his brief one year
at the helm, he has added new ideas which
make for a publication of which we can be
proud. I hope to see Wayne on the rails in
the future and wish him the very best.

in a lot of work so you could enjoy a trip
on the rails.

Pat and I hope to see all of you on the
rails this summer.
Jim

Insurance
Coordinator
Tom Norman

22000099  SSeettss  AA  RReeccoorrdd
FFoorr  PPaarrttiicciippaattiioonn  IInn
NNAARRCCOOAA  IInnssuurraannccee

Now that the 3/31/2009 cut off date
for current NARCOA members to buy
insurance has passed, I thought I would
give everyone an update. We currently
have 967 insured operators. Last year at
this time we had 922 and had 52 new
members apply after the cut off date for
a total of 974 insured in 2008. New
members can apply for insurance after
the cut off date. So it appears that if we
get another 50 new members applying
after 3/31/09 we could set an all time
high number of insured.---Tom 

Ballots for the even number Board of
Directors seats are included with this
SETOFF.  Even if your area has only one
candidate, the percentage of membership
voting in that area is of significance.

VOTE NOW
Yes you can
Its Important
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Snoqualmie Falls
to

North Bend,
Washington

By Jan Taylor
Participants ran from the falls at the
west end of the line to . . . 

. . . beyond the bridge over the Sno-
qualmie River at 'orth Bend.

After running from
the museum to 'orth
Bend several times,
some of the partici-
pants moved their
cars to the other side
of the museum’s static
display to run out to
Snoqualmie Falls. 

Behind the cars is the
museum’s restored US
Plywood Corporation
#11 Baldwin 2-6-6-2.
To read about the res-
toration project visit
the museum’s website
at: 

www.trainmuseum.org

The calendar read “Spring,” and Sat-
urday, March 21 proved to be typical—
some sunshine, some drizzle but nothing
serious enough to dampen the enthusiasm
of motor car operators out for the first
time this season. EC Steve Healy organ-
ized a Pacific Railcar Operators warm–up
run, hosted by the Northwest Railway
Museum east of Seattle. In addition to
their fully restored 1890 depot, the mu-
seum boasts an extensive collection of
logging equipment and has operated an
interpretive railway for nearly 40 years. 

Hosting this run proved a little chal-
lenging. January’s flooding which left the
BNSF Snoqualmie Pass main line out of
service also did extensive damage in Sno-
qualmie. Photos on the NRM website
show the extent of the repairs needed.  

Photo by Jack Hodge Photo by Jack Hodge

Photo by Jack Hodge

Photo from �RMPhoto from �RM
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Run participants included Steve (EC) and Valerie Healy; Terry and Kath-
leen Brindley; Jerry and Lorelei Hixon; Jerri and Bob McCoy; Karl Klontz
& Jack Hodge; Terry and Marleen Wade; Don Piercy & Jug Bernhart; and
Bill and Jan Taylor.  Milt Swanson, Roger Sackett, Bruce Ferguson and Bruce
Wendt  showed up for conversation and camaraderie.

Top: 'RM’s new shops where they
complete their restoration projects. 

Right: Terry Wade and his daughter
Missy watch the stenciling process on a
restored 'P boxcar.

Below: As you can see, recent repairs
have the railroad looking good and
ready for its very active tourist season.
Here Jerry & Lorelei Hixon and  Terry
& Kathleen Brindley depart Sno-
qualmie for 'orth Bend, with a stop at
the museum’s shops on the way.

Right: Bob McCoy used this run as an
opportunity to be mentored. While Bob
has been a 'ARCOA member for sev-
eral year—long enough to have been
grandfathered in when mentoring was
innitiated—he has not owned or oper-
ated a motor car until recently. 

This was the perfect place to get famil-
iar with his car and his fellow opera-
tors—lots of stopping and starting,
several gracde crossings, attention to
following distances, and a limited num-
ber of other operators to offer up good
advice! That grin on his face lasted all
day, and wife Jerri seemed to enjoy
herself also.

Photo from �RM

Photo by Jack Hodge

Photo by Jerri McCoy

Photo by Jerri McCoy

Left: Don Piercy used this run as an op-
portunity to test his Beaver 2MC Hy-
drostatic drive car with air mount
suspension! It can haul three people,
but the one sitting on the tunnel keeps
setting off the horn. Read the article
"Barrie Welding and Machine Ldt.
(Beavercar)" in the next SETOFF issue
for more details on this cars’ manufac-
turer. 

Photo by Don Piercy
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Recreational Railroad Coalition

Photo by Jim Culbertson

Photo by Lorraine Correa

Recreational Railroad Coalition’s recent activities included (above left) hosting Motorcar Operators West, March 22, 2009 on the
Linden Branch of the Stockton Terminal & Eastern Railroad in Stockton, CA, where the line inculdes some street running.  On
March 24th the spray crew (above right) of Tom Correa and Grant Vogel worked on the Amador Central Railroad at Ione, CA.

Technical changes are coming to the ra-
dios used by the railroad industry, and
�ARCOA operators will be effected at
some point.  The following is an excerpt,
with some editing, of an article about rail-
road radio frequencies from the web site
wiki.radioreference.com and is used with
permission from RadioReference.com
LLC.  Thanks go to Warren Riccitelli for
suggesting this article. - Editor

Many rumors have circulated regard-
ing the refarming (bandwitdth changes) of
the railroad radio band and whether or not
people will be able to monitor it once the
changes are made. First of all, don't
worry... These changes will progress very
slowly. There isn't going to be a point
where everything changes in a day, or even
a month. It will take years before the
whole rail system adopts a totally new
standard. 

The basis for these changes are the
various mandates that the FCC has im-
posed for radio systems.  Their overall
goal is to reorganize the radio spectrum so
there's more room for all of the wireless
equipment being put into use today, and
also to try and create more interoperabil-
ity between various services. One of the
ways they're creating more space, is by
narrowing the channel spacing in different
service bands by splitting them. 

The original AAR railroad radio band
has a 15 kHz spacing between each chan-
nel.  Modern technology allows channels
to be spaced much closer together now,
which creates more channels in a much

smaller amount of radio spectrum. The
FCC mandates that new radio systems use
a smaller 12.5 kHz spacing by 2013. They
also want new radio systems to eventually
be capable of an even smaller channel
spacing, mandating that manufacturers
make all new equipment capable of a 6.25
kHz spacing by 2011, and that end users
of new systems use a 6.25 kHz spacing by
2018. The new railroad band plan is the
one that would be adopted for the first 12.5
kHz mandate by 2013. This plan does not
require radios to be digital. However, due
to technical limitations for the much
tighter 6.25 kHz channel spacing that will
eventually happen, that plan will most
likely require radios to be digital. It's this
second new plan due in 2018 that has rail-
roads experimenting with digital and try-
ing to decide how exactly they will go
about the change. Most radios being pur-
chased now are capable of both analog and
digital, or they're at least capable of being
modified to digital. 

So what will digital mean? For now
it's hard to say exactly how it will all work.
The most important thing to emphasize
though, is that this will be a very slow
change, and it will most likely NOT in-
clude any encryption on normal voice
channels. For now, two digital protocols
seem to be getting tested by the railroads
and evaluated. The earliest one is APCO-
25 or 'P25'. This protocol is already widely
in use around the US on various civil and
private radio systems. However, Motorola
has indicated that they don't seem to have

much interest in the railroad industry at
this point, due to the fact that they've dis-
continued both the railroad Spectra and
Astro Spectra radio models. 

Also in the running for the new digital
protocol for railroad radio is the Kenwood
/ Icom format called NXDN. This protocol
is newer and proprietary to Kenwood and
Icom equipment. It's also cheaper to im-
plement than P25. Having a proprietary
digital protocol for the rail industry would-
n't be that much of a problem, because un-
like civil services, the rail industry is fairly
self contained. They don't need their sys-
tem to be compatible with other services.
It's been reported that the big roads have
been testing not only P25 but also the
NXDN protocol. Which one will be the
winner is still up in the air; perhaps neither
in the end. As of late 2008, some of the
new radio equipment being fielded by the
large roads is: 
Norfolk Southern: Kenwood TK-290
portables, unknown mobiles. 
CSX: Icom portables, Motorola mobiles
and Kenwood portables. 
BNSF: Kenwood TK-290 & TK-2180
portables, some Motorolas, Kenwood TK-
790 and 740 mobiles. 
UPRR: Kenwood TK-290 & TK-2180
portables. 
Motorola no longer produces a dedicated
'clean cab' railroad radio, such as the Spec-
tra or Astro Spectra. Motorola does have
the P25 capable XTL2500 and XTL5000
mobiles, but these are not dedicated 'clean
cab' style radios. 

Railroad Radio Channel Spacing
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EExxccuurrssiioonn  CCoooorrddiinnaattiioonn
How It Can Go Wrong

What the Operations Book Says
By Wayne Parsons, EC

Beginning with this article, and con-
tinuing with the following ones from Ex-
cursion Coordinators Gary Shrey and
Warren Riccitelli, The SETOFF is paying
tribute to the difficult, and often thankless
efforts, made by NARCOA Excursion Co-
ordinators.  As you will see in these pages,
lining up and running successful events is
a combination of good management and
personal local contact.

My first event did not have any inci-
dents and we got invited back the next
year.  Otherwise it was a near disaster.  I
made the mistake of planning a day that
was way too long without any provision
for delays.  We fell behind in our schedule
and had to go in the hole for an unexpected
train meet.  Two cars broke down, and for
various reasons, could not be taken into
tow.  To keep the group moving, I chose to
set them off in the middle the desert, and
consequently one of the cars was vandal-
ized by the time the owner got back. 

At 6 pm, with just two hours left on
our track warrant, the group was still over
50 miles from setoff.  To clear the tracks
by the end of our warrant, I had everyone
run as fast as they could.  In the falling twi-
light the group became stretched out over
many miles making radio contact difficult.
My hand cramped from holding the throt-
tle hard open as my B48G ran against the
governor.  As the last car I pulled onto the
house track at the stroke of  8pm.  A brake-
man threw the switch behind me and the
waiting train let out an angry two beat blast
of his horn as he came up to power.  

Officially I hadn't stuck the train, but
in reality I had. The experience left me
with a great sense of caution about all as-
pects of event coordination.

We all think we know what the EC
does.  Do we really?  Here is a shortened
excerpt from the NARCOA Operations
Handbook.  This is the minimum that
NARCOA expects.  It is cautionary to note
that the sanctions - levied behind the
closed door of the Judiciary Committee -
against ECs who fail in these duties are se-
vere.  Please read this over.  You will find
many opportunities to help at your next
event.

A NARCOA insured motorcar excur-

sion is one in which a certified Excursion
Coordinator had received a Certificate of
Permission signed by a representative of
the host railroad, a Certificate of Insurance
naming the host railroad as an additional
insured, and NARCOA General Releases
from the participants.

Once the EC has obtained permission
to ride a host railroad, it is helpful to ask
the 28 questions listed in the operations
handbook.   

The EC has the responsibility to coor-
dinate all phases of the event including
being the sole contact with the railroad,
and selecting a team of qualified members
to help with registration, inspection of mo-
torcars, grade crossing protection, and stor-
ing of automobiles and trailers.

The EC is responsible for arranging li-
ability insurance coverage for the host rail-
road and making sure that all operators
have motorcar insurance and a NARCOA
Rule Book Examination Card. 

The EC must make a realistic plan  for
the day(s) event  considering the number
of cars expected. A good plan will include
the following items: a realistic schedule
that allows for assembling time (set-on),
paper work time, inspection time, a safety
meeting, ride time, meals, toilet facilities,
ending time (setoff).  Parking must be pro-
vided.  The best set-on place is a paved
parking lot with a track running through it.

One of the most important items is the
paperwork!  This is necessary to protect
our insurance.   Pre-registration is advan-
tageous, but not always possible.   All the
releases, waivers, directions, and informa-
tion should be sent to registrants well in
advance of the event with instructions to
return them to the Excursion Coordinator
prior to the event.  Usually the EC has a
registration table staffed by two people to
check for motorcar insurance and exam
cards.  At registration everyone attending
the event must sign NARCOA approved
waivers and releases.  On multiple day
events, newcomers should be identified at
the morning safety meeting and a check
made that they have signed the release.

ECs should provide members with a
schedule of the trip’s events, track profiles,
and railroad timetables showing the sta-

tions and towns they will travel through.
ECs can save participants money if

they get group rates at motels ahead of
time.  On long tour events, transportation
from the railroad to motels is often needed.
Arrangements for buses or vans should be
made.  Often when dealing with vendors
in distant cities, multiple follow up calls
are needed to make sure the bus will be
there to pick up your 40 people. 

Publicity must be sent to the NAR-
COA web site prior to receiving the Cer-
tificate Of Insurance.  This is an effort to
prevent “stealth” events where just a few
friends know about the run  Announce-
ments should include the date, name of the
railroad and set-on location, costs, track
mileage, maximum number of cars al-
lowed, and the person to contact for infor-
mation.  Any other type of publicity, such
as TV, Radio, Newspapers, etc. should be
cleared with the host railroad.

The EC should consider security and
safety issues.  Sometimes it is necessary to
provide security for the motorcars
overnight.  At a minimum, contacting the
local police ahead of time and telling them
of the event is good idea.  For medical
emergencies in a high density region, such
as the Northeast, just calling 911 may be
all that is needed to summon necessary aid.
In other less accessible areas such as the
mountains or the open desert, the EC may
need to know how to get a medevac heli-
copter on short notice.  Face it, many of
our members are older, and with the in-
creased activity level at a motorcar event,
could have a heart attack at anytime.  The
EC should think about, and know how to
provide for, these possibilities.

It is suggested that the EC be either
the lead or rear end motorcar. The end op-
posite the Excursion Coordinator should
be someone with great experience in all
facets of motorcar operations and be expe-
rience at running events.  Both lead and
rear motorcar should have a copy of the
Certificate of Permission and other docu-
ments issued by the host railroad.

Finally, because schedules change,
ECs should tell everyone to carry a supply
of needed medicines, such as insulin.
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Did you ever wonder what is done to
make an excursion happen?  For many of
us the excursion process is simple: send in
a check with the application, book a room,
and show up for set-on at the specified
time and place with our speeder.  Yes we
all know that the Excursion Coordinator
(EC) has contacted the railroad.  Now
here's the rest of the story!

INITIAL CONTACT
Last October, with the help of my as-

sistant coordinator, Dale Steiner, and too
many others to mention, I coordinated a
first time ride in western Pennsylvania on
the Knox & Kane Railorad at Marienville
(see January 2009 SETOFF page 8).  At-
tempts to get an excursion on this railroad
had failed in the past.  In early July, I heard
that the RR had been sold to the Ko-
valchick Corporation.  I had a very good
working relationship with them, having
done many excursions on their “Piney
Branch” RR several years ago.  I immedi-
ately called and asked if the sale was true.
A couple of weeks later I got approval - if
the line was able to be run.  Only one en-
gine had been over the line in the last year
or so, and no one was sure of the condition
of the railroad. 

SURVEY TRIP
I called Dale, and we took a five hour

ride to visually check out the railroad on
August 16, 2008.  The K & K has about 80

miles of track.  I had spent an evening
printing out maps of the entire line.  We
found several crossings removed south of
Marienville, but the railroad was intact
from there to the Kinzua Bridge, about 48
miles.  We spent the entire day, checking
and photographing every crossing.  All
along the rails both days we had to look for
places to park and set-on, places to eat,
restroom stops, and turn around spots.
There were some weeds but the line looked
passable.  We both were free the next
weekend, but tied up for several weeks
after that.  We had to move fast.  

If we could do the run, the only avail-
able weekend was Oct 25-26.  We needed
time to do a mailing and make all prepara-
tions.  Wanting to do a trial run / clean-up
work party the next weekend, we first had
to get a “Certificate of Permission” signed
by the owners, advertise an excursion on
the NARCOA site, and send payment and
the certificate to our insurance representa-
tive in NY state to get a “Certificate of In-
surance” for the railroad.  A trick with both
these items – I make them for 90 days in
duration.  In the case of the K&K, one in-
surance certificate covered the work party
days and the projected event days.  With a
lot of trust, cooperation, and heavy use of
fax machines, we managed to obtain in-
surance for the next weekend.  Calls were
made, and friends came through to help

with the work party. 
WORK PARTY DAY ONE

On August 24th, four speeders with
picks, shovels, hoes, and chainsaws started
in Marienville.  With a crew of Dale, me,
our wives Cathy and Eileen, two other
speeder operators and a local friend, we
headed for Kane.  It took 6 hours of cross-
ing cleaning and tree cutting to travel the
32 rail miles from Marienville to Kane.
The local people were very helpful and
seemed behind us 100%.  They want the
railroad to stay.  While in Kane, a local
man gave me a local phone book and his
phone numbers.  He said to call if he could
help in any way.  He hooked me up with
the local chamber of commerce and the
owner of a lot we could park in for our
Sunday set-on.  The return trip took 3
hours.  Day one was a success.

WORK PARTY DAY TWO
On August 25th, our same crew set-on

in Kane to clean and cut our way to the
Kinzua Bridge State Park.  The park ranger
was excited to see us arrive at the bridge.
She was very helpful with everything and
wanted notification of when we were
going to return.  We decided that the park,
with its flush toilets and picnic tables,
would be a great place for our Sunday
lunch.  On our return trip, we stopped for
lunch at a restaurant in Mount Jewett.
While there, we asked if they could cater

lunch at the bridge for us
on Oct 26.  They agreed
to give it some thought,
and we exchanged infor-
mation.  We had a nice
trip back to Kane.  Then
the real planning started.
PLANNING THE

EVENT - LODGING
First up is find a place
where participants could
stay.  In Marienville is
the Microtel Inn, a nice
place only a couple of
years old.  Located a half
mile from the first day’s
set-on, and 24 road miles
from the second set-on,
they agreed to give us a
reasonable rate for both
nights.  This early con-

SSeettttiinngg  UUpp  AAnn  EEvveenntt
A Case Study of the Knox & Kane Railroad

By Gary Shrey, EC

Work party arrives at Kinzua Bridge State Park.  The main attraction on the Knox & Kane Railroad
was a ride across this 301 feet tall and 2052 feet long trestle.  Originally constructed in 1882 of iron, it
was rebuilt out of steel in 1900.  Trains crossing the bridge were restricted to 5 mph because the loco-
motives caused the bridge to vibrate.  With the help of railroad owner 'ick Kovalchick, a  park was
opened in 1970 so the public could see this fourth tallest railway bridge in the US.  A tornado struck
the area in 2003 causing the center portion to collapse.  

Photo by Jamie Haislip
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tact with the motel saved the participants
some money by getting them a group rate.

FINDING SET-ON LOCATIONS
Second up is where to set-on.  For the

first day, the wide crossing by the station in
Marienville was ideal with good line of
sight for traffic control.  There was also
room to park our trailers at the station.  Set-
on for the second day in Kane was a chal-
lenge.  One crossing near the station was a
possibility, but had no parking and was lo-
cated on a curve creating some traffic con-
trol problems.  Local contacts made on the
work party days suggested the use of a
crossing south of town on a lightly used
road.  Here the high school had a parking
lot near the crossing and a local business-
man had a storage lot across the street.  The
storage lot was the best location, but I
wanted to pursue both possibilities.  I con-
tacted the chamber of commerce, and they
put me in touch with the school.  After sev-
eral calls, the school said we could use
their lot at no charge, if a form was filed.  I
downloaded their form, filled it out, and re-
ceived written permission in the mail.
Meanwhile, I had trouble contacting the
other lot owner.  Finally, I found out he
was a race car owner and would be at a
race I was attending.  I tracked him down
there and got permission to use his lot
also—no charge.  Leaving the race, I trav-
eled from Route 66 to the Sunday set-on
site, and my wife Eileen wrote turn by turn
instructions for later inclusion in the infor-
mation packet.

TOILET FACILITIES
From the chamber of commerce I got

the number of a local porta-john dealer.  I
decided that one was needed at the station
in Marienville set-on and one was needed
at the set-on in Kane.  There were toilets at
Kinzua Bridge State Park.  I made a side
trip to Kane on the day I was at the race
and took photos of where I wanted the toi-
let placed.  I e-mailed the photo locations
to the porta-john provider and arranged
payment.

TURNAROUNDS
Day one was easy - there is a wye in

Kane.  We would run through the wye,
back down to the station, have lunch, then
take the other leg of the wye for our return
to the Marienville set-on.  Day two was a
challenge and here the survey trip provided
the answer.  Our journey would end at the
bridge.  We had found a large area about ¼
mile from the bridge where the area be-
tween the rails was completely filled.  Cars
without turntables would turn here and

back down to the bridge
WHERE TO EAT

Again, the survey trip provided the an-
swers.  Breakfast each day was the com-
plimentary continental breakfast at the
Microtel Inn.  Lunch on day one was a
convenience market across the street from
the Kane station that had sandwiches, piz-
zas, and salads.  Day two was box  lunches
at the Kinzua Bridge State Park, arranged
with the local restaurant.

FINAL ITINERARY
Armed with first-hand knowledge of

the track, and many of the details worked
out, I began to plan the daily schedules, the
speed the group needed travel to arrive at
our lunch stops on time, the length of lunch
breaks, what crossings needed flagging,
how many speeders could safely partici-
pate and get back to setoff at a reasonable
time.  Dale and I got together and hashed
this out.  Once we had our total plan, in-
cluding the budget, we "went public."

ANNOUNCING THE EVENT &
PREPARING PACKETS

With the "Certificate of Insurance" in
hand, I made an announcement of the
event on the NARCOA web site and to my
local club’s e-mail list.  As inquiries came
in, I had to make applications and arrange
to have them printed and mailed.  There
were still many calls and E-mails to the
restaurant people to come up with a menu
which I also had printed.  I had to make
and print responses to be returned to each
applicant with motel information, set-on
directions, and itinerary.  A map to each
set-on was also created and printed.  I de-
cided an information pack about the rail-
road would also be appropriate.  Dale
made a map of the railroad.  I called the
park ranger and got her to send informa-
tion.  I also called the chamber of com-
merce in Kane and got information sent.  I
made a list of all participants and got it
printed.  I included a copy of our itinerary
for those who didn’t bring the one they got
in the mail.  I also talked to the
local newspaper.  They wrote an
article which I copied, printed
and included.  I then made and
printed NARCOA releases to be
signed the day of the set-on.

SET-ON & SECURITY
We asked that people who

could arrive on Friday evening
to please set-on from 5PM to
7PM.  This would get us going
earlier Saturday and help us
meet our time schedule.  We

now needed security for the speeders
overnight.  The restaurant owner in
Marienville that was putting on extra help
to feed the people on Friday and Saturday
evenings provided an introduction to the
local Sheriff.  He said he’d keep an extra
watch on things for us.  He lived near the
station and could see the speeders from his
home!  In addition, one of the participants
was camping at the station and would be
there all night.

Dale helped park the haulers in the
limited space available.  Our wives flagged
the traffic for both days’ set-on and setoff.
They also handled all operators’ and pas-
sengers’ release forms and distributing in-
formation packets.

OPERATIONS &
ADDITIONAL WORK PARTY
Two months passed from the first

work party clean-up run until the event, so
we decided go over the rails the day before
and reopen the line.  It’s good we did.  A
hurricane had gone through since our pre-
vious cleaning.  John Hafer, former K& K
engineer, and Jim Woods, former K&K
fireman, joined Jamie Haislip, Mark North,
Dale and Cathy Steiner, me and my wife
Eileen, and Wayne Parsons to cut more
than 20 fallen trees and re-open the flange
ways mudded shut by the storm.  

FOLLOW UP
All-in-all, it turned out to be a great

weekend.  After the excursion, I contacted
the Kovalchick Corporation to let them
know all went well, thanked them, and
mailed a check for the use of the railroad.

The next time you go on an excursion,
appreciate what your coordinator did.
Many railroads are easier because they
don’t need the work parties, but all of the
other things are necessary.  Easily over a
100 calls and even more E-mails went into
the making of this excursion.  I wouldn’t
even guess at the hours spent not only by
me, but also the assistant coordinator and
all the others who helped.

Knox & Kane work party Day Two: In late August
the rail is completely overgrown in many places.

Photo by Gary Shrey
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SSoo  YYoouu  WWaanntt  TToo  BBee  
AAnn  EExxccuurrssiioonn  CCoooorrddiinnaattoorr??

By Warren Riccitelli, EC

So you want to be an Excursion Coor-
dinator?  The question is do you know
what that means, and are you really open to
the challenge?  It means different things to
many affiliates and members, and even our
own board of directors.  I will try to make
sense of the whole process, including plan-
ning, continued education, the mental
stress and its personal gratification.

Last year, the NARCOA Board of Di-
rectors passed the criteria that all new ECs
will have to abide by in the future.  The
program includes education and initial test-
ing, a mentoring program, and ongoing
continuing education.  It does not cover the
individual affiliates that implement their
own procedures, but supplements these to
have successful events.  Some ECs are in-
dividuals and others are members of affil-
iates that have true governing bodies.  But
all our excursions are treated as a small
business, with budgets and an EC in
charge.  The following information is
based more on individual EC’s and what
they must go through, and my own experi-
ences. 

When the snow starts flying and
Christmas is near, I start thinking about
getting back out on the road with one of
my trusty motorcars.  I start thinking about
the 10 or 12 weekends that I hope to plan
over the next year.  I have input from many
trusty operators and try to find a balance of
excursions covering an area within a day's
commute for me.  I look at the railroads I
have created relationships with over the
years, look at management changes within
railroads and coordinate this with my fam-
ily life calendar to keep harmony in the
house and keep “the little lady” happy.  

I must have permission to do the ex-
cursion from a new railroad.  Over the
years, I have found that the worst commu-
nication device to get hold of someone in
the railroad industry is the telephone.  I
have found that you can’t get them on the
phone, and if you do, it is usually late in
the day and you are the last one they want
to hear from.  I have found that a properly
prepared package with our rule book, in-
surance requirements, judicial policy, etc.,
to be read at their leisure, works a lot bet-
ter than that last phone call of the day.
Once a relationship is established, E-mails

and a verbal communication retarding the
best time to call works more efficiently.
And you might even get their cell phone
number, when the interest is drummed up.

The North East Rail Car Association
(NERCA) does a few railroads almost an-
nually.  You must work on building a rela-
tionship with the railroad and the person
that gives you the permission to run.  With
several, I have established great relation-
ships and remain in contact with them
throughout the year.  Working with many
of the railroads in the area, and getting to
know them as friends and partners, has
given me the resources to help other rail-
roads with the resources I have mustered.
Once a good relationship is created, usu-
ally a simple phone call or E-mail is all that
is needed to procure that next excursion. 

Our “Annual Snowflake Run” on the
Hobo Railroad in New Hampshire is al-
most the same, year after year.  The only
difference is the food on the menus and
possibility of working around “the Ca-
boose Train.”  Others, like the Finger
Lakes railroad are never done the same.
Different branches, with and without night
runs, and different lunch menus or barbe-
cues bring an unlimited matrix of what can
be done, and every year it is different.  It is
all about knowing your resources and
using them.

In recent years, I have added two more
great communication tools to the list.  My
affiliate, the North East Rail Car Associa-
tion (NERCA), participates in the annual
Big E Train Show held in West Spring-
field, MA in January each year.  Over
twenty-five thousand people attend and
many of the railroads have booths at the
show.  I go to the show with a rough sched-
ule and work my railroad contacts at the
show, filling in dates for excursions for the
year from my ‘wish list’.   I also have the
chance to work with new railroads or rail-
roads that have been hesitant in the past.  

The other show I attend is the New
England Railroad Club annual trade show
and dinner.  Open only to railroad man-
agement, it is another place that has been
very cordial.  It enables me to give refer-
ences to a prospect railroad and go over to
and discuss any issues they may have with
motorcars. 

I also have to coordinate my schedule
with other EC’s and affiliates that are up to
600 miles away.  Active communication
with them will allow you both to offer
great trips on different weekends and give
our membership more excursions to
choose from or more to participate in.

In the next issue, I will discuss some
of the more challenging issues that go with
coordinating, but now I want to relate to a
few personnel experiences that I have
found challenging and rewarding.

I once had an excursion that the rail-
road canceled at 3:00 PM on Friday after-
noon.  I was already two hundred miles
from home with another two hundred to
go.  Experience has taught me to have a
roster with everyone’s telephone number.
I was able to get hold of all the participants
on my cell.  We were saddened, but no one
got angry about the cancellation.  Almost
all just laughed it off, and it was never
brought up again.

Make sure you have a deadline date
on your trips, with a pay up front policy.
In the past I'd let people pay at set-on.  As
the economy fell during 2008, I began to
have more ‘no-shows.’  This was a killer
financially, as I had to make up for hotel
rooms and meals that were ordered but not
used.  

With over thirty years in the Boy
Scouts, their motto “Be Prepared” is my
guide.  Be prepared for anything and
everything.  I have seen surprises along the
way that I sometimes try to forget.  Last
year, after a thirteen hour day on an
overnight excursion, we came to park our
cars at a museum a half mile in from the
road on the darkest night of the year.  I had
arranged for a bus to take us to the hotel.
The bus was a no show, and no one an-
swered the phone at the company office.
One of my assistants walked out to the
street where he was able to wave down a
12 passenger van with an immigrant driver.
He agreed take his family home and return
to help us out and even called a friend for
another van.  They returned in the morn-
ing to get us back to the motorcars and it
will always be remembered as the vans
with the “POM-POMS.”
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TThhee  AAddaammss  MMoottoorr  &&  MMaannuuffaaccttuurriinngg  CCoommppaannyy
Motorcar Milestones By Leon Sapp

The Adams Motor & Manufacturing
Company was established in Chicago in
1909 and began offering a very basic gaso-
line track inspection car.  The motorcar
was still a relatively new arrival on Amer-
ican rails and the market was booming.  

Their original
car was a small off-
center or ‘side-load’
design along the
lines of the old hand
powered velocipede
but utilized a single
cylinder gasoline en-
gine and direct drive.
Their proprietary en-
gine was reversible,
air-cooled, 2-cycle
with 4.5 inch bore
and an equal stroke connected to an eccen-
tric on the rear axle as the crank.  To save
weight, all Adams cars were of wood con-
struction and the frames consisted of ash
members with an oak top deck.  

Their 17-inch main wheels had
wooden centers with distinctive tear-drop
cutouts with steel hubs and cast tires.  The
out-rigger rode on 14-
inch wheels with grey
iron hubs fitted with
compression grease
cups.   Initial sales
were very good, and a
short time later they
also offered larger
more conventional
center tunnel designs with a slightly
greater carrying capacity of up to four
workmen.  These larger cars rode on solid
wood center 14-inch wheels.  With only
occasional and very minor improvements,
they would continue to offer the same
basic designs for nearly 30 years. 

Adams advertised their cars as “Guar-
anteed for Life,” but when one did break
down it was often cheaper to replace them
than it was to repair them.  A No. 2 side-
load inspection car cost a paltry $145.00,
which was cheap even by the standards of
that time.  In an age of friendlier customer
relations, Adams offered to ship a car for
the customer to try out for 10 days for a
$25.00 deposit.  A sale required only 2%
down and the balance in thirty days.   

The simplicity of the machinery
meant that minor maintenance could eas-

ily be done in the field by relatively un-
skilled workmen.  The entire factory fur-
nished tool kit consisted of only three
small wrenches: one adjustable, one single
and one double ended crescent.  

Economy of operation was always a

big selling point, and Adams cars were
claimed to regularly achieve 70 to 90 mpg.
An early testimonial of a switch tender
told of needing to fill his two gallon tank
only once a week.  But the push-to-start
feature was not well suited for big gangs
and made starting and pulling a trailer of
materials nearly impossible.  The Adams

cars were fast and be-
came popular out west
with the National Parks
Administration where
specially trained “speed-
ermen” would be sent rid-
ing the small cars to
battle forest blazes in
heavily timbered country.  

Adam’s seemed to have always had
the single inspector in mind and side-load
models continued to sell well.  Signal
Maintainers and Lamp Tenders liked them
because of the large open-ended tool tray
that allowed them to carry long cross arm
assemblies, kerosene cans and cumber-
some ladders.  Even with the optional iron
tool tray, a side-load model No. 2 weighed
in at only 270 pounds.  In the years before
dependable all-weather highways and on
branch lines with few or no
passenger trains an amazing
variety of railroad personnel
used light motorcars.  Claim
Agents, Clerks, Switch Lamp
Tenders, Railroad Police, Au-
ditors, Trainmasters and even
Senior Officials could be
found riding the rails.  And

one of the easiest to use, and certainly one
of the cheapest, was the light weight
Adams.  Learning to operate an Adams
would have required very little training.  In
addition to the brake there were only two
control levers.  One shifted the timer while

the other did tripple
duty controlling the
coaster valve, the bat-
tery cut-out and the
throttle.  On the first
models, all one had to
do to start the car was
to hold the compres-
sion relief valve open,
push the car until the
engine fired and then
step on.  In cold
weather a simple

priming valve made starting easier.     
Adams built its’ larger conventional

cars on two basic frames of 36-inch and
42-inch wheelbases.  They were designed
for small gangs of up to four men.  Mod-
els 10, 110, 210 and 310 were on the 42”
frame and differed only in their combina-
tion of plain or roller axle bearings and
cushioned decks.  Models 10a, 110a, 210a
and 310a were on the smaller 36” frame,
and again differed only in the options se-
lected.  The Model 10 weighed between
400 and 440 pounds depending upon the
accessories.  The heaviest configuration
still weighed less than 500 pounds.  Al-
though special paint orders were accepted,
a standard Adams left the factory in Basic
Black or Hunter Green.       

Adams continued to sell motorcars for
over thirty years.  Although they survived
the Great Depression, they began losing
their market share and in 1940 they were
purchased by Woolery.  Two models of
Adams motorcars are currently listed in
the NARCOA roster, and a beautiful 1912
Model 2A (below) that is being restored by
the Illinois Railway Museum.
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AA--44--EE  RRAAIILL  SSKKIIDDSS
The hidden wheel alignment problem

By Jerry Hixson
I bought one of the A4E’s a couple

years back.  I tore it down to the frame,
and then started putting it back together
again.  I went to replacing, restoring, re-
building and painting everything I could to
make my dream railroad car!

During its first, run the car did not
track very smoothly and was very rough
riding.  After the run, looking at the new
pressed steel wheels, I found one wheel on
each side had lost 50% of its usable thick-
ness in less than 175 miles.

Researching in the NARCOA techni-
cal articles I found a wonderful article by
Dick Ray called Good Tracking 1 & 2.  I
started doing what Dick suggested and
was doing fine until I came to the part
about the straight edge across both wheels
on one side.  I could only get two points
out of four touching.  Looking closer, I
found one wheel that turned out and the
other went in.  I just could not see by look-
ing at the frame what was wrong (I had
squared off the frame while it was stripped
down). 

However, looking along the skid rail
a gentle bend was apparent.  It was most
likely from the welding process of making
a channel out of two angle pieces.  Check-
ing with the other A4E owners they said
theirs were that way also, giving the front
and rear a very slight tow-out.  Now with
all the support cross-members, brackets,
and axle bearing mounts, it was really hard
to tell how badly the skid frame was bent
or twisted.

So apart she came!
First, I blocked up the center of the

car.  Then removed the support cross-
member bolts.  The two bolts and nuts
from each end were removed next.  The
frame skid rail should just drop out after
the last one is removed.  What I found was
a bent and twisted piece of junk that had
no straight lines anywhere.  

Duplicating the frame was not hard
because Fairmont used standard metal
sizes.  The only thing I did differently was
weld the lower angle to the upper one, very
slowly not letting the heat build-up enough

to warp or bow the piece.  Laying the new
frame rail next to the old one I could see
how badly out of alignment it was.  Hole-
drillings were in the same spots except for
the two cross-member’s holes which were
in a different area.  These holes were about
¼ inch to the inside from the factory open-
ings because of the fast production welding
on the original piece.

Reinstalling the new rail skids was
just the reverse of the removal.  Now for
the moment of truth, I again did the align-
ment test.  The straight edge now touched
the two wheels on each side in four places.
I was able to complete the final steps of the
alignment with no more problems.  Next
step was to wait for the next excursion.

Setting-on, on a beautiful spring day
and traveling down the Snake River, I
could not believe how much better the ride
was.  Then one more day of riding on some
older track with very little visible wear on
my wheels convinced me that I had found
and fixed the problem.

Photos by Jerry Hixson

Fairmont A4E gang car rail skids bolt directly onto the wheel bearing housings (above left) and have a center support point
(arrow above right).  Jerry Hixson from Carlton, WA, traced his wheel alignment problem to bent rail skids.  Either through
poor heat management during manufacturing, or heavy use by the railroad, his rail skids were bent (below left).   Although his
frame was square, the bend in the skids caused his wheels to be out of alignment.  Hixson made new skids (below right) -
solving the problem. 

�
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History of the Tamper Motorcar
By Rob Baur

Tamper motorcars were made in West
Columbia, South Carolina, from 1980 to
1984.  The manufacturer’s plate says
Tamper, a division of Canron Co., short for
Canadian Iron Co. Tamper and Fairmont
merged with Harsco which still has rail
equipment manufacturing at the site.
Harsco believes that less than 250 cars
were made.  They no longer have records
as it was 25 years ago
and motorcars were a
tiny fraction of the
factory production of
rail equipment.  They
entered the motorcar
market as Hy-rails
were displacing mo-
torcars.  

The Tamper mo-
torcars had fiberglass
bodies.  The TMC-2
was a 2 man car with
a very large single
front window set
back toward the oper-
ator giving an excel-
lent view of the track
over the sloping
hood.  The car was
powered with a 16
HP, B&S opposed flathead twin cylinder
engine, with 18 HP as an option.  The en-
gine is installed “sideways” compared to a
Fairmont MT car.  To prevent hot air from
circulating back to the cooling air intake,
a duct conveyed the exhaust pipes and the
hot air out above the left wheel.  The ear-
liest car we know of does not have the
ducting, so we think cooling was an issue
on the very first cars that was resolved by
the ducting

The fiberglass body was bolted to the
steel chassis with rubber cushions in-be-
tween.  The axle bearing support used a
rubber bushing at each end to absorb
shocks and allow the wheels to follow the
track.  On later cars, the rubber bushings
and cushions were replaced by springs that
were inserted between the chassis and the
body so the chassis could flex and the body
could ride independently.  This makes for
a very smooth ride, allows for chassis flex
to follow the rail and eliminates flexing
stress on the fiberglass.  

On early cars the drive system was a
Salisbury 1190 variable pulley system con-
nected to a forward/neutral/reverse non-

syncro Hester gearbox and chain to the rear
axle.  When idling, belt drag kept the input
shaft spinning in neutral so it would grind
the gears when engaging unless you
shifted with the motor off and started in
gear.  Woodings solved the problem in
their cars by adding a disk brake to stop the
input shaft on their similar belt drive.
Tamper replaced the transmission with a

bullet proof 74 pound planetary gearbox
that is still made in New Hampshire by
Snow-Nabstedt Power Transmissions
(www.SNPT.BIZ).   The gears are always
engaged, shifting tightens a forward or re-
verse clutch band like a Ford Model T
transmission.  The car weighs 1,500
pounds.  The axles are solid with a bronze
bushing in a hub of one front wheel to
allow for turning.  For some reason, all
nuts are oversized heavy Nylocks (nut size
1/8 inch larger than bolt head size).

Other unique features include a re-
movable marine 6 gallon gas tank with a
quick disconnect.  It is reached through the
lockable “trunk” lid in the rear that also
provides access for storage behind the
seats.  The engine and storage space is ac-
cessible by lifting the hood.  A locking
glove box is standard!  Vinyl curtains or
fiberglass doors were options.  The brake
lever is a forklift parking brake that latches
over top dead center for parking.  Several
TMC-2s had flange brakes with an addi-
tional foot brake pedal.

There are two operating TMC-2s,
three are in the midst of rebuilding and six

others are known to exist.  Partial Tamper
records from 1980 show three were sold to
BN, two each to Uruguay, Brazil, and Con-
rail, and one each to AT&SF and FW&D.
Their present existence is unknown.  Two
known cars have sequential xxxx-RD
numbers which is thought to be SP Rental
Department, three were BN and mine had
S.F. Municipal RR paperwork inside. 

Operation of
the Tamper motorcars
is very simple, start
the engine, push the
fwd/rev lever forward
and open the throttle
to 2,500 or so rpm to
accelerate, and then
adjust the throttle to
the desired speed.
The variable diameter
pulley system has
nearly a 4:1 ratio, and
it automatically shifts
up when accelerating
and downshifts when
pulling a hill.  There is
no lugging of the en-
gine at any speed or
when towing.  Tamp-
ers are easy to operate

with lots of power due to the variable pul-
ley drive.  My wife enjoys driving this car,
but would not consider operating my M-19
with its timer, mixture adjustment, throttle,
brake and clutch levers to manipulate.

The modifications I made to my
TMC-2 are homemade wooden “suicide”
doors, turntable, and a thermostatically op-
erated fan to supply cooling air to the en-
gine compartment.  The fan only operates
when idling at an intersection after a hard
run on a warm day.  I installed a Honda 20
HP V-twin, with a Comet 94C torque con-
verter and a Granite State transmission
since there was no engine or drive train
when I got the car.  I looked at all sorts of
drive train options and am very happy with
the OEM system.   As with the Woodings,
you can not push start a pulley drive mo-
torcar.

The Tamper TMC-6 is even rarer mo-
torcar, mine is the only one operating, an-
other is a static display with no drive train,
one is close to operating and two others are
known.    Designed as a 6 man car with no
seats, the operator sat sidesaddle on the

Rob Baur of Lake Oswego, OR and Guy Howard of Junction City, OR have the
only two Tamper TMC-2 motorcars operating in the U.S.  The car on the left’s pre-
vious owner got it from the C'.  It had paperwork stuck inside from the San Fran-
cisco Municipal RR.  The story is that Tamper sent them all over as demonstrators
just as the speeder market crashed.  

Photo by Rob Baur

Please turn to page 16
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ppoorrttaabbllee  rraaddiioo  aanndd  iinntteerrccoomm

is swung up to the roof and latched in
place.  The main power and ground is con-
nected, and then the power from the igni-
tion circuit, the speaker, and the antenna.  

I use an adapter to convert the screw
on antenna connector to a ¼ turn BNC
connector for ease of connecting and dis-
connecting the antenna.   There are foam

Photos by Rob Baur

ppoorrttaabbllee  rraaddiioo  aanndd  iinntteerrccoomm
By Rob Baur

After I got my radio, I looked at other
motorcars to see how they installed the
radio and intercom.  I didn’t like the tan-
gle of wires going in and out of a portable
intercom, but I didn’t want to install a
panel mount intercom since the radio
would be used in three different speeders.
I saw a radio, intercom and AM/FM cas-
sette player mounted on a 1 X 6 inch board
that spanned the roof and was secured with
wing nuts.   I wanted something small be-
cause I take the radio to the hotel when we
park for the night to prevent theft.

I built a box out of ABS plastic that
had the same length and width dimensions
of my Spectra radio.  The ABS was easy to
glue.  I used ½ inch square bar in the cor-
ners to strengthen the box, and to screw the
lid onto.  Pieces of plastic were glued in
the box, and on the lid so the intercom case
was held secure.  I made the box deep
enough for the intercom and all the input
and output jacks. 

I installed the panel mounted intercom
on the driver’s side along with a push to
talk button and headset jacks.  On the op-
posite side I put the interface cable to the
radio and the “co-pilot’s” headset jacks
along with a mini-jack for a portable CD,
or MP3 player, and a volume control.  At
the rear of the box two additional headset
jacks are for the rear seat passengers.

The radio and intercom box are con-
nected by a piece of ABS on either side.
The cable from the intercom stays plugged
into the radio.  The radio is mounted to a
3/8 inch sheet of plastic with a hand hole
for easy carrying.  The plastic has ½ inch
hinges (West Marine) on it that mate to a
pair on the roof of two of the speeders.
Once the hinges are mated, the assembly

strips on the bottom (lid) of the intercom
box for when it sits on top of the tunnel on
my popper.

The setup is very compact, easy to in-
stall and remove, and I can carry it and the
headsets in one hand.

Tamper Motorcars - from page 15

right and the throttle, gear shift and brake
lever operated sideways.  The exterior of
the car is identical at either end with 2 very
large windows and two automotive head-
lights and brake lights.  The strange thing
is the engine is in the rear and drives the
front axle!  With the engine in the rear, the
tunnel is smaller in the front for more
driver room and the heat and noise is be-
hind the operator.  The removable marine
fuel tank is in a area in the front of the tun-
nel.  Roll up vinyl curtains were an option.

The Tamper TMC-12 was a 12 man
gang car with a Perkins 4 cylinder, 44 HP
diesel engine. It weighed 3,200 pounds.  It
was exported to El Salvador and Mexico
(rumor is that one was sighted in Mexico a
few years ago), possibly other locations,
but never sold in the US.

In Australia, Tamper factories made
71 motorcars.  The transmission, engine
and plans were imported, and the chassis

and bodies were fabricated locally.  Thirty
TMC-2s were made, thirty six TMC-6s
were made, and TMC-8s were made in 42
inch gauge.  TMC-8s, unique to Australia,
were also made on basically a TMC-6
body lengthened and placed on a longer
chassis for an 8 man car.  The TMC-6s
were different from their US cousins in
that the dash and controls were switched to
the opposite end and located on top of the
engine housing.  It was a more typical front
engine/rear drive arrangement, probably
for better cooling of the engine in the heat
of Australia.  For photos of the Australian
Tampers please see the excellent website
at: www.kenssectioncarshed.org/id51.htm  

If you know of any Tampers I missed
I’d like to get photos and serial numbers
off them and am happy to offer advice on
anyone restoring a Tamper.  Parts are avail-
able for the engine, pulleys and Granite
State Transmission.  
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By Jim McKeel

What a great ride this was going to be
with the spectacular Fall colors.  The sun
was just peaking over the top of the nearby
mountains and a clear blue sky was evi-
dent.  The Aspens had already turned to
various beautiful colors of gold, red, and
orange and the Scrub Oak, Cottonwoods,
and Willows would soon follow.  The
group gathered for their safety meeting.
The EC reminded everyone of several
safety issues and gave them details of what
they could expect during the day.  The ride
departed shortly thereafter.  Joe Speeder
knew this was going to be a fabulous ride
through the mountains, and it was one that
he had looked forward to for several years.
He was finally here and the ride was un-
derway.

The climb into the higher elevations
started in earnest shortly after leaving
town.  It was going to be an interesting
challenge for several of the motorcars and
their operators.  Joe Speeder was up to it,
and he knew that his motorcar was too.  A
few stops were made along the route for
breaks and photo opportunities.  Everyone
was enjoying this extraordinary ride and
the exceptionally beautiful scenery.  At one
photo stop the car ahead of Joe Speeder
stopped just after it rolled off of a three
span wooden trestle.  They didn’t leave Joe
enough room to clear the end of the trestle
so he rolled up to a safe distance behind
the car ahead and stopped about two-thirds
of the way across the trestle.

There weren’t any hand rails or walk-
ways on this particular trestle, so Joe
Speeder had to get out of his car very care-
fully, edge around his motorcar, and walk
off the trestle so he could get the photo-
graphs he wanted.  Success!  Joe Speeder
got the photos, walked back out onto the
trestle and slid back into his motorcar.  

The procession continued with several
other great photo stops at various points
along the route.  As the sun was setting, the
group rolled to a stop back at their point of
origin.  Everyone loaded up their cars,
chatted a little with friends, and the group
began to dissipate.  Joe Speeder couldn’t
wait to get home and download his photos
from the trip.  He knew this group of pic-
tures was going to be a keeper that he
would enjoy many times in the future.  

Did Joe Speeder violate any NAR-
COA rules in the above scenario?

Unfortunately, in his zeal to get that
perfect photograph, Joe Speeder forgot
about the rule that pertained to getting out
of his motorcar on a bridge that did not
have walkways and handrails.  Joe Speeder
should have stopped his motorcar before
going out onto the trestle so that he could
safely get in and out of his motorcar with-
out being in violation of rule # 18 in sec-
tion II of the NARCOA rulebook, which
states: “18. BRIDGES.  Dismounting of
motorcars while on bridges is prohibited.
Exception: bridges with walkways and
handrails.”

Wooden “S” shaped bridge at MP 6.2 on the Canadian 'ational RR Kitimat Sub
near Terrace, BC - July 24, 2006.  Someone who loved bridges designed and built
this beautiful sweeping span when a straight trestle might have served just as well.

Photo by Wayne Parsons

Our topic this month is Fouled Grade
Crossing Flangeways.  A flangeway is the
area of clearance allowed for the flange of
a rail wheel as it rolls through a grade
crossing, frog, or diamond.  Obstructions
in the flangeways of un-maintained grade
crossings can cause a motorcar to lift a
wheel off the rail very easily.  A locomo-
tive has a distinct weight advantage over a
motorcar when it comes to traversing
through a crossing with filled in flange-
ways.  Unfortunately, our motorcars and
hy-rails just don’t have enough weight to
barrel through a fouled crossing with suc-
cessful results.  If there is any possibility
of your excursion traveling through fouled
crossings an announcement should be
made at the job briefing/safety meeting to
let each operator know they may need to
slow down to walking speed or completely
stop and clean out the flangeway if their
car encounters a crossing without suffi-
cient clearance for their motorcar’s wheel
flanges.  A helpful hint is that a motorcar’s
tow bar can double as a flangeway clean-
out tool.  It is the responsibility of each op-
erator to analyze the quality of a grade
crossing and proceed as conditions war-
rant.

I’d like to remind all NARCOA EC’s
that as part of our newly adopted NAR-
COA EC continuous learning program, we
ask that you read and review each issue of
our NARCOA EC email newsletter and
recommend you use its topics as part of
your future safety meetings/ job briefings
in order to keep your certified EC status.
(The Spring issue of “The NARCOA
E.C.’” was e-mailed out approx. six weeks
ago).  We can’t reach you if you’ve
changed your e-mail address and have not
informed us of that fact.  If you are an EC
and are not receiving our newsletter, please
send your proper email address to Tom
Falicon at: Raildawg@gte.net  

H
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May 02, 2009 - OH – Toledo, Lake Erie & Western Ry.
Spring Motorcar Rally - Non-Narcoa excursion. St-on9:30 am at Yawberg Rd.
behind American Legion off US 24 near Grand Rapids, Ohio. Set on TimeCost
$20. per car . Three round trips are scheduled, each app. 18 miles. Train will not
be. All must sign a TLE&W release form and payment made before setting
equipment on track.  Safety meeting before trip. No refunds, animals, open toed
shoes or shorts. Please: Dress for the weather. For directions or further infor-
mation email me at gecklev@fairpoint.net or phone at 419-596-3522. TLE&W
Ry. Vic Geckle Jr. Chairman

May 02 - 03, 2009 - PA - Knox & Kane Railroad
This will be the second NARCOA excursion on this railroad. The future of the
K & K is uncertain at this time, and any ride could be our last. This railroad has
not seen any traffic for several years and is overgrown with weeds in many
places, but is very passable. We will have restroom facilities at set-on, set-off,
and turning points only. Saturday - set on in Marienville, Pa and travel to Kane,
turn on the wye and return. Round trip 64 miles.   Sunday - set on in Kane, PA
and travel to the Kinzua State Park, and return. Round trip 32 miles.  We hope
to have box lunches delivered for lunch or you can bring your own food. Box
lunches are not included in the registration fee. NARCOA rules enforced. No
Hyrails. “A” cars with permission only. 35 car limit Price for both days is $65
per car. Saturday only is $40. Sunday only is $35. coordinator-Gary Shrey Home
717-227-9628 Cell 717-586-3101 E-mail GShrey@aol.comAn application can
be downloaded from our web site: http://wilmingtonnrhs.com/ncra/

May 02 - 03, 2009 – KY- Big South Fork Scenic Railway
Great Lakes Railcars is pleased to announce a trip on the Big South Fork Sce-
nic Railway in Stearns, KY. We will be traveling the approximately 16 miles of
track at least 3 times, possibly four, with night running on Saturday night. Trip
fee is 45 dollars per car and 15 dollars extra per person if more than 2 people per
car. For further details contact Andy Sargent at andysargent4010@hotmail.com,
or call 812-591-3345 before 9:00 pm.

May 02 - 03, 2009 - T' Tennessee Southern Railroad Full with Waiting List
“Overnight in Florence”- Columbia, Tennessee to Florence, Alabama and spend
the night in historic downtown Florence. Alabama portion is new track to the
hobby. Approx. 150 RT miles. (Hampton Inn in Florence the night of May 2nd
is included in trip fee- other hotels are your responsibility.) (More info at
ffxx.home.pipeline.com)  NARCOA Insurance and 2009 Certification Card re-
quired. Experienced operators only, no mentoring on this run. A-cars and hyrails
by permission only. Safety vests/shirts, long pants and over-the-ankle work boots
are mandatory. A radio capable of receiving AAR railroad frequencies is strongly
encouraged. There is an 18 car limit. There will be a waiting list. Please make
your check for $275 payable to: Fallen Flag Excursions LLC c/o Jim Hughes,
407 Fellers Lane, Smyrna, TN 37167. Phone 615-459-9750. Email
jhughes@pipeline.com for registration form, or download at
ffxx.home.pipeline.com. No refunds after April 1, 2009. Excursion Coordina-
tors: Jim Hughes and Bernie Leadon. EC in Training: Paul Goldzung

May 15 - 17, 2009 – GA - Mississippi Delta Railroad
Locomotive cab rides on the MSDR CF-7, will be available, Wednesday thru
Friday on a space available basis. A few minutes or all day.  Friday - Clarksdale,
MS to Hobson, MS 6 RT miles. A supper run to the famous Hobson Plantation
Commissary where we will feast on a BBQ Buffet supper. After a tour of the
Plantation we will return to Clarksdale. Saturday - Clarksdale, MS to Swan
Lake, MS 60 RT miles to Swan Lake and the interchange between MSDR and
CN and Amtrak. Sunday, May 17, 2009 Clarksdale, MS to Jonestown, MS 66
RT miles to Lula, where we will interchange with the old Yazoo Railroad. After
going through the Wye, we will continue to Jonestown. All Narcoa rules will
apply. All operators and passengers must wear a REFLECTORIZED safety vest
or shirt while on railroad property. All cars will be inspected. Please make your
check for $150 and payable to Atlanta Railcar Transportation LLC, 3520 Cold
Spring Lane, Chamblee, Ga. 30341. Home phone: 770-457-6212, car phone is
770-851-5665. You may also contact me at moreman@mindspring.com or more
detailed information, contact us at www.Salembranch.com Full refund before

March 14, 2009. No refunds thereafter.

May 16 - 17, 2009 – CA - Skunk Train - Mendocino Railway
MOW is pleased to sponsor an overnight B&B run on the Skunk Train RR May
16 & 17, 2009. Participants will travel 40 miles from Willits to Fort Bragg, CA
Saturday May 16, stay overnight in Fort Bragg , return to Willits on Sunday,
May 17. Required: Pre-registration, current NARCOA liability insurance and
Rule Book Certification, spark arrestor. MOW membership is not required. For
trip details check www.mowonline.org. To register, mail a check for $160
payable to MOW to Bill Owen - 24601 Voorhees Drive, Los Altos Hills, CA
94022. Tel (650) 949-4564 or email wowen@hotmail.com.

May 16, 2009 – MA – Mass Central Railroad
In conjuction with the Pioneer Valley Railroad on May 17th. This is a beautiful
trip thru many small undisturbed New England towns, this excursion is set in the
rural hills and valleys of central MA. Please bring a box lunch. No food is avail-
able on this excursion. Trip is contingent on minimum 20 car sign up. All pay-
ments / cancelations are required 30 days before the excursion.  Set on at Palmer,
MA at 7:00 AM. Departure is scheduled for 8:00 AM. Approximate round trip -
50 miles. This ride is limited to 25 cars. No HY-Rails or A-cars. All NARCOA
rules apply. The event is sponsored by NERCA. NARCOA insurance and rules
apply. Reflective vests are required. No cars will be able to operate with sanders
and no use of manually applied sand will not be tolerated. NAROCA mentoring
allowed on this excursion. The price of the excursion trip is $50. Event Coordi-
nator: Warren Riccitelli / Al Elliott. For more information please contact Warren
Riccitelli, 39 Jacksonia Drive, North Providence, RI 02911 (401) 232-0992 or
e-mail at warren.riccitelli@verizon.net.

May 17, 2009 – MA - Pioneer Valley Railroad
We will set on at Westfield, MA at 8:00 AM. Departure is scheduled for 9:00
AM. Approximate round trip mileage for this excursion is 35 miles. The event
is sponsored by NERCA. Excursion limited to 25 cars. NARCOA insurance and
rules apply. Please bring a box lunch. Trip is contingent on minimum 20 car sign
up. All payments / cancelations are required 30 before the excursion. The price
of the trip is $45. No HY-Rails or A-cars. All NARCOA rules apply. NARCOA
insurance and rules apply. Reflective vests are required. No sanders or manual
sanding allowed.  NAROCA mentoring allowed on this excursion. The price of
the excursion trip is $50. Event Coordinator: Warren Riccitelli / Al Elliott. For
more information please contact Warren Riccitelli, 39 Jacksonia Drive, North
Providence, RI 02911 (401) 232-0992 or e-mail at warren.riccitelli@verizon.net.

May 17, 2009 – IA -  Boone & Scenic Valley Railroad
Boone, Iowa - The First Iowa Division is hosting a ride on the Boone & Scenic
Valley Railroad as a season opener. Notice that this is a Sunday ride and not Sat-
urday as in the past. There will hopefully be four trips during the day and a night
ride. Round trip mileage is 22 miles. Set on at the depot will start at 7:00am with
a 9:00am departure. Cost of the ride is $20. Current membership in the Iowa
Railroad Historical Society ($25) is a railroad requirement. Dave Pratt (515-674-
3803) is the Excursion Coordinator for this ride. Contact Carl Schneider at 515-
967-5181 or e-mail motorcarl@mchsi.com or go to www.firstiowadivision.com
for more information. This is a Narcoa-insured ride and all Narcoa rules apply.

May 23 - 25, 2009 - MT, 'D - DMV&W Railroad
The First Iowa Division is hosting a 3-day excursion with some different op-
tions depending on train traffic. There will be an afternoon run with set on in
Raymond, MT beginning at 2:30pm and a 4:00pm departure on Saturday into the
Montana Badlands to Deerview, MT and return for a total of 60 miles for the day.
On Sunday, for those cars that aren’t already on the tracks, we will set on at
6:30am and depart at 8:00am to Westby, MT. Depending on train traffic for Mon-
day, there are two options available of either 105 miles or 159 miles on Sunday
and 40 or 60 miles on Monday. Complete information will be forwarded upon
request. Pre-registration is requested but same day registration is welcomed. The
fee for the weekend is $90. For further details and to reserve your place, contact
David Voeltz, Excursion Coordinator for this ride, at (605-224-2964) after 6 pm
weekdays or email: Dvoeltz@pie.midco.net or go to
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www.firstiowadivision.com. This is a Narcoa-insured excursion and all Narcoa
rules will apply.

May 23, 2009 – CO - San Luis Central RR
Set-on will at the SLCRR offices at 2899 Sherman Ave., Monte Vista, CO fol-
lowed by safety inspections, signing of liability waivers and a safety meeting. We
will travel north 12 miles to Center, CO for a lunch break. Departure for the re-
turn will be after lunch with arrival back at Monte Vista early afternoon for a 24
mile round trip. This is a NARCOA insured event and all NARCOA rules will
apply. No Hi-Rails. Operators needing mentoring are welcome, just please let the
EC know when you sign up that you will need mentoring. The fee for the day
will be $50 per car. Fee must be received by EC two weeks prior to the event.
Checks should be made to “Rocky Mountain Division”. For information and/or
reservations contact: Jon Keeling Phone: 719-989-0779 Mail P.O. Box 721 La
Veta, Colorado 81055 Email: jkeelingmt14@yahoo.com Details and updates at
www.rockymountaindivision.co/slcmay09.htm

May 23 - 24, 2009 – CA - Ione Railfair and Vintage Motorfest
The fourth annual Ione Railfair and Vintage Motorfest. Memorial Day Week-
end May 23 & 24, 2009. Combined with the M.O.W. excursions of a total of
100 round trip miles equipment. For the latest additions to and more information
on The Railfair visit our website www.Ionerailfair.org . This is a Narcoa insured
event, wear ankle high boots, long pants and have your car ready to run on moun-
tainous track. Set on will begin on Friday, the 22 nd, at 3:00 in the afternoon. The
cost is $50 for the weekend and make checks payable to M O W. Saturday
evening dinner is being offered at 15$ per person. RV parking on site is avail-
able for $10 for the weekend. All NARCOA members are welcome to partici-
pate. Send checks to EC Dave Balestreri, 2320 “E” street, Sacramento, CA.
Phone # 916 531 7536. We are attempting to handle registration over the inter-
net so if possible, send your request for a packet to dbalestreri@softcom.net

May 24, 2009 – TX - Blacklands Railroad
Railroad Partners, Inc. is pleased to announce a 1 day run on the Blacklands
Railroad (former Cotton Belt) on Sunday May 24, 2009. Participants will travel
approx. 110 RT miles between Greenville, TX and Mt. Vernon, TX. Sturdy shoes
and long pants required. No shorts or tennis shoes. All cars must be pre-regis-
tered prior to arrival. Experienced operators only. Mentoring by permission only.
Hyrails welcome. No homebuilt motorcars. Trip fee of $80.00 includes railroad
fees. This is a NARCOA insured excursion and all NARCOA rules will apply.
Trip information available at www.railroadpartners.com and for registration con-
tact the excursion coordinator, Leland Stewart 10057, Palomino Canyon Con-
verse, TX 78109 210-945-9268 or poppermaker@gmail.com

May 24 - 25, 2009 – CO - Creede Branch, Denver & Rio Grande Railway
Historic Foundation
South Fork, CO - 9th Anniversary and Tune Up Run. The Rocky Mountain Di-
vision invites you to celebrate the 9th anniversary of the purchase of the Creede
branch by the D&RGHF from the Union Pacific, returning the Rio Grande name
to this historic, and scenic property. This is a great low key run for mentoring
new operators, and a great run to see how your car runs in the mountains. We will
arrange the run to travel somewhere between 60 to 80 track miles during these
dates, traveling from South Fork to Wasson Wye and return . The run will be
limited to 25 cars. You may run either or both days. NARCOA rules and insur-
ance will be in effect. Spark arrestors required. No Hi-Rails. No Smoking. Jon
Keeling will be EC. Cost: $135 ($120 is a tax deductible dontation) for the first
day you run and $125 for a second day. Fee must be received by EC two weeks
prior to the event. Checks should be made to “Rocky Mountain Division”. For
information and/or reservations contact: Jon Keeling Phone: 719-989-0779 Mail
P.O. Box 721 La Veta, Colorado 81055 Email: jkeelingmt14@yahoo.com Details
at www.rockymountaindivision.co/slcmay09.htm

May 23 - 28, 2009 - WA, ID - Former Camas Prairie and Eastern Washing-
ton Gateway Railroads
Fourth annual Memorial Day Weekend motorcar excursion on three branches of
the former Camas Prairie Railroad (CSP) on May 23, 24 and 25 combined with
a second excursion on the Eastern Washington Gateway Railroad on May 27
and 28. The initial set on point will be at the headquarters of the Great North-
west Railroad in East Lewiston, Idaho. Saturday we will run the Riparia branch
Lewiston to Riparia and return, 144 miles. Sunday we will run Lewiston to
Kamiah (or as far as we can), on the BG&CM Kooskia branch and return, 124
miles.  Trailer to Craigmont for Monday’s trip. The first leg will run from Craig-
mont to milepost 18, turn on a planked area there and return to Craigmont. The
second leg is from Craigmont to end of track at bridge 40 and return for a day
total of 45 miles. Hyrail vehicles will only be able to travel between Craigmont
and Reubens on the first leg as no turn around spots are available at the ends of
each leg that will handle a hyrail. Rides will be provided to hyrail occupants to
ensure they will be able to travel the entire distance. Tuesday, May 29 is a travel

day and afternoon set on at Wilbur, WA on the EWGRR. Wednesday’s trip will
be to Medical Lake and return, a total of 128 miles, and Thursday’s trip will be
to Coulee City and return, a total of 69 miles. There is a limit of 30 cars for this
excursion with preference given to those who sign up for the entire package. A
waiting list will be first come – first served basis and late entries will be notified
of their status on the waiting list. Run fees for the package are $500 and no re-
funds after May  unless the vacancy can be filled from the waiting list. Make
checks payable to Pacific Railcar Operators and mail them to Meet Coordinator
Steve Taulbee, 2206 Burrell Avenue, Lewiston, ID 83501. For more information
contact Meet Co-Coordinators Steve Taulbee, (208) 746-5430, Taulbee1@ca-
bleone.net , or Jim Morefield, (208) 743-0802, jmorefield@cableone.net.  NAR-
COA insurance, NARCOA Rules Certification, PRO membership, spark
arrestors and mechanically sound motorcars with all the specified NARCOA
equipment are required. Packets with itinerary, motels, restaurants, camping
spots and maps will be mailed after payment is received.

May 30, 2009 – PA - Lycoming Valley Railroad
Ride the 80 miles RT of the Lycoming Valley Railroad from Williamsport to
Muncy and Avis. Former Reading and New York Central Railroads. Proof of
NARCOA insurance required, all NARCOA rules will be enforced. Registra-
tion fee - $55.00. Note: All CPE rides are rain or shine. No cancellations due to
weather. Hard soled shoes required - no sneakers or sandals. Children must be
closely supervised at all times. Send check to: Central PA Excursions, PO Box
145, White Deer, PA 17887. Questions: (570) 538-9050 or email fire-
fighter5@jlink.net

May 31, 2009 – PA - Union County Industrial Railroad
Ride the 20 miles RT of the Union County Industrial Railroad from New Co-
lumbia to Winfield, Mifflinburg (if the track is still in place) and back. Former
Reading and Pennsylvania Railroad. Proof of NARCOA insurance required, all
NARCOA rules will be enforced. Registration fee - $30.00. Note: All CPE rides
are rain or shine. No cancellations due to weather. Hard soled shoes required, no
sneakers or sandals. Children must be closely supervised at all times. Send check
to: Central PA Excursions, PO Box 145, White Deer, PA 17887. Questions: (570)
538-9050 or email firefighter5@jlink.net

June 04, 2009 - 'H/ME - State of Maine - Mountain Division
We will set on at North Conway *Redstone”, NY at 7:00 AM. Departure is
scheduled for 8:00 AM. Approximate round trip mileage for this excursion is 80
miles. The event is sponsored by NERCA. NARCOA insurance and rules apply.
No A-cars or Hy-rails allowed. All payments / cancelations are required 30 be-
fore the excursion. The price of the trip is $35.  All NARCOA rules apply. NAR-
COA insurance and rules apply. Reflective vests are required. No cars will be
able to operate with sanders and no use of manually applied sand will not be tol-
erated..  Additional information: NAROCA mentoring allowed on this excur-
sion. The event is sponsored by NERCA; The price of the excursion trip is $50.
Event Coordinator: Warren Riccitelli / Al Elliott. For more information please
contact Warren Riccitelli, 39 Jacksonia Drive, North Providence, RI 02911 (401)
232-0992 or e-mail at warren.riccitelli@verizon.net This event precedes the
NERCA Conway Scenic excursion on Friday and the annual Hobo Motor Car
Weekend for Saturday/Sunday, June 6/7. For more information on the Annual
Hobo Motorcar Excursion contact Paul Yorkis at pgyorkis@aol.com or (508)
533-4848

June 05, 2009 – 'H - Conway Scenic Railway
We will set on at North Conway *Redstone”, NY at 7:00 AM. Departure is
scheduled for 8:00 AM. Approximate round trip mileage for this excursion is 88
miles. The event is sponsored by NERCA. NARCOA insurance and rules apply.
RT Mileage is about 88 miles.  All payments / cancelations are required 30 be-
fore the excursion. The price of the trip is $125. No HY-Rails allowed. No cars
will be able to operate with sanders and no use of manually applied sand will not
be tolerated. Additional information: NAROCA mentoring allowed on this ex-
cursion. The event is sponsored by NERCA; The price of the excursion trip is
$50. Event Coordinator: Warren Riccitelli / Al Elliott. For more information
please contact Warren Riccitelli, 39 Jacksonia Drive, North Providence, RI
02911 (401) 232-0992 or e-mail at warren.riccitelli@verizon.net.  This event
precedes the annual Hobo Motor Car Weekend for Saturday/Sunday, June 6/7.
For more information on the Annual Hobo Motorcar Excursion contact Paul
Yorkis at pgyorkis@aol.com or (508) 533-4848

June 05, 2009 – 'H - Cotton Valley Rail Trail Club
The Cotton Valley Rail Trail Club is hosting a pre-HOBO tune up ride at their
trackage in Wolfeboro, NH. This will give everyone a chance to shake the bugs
out of their speeders with a good diner at the other end of the line. Hot dogs,
etc. will also be available at our engine house throughout the day. This is open
to all speeder owners/operators, regardless of club affiliation. This is not a NAR-
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COA sanctioned event. CVRTC operates from Fernald Station. The station is
located approximately 3 miles East of downtown Wolfeboro, NH on Route 109.
Please stop by on your way to the HOBO run, check out your speeder and share
the fellowship of other speeder owners. This is a ‘drop in’ event and no reser-
vations are required. Donations to the club will be accepted. We will be starting
about 8:00 am and will finish with enough time to get to Lincoln, NH for
HOBO’s Friday evening events. Dick Forde co-coordinator, Dick-
Forde@aol.com Cotton Valley Rail Trail Club web site: http://www.cottonval-
ley.org

June 05 - 13, 2009 - MT – Big Sky Adventure III -  Full with Waiting List
Big Sky Adventure III - “Rivers to Mountains Tour”. Participants will run on 4-
5 different branches of four unique railroads in Montana’s Big Sky Country.
They are the Yellowstone Valley RR, Central Montana Rail Inc., Montana Rail
Link and possibly BNSF (traffic permitting). Friday, June 5th (evening) par-
ticipants will set cars on the YSVR in Sidney, MT. Saturday, June 6th we will
travel south between Sidney and Glendive on YSVR’s ex-Northern Pacific
(BNSF) tracks along the banks of the Yellowstone River. Return to Sidney that
evening. (90 miles round trip).
Sunday, June 7th the motorcars will travel north from Sidney on ex-Great
Northern (BNSF) tracks through Fairview to Snowden and YSVR’s northern in-
terchange with BNSF. (45 miles round trip) We’ll move to YSVR’s Scobey
branch Monday morning. Monday, June 8th participants will travel over
YSVR’s former GNRY Opheim branch from Bainville to Plentywood- the end
of available track. (100 round trip miles) Tuesday, June 9th is a rest/travel day.
Participants will travel to Denton, MT where we will set on Wednesday morn-
ing. A special rate has been arranged at an historic hotel in Fort Benton, a short
drive away, during our stay. Wednesday, June 10th the motor cars will depart
Denton and travel over CMR to Geraldine through the scenic Surprise Creek
loop on the former Milwaukee Road’s Northern Montana Division built in 1913.
We will return to Denton that evening. (84 miles round trip) We will add a CMR
night run that evening weather and time permitting. (40 miles round trip) Thurs-
day, June 11th we will travel the east end of CMR to Moccasin and the BNSF
interchange. (82 miles round trip) Friday, June 12thwill be used as a travel day
to reach Whitehall. BNSF is unwilling to predict the status of its lines for June
at this time. If there is any trackage available, we will utilize a portion of Friday
to run what we can. The MRL set on in Whitehall, MT will be in the late after-
noon in either case. Saturday June 13th we will depart Whitehall and travel
most of MRL’s 5th and 6th subdivisions over former Northern Pacific trackage.
(100 miles round trip) The day will feature an outdoor “goodbye barbecue.” The
fee for the eight-day BSA III is $550 and is limited to 25 cars plus escorts. Pref-
erence will be given to those able to do the entire trip. Total track mileage is
500-575 miles. All NARCOA rules and guidelines are in effect. Operators must
have NARCOA insurance, operator’s certificates and be mentored. This will
NOT be a mentoring run and will be limited to experienced operators and proven
cars due to distance and railroad operations. Spark arrestors are required. Make
checks payable to PRO, but mail them to Excursion Coordinator Bill Taylor, 917
Parkview Way, Missoula, MT 59803. All reservations must arrive in separate
envelopes! Information packets with set on and lodging specifics will be made
available upon payment of the excursion fee. No reservations accepted without
payment. Fees are non-refundable after May 15th. For more information call Bill
at (406) 721-2351 or email wtaylor@bresnan.net, or Co-EC Tom Norman at
(406) 722-4961 alb4961@blackfoot.net , or EC in Training Larry Vielleux at
(406) 888-5269 lnlvielleux@wildblue.net

June 06, 2009 – IA - Iowa River Railroad
Eldora, Iowa - The First Iowa Division will host a ride on this ex-M&StL line
which runs from Marshalltown to Steamboat Rock, Iowa and north past the
ethanol plant towards Ackley. Due to track repairs from the 2008 flooding,
mileage could be up to 70 miles round trip depending on how far we can ride.
We plan on possibly riding the line twice if time permits. Cost of this ride is $45
per car. The set on time will be at 7:00am with an 8:00am departure. The set on
location is about 2 blocks north of the Hwy 175 crossing. Dave Pratt (515-674-
3803) is the Excursion Coordinator for this ride. Contact Carl Schneider at 515-
967-5181 or e-mail motorcarl@mchsi.com or go to www.firstiowadivision.com
for more information. This is a Narcoa-insured ride and all Narcoa rules apply

June 12-14, 2009 - M' - Fairmont Railway Motors/DM&E RR Full with
Waiting List
Fairmont Railway Motors, Inc. (now Harsco Track Technologies) is celebrating
their 100th anniversary in 2009. The weekend will begin Friday night June 12,
with a 7:00 p.m. centennial buffet dinner, speaker, and festivities at the Holiday
Inn for retirees, plant employees, and excursion participants. There will be a
static display of our Fairmont motor cars during an “open house” (10:00 a.m. to
5:00 p.m.) at the manufacturing plant on Saturday, June 13, 2009, followed by

a 120 mile motor car excursion on the Dakota, Minnesota & Eastern Railroad be-
tween Fairmont, MN and Albert Lea, MN on Sunday, June 14, 2009. Due to the
special nature of this event, Harsco has requested that only Fairmont-model rail-
cars participate (i.e. no Woodings, Sheffield, Beaver Cars, etc.). In order to par-
ticipate in Sunday’s excursion, you must be willing to display your motor car,
interact with the public, etc., at the Harsco (Fairmont) manufacturing facility on
Saturday, June 13, 2009. This is a NARCOA insured excursion and all NARCOA
and DM&E rules will apply. Hy-Vis vest, safety boots, hardhat, & safety eyewear
are required for the Sunday excursion. The cost of the Sunday motor car excur-
sion is $150/car (based on 2 people for breaks and lunch) and includes the rail
fee, morning & afternoon break snacks and beverages, a barbecue brisket lunch,
portable toilet facilities, insurance, gratuities and other related excursion ex-
penses. The Friday night buffet dinner will be an additional cost and the exact
amount will be communicated with the registration materials. There is a 40 car
limit. Registration materials and trip details will be sent upon receipt of the ex-
cursion fee. To register, please send your check for $150 (payable to North Cen-
tral Railcars, Ltd) to: Michael P. Ford, 7712 Carpenter Court, Plainfield, IN
46168-8035. For questions or further information, contact Mike at (317) 839-
9320 or by e-mail at: mford@indy.rr.com.

June 20 - 21, 2009 - WV - West Virginia Central RR FULL - Waiting List
We will set-on in Elkins WV at the former Western Maryland depot and travel
to Old Spruce where we will meet Cass Scenic Railroad’s Bald Knob train com-
ing off the mountain. Saturday’s run will be 120 miles. On Sunday the group
heads north from Elkins to Belington and onto Tygart Junction (former CSX
Cowen sub). Upon returning to Belington you will be able to check out WVC
equipment including two steam engines. Sunday’s run will be approximately 60
miles. Radios either mounted or handheld will be required to participate on this
run. Experienced operators only. Non-mentored run. No high rails. Cost of this
run is $150.00. 40 car limit. For information send a #10 self addressed stamped
envelope to:WVC Motorcar Run c/o Paul S. Rujak, 786 Hudson Hill Road, Weir-
ton WV 26062-5584

June 26 - 28 2009 - 'M/CO - Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad (3 ft. nar-
row gauge)
Heart of the Heartlands will be hosting a three-day excursion on the Cumbres &
Toltec Scenic Railroad (3 ft. narrow gauge) out of Chama, NM on June 26-28
(Friday, Saturday and Sunday), 2009. Friday - run from Chama to Lava Loop and
return. Saturday – run from Chama, NM to Antonito, CO and return. Sunday –
run from Chama to Big Horn and return. We will cover over 300 very scenic
miles through the San Juan Mountains over the three days, crossing 10,015 ft.
Cumbres Pass and meeting steam trains each day. Set-on, paperwork, and in-
spection will take place on Thursday, June 25, 2009, from 5:00 PM until 7:00
PM. Cost: $325.00 per car plus $30.00 per person. (The $30.00 covers a steak
dinner and drinks/snacks for five breaks at Osier Station.) Make checks payable
to “Jim McKeel”. There is a 20 car limit for this excursion. Deadline for regis-
tration/payment: Monday, June 1, 2009. The latest version of the NARCOA
Rulebook will apply. NARCOA Insurance and Certificate of Examination card
required. Experienced and alert operators with motorcars in good mechanical
condition please. Ensure that your motorcar is ready for high altitude operation
(7,863 ft. up to 10,015 ft. elevation) and that it will be able to pull an extended
13½ mile 4% grade. Spark arresters and wheel chocks required. No smoking on
railroad property except on the platform outside the Osier dining facility. No
pets. No children under the age of 16. Lodging and meals (except for Saturday
evening steak dinner) are on your own. Be prepared for a variety of mountain
weather conditions and wear appropriate clothing (no shorts) and shoes or boots
(sturdy boots are recommended) for this extreme railroad environment. Ensure
that brakes, headlights, tail lights, and brake lights are in good working order. Ex-
cursion Coordinator: Jim McKeel, 9742 Yosemite Ct., Wichita, KS, 67215-1531,
phone: (316) 721-4378, e-mail: cts.excursions@cox.net .

June 27 - 28 2009 - 'J/'Y - 'ew York Susquehanna & Western Railway,
Southern Division
On Saturday the participants will travel approximately 100 round-trip miles be-
tween Riverdale, NJ and Warwick, NY. On Sunday we will run approximately
60 round-trip miles between Riverdale, NJ and North Bergen, NJ. Operators and
riders under 18 are not permitted by the railroad. Trip fee of $120.00 per car in-
cludes railroad costs. Lunches will be deli sandwiches on both days for an ad-
ditional $9.00 per person, per day. ECs for the trip are KC Smith and Chris Vitz.
There is a 40 car limit. This is a NARCOA insured excursion, and all NARCOA
rules will apply. This is a non-mentoring run. The NYS&W requires that ALL
operators must pass a Northeast Operating Rules Advisory Committee (NORAC)
guidelines training class and test prior to the event. If you have a current NORAC
certification please mail us copies that we can forward to the railroad. A class will
be offered Friday night prior to the next day’s trip. We are sorry for the incon-
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venience but this is a requirement of the railroad. Your NORAC certification
will be good for two full years. For trip details contact the VRA at 80 Royal Av-
enue, Hawthorne, NJ 07506 Tel: (973) 238-0555 or email
to:volunteerra@yahoo.com. You can also sign up and pay for the trip with a
major credit card via our website at http://www.vratrips.org

July 04 - 05, 2009 – 'E - 'ebraska 'ortheastern Railroad
Osmund, Nebraska - The First Iowa Division is pleased to announce a 2-day
ride on the Nebraska Northeastern Railroad. The Osmund to Jackson segment
will be ridden on Saturday and the Osmund to O’Neill part will be ridden on
Sunday. Mileage for this 2-day event is approximately 230 miles. Set on will be
at the NENE offices in Osmund beginning at 6:30am and departure for both days
will be at 8:00am. Cost of this 2-day event is $60. Dave Pratt (515-674-3803) is
the Excursion Coordinator for this ride. Contact Carl Schneider at 515-967-5181
or e-mail motorcarl@mchsi.com or go to www.firstiowadivision.com for more
information. This is a Narcoa-insured ride and all Narcoa rules apply.

July 04 - 05, 2009 – MB - Central Manitoba RY/Canadian Pacific
RY/Prairie Dog Central RR
North Central Railcars is pleased to announce a 2-day motor car excursion over
the Central Manitoba Railway, the Canadian Pacific Railway, and the Prairie
Dog Central Railway on Saturday & Sunday, July 4 and 5, 2009. On July 4, par-
ticipants will travel CEMR’s Pine Falls Sub, enjoying a 130 mile journey through
the Manitoba inter lakes region. On Sunday, July 5, we will interline from the
CEMR onto the CPR main line through Winnipeg then onto the Prairie Dog Cen-
tral Railway. Sunday’s travel will be approximately 60 miles. The excursion fee
for the entire weekend is $125 (US) or $150 (CDN) and includes all railroad
fees, gratuities, and other related excursion costs. Canadian participants are wel-
come to pay cash for the excursion in local currency at the beginning of the trip,
but do need to register in advance. There is a 25 car limit. Complete information
will be forwarded upon receipt of the excursion fee (U.S.) or by request (for
Canadian participants). This is a NARCOA-insured excursion, and all NAR-
COA rules will apply. For further details, contact Michael P. Ford, 7712 Car-
penter Court, Plainfield, Indiana 46168-8035. Tel: (317) 839-9320 or email:
mford@indy.rr.com.

July 04 - 22, 2009 – BC - Pacific 'orthwest Tour 2009
From the Pacific to the Rockies – Across Beautiful British Columbia July 4 –
July 22, 2008 MOW is pleased to sponsor thirteen days on rail including five rail-
roads in the Pacific Northwest: Southern Vancouver Island Railway E&N route
(Victoria, BC) July 4 – July 8, Alberni Pacific route (Port Alberni, BC) July 9,
Canadian Forest Product’s Englewood Railway (Woss, BC) July 10, Kootenay
Valley Railway (Nelson, BC) July 15-16, and July 21-22, Canadian Pacific Rail-
way (Windermere Sub) July 17 - 19, and Kootenay Valley Railway (returning to
Nelson, BC) July 21-22. Participants will travel approximately 1015 miles on 5
railroads and approximately 930 road miles starting on Vancouver Island in
southern British Columbia. MOW membership not required. All participants
must have 2009 NARCOA Insurance and current license number. Estimated trip
fee of $1850.00 per car. Participants are responsible for their own meals and
lodging. There is a 25-car limit. This is a NARCOA insured excursion, and all
NARCOA rules will apply. For registration information and trip details visit the
MOW website or contact Margaret Hope (604) 320-7613 mhope@lionsgate.ca

July 08 - 10, 2009 – SK - Torch River Rail/C'/Thunder Rail/Wheatland
Railway
North Central Railcars, Ltd. is please to announce that plans have been final-
ized for a 3-day motor car excursion over 4 different railroads in north central
Saskatchewan between July 8th & 10th , 2009. On Wednesday, July 8, we will
run Torch River Rail (twice) between Nipawin, SK and Choiceland SK for a
total of 104 miles (including an 1800’ trestle). On Thursday, July 9, we will run
a portion of CN’s Tisdale sub between Crane and Melfort (starting in Tisdale,
SK), and will also run Thunder Rail between Crane and Arborfield for a total of
112 miles. On Friday, July 10, we will run the Wheatland Railway between St.
Louis, SK and East Totzke, SK for a total of 92 miles. Total miles for all 3 days
are approximately 312. These rides are planned to coincide with trips on the
CEMR/CPR/PDC (July 4/5) and CPR in southern Manitoba (July 13-16). Total
cost for the 3-day excursion is $175 (USD) or $200 (CDN) and includes all rail
fees, gratuities, and other related excursion expenses. Canadian participants may
pay in local currency at the beginning of the excursion, but do need to register
for the trips in advance. Complete details and registration materials will be sent
upon receipt of the excursion fee (US participants) or by request (Canadian par-
ticipants). Please make checks payable to North Central Railcars and send to
Michael P. Ford, 7712 Carpenter Court, Plainfield, Indiana 46168-8035 or con-
tact Mike via phone at (317) 839-9320 or e-mail: mford@indy.rr.com

July 10 - 11, 2009 – 'Y - Arcade and Attica RR/ 'ew York & Lake Erie RR

Friday, July 10th. Arcade, New York. Arcade and Attica Railroad. 125 year old
short line. Mid morning set on. 30 mile round trip. Scenic, historic, vintage rail-
road. Saturday July 11th. Gowanda, New York. New York New York & Lake
Erie Railroad. Operating south out of Gowanda toward Cherry Creek. Possibil-
ity of operating on the Cattaraugus branch. Time stood still on this line, vintage
towns, depots and antique signal equipment. 60+ miles expected. OVR and
NARCOA policy. No hyrails permitted. Fee $125.00 for both days. Ohio Valley
Railcars c/o Dave Verzi 3922 Rocky River Dr Cleveland, Ohio 44111
216.941.5273 6.P.M. to 9 P.M. or email WM340@aol.com

July 10 - 11, 2009 – ID - Washington & Idaho Railroad
Pacific Railcar Operators is pleased to announce the WI&M / P&L branch ex-
cursion Friday July 10 and Sunday July 12, 2009 on the Washington & Idaho
Railroad. The set on point will be at the Potlatch Depot, Potlatch Idaho. Friday’s
trip will go from Potlatch to Palouse on the WI&M Railroad and then from
Palouse to milepost 3 near Marshall on the old Palouse and Lewiston branch of
the Northern Pacific and return, a total of 138 miles. On Sunday we will run
from Potlatch to Palouse and then to Moscow and return, a total of 74 miles.
The actual mileage we will travel could be reduced by track maintenance, but we
will do everything we can including switching the Friday and Sunday runs in
order to cover as much as possible. On Saturday, operators will have the oppor-
tunity to participate in the Potlatch Depot Days benefit at no additional charge.
Run fees are $135.00 and no refunds will be issued after July 6th, 2009. Make
checks payable to Pacific Railcar Operators and mail them to Meet Coordinator
Steve Taulbee, 2206 Burrell Avenue, Lewiston, ID 83501. NARCOA insurance,
NARCOA Rules Certification, PRO membership, spark arrestors and mechani-
cally sound motorcars with all the specified NARCOA equipment are required.
Packets with itinerary, motels, restaurants, camping spots and maps will be
mailed after payment is received. There is a 30 car limit for this excursion. For
more information contact Meet Co-Coordinators Steve Taulbee, (208) 746-5430,
Taulbee1@cableone.net , or Jim Morefield, (208) 743-0802, jmorefield@ca-
bleone.net

July 10 - 12, 2009 – 'Y - Delaware & Ulster Railroad
Our annual trip to the Catskill Mountains will include the often talked about “Up
the Mountain, Down the Mountain” and we make numerous trips between Rox-
bury and Highmout. Bring a camper or a tent and join us at the riverside camp-
site behind the engine house. Night runs and a night trip to Highmount for dinner
are included. Because of construction on the Catskill Mountain RR, we will not
be combining these two runs together. There is no minimum nor maximum num-
ber on this excursion. We will set on at Arkville, NY at 8:00 AM. Departure is
scheduled for 9:00 AM. Approximate round trip mileage for this excursion is 48
miles. The event is sponsored by NERCA. NARCOA insurance and rules apply.
All payments / cancelations are required 30 before the excursion. The price of
the trip is $80.. Equipment Restrictions/Requirements: No A-cars nor HY-Rails
allowed. All NARCOA rules apply. NARCOA insurance and rules apply. Re-
flective vests are required. Additional information: NAROCA mentoring allowed
on this excursion. The event is sponsored by NERCA. Event Coordinator: War-
ren Riccitelli / Al Elliott. For more information please contact Warren Riccitelli,
39 Jacksonia Drive, North Providence, RI 02911 (401) 232-0992 or e-mail at
warren.riccitelli@verizon.net

July 13 - 16, 2009 - SK/MB - Canadian Pacific Ry
Four day motor car excursion over the Canadian Pacific Railway’s Estevan, Ar-
cola, and Napinka Subdivisions on July 13, 14, 15, & 16, 2009. Participants will
travel approximately 526 round-trip miles through the beautiful Pembine Valley
in southwestern Manitoba and southeastern Saskatchewan. Each participant will
be expected to bring and wear a hard hat, safety eyewear/glasses, high-visibil-
ity vest, and steel toed boots. This is a CPR Rule. No exceptions. Excursion fee
of $425.00 (US) or $500 (CDN) includes all railroad fees, gratuities, 2 nights
lodging (Boissevain & Estevan) and other related excursion costs. Canadian par-
ticipants are welcome to pay cash for the excursion in local currency at the be-
ginning of the trip, but need to register in advance. Complete details will be sent
upon receipt of the excursion fee (US) or by request (for Canadian participants).
There is a 25 car limit. This is a NARCOA-insured excursion, and all NARCOA
rules will apply. For trip details, contact Michael P. Ford, 7712 Carpenter Court,
Plainfield, Indiana 46168-8035. Tel: (317) 839-9320 or email:
mford@indy.rr.com

July 18 - 19, 2009 – PA - 'orth Shore and Shamokin Valley Railroads
Saturday, July 26th, ride the 86 RT miles of the North Shore Railroad from
Northumberland to Berwick and back. Former Erie Lackawanna Railroad. Sun-
day, July 27th ride the 50 miles RT of the Shamokin Valley Railroad from Sun-
bury to Mt. Carmel Junction and back. Former Reading and Pennsylvania
Railroads. Saturday night dinner and tour at the Central PA Chapter NRHS White
Deer Train Station. $10 of the registration fee donated to the chapter. Sunday
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tour of the Lower Anthracite model railroad while in Shamokin. Proof of NAR-
COA insurance required, all NARCOA rules will be enforced. Registration fee
- $75.00. Note: All CPE rides are rain or shine. No cancellations due to weather.
Hard soled shoes required, no sneakers or sandals. Children must be closely su-
pervised at all times. Send check to: Central PA Excursions, PO Box 145, White
Deer, PA 17887. Questions: (570) 538-9050 or email firefighter5@jlink.net

July 24 - 26, 2009 – M' - Minnesota 'orthern Railroad
Thief River Falls, Minnesota - The First Iowa Division will host a 2-day ride
w/night run on Friday, July 24th beginning 8 miles north of Thief River Falls
along Hwy 32 at the Independent Locomotive Services shops at 5:00pm and de-
parting for St. Hilaire at 6:00pm. We will make a round trip and return where we
will leave the cars on the tracks and then proceed north on Saturday morning. Set
on will be at 6:00am for those not already on the tracks. We will tour the loco-
motive shops prior to our departure. This run will take us through Greenbush to
Roseau where we will stop for lunch. We will then continue east to Warroad, re-
turning to Roseau where we will spend the night. Departure on Sunday morning
will be at 8:00am back to our set on location north of Thief River Falls. Mileage
for the entire excursion is 188 miles round trip. Cost of this ride is $60 per car.
Dave Pratt (515-674-3803) is the Excursion Coordinator for this ride. Contact
Carl Schneider at 515-967-5181 or e-mail motorcarl@mchsi.com or go to
www.firstiowadivision.com for more information. This is a Narcoa-insured event
and all Narcoa rules apply.

July 26 - 27, 2009 – 'Y - Upper Hudson River Railroad
Sunday Seton will be at Corinth. Saturday the Upper Hudson Railroad’s beauti-
ful museum and gift shop will be opened for us. Each day will be about 90 miles
running. We will set on at North Creek at 7 AM. Departure is scheduled for 8
AM. Approximate round trip mileage for this excursion is 94 miles. This ride is
limited to 30 cars. The event is sponsored by NERCA. NARCOA insurance and
rules apply. All payments / cancelations are required 30 before the excursion.
The price of the trip is $150. Equipment Restrictions/Requirements: No HY-
Rails allowed by permission. NARCOA insurance and rules apply. Reflective
vests are required. No cars will be able to operate with sanders and use of man-
ually applied sand will not be tolerated. The event is sponsored by NERCA.
Event Coordinator: Warren Riccitelli / Al Elliott. For more information please
contact Warren Riccitelli, 39 Jacksonia Drive, North Providence, RI 02911 (401)
232-0992 or e-mail at warren.riccitelli@verizon.net

August 08, 2009 – WV - South Branch Valley Railroad
We will start in Petersburg WV and cover 104 round trip miles extending to
Greenspring WV and return. We will pass the Potomac Eagle passenger train.
Restrooms and the Potty cart will be provided. 40 car limit. Fee is $65.00 All
NARCOA rules apply. You must wear over the ankle hard soled shoes at all
times including set-on and off. All cars must be able to set-on perpendicular to
the track. You cannot back your trailer parallel with the tracks and block the
road. For more info contact John Gonder at : up3706@msn.com or 724-696-
4544 6-8pm Appalachian Rail Excursions LLC 415 Levine Lane Ruffs Dale PA
15679 this is a great companion trip for the Western Maryland trip held the fol-
lowing day only a few miles apart.

August 09, 2009 – WV - Western Maryland Scenic Railroad
From our set-on at the engine house in Ridgeley, WV, we will travel past the
former Western Maryland Railroad station, through the narrows, and up the
mountain to Frostburg. As we await the arrival of the steam powered passenger
train, we expect to turn the speeders on the turntable, and then return. Approxi-
mate round trip mileage will be 34 miles. We hope to be off the rails by 3PM,
giving everyone an early trip home. This excursion will be a great way to com-
plete the weekend for those riding the SBVRR excursion on Saturday August 8.
This will be a Northern Central Railcar Assoc. excursion. All NARCOA rules
will be enforced. All cars will be inspected. There is a 40 car limit. Price for this
excursion is $40 per car. For information, contact Gary Shrey.
E-mail: Gshrey@aol.com Phone: 717-227-9628 Cell Phone: 717-586-3101 An
application can be downloaded from our web site:
http://wilmingtonnrhs.com/ncra/

August 10 - 12, 2009 – CO - Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad (3 ft. nar-
row gauge)
Heart of the Heartlands will be hosting a three-day excursion on the Cumbres &
Toltec Scenic Railroad (3 ft. narrow gauge) out of Chama, NM on August 10-12
(Monday, Tuesday, & Wednesday), 2009. Monday - run from Chama to Lava
Loop and return. Tuesday – run from Chama, NM to Antonito, CO and return.
Wednesday – run from Chama to Big Horn and return. We will cover over 300
miles meeting steam trains each day. Set-on, paperwork, and inspection will take
place on Sunday, August 9, 2009, from 5:00 PM until 7:00 PM. Cost: $325.00
per car plus $30.00 per person. (The $30.00 covers a steak dinner and
drinks/snacks for five breaks at Osier Station.) Make checks payable to “Jim

McKeel”. There is a 20 car limit for this excursion. Deadline for registra-
tion/payment: Friday, July 10, 2009. The latest version of the NARCOA Rule-
book will apply. NARCOA Insurance and Certificate of Examination card
required. Experienced and alert operators with motorcars in good mechanical
condition please. Ensure that your motorcar is ready for high altitude operation
(7,863 ft. up to 10,015 ft. elevation) and that it will be able to pull an extended
13½ mile 4% grade. Spark arresters and wheel chocks required. No smoking on
railroad property except on the platform outside the Osier dining facility. No
pets. No children under the age of 16. Lodging and meals (except for Tuesday
evening steak dinner) are on your own. Be prepared for a variety of mountain
weather conditions and wear appropriate clothing (no shorts) and shoes or boots
(sturdy boots are recommended) for this extreme railroad environment. Ensure
that brakes, headlights, tail lights, and brake lights are in good working order. Ex-
cursion Coordinator: Jim McKeel, 9742 Yosemite Ct., Wichita, KS, 67215-1531,
phone: (316) 721-4378, e-mail: cts.excursions@cox.net .

August 13 - 16, 2009 – CO - Durango & Silverton 'arrow Gauge Railroad
(3 foot narrow gauge)
Set on is Thursday afternoon August 13th in Silverton. August 14th, 15th & 16th
participants will travel approximately 56 round-trip miles per day against the
current of traffic on this historic railroad during “Railfest 2009”, between Sil-
verton and Rockwood for a total of about 168 miles. This run will immediately
follow a run on the Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad to be held August 10-12;
information and details on that ride will be posted within a few days. Experi-
enced, alert operators and excellent motorcar mechanical condition please. Spark
arresters and wheel chocks required. There will be no mentoring on this event.
This is a NARCOA insured excursion, and all NARCOA rules will apply. This
is a NO SMOKING event. You must be over 18 years of age. No pets. There is
a 20 motorcar limit. Cut off date for signing up is Friday, July 10, 2009. To sign
up, send a check for $350.00 made out to Rocky Mountain Division, along with
your motorcar make, model, Insurance and Operator Certification card numbers
(for you and anyone who may be operating your car) to: Philip Walters, 6137
Road 46, Mancos, CO 81328, (970) 533-7177 pwalters@frontier.net. For more
details, motorcar restrictions, lodging lists etc. see www.rockymountaindivi-
sion.com/DSNG2009.htm

August 15, 2009 – IA - Iowa River Railroad
Eldora, Iowa - The First Iowa Division will ride this ex-M&StL line which runs
from Marshalltown to Steamboat Rock, Iowa and north past the ethanol plant to
Ackley. Mileage is about 70 miles round trip. We plan on possibly riding the
line twice if time permits. Cost of this ride is $45 per car. The set on time will
be at 7:00am with an 8:00am departure. The set on location is about 2 blocks
north of the Hwy 175 crossing. Dave Pratt (515-674-3803) is the Excursion Co-
ordinator for this ride. Contact Carl Schneider at 515-967-5181 or e-mail mo-
torcarl@mchsi.com or go to www.firstiowadivision.com for more information.
This is a Narcoa-insured ride and all Narcoa rules apply.

August 15 - 16, 2009 – 'Y - Finger Lakes Railway
Saturday we ride from Geneva to (Solvay) Syracuse. We will be making tour of
the Central New York Model Railroad Club at Skaneateles Jct with a Dutch
Lunch. Sunday Seton will be in Victor with festivities of a new railroad preser-
vation that is just forming. Our trip will take us to Shortstown and reverse di-
rection to Candiagia and return. We will set on at 7 AM. Departure is scheduled
for 8 AM. Approximate round trip mileage for this excursion is 140 miles. Price
does not include any meals. Brown bag it for Sunday. The event is sponsored
by NERCA. NARCOA insurance and rules apply. All payments / cancelations
are required 30 before the excursion. The price of the trip is $145. Equipment Re-
strictions/Requirements: No HY-Rails allowed. NARCOA insurance and rules
apply. Reflective vests are required. No cars will be able to operate with sanders
and use of manually applied sand will not be tolerated. The event is sponsored
by NERCA. Event Coordinator: Warren Riccitelli / Al Elliott. For more infor-
mation please contact Warren Riccitelli, 39 Jacksonia Drive, North Providence,
RI 02911 (401) 232-0992 or e-mail at warren.riccitelli@verizon.net

August 22 - 23, 2009 - I'/MI - Indiana 'ortheastern RR Full with Waiting
List
The trip will start in Ashley, IN and run east/west, then north to Coldwater, MI
for an overnight stay, with return to Ashley early afternoon on Sunday. The en-
tire trip will cover approximately 150 miles. The excursion fee of $240.00 in-
cludes the railroad fee, overnight accommodations in Coldwater, MI (Sat.,
August 22, 2009), gratuities, and other miscellaneous excursion costs. Regis-
tration materials, complete details, itinerary, and maps will be sent upon receipt
of the excursion fee. This is a NARCOA insured excursion and NARCOA rules
apply. There is a 30 car limit. To register, send a check for $240.00 (Payable to
Great Lakes Railcars) to Michael P. Ford, 7712 Carpenter Court, Plainfield, IN



46168-8035. For questions or further information, contact Mike at (317) 839-
9320 or via e-mail (mford@indy.rr.com).

August 29, 2009 – MO - Ft. Leonard Wood Army Base RR
Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri The First Iowa Division has set up a ride on the
Army base at Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri. Set on will be at 10:30am with a
12:00 noon departure. We will make two trips on this 20-mile scenic line through
the Ozarks to the connection with the BNSF at Bundy Junction. Due to security
issues, everyone will need a picture ID, vehicle registration, proof of insurance,
and be prepared for a vehicle inspection. Cost of this ride is $35. Dave Pratt
(515-674-3803) is the Excursion Coordinator for this ride. Contact Carl Schnei-
der at 515-967-5181 or e-mail motorcarl@mchsi.com or go to www.firstiowadi-
vision.com for more information. This is a Narcoa-insured ride and all Narcoa
rules apply.

August 30, 2009 – MO - Colt Railway
Columbia, Missouri Come join us on this First Iowa Division ride which runs
northeast from Columbia to Centralia on an ex-Wabash track. We will set on be-
ginning at 6:30am and have a scheduled 8:00am departure for the first run. Our
set on location is at Boone County Mill Works which is located in downtown Co-
lumbia. We will run this line two times during the day for a total of about 88
miles. Cost of this ride is $45 per car. Dave Pratt (515-674-3803) is the Excur-
sion Coordinator for this ride. Contact Carl Schneider at 515-967-5181 or e-mail
motorcarl@mchsi.com or go to www.firstiowadivision.com for more informa-
tion. This is a Narcoa-insured ride and all Narcoa rules apply.

September 05, 2009 – CO - San Luis Central RR
Monte Vista, CO - The Rocky Mountain Division invites you to this railroad set
in the famous San Luis Valley of Colorado. Set-on will at the SLCRR offices at
2899 Sherman Ave., Monte Vista, CO followed by safety inspections, signing of
liability waivers and a safety meeting. We will travel north 12 miles to Center,
CO for a lunch break. Departure for the return will be after lunch with arrival
back at Monte Vista early afternoon for a 24 mile round trip. This railroad aka
The Pea Vine moves over 3000 carloads in and out during the year. It serves an
agricultural area involved in the production of potatoes and potato products. This
is a NARCOA insured event and all NARCOA rules will apply. No Hi-Rails.
Operators needing mentoring are welcome, just please let the EC know when you
sign up that you will need mentoring. The fee for the day will be $50 per car. Fee
must be received by EC two weeks prior to the event. Checks should be made
to “Rocky Mountain Division”. For information and/or reservations contact: Jon
Keeling Phone: 719-989-0779 Mail P.O. Box 721 La Veta, Colorado 81055
Email: jkeelingmt14@yahoo.com Details and updates at www.rockymountain-
division.co/slcSep09.htm

September 05 - 06, 2009 - 'Y - 'ew York Susquehanna & Western Rail-
way, Utica and Syracuse Branches
The Volunteer Railroaders Association is pleased to sponsor a 2-day run over
the NYS&W Utica and Syracuse Branches September 5th and 6th, 2009. Par-
ticipants will travel approximately 84 round-trip miles on Saturday between
Sherburne, NY and Utica, NY. Lunch will be on your own at a convenient loca-
tion near Utica. Sunday we will be running approximately 70 miles roundtrip
from Cortland, NY to Port Dickinson, NY, lunch will be deli sandwiches for an
additional $9.00 per person. We will be stopping at convenient locations for
bathroom breaks. Operators and riders under 18 are not permitted by the railroad.
The trip fee is $120.00 per car which includes the railroad’s per car fee. There
is a 40 car limit. This is a NARCOA insured excursion, and all NARCOA rules
will apply. This is a non-mentoring run. ECs for the trip are KC Smith and Chris
Vitz. The NYS&W requires that ALL operators must pass a Northeast Operat-
ing Rules Advisory Committee (NORAC) guidelines training class and test prior
to the event. If you have a current NORAC certification please mail us copies
that we can forward to the railroad. A class will be offered Friday night prior to
the next day’s trip. We are sorry for the inconvenience but this is a requirement
of the railroad. Your NORAC certification will be good for two full years. For
trip details contact the VRA at 80 Royal Avenue, Hawthorne, NJ 07506 Tel:
(973) 238-0555 or email to:volunteerra@yahoo.com. You can also sign up and
pay for the trip with a major credit card via our website at http://www.vratrips.org

September 06 - 07, 2009 - CO - Creede Branch, Denver & Rio Grande Rail-
way Historic Foundation
South Fork, CO – Rio Grande Fall Run. The Rocky Mountain Division invites
you to come follow the Rio Grande river on this historic, and scenic property in
the mountains of Colorado. This is a great low key run for mentoring new op-
erators, and a great run to see how your car runs in the mountains. We will
arrange the run to travel somewhere between 60 to 80 track miles during these
dates, traveling from South Fork to Wasson Wye and return . The run will be
limited to 25 cars. You may run either or both days. NARCOA rules and insur-
ance will be in effect. Spark arrestors will be required. No Hi-Rails. No Smok-

ing. Jon Keeling will be EC. Cost: $135 ($120 is a tax deductible dontation) for
the first day you run and $125 for a second day. Fee must be received by EC two
weeks prior to the event. Checks should be made to “Rocky Mountain Divi-
sion”. For information and/or reservations contact: Jon Keeling Phone: 719-989-
0779 Mail: P.O. Box 721 La Veta, Colorado 81055 Email:
jkeelingmt14@yahoo.com Details and updates at www.rockymountaindivi-
sion.com/DRGHFSep09.htm

September 05 - 07, 2009 - SD - Dakota, Missouri Valley & Western Rail-
road
Day One – There will be an evening Run from Britton SD to Geneseo Jct and
back. Total Mileage is approximately 80 miles. Set on begins north of the ele-
vator on 7th St in Britton at 4:30 pm with a 6:00 pm departure. Make sure you
have good lights on your car as it will be dark upon our return. Cars may be left
on the track that evening. Day Two – We will depart from Britton, SD and head
southwesterly to the start of the Yard Limit which is east of Aberdeen, SD be-
fore turning around and returning to Britton for lunch. Depending on the amount
of time left, we will repeat some or all of the Day One segment of the trip. Total
mileage is 80 to 160 miles for the day. Seton begins at 6:30 am for those arriv-
ing that day with an 8:00 am departure. Day Three – We will set on at Mil-
bank, SD at the wye on West Milbank Ave beginning at 6:30am and departing
for Sisseton, SD at 8:00am and return. Total Mileage is approximately 75 miles.
We would like to be back to Milbank shortly after 1 pm so you can get on the
road heading home early in the afternoon. Total cost for this 3-day event is $90.
For further details and to reserve your place, contact David Voeltz, Excursion Co-
ordinator for this ride, at (605-224-2964) after 6 pm weekdays or email:
Dvoeltz@pie.midco.net or go to www.firstiowadivision.com . Pre registration is
requested but same day registrants are welcomed. These rides are NARCOA-
insured and all NARCOA rules apply.

September 11-23, 2009 - CO, 'M, AZ - Southwest Tour
PRO is pleased to announce a very ambitious tour of most Iowa Pacific Hold-
ings trackage in Colorado, New Mexico, and Arizona. We start Sept. 11th in
Alamosa, Colorado with a trip to Antonito, and a possible train excursion on
Cumbres & Toltec, with a late afternoon back on our cars to Alamosa, 62 mi rt.
Sept 12th Alamosa to Monte Vista, 35 mi. rt., and then Monte Vista to Center,
30 mi. rt. Sept. 13th Alamosa to Walsenburg 150 mi rt., meeting the Steam Ex-
cursion train twice on the grade. Sept. 15th on to Dimmitt, Texas to Plainview
rt. 85 mi., Sept. 16th Doud to Seagraves rt. 114 mi., Sept 17th Doud to White-
face rt. 90 mi., Sept 18th Eunice, New Mexico to end of track and hazardous
waste spur if available rt 90 mi. Sept 19th Eunice, New Mexico to Monahans,
Texas rt 130 mi., Sept 20th Clifon Sub, Dayton to Clifton to Lordsburg and mine
trackage at Clifton rt. 140 mi., Sept 21st Safford, Arizona to Globe and Miami
100 mi., Sept. 22nd Globe to Safford 88 mi., Sept. 23rd Safford to Bowie rt 80
mi. Deposit to sign up at $250.00. No Limit of cars, and need 30 to 35 cars min-
imum. Please make checks made out to PRO and send them to Dave McClain,
22850 Placer Hills Rd., Colfax, CA. 95713. All members of Narcoa are wel-
come, PRO membership not required. Also, runs on the Apache Railway and
Copper Basin will be possibly included. Many more details will be coming soon.
Questions-email mcclaingmc@earthlink.net, or call Dave’s cell phone 530-908-
8296.

September 12, 2009 - IA - Appanoose County Railroad
Centerville, Iowa The First Iowa Division is pleased to announce a ride on the
Appanoose County Railroad between Centerville and Albia, Iowa. Set on will be
at 6:30am at the APNC shop building just south of the water tower in the south-
east part of town with an 8:00am departure. Mileage for the day is aboput 64
miles. Cost of the ride is $35. Dave Pratt (515-674-3803) is the Excursion Co-
ordinator for this ride. Contact Carl Schneider at 515-967-5181 or e-mail mo-
torcarl@mchsi.com or go to www.firstiowadivision.com for more information.
This is a Narcoa-insured ride and all Narcoa rules apply

September 18 - 19, 2009 – CA - California Western RR
Skunk Train - Fall run overnight to Willits - Confirmed - Applications not ac-
cepted until 7/1/09. Coordinator - C Patrick (Pat) Coleman - 1989 Robin Ridge
Ct - Walnut Creek, CA 94597 925-979-1030 or patcoleman@astound.net Set-on
- Saturday morning November 28, 2006 - 9:30. Commercial Street Station. De-
parture Noon & Return on Sunday. Run itinerary - Willits to Fort Bragg, CA and
return same day. Run Fee - $160.00 - Check payable to SWRC - Meals and lodg-
ing not included. Special requirements - Mobile radio requested but not required
- 30 car limit. All NARCOA members having current NARCOA liability insur-
ance and Rule Book Certification are welcome. Membership in SWRC is not re-
quired

September 18 - 20, 2009 – SD - Black Hills Central RR
The Rocky Mountain Division invites you to a three day excursion on the Black
Hills Central RR, Hill City, South Dakota, September 18, 19 and 20, 2009. The
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cost is $45.00 per car. Four round trips are planned including one night run. Each
run is 20 miles. Lynn French is the Excursion Coordinator. Email:
FLF450@aol.com Telephone 970.921.7700. Address: 38692 Indian Head Lane,
Crawford, CO 81415. This is a NARCOA insured event and all NARCOA rules
will apply. Friday set on is 4-6PM with a safety meeting to follow. A Saturday
night BBQ is planned with an additional cost of $8.00/ person.

September 19 - 20, 2009 - ID - Idaho 'orthern & Pacific Railroad, Wallowa
Union Railroad
The Idaho Northern And Pacific Railroad(Elgin Sub) and Wallowa Union Rail-
road(Joseph Sub) September 19 and 20, 2009. Set on will be in the IN&P’s Is-
land City yard. We will run to Elgin, Oregon on the IN&P and then on the
WURR to Joseph, Oregon and spend the night. Return back to Elgin and then Is-
land City the following day. 81 miles each day(162 total miles). Run fee is
$200.00. Make Checks payable to Pacific Railcar Operators and send them to
Bryan Loftin, 1600 Thornock Road, Emmett, Idaho 83617. For more informa-
tion contact Co-meet Coordinators Bryan Loftin at (208)365-9473 or
sd60m@fmtc.com . Steve Taulbee at (208)798-9388 or taulbee@cableone.net .
All NARCOA rules and insurance apply. PRO membership and spark arrestors
required. 30 car limit. Packets will be mailed out with the run information after
the payment is received. If you plan on attending, motels lists will be available
early. The motels would not Block the rooms and reservations will need to be
made early.

September 25 - 26, 2009 - IL - 2009 'ARCOA Annual Meeting
Sheraton Gateway Suites, 6501 North Mannheim Road, Rosemont, IL 60018
This meeting is open to all paid NARCOA members

September 25 - 27, 2009 - UT - Heber Valley RR
The Rocky Mountain Division invites you to a three day excursion on the Heber
Valley RR, Heber City, Utah, September 25, 26 and 27, 2009. The cost is $95.00
per car. Five round trips are planned including two night runs. Each run is 32
miles. Lynn French is the Excursion Coordinator. Email: FLF450@aol.com Tele-
phone 970.921.7700. Address: 38692 Indian Head Lane, Crawford, CO 81415.
This is a NARCOA insured event and all NARCOA rules will apply. Friday set
on is 5-6 PM with a safety meeting to follow before the evening run. This run is
limited to 25 cars.

September 26, 2009 - PA - Allegheny Valley Railroad
We invite you to ride the AVRR along the banks of the Allegheny River from
New Kensington PA to Pittsburgh PA. We will pass through several small towns
along the way as well as Locks and Dams on the river. When we arrive in down-
town Pittsburgh we will be at the very end of the AVRR track in Pittsburgh’s fa-
mous “STRIP” district. Sorry! No this not clubs full of ladies of the evening,
but a local term for the produce yards and lots of great shopping and restaurants.
We will lay-over here for several hours to allow you to eat shop and sight see.
The original “PRIMANTI BROS.” restaurant is three blocks from our turn
around in the “STRIP”. We then will return with a stop at Oakmont PA for Ice
Cream, save room!. Mileage will be aprox. 26 round trip. All NARCOA rules
apply. Over the ankle hard soled shoes must be worn at all times while on RR
property. Varied track conditions, some slow going. We should be done mid af-
ternoon. This makes a great companion trip to the Southwest Penn the next day.
For more info contact John Gonder at up3706@msn.com or call 724-696-4544
6-8pm. Fee is $40.00 with a 35 car limit. Appalachian Rail Excursions LLC 415
Levine Lane, Ruffs Dale PA 15679

September 27, 2009 - PA - Southwest Pennsylvania Railroad
We would like to invite you to ride the 12th annual running of the SWP. This one
day event will cover aprox. 52 miles of the former Pennsylvania RR Southwest
Division as well as a B&O secondary. Our day begins at the Safe Handling In-
termodal yard in Mt Pleasant PA. We will travel through Mt Pleasant, Broad-
ford, Scottdale ,Tarrs, New Stanton, Youngwood, Greensburg, and Radibaugh,
then return to Mt Pleasant for set-off. Our “PottyCart” will be along for this trip.
We will turn three times, so make sure you can turn your quickly and safely. All
NARCOA rules apply. You must wear over the ankle hard soled shoes at all
times. This will be a great companion ride for the AVRR the previous day. For
more info contact John Gonder at : up3706@msn.com or 724-696-4544 6-8 pm.
Fee is $55. Appalachian Rail Excursions LLC 415 Levine Lane RuffsDale PA
15679

October 03, 2009 - M' - St. Croix Valley Railroad
North Branch, Minnesota - The First Iowa Division will host a ride on the St.
Croix Valley Railroad north from North Branch to Hinkley, Minnesota. Set on
will be by the elevator one block north of the Hwy 95 crossing beginning at
6:30am with a departure at 8:00am. We will make two round trips during the
day for a total of approximately 132 miles. Cost of this ride is $45. Dave Pratt
(515-674-3803) is the Excursion Coordinator for this ride. Contact Carl Schnei-

der at 515-967-5181 or e-mail motorcarl@mchsi.com or go to www.firstiowadi-
vision.com for more information. This is a Narcoa-insured ride and all Narcoa
rules apply.

October 04, 2009 - PA - The Stourbridge Railroad TE'TATIVE
The Volunteer Railroaders Association is pleased to sponsor a 1-day run over
the Stourbridge Railroad October 4th, 2009. Participants will travel approxi-
mately 50 round-trip miles along the scenic Lackawaxen River on Sunday be-
tween Lackawaxen, PA and Honesdale, PA. Lunch will be on your own in
Honesdale, PA. We will be stopping at convenient locations for bathroom breaks.
The trip fee is $55.00 per car. To break even on this trip we need 22 cars to at-
tend. If we do not have that many signed up 30 days in advance of the trip it will
be cancelled and any collected fees will be returned. There is a 40 car limit. This
is a NARCOA insured excursion, and all NARCOA rules will apply. ECs for
the trip are KC Smith and Chris Vitz. For trip details contact the VRA at 80
Royal Avenue, Hawthorne, NJ 07506 Tel: (973) 238-0555 or email to:volun-
teerra@yahoo.com. You can also sign up and pay for the trip with a major credit
card via our website at http://www.vratrips.org

October 04 - 11, 2009 - O', MI - Algoma Central Railway, Great Lakes
Central Railway  Great Lakes Rail Cars is pleased to sponsor a week long dou-
ble header motor car excursion over a portion of the both the Algoma Central
Railway (ACR) and Great Lakes Central Railway (GLC) (ex-Tuscola & Saginaw
Bay Railway). All NARCOA members are welcome to participate. Participants
will travel approximately 450 miles on the ACR in Ontario and 238 miles on
the GLC in the northern portion of Michigan’s Lower Peninsula during the beau-
tiful fall color season. Sun, Oct 4 -Cars will be inspected and set on the ACR
in Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario Mon, Oct 5 -We will depart the Soo for our 3 days
of scenic travel over towering trestles, alongside pristine lakes and rivers while
taking in the colorful forests of the Canadian Shield. At Hawk Jct. we will board
our bus for overnight in Wawa, Ont. Tues, Oct 6 -Travel from Hawk Jct. north,
crossing the CPR at . Following a wilderness lunch, return to Hawk Jct. - Re-
turn to Sault Ste. Marie and set-off. Thurs, Oct 8 Travel to Cadillac, Michigan
and set on late afternoon.  Fri, Oct 9 -Travel from Cadillac, MI to Petoskey, MI
on the GLC. Sat, Oct 10 -Travel from Petoskey to Traverse City. Sun, Oct 11
-Return from Traverse City to Cadillac and set-off (~ noon) The excursion fee
of US$1250.00 (per car with 2 persons/double occupancy) includes all railroad
fees, motorcar fuel on ACR, nice hotel accommodations for 4 nights in Wawa,
Ont., Traverse City and Petoskey, MI; box lunches on Tuesday & Wednesday,
deluxe continental breakfast on Saturday & Sunday (Traverse City & Petoskey)
morning, transportation to/from the hotels in Wawa, Traverse City & Petoskey,
and other related excursion costs. Complete details will be sent upon receipt of
the excursion fee. There is a 30 car limit. This is a NARCOA-insured excursion
and all NARCOA and Railroad rules will apply. To register, send a check for
$1250.00 (payable to Great Lakes Rail Cars) to: Fred Lonnes, Excursion Coor-
dinator, P. O. Box 92, Western Springs, IL 60558-0092. For questions or further
information email Fred Lonnes at fallcolortour@flash.net or Mike Ford at
mford@indy.rr.com 'ote: If space is available, registrations for the individual
trips (ACR @ $825 or GLC @ $475) will be taken after May 1, 2009 on a first
come, first served basis. Registration for individual trips will not be available be-
fore May 1st.

October 10, 2009 - PA, 'Y - Wellsboro and Corning Railroad
Ride the 70 miles RT of the Wellsboro & Corning Railroad from Wellsboro, PA
to Gang Mills, NY and back. Former New York Central. Proof of NARCOA in-
surance required, all NARCOA rules will be enforced. Registration fee - $55.00.
Note: All CPE rides are rain or shine. No cancellations due to weather. Hard
soled shoes required, no sneakers or sandals. Children must be closely super-
vised at all times. Send check to: Central PA Excursions, PO Box 145, White
Deer, PA 17887. Questions: (570) 538-9050 or email firefighter5@jlink.net.
NOTE: See NERCA Excursions list for October 11 & 12 events.

October 10 - 12, 2009 - PA, 'Y - Lehigh RY / Owego & Harford RY
This track is a former mainline of the Lehigh Valley RR from Scranton on it
journey to the Chicago and the west. Now newly acquired by the new Lehigh
Railway, it follows the Susquehanna River thru a undisturbed valleys where the
railroad has said we will see Bald Eagles. If none are found, the offer a great
and scenic weekend awaits us. This is day two of Columbus Day weekend with
Saturday being arranged by Larry Maynard on the Wellsboro and Corning rail-
road. We will set on in Athens, just south of Sayre at 7 AM. Departure is sched-
uled for 8 AM. Approximate round trip mileage for this excursion is 190 miles.
This ride is limited to 30 cars. Price includes Sunday excursion on the Lehigh
Railway and Monday in the Owego & Harford Railway, and does not include
Saturday excursion on the Wellsboro & Corning Railroad. The event is spon-
sored by NERCA. NARCOA insurance and rules apply. All payments / cance-
lations are required 30 before the excursion. The price of the trip is $155.
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WA'TED Historical Information and especially copies of any old ad-
vertisements or photographs for motorcars to be used as illustrations for

articles in the Setoff. Each of our future issues will be spotlighting one of
the North American Manufactures. Right now I am especially looking
for material on Beavercar, Brookville, Buda, Duntley/Rockford, Cleve-
land Motorcycle, Light Inspection Car Works, Tamper, Plasser, Railcar of
Canada, Olds Motor Works and Northwestern.  But we need anything on
anyone. Contributors will be credited for their material. Scanned material
preferred. Loaned material will be professionally copied and returned to
the sender immediately. Send to Leon Sapp, Asst. Editor, 2405 East Ren-
fro, Burleson, TX 76028 jakemt19a@yahoo.com

WA'TED Front Axle Housing part for a light pushcar. The number on
the housing is M17045. Please email hses@btconline.net or contact
Richard Carter at 1-912-670-6201

WA'TED Front (top part) windshield to fit M-15. Need windshield
(with or w/o glass) to fit 52” wide frame member that is 22” above the
floor. Also could use matching roof. Similar width components will be
considered. Contact: Richard Reiff, 719-584-0581,
richard_reiff@aar.com

WA'TED Motorcar owners interested in a transmission upgrade.
The Granite State planetary fwd/neut/rev transmission manufacturer has
significant price reductions for a multiple unit order. If you are interested
in this transmission lets combine orders to reduce the cost. These were
used in late model Tamper TMC 2 and 6 motorcars. Model 5102-5 (5
inch input shaft for Comet 94, 1190 variable pulley drive, etc). Great
choice for updating drive train on any motorcar.
http://www.snpt.biz/index_files/Page480.htm Contact: Rob Baur pear-
baron@msn.com

WA'TED Axles needed - Looking for a 1 7/16” rear axle assembly (axle
plus casting for the bearings and gear) for a standard gauge belt car with
a 2-speed gearbox. Part #64284 stamped on axle, part #64285 cast into the
iron casting. Also looking for short half of an offset 1 7/16” front differ-
ential axle (Fairmont part #M24189). Robert Bertekap, Wallingford, CT
baronrail33-speeders@yahoo,com

WA'TED Woodings transmission. Ed Hoefler ehoefler@centurytel.net
417-858-0338

WA'TED Any information on an original condition Lehigh & 'ew
England M-19C sold in Wisconsin in late 2000. I am interested in find-
ing the current owner, condition, and availability of this car. Any infor-
mation can be forwarded to Chris Vitz via email at cvitz@hotmail.com,
by phone at 973-283-9064 or by mail at 51 Central Avenue, Butler, NJ
07405 

WA'TED - Hand held two way radio capable of all AAR and NAR-
COA freqs. Used, or low cost new. Addison Austin onrustab@yahoo.com

WA'TED - 2 Man Beaver Car Cab any condition Terry Devine Cell
530-228-6925 tjdevine@digitalpath.net

Fairmont MT-14 fixer-upper - car has been sitting for many years, has
four good wheels, no guarantee to engine’s quality - it turns free but it
could be total crap, transmission shifts and turns free but again - no guar-
antee, body and roof are straight and solid but floor panels and engine
housing side panels are rusted through in places. $2,800.00 Tom Falicon,
1227 Sawmill Creek Rd. Bryson City, NC 28713 raildawg@gte.net, 828-
488-8063

Fairmont Walk Behind Weed & Brush Cutter - W-76 series A - built
in early to mid 1950’s, Appears to be mechanically sound, I have never
started the engine, needs two tires. $400. Also, a RR stove - $650 Tom
Falicon, 1227 Sawmill Creek, Bryson City, NC 28713 828-488-8063,
raildawg@gte.net

Fairmont MT-19 in Felton, CA. reliable engine, clean inside and out,
turntable, new seats. Contact Frank Luft: 831-335-7044 or betty-
brinck@comcast.net

For Sale
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Wanted

HY-Rails by permission only. NARCOA insurance and rules apply. Reflective
vests are required. No cars will be able to operate with sanders and no use of
manually applied sand will not be tolerated. The event is sponsored by NERCA.
Event Coordinator: Warren Riccitelli / Al Elliott. For more information please
contact Warren Riccitelli, 39 Jacksonia Drive, North Providence, RI 02911 (401)
232-0992 or e-mail at warren.riccitelli@verizon.net

October 17, 2009 - OH - Great Miami & Scioto Railway
Preliminary Announcement. OVR is please to once again to ride to Great Miami.
100+ track miles some of which is welded rail. Trip this year to include a tour
of a local factory. More info to be posted May 1st. EC: Jaime Samuell

October 18, 2009 - OH - Hocking Valley Railway
Preliminary Announcement. OVR will travel the Hocking Valley again this year.
New to this year: We will ride the rails by speeder in the morning. In the after-
noon we will ride in style in a train made of Cabooses. The Hocking Valley will
take all motorcar operators and guests in the cabooses with an optional box lunch
from The Rocky Boot Grill. Also we will raffle off rides in a Snow Plow No.
64531 (Ex-NYC 625). More info posted May 1st. EC: Jaime Samuell

'ovember 18-19, 2009 - CA - California Western RR
Skunk Train -Annual Turkey Run - Confirmed - Applications not accepted until
9/1/09. Coordinator - C Patrick (Pat) Coleman - 1989 Robin Ridge Ct - Walnut
Creek, CA 94597925-979-1030 or patcoleman@astound.net Set-on - Saturday
morning November 28, 2009 - 7:30 a.m. Commercial Street Station. Departure
9:00 a.m. Run itinerary - Willits to Fort Bragg, CA and return same day. Run Fee
- $150 - Check payable to SWRC - Box lunch provided 2 per car - $5.00 per
lunch for more than 2 lunches per car. Special requirements - Mobile radio re-
quested but not required - 25 car limit All NARCOA members having current
NARCOA liability insurance and Rule Book Certification are welcome. Mem-
bership in SWRC is not required

December 11, 2009 - PA - 'orth Shore Railroad
ANNUAL TOYS FOR TOTS RIDE – Ride the 86 miles RT of the North Shore
Railroad from Northumberland to Berwick and return. This is former Erie Lack-
awanna track. As part of the fee for this ride, please bring a new, unwrapped toy
with you for either a boy or a girl. The Toys for Tots folks will be on hand to col-
lect the toys. We hope to have good press coverage for this event. The public will
be invited to bring a toy also and to see your motorcars. There will also be prizes
for the best Christmas theme decorated motorcars. Proof of NARCOA insurance
required, all NARCOA rules will be enforced. Registration fee - $55.00. Note:
All CPE rides are rain or shine. No cancellations due to weather. Hard soled
shoes required, no sneakers or sandals. Children must be closely supervised at
all times. Send check to: Central PA Excursions, PO Box 145, White Deer, PA
17887. Questions: (570) 538-9050 or email firefighter5@jlink.net

Excursions Held On A Monthly or Bi-Monthly Basis

2009 Season - First and Third weekends of each month - 'C - Red Springs
and 'orthern Railroad
Railcar Operators of the Carolinas (ROC) invites you to ride 12.5 miles on the
Red Springs & Northern Railroad in Red Springs. Located near Fayetteville, NC
and 17 miles west of Lumberton/US 95 on Hwy 211. NARCOA rules are in ef-
fect. Trips are mainly on Saturday, starting in Red Springs and going north to
Parkton, NC and return. Cost is $25/day or ROC membership of $90/year. Con-
tact person: Carey Boney - EC, 1605 Powers Road,Wallace, NC 28466. Tel:910-
285-7489 or careyboney@embarqmail.com

February 1, 2009 - January 31, 2010 - PA - Stewartstown Railroad
The Northern Central Railcar Association is offering to NARCOA members, ex-
cursions on the Stewartstown Railroad from New Freedom, Pa. to Stewartstown,
Pa. on various dates between February 1, 2009 and January 31, 2010. Call Dean
L. Grote Excursion Coordinator at 717-637-7647 or e-mail dizzydean55@em-
barqmail.com for details

February 1, 2009 - January 31, 2010 - PA - 'orthern Central Railroad
The Northern Central Railcar Association is offering to NARCOA mem-
bers, excursions on the Northern Central Railroad from New Freedom, PA to
York, PA, on various dates between February 1, 2009 through January 31, 2010.
Call Dean L. Grote Excursion Coordinator at 717-637-7647 or e-mail dizzy-
dean55@embarqmail.com for details.



'ARCOA does not guarantee, certify or warrant that any mechanical equipment, modification, solution or device described in articles
or advertisements in The SETOFF are safe or suitable for any members’ needs or purposes.  Technical articles are provided for members’
consideration only.  Readers are advised to do their own due diligence to determine the safety and suitability of any such equipment,
modification, solution, or device for their purposes, and are advised to seek outside expert advice.

Fairmont MT-19A and trailer fresh paint, cab-off restoration, Onan
CCKB engine, Ex: Soo Line car from Thief River Falls, MN, new in Aug.
1970. New tires on trailer. NARCOA compliant. Photos available on re-
quest. $5500 for car and trailer. Ed Wagner Madison, WI,Phone: 608-
244-3349 or 608-770-2388. E-mail: ab9fn at hotmail.com
Set of new A-4 brake shoes. New steel linings and wood——- $100 US
for the lot. Contact: bobcantin@cruzinternet.com

Fairmont M19-AA Former Denver & Rio Grande Western. This car is
complete and will make a great restoration project. I’ve not had it running
although with a little work, I’m sure it will fire right up! Comes with
spare coil (condition unknown) and good extra set of wheels. Car is cur-
rently set up for 6 volts and will need to be made NARCOA ready. Lo-
cated in Pueblo, CO., it is available for $4250.00. Contact Doug Summer
at (719) 545-9752 or email at drgw478@msn.com.

MT14L, 3 seats, good brakes, new battery last year, seat belts, double
chain, one new curtain, CCKB engine has over 30lbs of oil pressure,
NARCOA ready, was on 14 rides in 2008 and ran perfect. Doors included,
just not installed. $5500 Curt Gard 515-674-3060, 515-674-4285 located
in Colfax IA

Fairmont M9. Spring suspension, Fairmont OD-B single cylinder, 2
cycle engine. Les King seats, new stainless 6 gallon fuel tank, Rail
Sweeps. Nice running car, ready to go. Located in Ocala, FL. $3,500
Keith Mackey keith@gate.net 352-347-0770

M9-G and Trailer (Oct 22) KS - This a 1952 spring suspension speeder,
1 cylinder, 2 cycle engine. Restored with windshield wiper motors,
side/rear curtains, wheels, brakes, seats, large muffler, trailer with elec-
tric winch & battery, spare tire, travel/storage cover,. custom front stor-
age boxes, electric control panel, AM/FM radio/cassette player; 50W
VHF transceiver; volt meter; engine hour meter (now at 101 hours); fuel
gauge; two stereo headsets with microphones for the intercom, radio, and
transceiver; stereo speakers; variable air horn control; fuse panel; front
storage door open warning light; and two 12V accessory sockets. I will
gladly email anyone a DETAILED and PICTURE LADEN document
about what you get and need to know about this car (44 photos including
electrical diagram); email me to down load the 3MB pdf document. Price
is $5000 for car and trailer located in Wichita, Kansas. William Kinney,
wkinney@cox.net, 316-744-3565

Fairmont A-5 motorcar, Waukesha FC engine (36 HP) 4 speed trans-
mission and reversing rear end. Headlights, taillights, and brake lights
front and rear. Stainless steel gas tank. Air horns with CO2 cylinder. Push-
on Fairmont style turntable and also a 5th wheel style turntable. 2 fork-
lift style folding seats with seatbelts. Custom roof. Asking $ 4,450
Custom built highway trailer that will carry A-5 Electric brakes, 3500
pound single axle, 5000 pound Ramsey electric winch, 2 chains (5/16”)
and load binders included. Asking $ 1,650 Robert Rhew
robertrhew@clearwire.net Phone: 336-292-9501

Used Fairmont 16inch cast steel wheels. Two of the wheels are very
slightly used and in almost new condition and the other two are in very
good used condition. These wheels came off of some track machines that
were being scrapped. I have a set I’m using on my A4 and they work
great! The wheels have the standard Fairmont 8 hole bolt pattern. Price
for the set of 4 wheels is $4400. I will email pictures upon request. Buyer
is responsible for shipping or pickup. For more information please email
me at: feichenlaubiii@yahoo.com Or call 607-267-2122 between 9am
and 9pm Eastern time.

Fairmont A4D5, CP #4700-84, S/N 252572. Excellent condition. This
car has about 1,000 miles of “hobby” distance on it since CP retired it in
December 2004. It was built in the Canadian Fairmont factory and

shipped to the CP in British Columbia on 7 June 1983. It is NARCOA
ready and seats five. Powered by gas “Pinto” engine and offers a revers-
ing rear-end differential. NARCOA ready. Located in northwestern Ohio.
Asking $4,000. Contact Roger J. Hoffman at sooline@sbcglobal.net.

2002 Sportsman 26 foot toy hauler with a separate 9 foot enclosed
garage set up for speeder transport. The trailer weighs 5065 pounds
empty, has 5000 pound axles, holds 100 gallons of fresh water, 40 gallons
of gray water, 40 gallons of black water, has an additional outside stove
top, lots of storage, and a 3500 watt portable generator. The trailer is in
excellent condition and is ready to go. $11,000 OBO. Contact Dave at
928-380-7056 or dave@redspeeder.com

Fairmont M19, and Two Trailers.  ROB engine, good wheels, wind-
shield & top, engine free, needs restoration. $1500. Also two trailers, one
made from unknown speeder, has Fairmont 16” wheels, has transmission
on rear axle, may have M19 axle bearing carriers. Other trailer has Kala-
mazoo 16” wheels with 8 x 4.75” bolt pattern. $800 each. Located in SW
Michigan. Nelson Hurt, 269 473-6131 redbug1924@peoplepc.com

Great 'orthern M-19 Extremely RARE with the narrow front. The car
has the brass GN identification plate on the control panel. The car is
mostly there needing only minor things and includes it’s original ROC
that was totally rebuilt and painted by the country’s premier popper motor
rebuild shop. Make no mistake, this car is a project, but you won’t find a
straighter, more unique car to invest your time. $7,500 OBO. Contact
Dave at 928-380-7056 or dave@redspeeder.com. Serious inquiries please,
more pics and elaborate description available.
M-19 for parts or build a car. This car is probably worth more dead
than alive but it’s on the go away list. Send me your parts wish list and I
can determine what is the best fate of the car. Please note that the car is
extremely straight and not beat up as most are. Contact Dave at 928-380-
7056 or dave@redspeeder.com for details.
Hi-Rail. Rafna HD 250 hydraulic, no hydraulic pump. Good condition
$1200 US funds. Fairmont Hi-Rail. 0307 manual with steel arms. Rub-
ber covered wheels. Good condition. $1,000 US funds. 0305 for Dodge
Dakota. Needs 3 new aluminum arms $400 US funds. Hi- Rail Raftna
from ‘97 Dodge Dakota. Hydraulic with Hyd. pump. Good condition.
$2,000 US funds. Raftna 150 Hydraulic, front set only, $400 US funds.
Fairmont 0307 Hi-Rail. Manual with aluminum arms and rubber cov-
ered wheels. Good condition, $1000. US funds. Some 19.5 offset 8 bolt
rims and tires available. Fairmont Type C5 Carburetor. Cast No. A1375
& A1351. $100 US funds.  Aluminum Lift Handles. Left one has tip
broken off at top of handle. Right one has a bow in it. 85” end to end. Sell-
ing a pair, you choose which 2. $200 US funds.  Fairmont Hi-rail
Wheels with good rubber. 2 available. $200.00 each US fundsTony An-
drusevich, Hamilton , Ontario. 905-692-5949. e-mail anti-
quetony@mail.com

A-4 chassis with good diff., axles, etc.  Also, Parting out 84 Ranger Air
Force PU to be a donor for an A-4 or A-5 gang car. Very nice 4 cyl over
head cam Ford engine (1.7L?) with 84k original miles, auto trans, radia-
tor, air conditioning, etc. $2,000 for all, removal of parts extra, will sell
separately. Contact dave@redspeeder.com or 928-380-7056

GTW M-19 in very good condition.located in Connecticut Narcoa com-
pliant has been on numerous Narcoa runs, car is ready to ride. 6 gallon
fuel tank, radio equipped,  Carmate 7x12 fully enclosed trailer set up for
motorcar hauling, barn and side door 96” door height. Too many parts to
list for MT-19 and M-19. asking $8000.00 or B.O. for entire package.
contact Bruce Nollman at grizzct@comcast.net 

Kalamazoo 56O' - I have a partial Zoo 56ON... very similar in size to
a Fairmont MT-14. It has 14 inch wheels, a partial Onan engine (its stuck
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If you are a supplier of motorcar parts, and wish to be included here, please con-
tact setoff@neo.rr.com.  �o endorsement is made of the products, services, or ven-
dors.  All listings are for members’ consideration only, and are at the discretion of
the Editor.

Atlantic Rail Cars / Warren Riccitelli, warren.riccitelli@verizon.net 39 Jack-
sonia Drive, North Providence, RI 02911 phone: (401) 232-0992 Fax: (401)
231-7073.  Brake Shoes, brake liners, and brake parts for most cars.

Carey Boney, careyboney@embarqmail.com or 1605 Powers Road, Wallace,
N C 28466 phone (910) 285-7489.  Engine & Carburetor gaskets - RKB Twin
engine set.  

Brown Railroad Equipment / Dan Brown, www.brownrr.com.  4  Amer-
sham Court, Glen Carbon, IL  62034.  (618) 797-5484.  The entire remaining
Fairmont factory inventory of motorcar parts was bought by Brown when
Fairmont stopped making speeders in the early 1990’s.  Web site has NOS
inventory look up by part number.  Over 200 cars for sale.  

Railroad Motor Car Resource Library / Doug Cummins, rrstuff@hawai-
ihost.us 1146 W. 27th St. Independence, MO 64052-3222.  Library of rail
motorcar manuals, performance sheets, parts lists, maintenance instructions.  

Tom Falicon Raildawg@gte.net 1227 Sawmill Creek Rd, Bryson City, NC
28713 ph: 828-488-8063 after six.  Fairmont  Billet  Shift  Knobs.

Fredericksburg Shops, fredshops@earthlink.net or leskingmotorcars.com
or 209 Creamery Rd., Fredericksburg, Ohio 44627, phone:  330-465-0713
2PM-6PM EST.  Newly manufactured motor car parts and accessories.  Many
original producers identified, and their parts are again for sale.  

Doug Heinmuller, www.dhrc.clco.us  P.O. Box 111, 153 Bobbin Mill Rd,
Lunenburg, VT  05906, phone 802-892-6144.  Former ONAN dealer has
many Fairmont and ONAN parts.  Complete engine & transmission & car-
buretor rebuilding.  For a detailed list of parts available, see website.  

L&Speeder Repair and Restoration heatmor@itctel.com 17504 438th Ave.,
Henry, SD  57243 phone (605)532-3470.  Custom motorcar trailers - will
build to your specifications.

Dave Myers at: dave@redspeeder.com or 928-380-7056  MT-19 Temporary
Axle splint.  Fairmont transmission sprockets, and special sprockets of inter-
est when re-powering a car with non-Onan engines.

Tom Phair tom@phairs.net phone (925) 820-4159
Complete line of the David Clark Company Intercom systems and railroad
type Motorola Radios; new double chain sprocket kits, large inventory of
NOS Fairmont parts.  Some motorcars for sale.

Randy Rundle, 415 Court Street, Clay Center, KA  67432.  785-632-3450 or
fifthave@oz-online.net 2-Cycle Ignition Coils - Improved design Model T ig-
nition coils for all Fairmont 2-cycle applications.  Weatherproof case - works
either 6 or 12 volt - no ballast resistor is required.   

Motorcar Shipment by Truck, Charlie Lix, Reno, NV.  (775) 742-7366.
Costs depend on combining speeders with other general freight.  
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Suppliers
I’m sure), a good transmission, clutch, chain, and a pretty good body. No
rust out on the cab. Curtain rods are still there as well. Good place to start
or a really good parts car. $1500 or best reasonable offer. Contact: Bryan
Shupe, St. Ansgar, IA (641)425-9191 bkshupe@iowatelecom.net

Rock Island Fairmont S2 - Completely refurbished fairmont S2 motor-
car! Seats added and new drive belt. Needs only minor lights, fire extin-
guisher, etc. to be NARCOA ready. Engine runs strong (although didn’t
use it last season). $2500 or best reasonable offer. Contact: Bryan Shupe,
St. Ansgar, IA (641)425-9191 bkshupe@iowatelecom.net

Canadian 'ational MT19, with custom trailer, excellent shape, NAR-
COA ready, Les King turntable. $5,000. (This speeder was owned by Ted
Elzinga, recently deceased, and I’m assisting his heirs in disposing of the
speeder. The speeder has a foot clutch. The speeder and trailer are located
in Southern California. Price is firm, cash only, as-is and where-is.) For
further details contact Chuck Lee at cwlee@post.harvard.eduAdditional
photos available.

MT19 Transmission. Good shape . Has not been run in many years. $
300.00 It would be hard to ship, would be better to pick up in Calif. Roy
Gammill bevroyl@sbcglobal.net 805-528-5304

'orthwestern, ex US Army Oakland, runs great, $4000. Located
halfway between LA and SF in CA. Contact Ron Zammit, rzam-
mit@gmail.com, 805-489-5724.

Restored handcar, ex Hudson Bay Railroad, excellent condition, $8,500.
Located halfway between LA and SF in CA. Contact Ron Zammit, ram-
mit@gmail.com, 805-489-5724.

'ikki Carb and intake manifold off of a LX79/11253H motor. This
motor never ran. It was dead in the box from the factory. Numbers
stamped on the bowl casting are 27-241, 1460698 and a cast in 6100
$75.00 Lyle Breese at LZSBRNCH@C-ZONE.NET or 530-275-0639

'ear new starter for a LX790/11253H motor. Came from a dead in the
box Factory LX790 Linamar motor. $145 Cummins West sells this starter
for $290 Lyle Breese at LZSBRNCH@C-ZONE.net or 530-275-0639

Fairmont MT14L Onan CCKB, L.K. turntable, side curtains, stainless
steel fuel tank, radio and Intercom with 3 headsets, seats with arm rests,
spark arrester, 2 axle enclosed trailer with electric brakes, ramp door,
electric winch, inside lighting, spare tire, 40 gal. fuel tank with electric
pump, and solar panel. NARCOA ready, Strong Runner. $8500 Jim Ude
209-874-4724

MT14L- B48G Onan, Turntable. Tom Phair Radio, 10 Gal. tank. Car
needs nothing. 2005 Trailer with ramps, winch, tie downs and new spare
wheel and tire. Also, MT19 open car in process of restoration. Good
CCKB, Wheels, New LK turntable, Ex Manifold, Brakes, Hangers, Coil,
Fuel Pump, etc. $7,500 Firm Takes It All. No Wheel Kickers Please. I
bought a farm and have no time to play. Tom Anderson 315-986-2805
tae@rochester.rr.com

[[>>nnaarrccooaa__ccoommppaannyy__ssttoorree>>]]

Profits from Company Store sales go to �ARCOA.

Wheel Inspection Tools -The clear plastic wheel profile is necessary to determine if the wheel is flat, thin in the
flange area, or has wear between the flange and the flat section of the tread.  Use the wheel profile as your first
step in diagnosing “hunting” on the rails.  Use two of the clear plastic wheel profiles to determine track gauge.   The
stainless steel  caliper is necessary to determine if you have the required 1/8” minimum wheel thickness.  One plas-
tic wheel profile is $11 including s/h.  Two plastic profiles are $17 including s/h.  Stainless steel wheel calipers
with laser printing (they’ll outlast your grandson!) are $30 each including s/h.  One plastic profile and one stain-
less steel wheel caliper go for $35 including s/h.  Two plastic profiles and one stainless steel wheel caliper caliper
are the best combination for $40 including s/h.  The calipers have a bold mark at the 1/8” minimum.  Make your
check payable to NARCOA, and mail to Warren Riccitelli, 39 Jacksonia Drive, North Providence, RI 02911  E-
mail questions to: warren.riccitelli@verizon.net
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By John Gonder

Please allow me to introduce you to
our NARCOA affiliate - Appalachian Rail
Excursions, LLC (ARE).  ARE is named
for the mountainous region of West Vir-
ginia and Pennsylvania where we hold the
majority of our excursions.  

With operations in both NARCOA re-
gions 2 and 4, ARE was formed in 2001 by
three coordinators, John Gonder, Paul
Rujak, and Chuck Badger, seeking an an-
swer to limiting the insurance liabilities of
hosting excursions.  ARE is a partnership,
without membership, that is incorporated
in the state of Pennsylvania as a Limited
Liability Corporation.  Our affiliate has no
President or CEO.  Instead we operate as a
partnership made up of the three founding
partners.  We have no hassles of member-
ship, just a bunch of great friends that help
us get the job done.

ARE does runs every year in West
Virginia, Pennsylvania, and Delaware.
Since our inception we have hosted 51
runs.  ARE puts on an exhibit at the Pe-
tersburg Rail Show each summer.  Some
of our hosting railroads are West Virginia
Central (billed as the most scenic railroad
south of the Canadian border), South
Branch Valley (through the scenic Po-
tomac River Valley), Southwest Pennsyl-
vania, Allegheny Valley (near Pittsburg),
Strasburg, and the Wilmington & Western
(in Pennsylvania Dutch country).  All of
our excursions are NARCOA insured and
are done under the rules
and regulations put
forth by NARCOA gov-
erning their Affiliates.  

ARE is also a sponsor of the West Vir-
ginia Operation Lifesaver Rail Camp for
Kids that is held each year in Petersburg,
WV.  This is a weeklong camp put on to
teach railroad safety to adolescent children
and young teens.  ARE gives two mile
speeder rides on the South Branch Valley
Railroad to the public for donations that
help support the cost of the rail camp.

Please check out our website:
http://mysite.verizon.net/vze8eyf5 for the
ARE run schedule, our policies on hosting
excursions, and pictures from past runs.

Appalachian Rail Excursions exhibited these pump cars at the Petersburg, WV Rail
Show in 2006.  Left to right: Ed Summers, Erma & Harold Hinkle, Ross Howard,
Paul Rujak, Chuck & Sally Badger, Kay & John Gonder.

Clockwise from above:  Rest stop at Cheat Bridge, WV on the
West Virginia Central October 11, 2008 motorcar excursion.  Op-
eration Lifesaver rail campers picnic lunch on the June 2007 mo-
torcar trip.  Cars at Sector siding on the South Branch Valley
Railraod on the Operation Lifesaver Kids Camp ride.
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