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In This Issue

PPrreessiiddeenntt’’ss  MMeessssaaggeePPrreessiiddeenntt’’ss  MMeessssaaggee
Warren Froese

I would like to take some time and
space to thank some very specific
and talented people who contribute
much to the overall function of our
organization.  
Marg Hope and Bernie Leadon
have served as Directors at Large
over the last few years.  Marg
brings an enthusiasm and common
sense grounding to all of our dis-
cussions as a board.  She is quite
proficient in the ways of Robert’s
rules and has helped us stay in line
with these rules of conduct as a
board. Her advice and encourage-
ment have been extremely impor-
tant to me over these last years.  She
has provided editing for many of
the items I have written, including
this space.  Bernie has served us
well in leading the communications
team and overseeing many of the
details in day to day function that
would often be dropped but for
someone like himself.  Both Marg
and Bernie have served with ad-
mirable skill and competence.
Bernie has been elected in his local
area as Director and Marg is taking
a break from these duties to con-
centrate on her many other life in-
volvements in and out of her work,
which include organizing an in-
credible run in Alaska which she
will be on as you receive this writ-
ing.
Keith Mackey tirelessly provides
us with a very helpful and up to
date website, day in and day out.
He alone is responsible for our pub-
lic face as those who search elec-
tronically find us.  His approach is
down to earth and very straightfor-
ward and I have appreciated his

contributions hugely.
Mark Hudson and his team of Bob
Hastings and Dan Page have made
a significant impact with their work
on our membership team.  They
communicate well, cover all the
bases, and work tirelessly to correct
the mistakes that crop up from time
to time when you do not receive
your Setoff in the correct version or
have difficulty with your member-
ship details.  It has been a joy to
work with them.
Tom Norman provides yeoman
service on the insurance and finan-
cial side.  His foresight and plan-
ning allow us to operate within our
means and keep our costs as low as
possible.  He works intensely to
maintain and operate our insurance
plan, for which each of us owes him
a debt of gratitude.  Tom’s connect-
edness and persistence are the main
reason that we were able to solve
our last minute insurance issues this
past winter.
Rich Stivers moderates our on line
Narcoa forum and his watchful eye
is very important to our hobby dis-
cussion group.  Carl Anderson or-
ganizes and runs our elections
every year allowing us a chance to
have direct input into the gover-
nance of our hobby.  In addition he
organizes the annual meeting de-
tails.  Brian Davis and Greg
Kightlinger edit and print our bi-
monthly magazine which continues
to amaze me as a quality piece of
information for a hobby such as
ours.
Our committee chairs – Jim
Spicer (Judicial), Jim McKeel
(rules), Bob Knight (safety) and
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President’s Message ....................3
Area Director Messages ..............4
Election Results ...........................7
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EC Tech......................................15
The Mass Central ......................16
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Clearing the Track long ago.......18
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NARCOA Excursions................22
Supplier Listings ........................27
Company Store ..........................28

Bill Taylor (Operations) provide
ongoing oversight to significant and
often very time consuming compo-
nents of our group.
I appreciate the time and energy
that all of our Area Directors bring
to this work.  Jim Spicer and Tom
Falicon are completing their times
on the board and their contributions
have been significant.  Tom Falicon
has served our group as president in
the past, continues with EC educa-
tion, and has been a lot of fun to
work with this past year as vice
president.  Tom adds much to our
hobby and has made my job doable.
Thank you for participating in the
election this summer.  Particular
thanks to all who allowed their
names to stand.  Please consider
these important roles in your area
and start tapping people on the
shoulder now to run in next years
(odd number areas) elections.  We
welcome Bill Taylor as area 10 di-

continued on Page 4



Area Four
KY, NC, SC, TN, VA, WV

Tom Falicon

Page 4 The SETOFF  Sep / Oct 2011 

Area One
ME, NH, VT, NY, MA, CT, RI

Warren Riccitelli

rector and Bernie Leadon as area 4
director.
I am personally committed to
work towards ongoing succession
of responsibility in NARCOA.  We
have many quality people at the
table to carry us forward.  I have en-
joyed serving as president, and
committed last year that I would
serve one further year and then step
aside.  This October we will elect a
new leader in Chicago.  I plan to
serve for two more years as area 8
director and then I will go back to
operating my motorcar!
So the next time you get to a run,
look around and thank those who
make this whole thing go.  There
are obviously many others that I
have not mentioned, so find them,
encourage them and thank them.
Warren F.

President’s Message, cont.

Just a few quick notes welcoming
some new members to NARCOA
and NERCA.  We have mentored
five new members this year with
our short runs in the spring and now
it is mid-summer.  I just got back
from the Finger Lakes excursion
with again a record turnout and
meeting many new members from
the mid-West.  That is the experi-
ence that makes the hobby worth it.
The only problem I had this year
was with a few individuals that
tried to twist NARCOA rules for
their own benefit.  My primary con-
cern is for safe and orderly excur-
sions for both NERCA and
NARCOA.  On a trip with forty-
five cars and a hundred people, you
get use to everyone wanting to
make an exception for them only.  I
will listen to it but what is an ex-
ception to one may put hardship on
others.  I have also been pushed
with a few members using their
motorcar as a bus and adversely in-
creasing the liability to NARCOA,
the railroads, NERCA and myself.
The idea of offering rides to un-
known passengers should be dis-
couraged.  I would ask that you
only ask ‘trusted’ and known indi-
vidual on our excursions.  Again,
NERCA is allowing a maximum of
four adults or a family of two adults
plus three children.  These rules are
designed to limit both our liability
and yours.  Remember that they are
your guest, no one has personal lia-
bility or medical coverage to pro-
tect either them or ourselves, and
we would hate to see a nasty law-
suit that may destroy your person
wealth and go on for years.
Warren R.

As I write my 52nd and final Di-
rector’s letter, I reflect back on my
ten year career as your Area Rep.
with a smile. Over the years I have
watched NARCOA grow and ma-
ture into one of the most intriguing
and exciting hobbies of our time.
Our safety programs have been
constantly improved and updated
and when combined with our oper-
ators’ dedication to safety, the end
result is safe, family oriented fun
for all. Every NARCOA member
should be proud to be part of such a
great adventure!
It has been a real pleasure to work
with all the Board Members of our
organization over the years. After
ten years of attending Board meet-
ings my wife Mugzi and I have
many fond memories that we will
cherish forever. During my NAR-
COA journey I have had the honor
of being your President, Vice Pres-
ident and of course Area Rep. I al-
ways had your best interest in mind
and I thank you so much for your
support throughout the years. Area
Four is so full of kind and caring
folks you guys made it easy to be
your representative!
I will continue to help NARCOA
grow and run safely by remaining
in charge of our Excursion Coordi-
nators continuous learning program
as well as being your southeast in-
surance rep. I leave my position in
the capable hands of Mr. Bernie
Leadon. Bernie is just as enthusias-
tic about leading Area Four into the
future as I have been. I’d also like
to say what a pleasure it was to
work with our President, Warren
Froese. Warren F. has been an in-
credible spokesman for our group

&ARCOA Annual Meeting,
Oct 14 – 15, 2011

Sheraton Gateway Suites,
6501 &orth Manheim Rd.
Rosemont, IL 60018.

The meeting is open to all paid
up NARCOA Members.
NARCOA has a block of

rooms reserved for the meeting
that are savable to the general
membership. Call for the rates.
The Sheraton is just out side of
O’Hare Airport with a shuttle
to and from for easy trasnfers.
The hotel is a 30 minute ride to
downtown Chicago via RTA.
To make a reservation to stay
at the Hotel E-Mail Carl An-
derson  ca636@aol.com or call

847-882-5329
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Area Five
MS, AL, GA, FL 

Bobby Moreman

THANX
Thanx to our Officers who work
an unbelievable amount of hours to
ensure the success of our NARCOA
organization.
Thanx to our Board of Directors
that sometimes work on a daily
basis for our NARCOA organiza-
tion.
Thanx to all our Committee
Chairpersons that control and ef-
fectively manage their respectfull
area of expertise of NARCOA.
Thanx to all our Committee Mem-
bers who take so much time out of
their lives to work toward getting
all the committee jobs done.
Thanx to all our Affiliates that
work towards safe management of
our Excursions Coordinators.
Thanx to all our Excursion Coor-
dinators that go out and knock on
the doors of railroads and assure
them that NARCOA excursions are
right for them and NARCOA.
Thanx to all the Assistant Excur-
sion Coordinators that put in count-
less hours in helping with motorcar
inspections, motorcar management,
waivers, verification of member-
ship, mentoring and insurance sta-
tus.

Area Nine
AR, CO, KS, LA, 
MO, OK, TX

Chris Weaver

Hello from Colorado! I wanted to
write briefly on a few points. 
First, when we are out and about
with a motorcar, our behavior
reflects upon NARCOA. We can
make a great impression by an-
swering questions, being courteous
and friendly, and acting responsi-
bly. We can also do harm in many
ways. These effects are magnified
when we interact with railroad offi-
cials — a good relationship with a
railroad can open doors to new
runs, while a single word from the
right person can turn our motorcars
into expensive lawn ornaments.
With this in mind, it is NEVER
appropriate to complain to railroad
personnel about a motorcar run.
This is explicitly stated in Rule
III.10. If you have complaints about
a run, address them with the EC af-
terwards. If you don’t feel comfort-
able or otherwise can’t raise your
concerns with the EC, then bring
your concerns to your Area Direc-

tor. We all want to make our hobby
safe and enjoyable. Feedback is an
important part of that, but it must be
directed appropriately. Complain-
ing to a host railroad won’t change
a single thing about our excursions,
and it won’t improve our runs - but
it might mean that we don’t get in-
vited back.
Conversely, many members vol-
unteer to help out our local rail-
roads. They clear brush, help paint
a depot, or maybe fix up a dusty
motorcar. The local railroad is re-
ally the ‘home team’ and we want
to see them successful. The mutual
cooperation and trust this builds
helps further our hobby more than
anything else we can do. So, a
“Thank You” from me to those
members who help out in this way,
and please remember that we are all
acting as ambassadors for our
hobby.
Second, the NARCOA annual
meeting is fast approaching, so if
you have suggestions for topics that
should be raised or issues to ad-
dress, now is the time to bring them
up. It’s my job to represent our area
in Chicago, so please feel free to
contact me with your input.
Finally, two months ago, my col-
umn missed the Setoff so I deliv-
ered it to Area 9 via our email
database. If you didn’t receive it,
we may not have a correct email ad-
dress. Feel free to look online, or
contact me so we can update your
info:  CPWeaver@gmail.com. 
Fall is fast approaching, with it’s
cooler temperatures and spectacu-
lar motorcar rides. I hope you are
having a great season, and I will see
you on the rails.
Chris Weaver, Area 9

Thanx to all the hundreds of
NARCOA members, their families,
and their friends for keeping NAR-
COA such a safe organization.
AND a special thanx to our NAR-
COA organization that allows us to
celebrate a special THANKSGIV-
ING twice each year with our
friends and family.  Mark your cal-
endars for October 10th and No-
vember 24th this year.
See ya’ll in Chicago on October
14&15th .
Bobby Moreman

during his presidency and I thank
him for his service!
That’s it for me; EC’s can still
read my ramblings at EC TECH in
The Setoff as well as in the NAR-
COA EC Newsletters. I am still
driven to keep NARCOA moving
forward so I’m sure we’ll all be in
touch again one way or another.
Tom Falicon
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Greetings from the far corner! 
By the time the next Setoff ar-
rives, Bill Taylor will be the new
area 10 director. I will not be in
Chicago October 14 and 15 for the
board meeting. Bill will be attend-
ing the meeting. If you have con-
cerns or any items you want
discussed in Chicago, you need to
contact Bill.
It is hard to believe how fast the
last six years have gone by. In Au-
gust of 2005 while in Chama NM,
Pat and I had a BBQ with Tom and
Kathryn Norman. Little did I real-
ize what they got me into when I
said yes, I would run for Tom’s seat
on the board of directors. Since that
time, I have sat in Tom’s seat but
never filled it like he did. Few real-
ize how much Tom has done as one
of the original directors, treasurer
and insurance coordinator for
NARCOA. We are all indebted to
Tom for his continuing work with
NARCOA.
I have enjoyed being your repre-
sentative to the board. We have met
a lot of great people and seen a lot
of country going to Chicago. Parts
of being a director I will miss. Trav-
eling over 2,000 miles to Chicago
each year, I will not miss. I want to
thank all of you for your support
and encouragement.
Pat and I look forward to seeing
all of you on the rails.
Jim Spicer
Coburg Oregon

Area Eleven
CA, NV, UT, AZ, NM, HI 

Wayne Parsons

Upcoming Area 11 events:
Sept. 17 – California Western RR
Sept. 17 – Nevada Northern Rwy.
Sept. 17 – Sierra Railroad
Oct. 1 – Niles Canyon
Oct. 15 – Placerville Branch
Oct. 16 – Amador Central
Oct. 29 – Eagle Mountain RR
Nov. 26 – California Western RR
Since our last newsletter, events
on the Copper Basin Railway and
Arizona Eastern Railroad were first
scheduled and then canceled.  In the
case of the Arizona Eastern at
Globe, AZ, the line was sold and
the new owners do not want to han-
dle a motorcar event during this
time of transition.  In the case of the
Copper Basin at Hayden, AZ, the
excursion coordinator canceled the
event due to slow sign-ups.  A con-
tributing factor was when the Ari-
zona Eastern event died, interest in
the Copper Basin dropped.  Add to
this the fact that recent economic
news has made many operators re-
luctant to spend money on travel.
One good item is gasoline is drop-
ping making the drive to events a
lot cheaper.
However, early sign-ups are very
important for event planning and
scheduling.  The earlier an EC can
get commitments, the more confi-
dent they can be that the last few
needed cars will come.  Unfortu-
nately, the pattern for many runs is
that only 25% of the needed sign-
ups have been made just one month
ahead of the event.  The EC needs
to let the railroad know that the run
is a firm “go” about two weeks
ahead because personnel and facil-
ities scheduling requires some rea-

sonable notice.  The EC is left with
a small window of time to make a
decision and not cause problems for
the railroad.  If you have an interest
in an event, do not wait until the last
month to sign up and send in your
deposit.  Instead, please make your
reservation as soon as you see the
announcement.
How can you find out about
events as soon as they are listed?
There is a free service called
WatchThatPage that monitors web
pages you choose and extracts new
information from them.  Any new
event announcements or updates
are sent in a daily email to you.
Simply go to www.watchthat-
page.com and list the sites you want
to monitor.  For our Area 11 you
should list the NARCOA, MOW,
PRO, and SWRC sites.  For Col-
orado events add The First Iowa Di-
vision site to the list.  Monitor the
individual club sites because some
events are not listed on the NAR-
COA site until the insurance appli-
cation is made by the EC.  Use this
free service and you can stop
spending time surfing the web and
instead get all the event announce-
ments by just reading your e-mail!
See you on the rails!
Wayne

Area Ten
WA, OR, ID, MN, AK, WY

Jim Spicer

CALENDAR
PHOTOS
NEEDED!!

If you have Speeder images
worthy of our annual calendar,

send them in &OW! 
Images must be high resolution
in .jpg format with a caption.

Email them to
SETOFF@&EO.RR.COM, or
mail me a disk!  THA&KS!
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I wish to thank all the members who ran for a
Board seat on NARCOA. It is through the effort of
members that are willing to take on the work, that
make NARCOA so great. Which enables us all to
enjoy our hobby.

AREA   2 John Gonder

AREA   4 Bernie Leadon *

AREA   6 Bob Knight

AREA   8 Warren Froese

AREA  10 Bill Taylor *

*denotes new Board Member

In the election 42.6 % of the eligible members
voted. Or 292 votes were cast out of 686 sent out. The
pictures of the candidates of Even Area were well re-
future ceived and we will include pictures on all fu-
ture  ballots.

Just a reminder: Do not send your dues to me,
you need to send your dues to the membership chair-
man. The address is on the notices telling you the
dues is due.  By sending it to me with your ballot de-
lays it and you could miss a copy of the Setoff. I
DON”T start opening envelops tell July.

Stamps are always interesting, did you know you
can have a US mail stamp with a picture of your
motor car or any thing else on it. Just go to
WWW.stamps.com. Or a new site, WWW.endicia.com.
I have not ordered stamps but have visited the site.

All members in the ODD Area need to be thinking
about who they would like to have run for a seat on
the NARCOA Board next year. Send you suggestion
to me by mail or e-mail.

Carl Anderson

ELECTION 2011 
RESULTS

EVEN NUMBER AREAS
Carl Anderson

Nominations & Elections

Fairmont, MN – June 21, 2011.  The Fairmont mo-
torcar build-card records, sometimes called “birth pa-
pers”, are on their way to the local historical society.
As part of closing the Fairmont plant, HARSCO held
an auction in May to sell off all the equipment and re-
maining parts of all kinds.  Fairmont motorcar casting
molds and jigs of many types were also sold to un-
known buyers.
Wayne Brummond reports that provisions are

being made to donate the Fairmont Railway motor-
car build-card records to the local Martin County His-
torical Society.  Hopefully the physical move of the
many card files will take place by July 1.  Brummond
has suspended taking requests for copies of the
records because he has so many already on his desk
and has not been able to get to them.  Getting copies
of the birth papers will now be delayed until the his-
torical society can take possession of the records and
get the research and copying process organized.
Brummond estimates that this will take until Sep-
tember.
This donation to a local historical society means

the American made Fairmont motorcar records will
be saved.  When the Canadian Fairmont plant closed
in 1989, big dumpsters arrived to receive trash from
the clean up. Ken Ley, plant manager, returned to the
office after a day off to discover all the boxes of mo-
torcar build-cards gone. Those build-card records in-
cluded the car models, serial numbers, and purchaser
information.
When the same fate threatened the order books,

Ken acted to preserve them. Today he searches those
12 ledger books to provide “birth papers” for all the
Canadian Fairmont motorcars. You can contact him
at 1204 Old Victoria Road, Bracebridge, Ontario
P1L1X1, Canada or 705-646-1492 or ken.ley@sym-
patico.ca.
Wayne

FAIRMONT 
BIRTH PAPERS 
DONATED TO 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY
BY Wayne Parsons
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Here’s my solution to not having the speeder take up so much
valuable garage space.  Not that the garage has ever stored any
other vehicle, but that’s another story.  I asked on the various in-
ternet speeder lists and saw a couple installations for speeder
storage track.  Very impressive, but a lot of work!  Even “amuse-
ment park” track seemed overkill (& $$$) for my application.
Note that I don’t drive the car on the track.  It only gets pushed.
This is actually mod 2 of the railway.  Both were made up of

¾” rigid electrical conduit (not thin wall EMT) with ties of pres-
sure-treated 2x4’s.  The right of way goes across the front yard
then turns and goes through a gate into the back, so there’s a
bend to negotiate.  On the first Railway I used a hydraulic ben-
der to make the curve.  Bad move.  Making little bends every
foot or so resulted in a track that was quite variable in gauge,
and a very tight turn.  I would push the car a foot, then yank the
front back into alignment, then go another foot, etc.  It worked
but wasn’t very elegant.  But I now own a Harbor Freight pipe
bender.
A year ago when the sunroom was built, it encroached on the

RoW, so the track was abandoned and torn up.  A Harbor Freight
portable bandsaw did a great demolition job.  A new fence with
double 3’ gates was installed, which you can see from photo 5,
taken from End of Track at MP 0.014 .  This time, the “curve” is
negotiated with a transition crossing with a frog.  The perma-
nent platform hasn’t been installed yet, but the MT-19 can make
the turn using its turntable.  
Photo 2 shows this 45 degree transition at MP 0.004, along

with the usual vegetation control problem.  Photo 4 shows the
gapping at the frog.  From the frog to the back yard, the rail is
gradually bent, but only as much as it will handle with “natural”
bending.  Ties every 3’ maintain track gauge.  The ¾” conduit
comes threaded with a coupling on one end.  Cranking down re-
ally hard on the joints keeps the curve smooth.  Conduit straps
and deck screws serves for spiking.  Photo 3 shows a rail joint
and tie plate – not a great obstacle to get over when pushing.  No
derailments so far.  With ties supporting the rail every 3’ there
isn’t much flexing as the 19 rolls over.
What’s next?  Maybe some judicious leveling of the dirt &

gravel; maybe some gravel or ground cover in the front; and per-
haps a speeder shed.

The San Ramon Railway...or
My solution to a serious storage problem.    by Don Pomplun

#5

#2

#3

#4

#1
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South Fork, CO – July 6, 2011.
Seventeen cars participated in the
Rocky Mountain Division excursion
on the Denver & Rio Grande Historical
Foundation track - known as the
Creede Branch - from South Fork
Depot to Wasson Wye and return.  Ex-
cursion Coordinator Joe Keeling lead
the group on the 36 mile round trip that
runs along the Rio Grande River and
through Wagon Wheel Gap; one of the
most scenic rides in the motorcar
hobby.

Around the country we are fortu-
nate to have a few classic events such
as the Creede Branch that are scenic,
historic, and frequently scheduled.

Leaving the set-on point, elevation
8500 feet, the motorcars travel past
many resort cabins that take advantage
of the area's cool summer weather.
The D&RG rail follows the line’s
namesake Rio Grande river as it flows
on a valley floor that looks like the
meadows of Yosemite.  Along the way
we pass a group of kayakers getting
into the river.  The mid point of the ride
goes through Wagon Wheel Gap where

the mountain walls rise up dramati-
cally on both sides of the track.    

At Wagon Wheel Gap is the old
depot, now the summer home of Doug
and Ginni Davlin who gave a tour to
the group.  (Thank you Doug and
Ginni!)  It was from Wagon Wheel
Gap in 1892 that railroad baron David
Moffat extended the narrow gauge line
to Creede to serve silver mining claims
he owned.  Later the track was stan-
dard gauged, but the narrower original
road bed and cuts are still visible.  

Today the line is preserved
through the efforts of the volunteer
members of the historical foundation.
Motorcar events are always welcome
here with the fees going to restore the
rail.  Thanks go to Don Shank, head of
the Denver & Rio Grande Historical
Foundation, who was our host, and to
Doug Summer, assistant EC.  

CCrreeeeddee  BBrraanncchh  iiss  CCoolloorraaddoo  FFaavvoorriittee
By Wayne Parsons

Above lett: Wagon Wheel Gap Depot at MP 312 is now a private home.  Above right: The tracks follow the Rio Grande river
near Elk Creek Ranch.  Below right: The Wasson Wye at MP 318, with a stub switch, is our turnaround point.  Below left: Ginni
Davlin (left in frame) gives a tour of the old baggage room now converted into the master bedroom.  Photos by Wayne Parsons
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GGaassppee  22001111      By Louis-François Garceau

Arriving in Chandler around 7:00 PM, we boarded buses
to get to the Motel Chandler for the night.
Wednesday morning, May 25th, after the usual mat-
ters, we left Chandler on time heading for Percé. After
a short visit to the railway station in Percé, we boarded
for Gaspé for dinner. We pass thru the Coin-du-Banc
tunnel (also called Cap-de-L’Enfer) finally arriving in
Gaspé at noon. Everyone had their choice of seven
restaurants to eat. Around 2:30 PM, and after a few mo-
torcar repairs, we backed up into the wye of Sandy
Beach, then we rolled west to the tunnel for more pic-
tures and activities on this site. We finally left for Percé
for a good dinner and rest into the Riotel hotel. Peoples
took pictures of Rocher Percé (pierced rock) directly off-
shore of our hotel. All had an early night.
Thursday morning, May 26th, we woke up at 4:30 AM
to see the sunshine shining on the rock. Wonderful! After
the usual breakfast, transportation by bus, speeches and
preparation, we left Percé early because we had to meet
the VIA Rail train No. 16 in Chandler. There, the Club
de Mineralogie et Paleontologie de la Gaspé received
us. After arrival of the train in Station, we left for Port-
Daniel where we were received there by lots of school

Arriving in Gaspésie on May 23rd, NARCOA mem-
bers where received in Baie Bleue Hotel during all day
by Bernard Babin and his wife, two of the Excursion’s
logistic organizers. After the registration was com-
pleted, peoples came to the Station and to Rue de la
Montagne crossing for the first SETON. We backed
into the passing track to clear VIA Rail train 17 due at
8:40 PM. Peoples went for dinner and a good night
rest. I noted that everyone was helping each other.
Tuesday morning, May 24th, a few motorcar arrive
early to get on the track. At the safety meeting the EC
describes that at a few crossings we are to have three
groups for railway crossings flagging. This is a new
practice suggested and put into place by Rick Ray. It’s
safer r to cross busy roads when groups of seven or
eight machines cross together. Inspection, safety meet-
ing and else, we left Carleton passing by New Rich-
mond Station to New Carlisle. Arriving there, we had
a press conference to salute the new organization in
Québec, the “Draisineurs associés du Québec inc.”
(DAQ). After a good lunch, photos and speeches, we
left New Carlisle for Port-Daniel, named of Jacques
Cartier, superintendant who came in Gaspé in 1604.

Left to right: Bernard Babin, LFG, mayor Cirius Journeau and Gaston Drolet welcome the Speeders to Charney.
Photos by Jean-Francois Henry.
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kids and teachers. After dinner at L’Étale we rolled on
to New Carlisle for another special stop. After a brief
stop we rolled east to our overnight at New Richmond.
There we had to take two busses for two different
places, the Fin Gourmet and the Le Francis. We also
saw the VIA Rail No. 17 passing by while at the Hotel
Le Francis.
Last day, Friday 27th, 2011, and it’s raining. Televi-
sion & radio reporters are here to see the group. Be-
fore we left New Richmond that morning, Dave
Moore, representing the group, gave the DAQ an en-
velope with a nice amount of money in it. When it be-
came known that the DAQ had spent more money on
the excursion that they planned on, the group took up
a collect to cover the overage. DAQ wants to say
THANKS VERY MUCH to all do-
nators. 
While passing to Carleton, we
stop and detrain material to our
cars and proceed to Matapédia
(and got on the Matapédia CN
bridge for pictures) railway Station
for a lunch in the Restigouche
Restaurant. Clearing the switch in
the Wye we finally proceed to Es-
cuminac City hall for a quick sand-
wich and juice. Arriving in
Carleton at 4:00 PM, we set off our
machines, shake hands and head
back to Baie Bleue Hotel for a
good lunch and a nice rest.

For the DAQ, I want to thank all of the persons who
organize the run such has employees of the Société du
chemin de fer de la Gaspésie (railroad company), sig-
nalmen (four nights in Carleton plus all over the
Gaspésie stops of motorcars), VIA Rail station masters,
restaurants, hotels & motel, mayor of New Carlisle, par-
ticipants and organizers. A special thank to Bernard
Babin & wife, and I must not forget Ken Annett and
NARCOA’s Chairman Warren Froese. Without all their
help and support, we won’t be able to do anything up
here in the Province of Québec. 
The Draisineurs Associes du Quebec Inc. are prepar-

ing something special for 2012. 
By  Gaston Drolet and Louis-François Garceau, NAR-
COA ECs.

Above: Bob Wonderling of Ohio admires the view .  Below: the view out the front window of the Hotel Riotel.
Photos on this page  by Jamie Haislip
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GGaassppee  TToouurr  ffrroomm  tthhee  OOtthheerr  SSiiddee  ooff
tthhee  RRaaiill    By Margaret Kvorka

Gaspe!  A dream of a lifetime and combine it with my
first railcar trip. How perfect can this be? But first, I
would like to share the story of our Fairmont and how
it came to be in our yard.
The year was 1993 and Hank Brown was on CBC
(Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, public radio)
talking about the joys of owning a “motor car” and
travelling the railways of Canada and the United States.
After contacting the ever enthusiastic Hank, we be-
came proud owners of parts of five Fairmonts. It looked
like a train wreck in our back yard. It was best de-
scribed in the words of our neighbour, “Don’t you ever
do anything that is normal?”
1993, the summer passed and the Fairmont took
shape. Labour Day was approaching, the Fairmont was
functional, Hank had scheduled the Algoma trip and
my husband had signed on. All the stars were aligned
for the maiden voyage. I had to work. Not to be de-
terred, our son would go with him and miss the first
two days of High School. Priorities discussed. Deci-
sion made.
The trip went well after a few initial hiccoughs. The

first being that they stalled shortly after set off and they
needed a tow. After consultation with supportive mem-
bers of the NARCOA group, a minor adjustment of gas
flow and ready to go. Hank’s saying “the Fairmont talks
to you” they just needed to listen. Soon they were man-
aging on their own power.  This event was documented
in the NARCOA SETOFF by fellow travellers on that
trip – they were the Canadians that were towed north
from the Sault St. Marie yard.
The frequency of the trips waned and I had not yet
known the real experience of this rail car, I had only the
reminiscences of their fun times. The car sat in the back
yard for years. Suddenly there was a trip to Gaspe and
I could go.
The Fairmont was stripped to the core, oiled, painted,
doors created and engine tested at a standstill in the
yard. It puffed, popped, and gushed smoke and Lou
kept saying, “See, Hank was right! It talks to you.”
Talks? More like a belching dragon! Fine details needed
completion before it was rail worthy.
Finally we were ready. Nine P.M. Sunday night. Vic-
toria Day Weekend. It would be a long trip but we
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would stop and sleep near the Ontario
/ Quebec border. Backed up the truck
to the trailer. All hooked up and
NOTHING! The starter was dead!
Called a friend who lives 2 hours
away. Yes, we could borrow his truck.
Should we be listening to another
voice other than the Fairmont? Our
son, who is now an adult, asks us to
wait ten minutes. He had an old en-
gine in the garage, maybe the starter
from that would work. Eureka!  
The drive started and finished late
the following day. As we drove into
the hotel driveway we were greeted
by Gaston Drolet and Bernard Babin
with the printed details for the trip.
Our instructions were get some sleep
and we would join the rest of the
group on the tracks at 06:00.
Awake at 05:00, inhaled breakfast
and off to the launch pad. The car was
quickly placed on the tracks, my hus-
band would take the Fairmont to our
place in line. He left me with the
truck and trailer and the only way out
is to back it up and turn it around. Not
my forte! I could not even see it in the
rear view mirror! Blood pressure ris-
ing! Lou suddenly reappeared and
lifted the trailer into position for a U
turn. My hero! With my dignity back
intact, I drove away, parked the trailer
and joined the group.
Since Lou had not driven the Fair-
mont for many years, he would be
mentored by Ken Annet. Ken checked the car – every-
thing was good to go. Only, it didn’t! It coughed, sput-
tered and died. The men gathered, each with useful
suggestions and soon we were on the way. My confi-
dence was shaken. The stress level was increasing.
Since this was my first trip, I had many questions.
Questions that are hard to ask over the noise of the en-
gine. Now that we were moving, how much space is
safe between cars? How are the brakes? If he strokes
out, how do I stop this engine? Will his voice last long
enough to give me all of the instructions. Will I be deaf
at the end of this trip? What do you do for washrooms?

I soon learned about space, braking and showing the
red flag. It was out the window so often that we
laughed about feeling like Streinikov on his  train in
the movie Dr. Zhivago.
The Gaspe trip was very scenic, small neat neigh-
bourhoods, the week’s washing hung out to dry with
the perfect arrangement of clothes gradually decreasing
in size along the line, just the way my mother had
taught me. We stopped at the side of the ocean for
strolls along the beach. Startled to see the occasional
snow bank.

Far Left: John Schmidt and a retired C& engineer cross the Cascapedia river en-
tering &ew Richmond. Bobby and RC peoples follow in the Orange A-4-E and Dick
Ray is in the third speeder back.   &ear left: Sun rise at the Hotel Riotel at about 4:30
AM.  Top: A fox jumps in front of Dave and Pein Sigafoose,  Above: Dave Sigafoose
passes a light house approaching Perce. All photos by Jamie Haislip

continued on page 14
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Every time we stopped, the lid came off the engine.
Suddenly there was Ken, Louis- Francois and Dick
ready to help. 
Everyone in town knew we were coming. People
were out to greet us along the tracks and at the stations.
That was fun! Kids were having their pictures taken
sitting in the cars and wearing our helmets. Answering
questions. Practising my French.
For lunch on our first day, we received the Royal
treatment. The Town of New Carlisle had prepared an
incredible lunch for all of us in celebration of the in-
augural trip of the Les Draisineurs Associes du Que-
bec Inc. The Mayor, Mr Journeau, honoured us with
his presence to mark the beginning of the Draisineurs
and hopefully a successful and long lasting group of
railcar enthusiasts.
The second day was more relaxed. More confidence
in our skills and the machine, when suddenly, going up
a hill, the sound of nuts and bolts in a washing machine
began. Up came the engine lid while we were still mov-
ing Couldn’t see any problem. Plan: run the engine
more slowly and pull it off the track at the next cross-
ing.
But first we have to cross a trestle. OMG don’t look
down. The truck at the front was stopping. A photog-
rapher was standing in the back of the truck, then, he
was on the edge of a rocky cliff leaning backwards for
a better angle. In my mind, I had visions of crawling
along the trestle to help with CPR. (That is cardio pul-
monary resuscitation not Canadian Pacific Railway)

He bounced from that point
on the edge to a standing po-
sition on the hand rail. Be
still my heart! More pic-
tures! I hope you all are en-
joying them. 
The engine rattle was get-
ting louder. No one was
moving. There was no hand
rail on Lou’s side of the car.
Would we have to crawl
along this bridge to get
help?
Finally we got started and
exited the rail at the next
crossing. Ken, who was fol-

lowing us, chuckled and said, “I wondered what was
going on in there with all that activity.”
Mike towed us to Gaspe. Lou left by bus to pick up
our truck and trailer.   Our trip had ended. But first we
would have one more dinner before we left the group.I
drove back to Perce in Mike’s ever so quiet rail car
watching our little yellow cab bobbing back and forth
while being towed. Lou returned to Perce in time to
join us for dinner. Whenever I asked “What is it that
you find so enjoyable about these trips that makes you
want to go on more?” They would just smile and never
answer.
This is not a trip for the weak in spirit. Many of the
people are retired, they drive old machines that have a
tendency to break down and parts are becoming harder
to find. Added to that, the alarm sounds at 05:30, we
meet at the station at 07:00, travel  ends at 19:00. The
stress of it all!
For any novices of future trips, I wish for you to have
great mentors like Ken, a living railcar operational
guide like Dick Ray to solve any problems that your
engine can create and supportive group of organizers
like Louis-Francois, Gaston and Bernard to  help you
negotiate the other obstacles. And last but not least of
all, I wish you to have a strong, youthful man like Gas-
ton’s son to help you with your luggage at the end of a
long day. 
The engine had a couple of loose bolts and is ready to
roll. Looking forward to seeing all of you on the rails
in the near future.
Margaret

Seashore approaching Perce.  Photo by Jamie Haislip
Gaspe....Other Side  continued.
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BBYY  TTOOMM  FFAALLIICCOONN
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As a NARCOA Excursion Coordinator you are
the link between our host railroads and NAR-
COA. Anything you do or say, whether it is pos-
itive or negative, reflects directly on NARCOA.
Short line host railroads stay in contact with
each other during conventions, seminars and
conferences so it behooves each EC to put their
best foot forward with host railroad relations. A
NARCOA EC and his/her assistants should be
attentive to the actions of all their attendees and
if an attendee is jeopardizing their safety or the
safety of others it should be dealt with immedi-
ately! If an attendee calls something to the EC’s
attention that they consider to be a problem,
once again you or one of your assistants must
address the situation immediately. Do not con-
sider the situation resolved until the attendee and
you, as an EC, are both satisfied that it has been
resolved. Each NARCOA EC is held to a higher
standard of behavior at all times. Whether it is at
your own excursion or while you are attending
another’s excursion, EC’s are NARCOA’S front
line representative and we all win when you are
representing us at your best.
As a reminder to any member/operators that
may be reading this column: the EC of the ex-
cursion is in charge. You must obey his rules, the
host RR rules and NARCOA rules. If you have
any problems with the excursion please talk with
the EC and he will do his best to rectify or ex-
plain the situation. Do not bother the host rail-
road with what you feel is a problem…. Your
excursion’s problem solver is your EC!
One final note: A safety meeting/job briefing
shouldn’t be considered complete until every-
one in attendance understands everything that
has been said at that briefing and it has been de-
termined that every rider and op-
erator has signed a NARCOA
release.

For proper operation of a two-cycle motorcar the position of the
timer lever has to be adjusted properly. In order to set the position of
the timer lever so that the buzzing is equally spaced around the top
dead center (TDC) point of the piston you need to know just where
TDC is. Most owners simply insert a large screwdriver into the spark
plug hole and turn the engine until they decide they have found TDC.
This method is OK and the car will run fine even if it is 10 degrees off.
However a few owners will want to get the measurement just right. 
The tool shown in Picture 1 is for finding top dead center of the pis-
ton in a two-cycle engine.
It is a simplified and cruder version of a tool used by race car engine
builders. Simply a scrap of wood long enough to fit across the cylin-
der head and about 2 inches wide by ¾ inches thick.
I drilled a hole in the center of the wood a bit less than ¼ inches in
diameter. Then I screwed in a three inch long by ¼ inch diameter ma-
chine screw. The screw should fit tight enough that it stays where you
put it. About two inches of the screw protrude from the wood.
Now simply insert the head of the screw into the spark plug hole and
press the wood up against the head as shown in Picture 2. Then turn
the flywheel until the piston just touches the screw head. You can feel
it. Make a mark on the flywheel that is referenced to a fixed point on
the engine. Next turn the engine backward, trying not to move the
wood, until the piston touches the screw head again. Make a second
mark. It will take a number of tries to get the screw positioned such
that the marks on the flywheel are about 3 inches apart.
Your nearly exact TDC point is halfway between the two marks. You
may want to paint a line on the flywheel at this TDC point so you never
have to do the procedure again. 

SSIIMMPPLLEE  TTDDCC  FFIINNDDEERR  TTOOOOLL
By Dick Ray  WM M9 #67 
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The Mass Central Railroad 2011
by Jennifer Draut

After years of scheduling conflicts, I was finally able to partic-
ipate in the Mass Central Excursion. This is an annual 50 mile
NERCA excursion hosted by fellow Narcoa member Bob Bentley,
who is also the general manager of the Mass Central Railroad.
This speeder trip originated in Palmer, Massachusetts and ran to
Barre, Massachusetts. It is a scenic trip through the rustic New
England country side. The mature wooded canopy provided relief
from the unusually warm summer heat. 
At the beginning of the trip our excursion coordinator Warren

Riccitelli informed us that we would be making a slight detour
during this trip. Given it was Memorial weekend we’ve were
going to stop and attend the new dedication of the veterans Park
in Barre Massachusetts. Our host Bob Bentley was participating
in the services. During the run Bob was flagging traffic at the
crossings. Between two crossings Bob managed to change out
from his normal clothing into full dress uniform. After a couple
more crossings, we stopped for the memorial services and the new
park dedication, which was well attended by all locals we also at-
tended dedication service of a new memorial for all branches of
the service and dedicated to the Veterans of Foreign Wars, partic-
ularly honoring residents from the Town of Barre. The service was
well attended by local citizens, many among them veterans or rel-
atives of the honored. A state senator was in attendance as well
for this moving tribute to Veterans of Foreign Wars.
After the services we had a few visitors come over and look mo-

torcars and we pressed on north to the north end of Barre where
we went into a siding at a wool processing factory which was the
largest in the United States for many years. The plant shut down
several years ago and we were able to walk around and observe
what remained of the plant which is also now the main yard for the
Mass Central Railroad. After lunch and a tour around we packed
up and headed back out onto the main line and proceeded back
down to the south end toward Palmer.
The run was a very clean enjoyable day trip. I’d like to extend a

sincere thank you to Warren Riccitelli and Al Eliot for their tire-
less contribution to the hobby. Also a special thanks to Bob Bent-
ley and his group for hosting this
excursion on the railroad.

All photos by Jennifer Draut



The SETOFF Sep / Oct 2011 Page 17

In the beginning: The First North American
Railroad  by Leon Sapp

Historians have often disagreed on what and where was
the first true railroad.  The problem seems to be how you
define ‘railroad’.  If one considers a guided track for
wheeled vehicles as the only criteria, then our vote must
go to a Mr. Beaumont who in 1630 placed grooved
wooden rails on the otherwise muddy roads of England
to move conventional wagons of coal.  Others  argue that
the Welsh miners had for centuries been using groves or
ruts in their tunnels to move carts of ore.  And there are
other more bazaar theories.  So for our study, let us con-
fine our examination to a steel wheel on a steel rail and
call that a “railroad.” 
With that as our criteria the English still hold the title of
having the first true railroad as well as the first true loco-
motive.  But, when we move the question to North Amer-
ica we find a heated argument about who was first.  Most
history books will give the nod to the Baltimore and Ohio
who laid their first rails in 1828.  However, two years ear-
lier a little known Massachusetts contractor laid four miles
of hand forged rails from a granite quarry in West Quincy
to a tidewater port on the Neponset River.  It carried the
granite used to build the Bunker Hill Monument.  The
hand-forged rails were 2 inches wide and 3/4 of an inch
thick iron on wood planks (known as strap rail) held in
place by hand forged spikes in holes drilled into granite
blocks.

Of course the purest will quickly point out that the mo-
tive power was a mule assisted by a cable on the steepest
stretch of track.  And, it was authorized to only carry
freight, not passengers.  But, it was still iron wheels on
iron rails so, by our definition, it’s a railroad.  

Moving on, the Granite Railway was incorporated
March 4, 1826 by Thomas Perkins and Gridley Bryant.
Construction began on April 1, 1826, and operations
began on October 7, 1826.  It later became a branch of
the Old Colony and Newport Railway, which was later

absorbed into the New York, New Haven and
Hartford Railroad. 
Next up, the Mohawk and Hudson Railroad, was
the first railroad chartered in New York State, and
the first railroad in the United States to be pow-
ered by a steam locomotive engine rather than
horse-drawn or by gravity.  It was the first railroad
authorized to haul passengers as well as freight.
It was chartered in 1826, the same year as the
Granite Railroad but construction did not actually
take place until 1827.
If we still want to quibble, the Mauch Chunk
Railroad, a gravity line, was built in 1827 between
Summit Hill and Mauch Chunk, Pennsylvania.  It
was built to haul anthracite coal from the mines to
the Lehigh River.
That would make the B&O a distant fourth in
line for the title of being first.  Their first rails were
not laid until 1828. 
Leon Sapp   

First �orth 
American Railroad

built in 1826.  
A section remained

alongside the modern
�Y�H&H in this
1919 Popular 

Mechanics Magazine
illustration.

A preserved section of an incline on the Granite Railroad



The SETOFF  Sep / Oct 2011 Page 18

Clearing the Main Track - The Motorcar Setoff

Sadly, the demise of the motorcar on America’s rail-
roads also brought an end to two other railroad icons:
the motorcar shed and the motorcar setoff.  Although
not many are left, the sheds seem to have fared a little
better and a few can still be found in use for storage.
And those that have survived are as eagerly sought by
the hobby photographer as are the few remaining rail-
road depots.  The setoff, on the other hand, had no use-
ful purpose after the motorcar left and were either
removed or simply allowed to return to the elements.
But in their day, there seemed to be one somewhere in
sight just about any place you happened to be out on the
main line. 
When it came to meeting trains the motorcar had few
if any rights at all.  The foreman or inspector was ex-
pected to know what opposing movements he faced and
be off the track well before the trains arrival. That is not
to say surprises did not occur.  Often an individual or
gang would be working against a schedule known as a
“motorcar sight” which was given to them early that

morning at their originating station.  During the course
of the day that ‘sight’ could change.  Without frequent
updates a motorcar operator could be caught and had to
clear the track quickly.  For a small one or two man car,
that usually did not present a problem.  For a larger
gang car, it did.  It could be done but with great diffi-
culty and getting the machine back on the track again
was equally difficult and required the combined effort
of the whole gang to accomplish.  

A single worker, such as a track inspector, could re-
move a small motorcar just about anywhere especially
with later motorcar designs which were equipped with
skids.  This often encouraged the dangerous practice
of “running by smoke,”  That is, waiting until the train
was actually in sight before removing the car.  It was
generally understood on most railroads that if a man
had his motorcar struck, he was fired.  Sadly, nearly
every Railroad Magazine of the day would tell of  one
or more men killed while trying to get their motorcar
off the track in front of a speeding train. 
Railroads provided motorcar operators many places
at which they could remove their machine from the
track.  Of course nearly every road crossing could be
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If the ground was dry and firm a gang car could be set off on
bare earth.  But, only if plenty of muscle was available.

Small wheels mounted 90 degrees to the road wheels
aided removing heavy machines such as compressors 

used but if the motorcar was blocking a lane of traffic
and was struck by an automobile, it was the railroad
that would be picking up the bill.  The best solution was
a dedicated short platform at a 90 degree angle to the
track.  Usually one was provided at each milepost or, as
some railroads elected, at every even or odd numbered
milepost.  The idea was to keep the machine and all its
tools reasonably close to the work site.  
A pre-fabricated center section was provided between
the rails of the main line to help in turning the car and
planks or rails laid for the setoff.  On some railroads
where Centralized Traffic Control was in effect, a setoff
could be connected to signal system so the dispatcher
would have an indicator light showing that the setoff
was occupied and the motorcar was therefore clear of
the main track. 
Additional motorcar setoffs were usually provided
next to bridges, tunnel entrances and other high main-
tenance locations.  Setoffs were also constructed near
siding switches where trackside telephones were avail-
able for communication with the train dispatcher.  
When a gang planned long periods of maintenance at
a particular location, temporary setoffs were easily con-
structed using cross ties.  These were particularly use-
ful when a compressor or generator was       required as
part of the work.  Some of the heavier carts were
equipped with small solid iron rollers to aid in   the
process. 
But the need for a permanent setoff anywhere has sim-
ply gone away.  Few remain on any railroad and those
that do are in poor repair and deteriorating rapidly.  Any
restoration of the track and roadbed usually found them
plowed aside and their bits and pieces relegated to the
scrap pile.
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Ditchlights - Do We Need Them or Ditch Them?
by Craig W. Hartman

Over the past couple of months there have been several dis-
cussions as to the merits or viability of having ditchlights on
our motorcars. Several of these discussions have been at
meets with night running, and the latest on one of the inter-
net forums discussing the reasoning behind the use of ditch-
lights, both pro and con. Let’s take a look at what ditchlights
in railway service are meant for, and then decide if this is
what we are trying to imitate or use on our cars.
Originally, locomotives had a very weak headlight from

burning kerosene in front of a large reflector to “light” the
passage of the train, which gave way to burning acetylene gas
in front of a similar reflector to intensify the light on some
units. The light wasn’t very strong, and did the best it could
to allow the engineer to look down the tracks at what he was
going to hit. With the evolution of electricity on trains, it was-
n’t long before the incandescent light bulb was outfitted to
the locomotive. Increasing train speeds meant the need for in-
creased illumination to see even further down the tracks to
give increased reaction time and warning to “dump the air” if
something amiss was observed in the beam of the headlight. 
Collisions at grade crossings were common, so many meth-

ods were put in place to help alleviate the problem of train
vs. vehicle or pedestrian, with the alternating ditchlight (in
reality called a crossing light, but still referred to hereafter as
ditchlight) being part of the “see and be seen” of safety. The
high mounted headlight on a train does a great job illuminat-
ing down the track with its gazzillion candlepower, but close
in to the train and at track level it does very little for the en-
gineer’s visibility, hence the ditchlight.
The ditchlight itself is mounted low on the locomotive, and

shines at a level sweeping down along the track, giving illu-
mination sorely needed for in close work. Also it gives a tri-
angle of light that allows an observer easier judgement of
distance to an approaching locomotive than just a single point
of light . The alternating flash of the ditchlight was put on to
again increase visibility of the oncoming train. The alternat-
ing ditchlights come on at the activation of the air horns, and
stays on for approximately ten seconds after, with each blast
resetting the timing circuit. `
Well, enough of the history. Maybe now you have thought

about installing ditchlights, and would like to know how to
proceed.  Hopefully this will answer some questions, and pos-
sibly generate some more questions.  I use ditchlights on my
motorcars, and find them to be a helpful addition for night
running, a backup for illumination should my main headlight
fail, and an increased safety factor at grade crossings. I have
set mine up as the locomotive style, with steady burn selec-
table, and alternating going into activation on sounding of the
horns, air or electric, as well as pushbutton activation. The
lights activate at a selectable board controlled rate, and then

return to their previous steady state, either on or off. The
lights are mounted low on the car, and afford an excellent
view of the rail while on night ops, and give an excellent view
of the front of the motorcar when in alternating mode. If you
want to see the mounting on one of the cars, look at the front
cover of the SETOFF of the Sep/Oct 2010 issue for a photo
of our TMC2.
If you have decided to do some form of ditchlight, you must

now decide steady burn only, flashing or alternating, or a
combination of both as I use, the question being parts avail-
ability, money available and your level of expertise (or a
friend’s level of expertise!).
The simplest circuit if you select just one state of operation

(steady or flashing), involves just a switch and the housings
and bulbs with interconnecting wiring, and if alternating, an
alternating flashing device wired in as well.
If you want to select between alternating or steady burn with

no automatic functions, you will need a double pole, double
throw center off heavy duty switch, as well as an alternating
flasher, the aforementioned bulbs and housings and the at-
tendant wiring.
Automatic functions require the use of a control module,

two relays, a single pole on-off switch, device interface for
activation (air brake switch, horn button(s), diode(s), and the
housings and light bulbs.
When selecting your light bulbs, more wattage is better, up

to a point. Remember that the more wattage, the more am-
perage draw needed. If you do not have an alternator sized to
handle the load, choose smaller wattage bulbs, or consider
LED units as they draw minimal current. Most LED lights
aren’t really sufficient for illumination, but they are margin-
ally effective for visibility when used in the alternating mode.
To figure your amperage draw use the formula I=P/E (Am-
perage = Watts divided by Volts). A fifty five watt halogen
bulb pulls roughly five amps times two bulbs drawing almost
nine amps, while a 130 watter (my favorite) draws a whop-
ping 10.8 each, for a total of almost twenty two amps! Make
sure you use adequate wire size to prevent voltage drop, fuse
the circuit adequately to prevent fire, use heavy duty switches,
and crimp or solder all connections. Make sure that the alter-
nating flasher is sized adequately to handle the amper-
age/wattage of the lights it is to control as well.
Now that you have figured that you would like to go about

putting ditchlights on your car, let’s see how to do it.
If you have selected the simple circuit for selecting between

alternating/steady burn, start by selecting and mounting your
lights low on the front of the speeder, and run your wiring
from each of these separately to the location for the switch
you will be using. Mount your switch and your alternating
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flasher. Flasher units used successfully
have been Federal Signals FS1-1, NAPA
flasher EL-13A-2, as well as several other
units available fron police/fire safety sup-
pliers. All of these units flash too fast for
my preference, but do work. An adjustable
flash unit is available from
Lightstogo.com (unit D3) which works
great, but it does require additional relays
and wiring which I cover in the next cir-
cuit. Now run a power line from the fuse
block, and hook it to both the input power
on the flasher unit, and to two of the ter-
minals of the switch as shown on the
schematic (if you are using a DPDT center
off switch it will be two of the end termi-
nals together). Connect the output wires
from the flasher, one each to the other end
terminals on the switch, with the last two
center terminals on the switch being con-
nected to the wires  coming from the ditch
lights themselves. Tighten all connections,
dress and fasten the wiring neatly, put the
fuse in, turn on the switch to select the
function,  and voila - ditch lights!
Now for those of you who want the best

of ditchlights and control, it gets a bit
more complicated. The aforementioned
wiring and basic steps still apply, so do
those first. The flasher control unit I use is
a proprietary unit made for me by Light-
sToGo,and has several selectable func-
tions (flash count, rate of flash, trigger
input), but uses an inverted output to what
we normally use, and requires additional
but easy additional relays and wiring. The
unit has a trigger input to activate the al-
ternating circuit, and a +12 volts applied
here activates the module. Likewise a LSW input activates
the lights for steady burn through another switch. Selecting
input for activation can be made through many ways: air horn
activation, electric horn activation, pushbutton activation, or
a combination of the above. For air horn activation an air
brake brake light switch is used, being screwed into a  plumb-
ing “T” in the line supplying the air to the horns so the air
pressure activates the switch when the horn is sounded. For
electric horns, simply picking up the output from the horn
switch or relay to the horn is sufficient, likewise a pushbutton
for manual activation.  NOTE: when using multiple paralled
inputs, diodes must be inserted in circuit to prevent simulta-
neous sounding of other electric devices on same circuit. Fol-
low the schematic to hook up relays, switches and lighting
circuits and you are ready to go. Tie all wiring back, dress
neatly (the wiring, not you!) and give it a test. The flash rate

in FPM is set by the upper left hand potentiometer, and works
in conjunction with the DIP switch on the lower left to set
how many cycles the lamps will flash before returning to a
steady state. Setting the Light switch to “on” turns both lights
on simultaneously, while leaving it off the lamps are dark.
Activating one of the activation switches activates the wig-
wag feature, and after going thru the cycle, returns to the
steady state that was in use. Activating the switch again be-
fore timeout resets the timer, and again goes though to end of
cycle.
I hope this has been a help, and if you have any questions,

feel free to e-mail me at hartindinc@aol.com, or call 973-
838-3628 in the evening. See you on the rails, especially if
you light up your ditchlights!!



WA and return (60 miles). Iincludes a tour of POVA's shop com-
plex in Usk and tour train operation in Ione. Spark arrestors re-
quired.  $135 per car. Make checks to PRO. Send reservations to
Bill Taylor at wtaylor@bresnan.net, 917 Parkview Way, Mis-
soula, MT59803. For further information contact co-EC Bob
Shanklin at bobvi@conceptcable.com.

September 10 - 11, 2011 - &Y/PA  - Western &ew York and PA
Railroad - SOLD OUT – Waiting List Only. Day 1 - Olean,
NY to Driftwood, PA and return.  Cars remain on track overnight.
Day 2 - Olean to Lakewood, NY and return.  35 car limit.  $160
For more information please contact Warren Riccitelli, 39 Jack-
sonia Drive, North Providence, RI 02911 at (401) 232-0992 war-
ren.riccitelli@cox.net or Al Elliott (732) 536-7460
trackcar2365@optionline.net No cash or checks accepted. All
reservations must be made by visiting our website - www.nerail-
car.com. HY-Rails buy permission only.

September 14 - 15, 2011 -MT Central Montana Rail
Day 1  Set on Denton, MT from 3-6 pm   Day 2  Denton to Arrow
Creek and return. They will then run Denton to Ware (Judith
River). That evening participants will do a night run from Den-
ton to Danvers and return - about 85 miles Day 3 Drive to Geral-
dine and set on , run Geraldine to Pownal - 36 round trip miles.
$100.00.  Dry camping available at Denton. . Spark arrestors re-
quired.  Pets are not recommended.   Make checks payable to
PRO,  mail to EC Bill Taylor, 917 Parkview Way, Missoula, MT
59803. Information packets will be sent. No reservations accepted
without payment. Fees non-refundable after September 1. For
more information call (406) 721-2351 or email wtaylor@bres-
nan.net. 

September 17, 2011 - CA  Sierra Railroad
Oakdale, CA to Jamestown, CA. We are also privileged to again
use the Railtown Turntable and display our cars around the
Roundhouse. With the pending closure of Railtown by the end of
the year per the park superintendent, this may be one of your last
chances for awhile to use the turntable and park.  $165.  Need 30
cars to make this run possible.  Send check payable to PRO to
Steve Paluso, 2878 Rosario Court, San Jose, CA 95132.  include
a self-addressed, stamped large envelope with two 44 cent
stamps. Any inquires email sbpaluso@aol.com. Deadline to sign
up is Sept. 7. 

September 17, 2011 - M& - St Croix Railroad
North Branch to Hinckley, MN and return for a lunch break be-
fore making a second run.  Set on time and location will be sent
out when details are finalized. Total appx. 148 miles. $40. Con-
tact EC Carl Schneider motorcarl@mchsi.com to register. Don
Schoeb is the ECin Training and will be the event host. 
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September 4, 2011 - OH  Wheeling and Lake Erie Ry Full --
Waiting List started Hartville, Ohio to Falls Jct. (Glenwillow)
back to the north edge of Canton and return to Hartville. Round trip
82 miles. No pets, A cars or large gang cars. Long pants, work type
over the ankle boots, eye protection and ANSI class 2 safety vests
or shirts required.   30 car limit. No children under 14. $100.00.
Send check payable to OVR to Jeff Levengood 2189 Oak Tree Dr.
Dover, Ohio 44622 330 343-3407 jlevengood@roadrunner.com

September 7 - 23, 2011 - AK -  Alaska by Motorcar - Full -
Waiting List  Virtually all of the Alaskan Railway system, North
from Anchorage with layovers in Denali National Park and Fair-
banks, then south with layovers in Talkeetna and Seward. This tour
includes a morning run through the tunnel to Whittier – total
mileage 964. Cost estimates Lodging - $3,500, RR - $2,850/car.
Additional tour expenses about $150. We are working on trans-
portation options; none are inexpensive. For detailed itinerary con-
tact Margaret Hope mhope@lionsgate.ca  We need 20 cars to
proceed. Approximately 50 participants are already on this list.
October 1date for registration ($1000 of which $350 will be non-
refundable.) EC, Pacific Northwest Tour 2011 - Alaska (604) 320-
7613 mhope@lionsgate.ca

September 9-12, 2011 – &M/CO - Cumbres & Toltec Scenic
Railroad (3 ft &G)  Day 1 - Set on Chama, NM Sat. 8/13 5:00pm.
Day 2 - Chama to Big Horn and return, 90 miles rt.  Day 3 - Chama
to Antonito, CO, 64 miles.  Stay overnight.  Day 4 - Antonito to
Chama, NM, 64 miles.  $350.00 per car plus $30.00 per person for
breaks/meals. 20 car limit.  Deadline for registration/payment: July
15, 2011. No refunds after August 1. EC: Jim McKeel, 9742
Yosemite Ct., Wichita, KS, 67215-1531, phone: (316) 721-4378,
e-mail: cts.excursions@cox.net.Make checks to "Jim McKeel". in-
clude name, address, phone, rules and insurance number, e-mail
address.  Spark arresters, wheel chock chains required. No smok-
ing, pets or children under 16.  Deadline for registration/payment:
Friday, August 19.. No refunds after August 19.

September 10, 2011 – GA Blue Ridge Scenic RR
Blue Ridge, GA to McCaysville, GA – Approx 26 miles round trip.
(Mineral Bluff if possible.) Supper stop in McCaysville. Set-on
Blue Ridge on house track at the depot at 4 PM, Do not set on until
permission is given by the EC. Price: $5.00 per car active Blue
Ridge Scenic Railroad Volunteers. All others $10.00 per car. no
car limit but please call or email if you plan on coming. Coordi-
nators: Carl Hymen (706-455-0492), Scottie Wershing and Ron
Long. Email: carlsmotorcars@yahoo.com

September 10 - 11, 2011 - WA - Pend Oreille Valley RR & &ew-
port Depot Days  Set on Friday afternoon.  Day 1 - Newport, WA
to Dover, ID (26 miles) and return giving rides from Newport to
Priest River (10 miles).  Day 2 - Newport, WA to Metaline Falls,
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September 17, 2011 - CA - Mendocino Branch of Sierra RR
Willits to Fort Bragg., CA and return.  78 miles. 30 car limit. Seat
belts and mobile radios with NARCOA channel 1 -3 recom-
mended, but not required.  $150. Price includes Includes 2
lunches per motorcar, and does not include Fuel or lodging. EC:
Tom Phair, Assisted by Ed Best. Contact: Ed Best, 146 Via Copla,
Alamo, California 94507 Phone: 925.837.7690 ed-best@com-
cast.net or  SWRC web site: http://www.southwest-railcar.org

September 17 - 18, 2011 - GA - Ride The Rails Festival
Mineral Bluff, GA to Hogback Rd crossing and Return – Total 5
mile round trip. Multi trips. Limit 2 cars, Ride Full. "Ride The
Rails Festival" Fund Raiser for Model Railroad Club and Depot
Restoration. Price determined by Model Railroad Club. For in-
formation call Gordon (706-455-8903) or email address
tsmri@yahoo.com

September 17 - 18, 2011 - &V - &evada &orthern Railway
Each day run Ely station west 7 miles to Keystone, turn at Wye
and return passing through the Ely yard to McGill 11 miles east
and return - a total of 35 miles. This will be repeated at least two
times each day with a possible night run to Keystone.   $50
payable to Nevada Northern Railway. For more information and
registration, contact Bernie Allen @ 775-883-7264 or Fred Lien-
hard @ 775-323-0928. 

September 21 - 22, 2011 – CO Leadville, Colorado & South-
ern
Run mileage per day for this run will be in excess of 20 miles on
the highest adhesion railroad in North America. ( weather and RR
permitting) Starts in Leadville There are other activities planned.
Check the RMD website for details or changes.  $65. Hy Railers
and large gang cars considered on a case by case basis.  USFS
spark arresters are required. Full registration details are available
on the RMD website . EC for the run will be Jerry "Greg" Geiger.
719 549 3493. E mail: jerryggeiger1@msn.com Alternate con-
tact: Rob Small at 970 945 7537. Please refer to the RMD web-
site for additional information.

September 23 - 24, 2011 – CO D&RGW Creede Branch
South Fork, Co. (D&RGW Creede Branch.) Friday and Saturday,
E.C. Jon Keeling.  $100.00 for 1 day, $50.00 for the 2nd day. This
is a great low key run at high altitude. Mentoring welcomed.
Schedule on RMD website.  Sweeps and spark arrestors required.
No high rails. Mail check to RMD along with a copy of operators
license  insurance card and contact info to Jon Keeling P.O.Box
721, LaVeta Co. 81055, 719-989-0779, jkeel-
ingmt14@yahoo.com, Checks must be received by August 31,
2011. 

September 23 - 24, 2011 – CO San Luis & Rio Grande RR
Alamosa, CO.  via La Veta Pass to La Veta, CO and return. .
$125.00/day for RMD members and $140.00/day for non RMD
members. 20 car maximum. Prerequisite: Have successfully par-
ticipated in either the Leadville, Colorado & Southern run on Sep-
tember 21 and/or 22, 2011 or the Denver & Rio Grande RR
Historic Foundation run on September 23, 2011 with your car or
receive specific approval from Lynn French. Run one or both
days. Set on 5-7PM on the day before each run.  7AM departure.

Return  4PM  No Smoking on the run. Spark arrestors required.
Mail check in the amount of $140..00 ($125.00 RMD mem-
bers)/day payable to RMD with copy of operators license,  in-
surance card and contact info to Lynn French, 38692 Indian Head
Lane, Crawford, CO 81415. flf450@aol.com 970.921.7700.
Checks must be received by August 31, 2011. EC on Friday: Jerry
"Greg" Geiger. 719-566-0477or 719- 549-3493. EC on Saturday:
Lynn French. 970-921-7700

September 24 - 25, 2011 - ME - Montreal, Maine and Atlantic 
Day 1 Searsport to Millinocket, ME.  112 miles each way.
Overnight accommodations in the Katahdin Inn. Saturday dinner
and Sunday box lunch along with gas allowance is included. The
NERCA Website has been changed and the MMA trip is now
available on Ticketleap directly. Special pricing is available for
extra guests and operators who will to share hotel rooms. See
Ticketleap for detailed information.
http://nerailcar.ticketleap.com/nerca-montrel- maine-and-
atlantic-railroad/ still has openings on some other excursions. NO
HY-RAILS, Gas stop Sunday AM with gas coupon, Diesels will
get cash refund and you are on your own. Maximum of 4 persons
per car. NERCA, Warren Riccitelli, 39 Jacksonia Drive, North
Providence, RI 02911 (401) 232-0992 warren.riccitelli@cox.net

September 24 - 25, 2011 - WV - West Virginia Central RR
Day 1 - Elkins to Cheat Bridge and return. Cars remain on track
overnight.  
Day 2 - Elkins to Tygart Jct. and return.  Total 140 miles.  40 car
limit   $140.00. To register send check made out to A.R.E. to Ap-
palachian Rail Excursions /WVC2 415 Levine Lane Ruffs Dale,
PA 15679 or contact John Gonder at up3706@msn.com 724-696-
4544 include Name, address, cell phone, email, car type, and ins.
n0’s. No Hy-rails. No trailer cars. Two way radios No mentoring. 

September 23 - 24, 2011 – CO - D&RGW Creede Branch
Both days, South Fork to Wasson Wye and return.   60 to 80total
miles . 25 car limit. Run either or both days. Checks made to
"Rocky Mountain Division".  Spark arrestors required. No Hi-
Rails. No Smoking. EC Jon Keeling  $160 ($110 for paid RMD
members) for the first day you run and $50 for a second day. Your
check is your reservation; Fee must be received two weeks prior
to the event. Jon Keeling, Phone: 719-989-0779, P.O. Box 721, La
Veta, CO 81055 Email: jkeelingmt14@yahoo.com

September 24, 2011 - Blacklands Railroad
130 RT miles between Greenville, TX and Winfield, TX. Sturdy
shoes and long pants required.  All cars must be pre-registered
prior to arrival. Experienced operators only. Mentoring by per-
mission only. Hyrails welcome.  $80.00. Trip information avail-
able at www.railroadpartners.com and for registration contact
Myron Malone (EC in T) 5306 Kayway Dr  Greenville, TX
75402, 903-454-8307, malonemg@geusnet.com  , or Leland
Stewart 10057 Palomino Canyon Converse, TX 78109 210-945-
9268 or poppermaker@gmail.com

September 24 - 25, 2011 - ME - Montreal, Maine and Atlantic 
Searsport to Millinocket, ME. This overnight excursion  is ex-
pected to be 112 miles each way. Overnight accommodations will
be in the Katahdin Inn. Saturday dinner and Sunday box lunch
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along with gas allowance is included. The NERCA Website has
been changed and the MMA trip is now available on Ticketleap
directly. Special pricing is available for extra guests and operators
share hotel rooms   http://nerailcar.ticketleap.com/nerca-montrel-
maine-and-atlantic-railroad/ still has openings on some other ex-
cursions. NO HY-RAILS, Gas stop Sunday AM with gas coupon,
Diesels will get cash refund and you are on your own. Maximum
of 4 persons per car. NERCA, Warren Riccitelli, 39 Jacksonia
Drive, North Providence, RI 02911 (401) 232-0992 warren.ric-
citelli@cox.net

September 24 - 25, 2011 - WV - West Virginia Central RR
Day 1 - Elkins to Cheat Bridge and return.  Cars  remain on the
track over night in Elkins.  Day 2  Elkins to Tygart Junction.
Aprox 140 miles RT.  40 car limit. Experienced operators only
no mentoring. No Hy-rails. No trailer cars. Two way radios re-
quired. Fee $140.00. To register send check made out to A.R.E.
to Appalachian Rail Excursions /WVC2 415 Levine Lane Ruffs
Dale, PA 15679 or contact John Gonder at up3706@msn.com
724-696-4544 include Name, address, cell phone, email, car type,
and NARCOA ins. numbers .

September 25, 2011 - CO San Luis & Rio Grande RR
NON SPEEDER TRIP. Sunday September 25, 2011. 7AM De-
parture. San Luis & Rio Grande RR. Alamosa, CO via special
dome car train powered by streamlined E-8 locomotive #1100 to
Antonito, CO to connect with the bus for Cumbres & Toltec Sce-
nic RR to Chama so you may return by train. Arrangements for
the CATS are your separate responsibility. Tel: 1-888-286-2737.
Cost for dome car is $60.00 which includes a full breakfast and
the return to Alamosa from Antonito. Free snacks and cash bar
will be available on the return to Alamosa. 40 person minimum.
Arrival in Alamosa at approximately 6PM. Mail a check in the
amount of $60.0 per person payable to RMD along with contact
information to Lynn French, 38692 Indian Head Lane, Crawford,
CO 81415. flf450@aol.com 970.921.7700. Checks must be re-
ceived by August 31, 2011.

October 1, 2011 - CA - &iles Canyon Railway
Niles Canyon Railway Rides for the Public. We are looking for
operators to come out and help out with this event. 6 round trips
Niles to the Brightside yard. All participating operators will have
lunch provided for them. Contact Al McCracken at (408) 249-
2953 for more details. This is a free event for operators who pro-
vide rides for the public.

October 1, 2011 - OH  US Rail's Jackson Division
110 + round trip mile Set on to be announced in confirmation let-
ter to be sent this fall. A stop is planned to eat in Wellston. OVR
policy book required.  With your registration you will be sent a
map and required paperwork, complete and return to EC prior to
the run.  NOTE: Run subject to change destination, and there may
be additional rules by the railroad including no pets.  Jaime
Samuell, EC. Phil Linne EC in training. Phil Linne, 115 W. Rus-
sell Ave., West Lafayette, OH 43845 phil4grr@aol.com 740-545-
0663

October 2, 2011 - OH Hocking Valley Scenic Railway 
23 + round trip miles, set on is to be announced in confirmation

letter. OVR policy book required. All operators must be NAR-
COA certified. With registration you will be sent a map and re-
quired paperwork,  complete and return  to the EC prior to the
run. The run fee includes lunch for 2 adults, extra passengers-
extra fee. Limit 30 cars. NOTE: Run subject to change destina-
tion, and there may be additional rules by the railroad including
no pets. Jaime Samuell, EC. Phil Linne EC in training. Please re-
turn the bottom portion of this form to: Phil Linne, 115 W. Rus-
sell Ave., West Lafayette, OH 43845 phil4grr@aol.com
740-545-0663

October 7 - 9, 2011 - SD - Black Hills Central
Day 1 - evening run Hill city to Keystone, ND & return.  Nu-
merous trips on Day 2 & 3.  A box lunch is planned for the group
at Oblivion on Sat. cost to be determined.  A full itinerary will be
included in the registration packet. 24 car limit and pre-registra-
tion is required.   $60, does not include meals or motel. Contact
EC  Dave Voeltz – 801 N Harrison Ave, Pierre, SD 57501 605-
224-2964 H 605-280-5551  Email DVoeltz@pie.midco.net to reg-
ister for the event and to get the information packet. 

October 8, 2011 – TX Capitol Metro Transportation
Llano, TX to Scobee Spur, TX – Approx. 54 miles RT. This will
be a cleanup ride to clear flangeways and brush to prepare the
line for the fall excursion. Bring weed trimmers, loppers, and
grubbing hoes. Mentoring allowed. Fee: $25 membership to Rail-
road Partners, Inc. Do not set on until permission given by EC.
Set on at 8:30 am at Llano wye.  Pre-register as sSet on location
may vary.  Excursion Coordinator: Leland Stewart 10057
Palomino Canyon converse, TX 78109 210-945-9268 home 210-
863-5397 cell email: poppermaker@gmail.com . RPI website:
www.railroadpartners.com

October 8, 2011 - PA - Wellsboro and Corning Railroad
Wellsboro, PA to Gang Mills, NY and return. 70 miles RT.
$55.00. All CPE rides are rain or shine. Hard soled shoes re-
quired. Children must be closely supervised at all times. Send
check to: Central PA Excursions, PO Box 145, White Deer, PA
17887. Questions: (570) 538-9050 or email fire-
fighter5@jlink.net.

October 9 - 10, 2011 - PA/&Y - Lehigh Railway / Owego &
Hartford Railway
Day 1 - Lehigh Railway, Day 2 - Owego & Hartford Railway,
total 190 miles.  Set on at Athens.   $165.  Price includes Sunday
excursion on the Lehigh Railway and Monday in the Owego &
Harford Railway. HY-Rails by permission only.  For info contact
EC: Warren Riccitelli (401) 232-0992 or war-
ren.riccitelli@cox.net.  No cash or checks accepted. Immediate
reservations may be made by visiting our website - www.nerail-
car.com 

October 10, 2011 - OR Mount Hood Railroad
Set on in the Hood River yard and run 42 miles to Parkdale and
back. The cost is $87. I need at least 25 cars to sign up. Please
send your check payable to PRO to Richard Wilkins, 6135 Hwy
35 Mt Hood Parkdale, OR 97041 Please include your email ad-
dress. Any questions call 541-806-6400 or rwil519457@aol.com
Deadline for the run is Sept 30th, 2011.
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674-3803)  Contact Carl Schneider at 515-967-5181 or e-mail
motorcarl@mchsi.com for more information.  October 22-33,
2011 - TN posted 05/27

October 22-23, 2011 - T& - Tennessee Southern Railroad Full
- Waiting List Started Day 1  Columbia, Tennessee to Florence,
Alabama and spend the night in historic downtown Florence. Ap-
prox. 150 RT  (Hampton Inn in Florence and transportation to
and from rail yard for two )  Day 2 - return to Columbia.  Expe-
rienced operators only, no mentoring on this run.  A-cars and
hyrails by permission only. Safety vests/shirts, long pants and
over-the-ankle work boots are mandatory. A mobile VHF radio
capable of receiving AAR Ch 43 is strongly encouraged.  18 car
limit. Make your check for $275 payable to: Fallen Flag Excur-
sions LLC c/o Jim Hughes, 407 Fellers Lane, Smyrna, TN 37167.
Phone 615-459-9750. Email jhughes@pipeline.com for registra-
tion form, or download at ffxx.home.pipeline.com. No refunds
after October 1, 2011. Excursion Coordinators: Bernie Leadon
and Paul Goldzung.

October 23, 2011 - MO - Ft. Leonard Wood Army Base
Ft. Leonard Wood to Bundy Jct, MO and return, two trips, 20
miles each. Set on at 8:30am with a 10:00am departure. As you
enter the Fort from I-44, be in the left lane and pull into the in-
spection area, go in the visitor center before proceeding through
the vehicle check point. Bring a lunch or snacks. You need a pic-
ture ID, vehicle registration, proof of insurance, and be prepared
for a vehicle inspection.  Dave Pratt (515-674-3803) is the Ex-
cursion Coordinator for this ride. Contact Carl Schneider at 515-
967-5181 or e-mail motorcarl@mchsi.com for more information. 

October 29, 2011 - CA Eagle Mountain Railroad
Railroad is located near Desert Center, CA eighty miles east of
Palm Springs.  Two round trips (morning and afternoon) plus one
night run. Set-on at the Kaiser Mine and operate 21 miles one
way, total of 126 miles for the day all on welded rail. Set-on 7am,
12 noon or 6:30pm. Cost $140. To register send  e-mail address,
cell phone, name  address, car model, NARCOA certification and
insurance numbers. Make checks to Southwest Railcar and mail
to Wayne Parsons, 3161 Country Lane, Simi Valley, CA 93063.
Event packet with all information and forms will be sent to your
e-mail. Questions?  wparsons@ix.netcom.com

&ovember 5, 2011 - IA - Boone & Scenic Valley Railroad 
Boone, IA - day and night rides.  22 miles rt.  Set on at the depot
7:00am.  $20. Membership in the Iowa Railroad Historical Soci-
ety ($25) required. Make checks for the ride payable to FID and
membership payable to IRHS. EC Dave Pratt (515-674-3803)For
info cContact Carl Schneider at 515-967-5181 or e-mail motor-
carl@mchsi.com for 
more information. 

&ovember 12 and 13, 2011 - Blacklands Railroad 
Day 1 - Two 28 mile round trips from Henderson Branch to Over-
ton, TX and return in conjuction with Henderson Syrup Festival.
Day 2 - Winfield to Commerce, TX and return, 120 miles RT.
Winfield, TX is approximately 90 miles from Henderson, TX.
Sturdy shoes and long pants required.  All cars must be pre-reg-
istered prior to arrival. Experienced operators only. Mentoring by

October 14 - 15, 2011 - IL - 2011 &ARCOA Annual Meeting
Sheraton Gateway Suites, 6501 North Mannheim Road, Rose-
mont, IL 60018 This meeting is open to all paid NARCOA mem-
bers. 

Saturday October 15, 2011 – OK- Arkansas-Oklahoma RR
McAlester, OK to Red Oak, Ok and return. 92 miles Rt.  Set on
at 8:00AM in McAlester on 5th Street Crossing between E.
Choctaw Ave. and E. Chickasaw Ave. Departure at 9:00AM.
$40.00.  Excursion Coordinator is Drake Rice, e-mail
drake.rice@cox.net.  Requirements:  Must be a member of  NAR-
COA and ORM.  For complete ride information will be available
after September 6th.  Contract EC Drake Rice at the above e-mail.  

October 15, 2011 – GA  Blue Ridge Scenic RR
Blue Ridge, GA to Talking Rock, GA – 70 miles  Set-on at Dav-
enport Wood Yard at 8 AM,  Do not set on until permission is
given by the EC. $5.00 per car active Blue Ridge Scenic Rail-
road Volunteers. All others $10.00 per car. No car limit but call or
email if you plan on coming. Early set on Friday evening. Call
Carl to arrange a time and get directions to set on point. Coordi-
nators: Carl Hymen (706-455-0492), Scottie Wershing and Ron
Long. Email: carlsmotorcars@yahoo.com  Call if you get lost.

October 15, 2011 - PA - The Stourbridge Railroad
Honesdale to  Lackawaxen, PA and return.  50 rt miles.  $65.00
per car. We need 22 cars signed up 30 days in advance of the trip
it will be cancelled and any collected fees will be returned. 40 car
limit. ECs  Chris Vitz and Craig Hartman. For details contact the
VRA at 80 Royal Avenue, Hawthorne, NJ 07506 Tel: (973) 238-
0555 or email to: volunteerra@yahoo.com. You can also sign up
and pay for the trip with a major credit card via our website at
http://www.vratrips.org.

October 16, 2011 - &Y - Middletown & &ew Jersey Railroad
– Montgomery and Walden Branches  Campbell Hall and
Montgomery, NY and return and then Campbell Hall to Walden,
NY.  40 rt miles.  $45.00 per car. 40 car limit. ECs KC Smith and
Chris Vitz with Craig Hartman assisting. For trip details contact
the VRA at 80 Royal Avenue, Hawthorne, NJ 07506 Tel: (973)
238-0555 or email to: volunteerra@yahoo.com. You can also sign
up and pay for the trip with a major credit card via our website at
http://www.vratrips.org

October 22, 2011 – TX Capitol Metro Transportation
Fall Run Llano, TX to Scobee Spur, TX –  54 miles RT.. Possible
second run if time permits.  No car limit.  Fee: $40 and  mem-
bership to Railroad Partners, Inc.  Do not set on until permission
given by EC. Set on  8:30 am Llano wye. . Please pre-register so
we may plan accordingly.  EC Leland Stewart 10057 Palomino
Canyon converse, TX 78109 210-945-9268 home 210-863-5397
cell email: poppermaker@gmail.com. RPI website: www.rail-
roadpartners.com

October 22, 2011 - MO - Colt Railway
Columbia to Centralia, Mo.  Multiple trips.  44 miles rt, total
about 88 miles.  Set on at Boone County Mill Works which is lo-
cated in downtown Columbia. $45 per car.  EC Dave Pratt (515-
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permission only. Hyrails welcome.  $80. Register to EC in train-
ing Myron Malone (214) 882-8756, or EC Leland Stewart (210)
863-5397  10057 Palomino Canyon converse, TX 78109 210-
945-9268 home 210-863-5397 cell email: popper-
maker@gmail.com. RPI website: www.railroadpartners.com 

&ovember 12 - 13, 2011 - OH  Winamac Southern Railway
Full - Waiting List Started  US Rail's Kokomo Indiana Divi-
sion on both days.  Approx 120 miles round trip. Set on is to be
announced in confirmation letter to be sent this fall. OVR policy
book required. All operators must be NARCOA certified. For
more information please see www.ohiovalleyrailcars.com

&ovember 12 - 13, 2011 - &H- 7th Annual Snowflake
Concord to , NH. Event fee includes excursion, overnight ac-
commodations and a continental breakfast. 146 miles. Event fee
is $305 and includes hotel in Lincoln, NH on Saturday night. HY-
Rails by permission only. Reflective vests are required.  EC: War-
ren Riccitelli / Al Elliott. For more information please contact
Warren Riccitelli, (401) 232-0992 or warren.riccitelli@cox.net
Immediate reservations may be made by visiting our website -
www.nerailcar.com

&ovember 19-20, 2011 - Farmrail Railroad
Day 1 - Clinton, OK to Sayre, OK, 103 miles RT.  Day 2 - Sen-
tinel, OK to Altus 65 miles RT. Set Saturday at 8:00 A.M .in Clin-
ton, Set on Sunday is 9:00 A.M. in Sentinel. Total cost for the
Farmrail trip is $70.00.  Detailed trip information will be available
after September 6, 2011.  EC is Drake Rice (405)478-3225 or
drake.rice@cox.net

&ovember 26, 2011 - CA Annual Southwest Railcar Turkey
Run
80 mile round trip, Willits to Fort Bragg and return.  Set-on ten-
tatively scheduled  between 7:00 and 8:30 a.m. at Willits depot.
It is strongly suggested that you have a mobile radio with all
NARCOA frequencies,  we will be operating on NARCOA chan-
nel #2  Muffler and a spark arrestor required. Mentoring permit-
ted only with prior arrangement with Ed Best. No Hy-rails.
$150.00 includes two lunches per car, additional lunches $12.00
each. Checks to Southwest Railcar, Ltd. Applications should in-
clude Name & mailing address, phone numbers (home & cell),
email address, include certification and insurance card number,
and Model of the motorcar. EC Tom Phair. Check and applica-
tion information should be mailed to Ed Best, 146 Via Copla,
Alamo, CA 94507 who is handling all applications and commu-
nications for this run. Ed can also be reached at 925-837-7690
and ed-best@comcast.net.

December 3, 2011- PA - &orth Shore Railroad
ANNUAL TOYS FOR TOTS RIDE – Ride the 86 miles RT of
the North Shore Railroad from Northumberland to Berwick and
return. Please bring a new, unwrapped toy with you for either a
boy or a girl.  There will also be prizes for the best Christmas
theme decorated motorcars.  $55.00. Note: All CPE rides are rain
or shine. No cancellations due to weather. Hard soled shoes re-
quired. Children must be closely supervised. Send check to: Cen-
tral PA Excursions, PO Box 145, White Deer, PA 17887.(570)
538-9050 or email firefighter5@jlink.net for information.

Excursions Held On A Regular Basis

Heart Of Georgia–West Railroad
August 1, 2011 thru January 31, 2012. HOG West Railroad will
be having NARCOA Motor Car runs and workdays. From Rich-
land, Ga. to Omaha, Ga. on various dates from  Contact Will
Thompson E.C. 229-723-8231 Home or 229-359-5701 Cell Or
E-Mail cwthompson@windstream.net Click HERE for details
and map. 

2011 Season - First and Third weekends of each month - &C
- Red Springs and &orthern Railroad  Railcar Operators of the
Carolinas (ROC) invites you to ride 12.5 miles on the Red
Springs & Northern Railroad in Red Springs. Located near Fayet-
teville, NC and 17 miles west of Lumberton / US 95 and Hwy
21. NARCOA rules are in effect. Trips are mainly on Saturday,
starting in Red Springs and going north to Parkton, NC and re-
turn. Cost is $25/day or ROC membership of $90/year. Contact
person: Carey Boney – EC, 1605 Powers Road, Wallace, NC
28466. Tel. 910-285-7489 or careyboney@embarqmail.com

February 1, 2011 - January 31, 2012 - PA - Stewartstown Rail-
road
The Northern Central Railcar Association is offering to NAR-
COA members, Excursions on the Stewartstown Railroad from
New Freedom, Pa to Stewartstown, Pa. on various dates between
February 1, 2011 thru January 31, 2012 Call Dean L. Grote Ex-
cursion Coordinator at 717-637-7647 or e-mail dizzy-
dean55@embarqmail.com for details.

February 1, 2011 - January 31, 2012 - PA - &orthern Central
Railroad
The Northern Central Railcar Association is offering to NAR-
COA members, excursions on the Northern Central Railroad from
New Freedom, PA to York, PA, on various dates between  Febru-
ary 1, 2011 through January 31, 2012. Call Dean L. Grote Ex-
cursion Coordinator at 717-637-7647 or e-mail
dizzydean55@embarqmail.com for details.

PLEASE &OTE: 
Advertisement of an excursion at the NARCOA Web Site does
not constitute responsibility by NARCOA and/or its officers nor
the NARCOA Web Site manager for event conditions. Excursion
attendees must exercise caution in the observance of safety con-
ditions and rules and must accept full responsibility for them-
selves, their guests, and their equipment when attending any
event.  

Excursion Coordinators Information:
Excursion organizers must advertise their events on the website.
"THE SETOFF" editor will copy these ads. Do not send a sepa-
rate notice to "THE SETOFF". Include details of the trip such as
time, schedule, total mileage, costs, restrictions, and conditions
for attending. Please send all excusion annoucements Webmas-
ter@narcoa.org Please follow the standard format for the sub-
missions. The ads will be copied from the web page on the Setoff
deadline dates.
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If you are a supplier of motorcar parts, and wish to be included here,
please contact setoff@neo.rr.com.  �o endorsement is made of the
products, services, or vendors.  All listings are for member’s con-
sideration only, and are at the discretion of the Editor.

Atlantic Rail Cars / Warren Riccitelli, warren.riccitelli@cox.net 39 Jacksonia Drive, North Providence, RI
02911 phone: (401) 232-0992 Fax: (401) 231-7073.  Brake Shoes, brake liners, and brake parts for most cars.
Carey Boney, Careyboney@embarqmail.com or Carey Boney, 1605 Powers RD. , Wallace, NC 28466 phone
910-285-7489. Engine parts for RQ,QBA,ROB,ODB, ROC and parts for F-4,C-5,F-6 and C-8 carburetors. Frame
and some body parts.
Brown Railroad Equipment / Dan Brown, www.brownrr.com.  4  Amersham Court, Glen Carbon, IL  62034.
(618) 797-5484.  The entire remaining Fairmont factory inventory of motorcar parts was bought by Brown when
Fairmont stopped making speeders in the early 1990’s.  Web site has NOS inventory look up by part number.
Over 200 cars for sale.  
Railroad Motor Car Resource Library / Doug Cummins, rrstuff@hawaiihost.us 1146 W. 27th St. Independ-
ence, MO 64052-3222.  Library of rail motorcar manuals, performance sheets, parts lists, maintenance instruc-
tions.  
H & H Mfg. CO. hhimaparts@aol.com (707) 887-7181   Full service machine shop and Mfg. of aftermarket Fair-
mont parts. Large supply of new and used Fairmont and Onan parts including transmissions, engines, brake and
drive sprockets. Frame and aluminum door and side panels.Assorted rail speeder project cars for sale.
Tom Falicon Raildawg@gte.net 1227 Sawmill Creek Rd, Bryson City, NC 28713 ph: 828-488-8063 after six.
Fairmont  Billet  Shift  Knobs.
Fredericksburg Shops, fredshops@earthlink.net or leskingmotorcars.com or 209 Creamery Rd., Fredericksburg,
Ohio 44627, phone:  330-465-0713 2PM-6PM EST.  Newly manufactured motor car parts and accessories.
Many original producers identified, and their parts are again for sale.  Shop also does car repair.  Formerly Les
King & Company.
Doug Heinmuller, www.dhrc.clco.us  P.O. Box 111, 153 Bobbin Mill Rd, Lunenburg, VT  05906, phone 802-
892-6144.  Former ONAN dealer has many Fairmont and ONAN parts.  Complete engine & transmission re-
building.  For a detailed list of parts available, see website.  
Model T coils for 2-cycle cars Epoxy sealed in heavy duty plastic case. Moisture and vibration proof. USA
made. These are the famous grain dryer coils. $80.00 each. Shipping $10.00 via priority mail Randy 785-632-
3450 or www. fifthaveinternetgarage.com
L&S Speeder Repair and Restoration heatmor@itctel.com 17504 438th Ave., Henry, SD  57243 phone
(605)532-3470.  Custom motorcar trailers - will build to your specifications.
Dave Myers at: dave@redspeeder.com or 928-380-7056  MT-19 Temporary Axle splint.  Fairmont transmission
sprockets, and special sprockets of interest when re-powering a car with non-Onan engines.
Tom Phair tom@phairs.net phone (925) 820-4159 Complete line of the David Clark Company Intercom sys-
tems and railroad type Motorola Radios; new double chain sprocket kits, large inventory of NOS Fairmont parts.
Some motorcars for sale.

Suppliers

&ARCOA does not guarantee, certify or warrant that any mechanical equipment, modification, solu-
tion or device described in articles or advertisements in The SETOFF are safe or suitable for any mem-
ber’s needs or purposes.  Technical articles are provided for member’s consideration only.  Readers are
advised to do their own due diligence to determine the safety and suitability of any such equipment,
modification, solution, or device for their purposes, and are advised to seek outside expert advice. B
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[[>>nnaarrccooaa__ccoommppaannyy__ssttoorree]]
Wheel Inspection Tools

The clear plastic wheel profile is necessary to determine if the wheel is flat, thin in
the flange area, or has wear between the flange and the flat section of the tread.  Use
the wheel profile as your first step in diagnosing “hunting” on the rails.  Use two of
the clear plastic wheel profiles to determine track gauge.   The stainless steel  caliper
is necessary to determine if you have the required 1/8” minimum wheel thickness.
One plastic wheel profile is $11 including s/h.  Two plastic profiles are $17 includ-
ing s/h.  Stainless steel wheel calipers with laser printing (they’ll outlast your grand-
son!) are $30 each including s/h.  One plastic profile and one stainless steel wheel
caliper go for $35 including s/h.  Two plastic profiles and one stainless steel wheel
caliper caliper are the best combination for $40 including s/h.  The new calipers have
a bold mark at the 1/8” minimum.   Shipments outside the USA are becoming more
expensive, so add to the list price: $5 for Canada, and $11 for the rest of the world.
Make your check payable to NARCOA, and mail to Warren Riccitelli, 39 Jacksonia
Drive, North Providence, RI 02911  E-mail questions to: warren.riccitelli@cox.net

Please note: each item is shipped from
the person in charge of that particular
product. Profits from Company Store

sales go to 	ARCOA.

&ARCOA Lanterns
NARCOA has received another order of
Trainman's lanterns produced by Star
Headlight and Lantern. They are model
292 featuring a bright halogen lamp
along with a conventional bulb. A stan-
dard 6 volt lantern battery is required
(not included). The body is orange plas-
tic with the NARCOA name, motorcar
logo, and "Safety First" imprinted. The
lamps are effective for night signaling,
and make great presentation items for
our railroad hosts. Cost is $29.00 each
plus $8.00 shipping for the first lantern
and $2.00 s/h for each additional lantern
per order. Make your check payable to
NARCOA, and mail to Jeff Levengood
2189 Oak Tree Dr., Dover, Ohio 44622
phone 330-343-3407

Reproduction 
Fairmont Data Plates

These plates fit on the engine cover.
They are correct for late 1930's to late
1960's cars. M9 M14 M19 S2 ST2 A3
A5 59C - maybe others. $6.00 per
plate except Membership plate which
is $3.00. Include SSAE with one
stamp for each plate (Three Plates per
envelope maximum) to: Richard C.
Ray,  5 Hemlock Place, Randolph, NJ
07869 All Profits go to NARCOA -
Make checks out to NARCOA.
ray_r@rocketmail.com

&ARCOA Tee Shirts
Show your support for NARCOA by
wearing one of the new NARCOA
Tee Shirts. Available in either  Ash
Gray, or Safety Green.  High quality
Gilden Extreem Cotton shirts. Short
sleeve with the NARCOA on Track
emblem on the left front and the
NARCOA .ORG emblem on the
back in black screen print.  Sizes:
adult, from med-3xl. No kids sizes at
this time.  All proceeds go to NAR-
COA.  $20.00 each, includes postage
to U.S. To order send your request
with sizes and color to:    John Gonder
415 Levine Lane,  Ruffs Dale, PA
15679.  Make check out to NAR-
COA.   US funds only.  Canadian or-
ders please include $5.00 extra
per/shirt for additional  postage and
customs.
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