
TThhee

SSEETTOOFFFF
The Official Publication of NARCOAThe Official Publication of NARCOA
North American Railcar Operators Association North American Railcar Operators Association 

May / June 2013May / June 2013
Volume 27 No. 3Volume 27 No. 3

Bluebonnet Run, Llano Tx.

Cleveland Motorcycle Company

NARCOA Annual Report



Page 2 The SETOFF  Mar / Apr 2013

On The Cover and oppo-
site:  Alan Wilber pilots
his Mini Inspection Car on
the Nittany and Bald
Eagle Railroad, two pho-
tos by Jamie Haislip

The

SETOFF
Volume 27 - No 3

The SETOFF is the official publication of the
North American Railcar Operators Association
(NARCOA) and is published bi-monthly to
promote safe legal operation of railroad motor-
cars, and to encourage fellowship and exchange
of information among motorcar enthusiasts.
Membership in NARCOA is $36 per year and
includes a subscription to The SETOFF. Please
send a check made out to NARCOA to:

Mark Hudson, Membership
P.O. Box 321, Dry Ridge, KY 41035.

membership@narcoa.org

Brian Davis, SETOFF Editor
5626 Chadwell Circle
Ravenna, Ohio 44266
setoff@neo.rr.com

Leon Sapp, Assistant Editor
Jamie Haislip, Contributor

The SETOFF is printed by
Greg Kightlinger, GEK Printing

All subscriptions, address and email
changes must go to the Secretary. 

All materials for publication must go to the
SETOFF Editor.

Materials received by the 15th of even num-
bered months will appear on the 1st of the next
odd numbered month subject to editing and
available space.  Please include your e-mail ad-
dress and phone number.  Electronic submis-
sions are preferred.  Text files must have either
.doc or .txt extensions.  Photo files must be high
resolution with .jpg extensions.  All materials
are archived and not returned.  We cannot
reprint copyrighted material without written au-
thorization or proper attribution.  
Letters to the Editor must be signed and in-

clude an e-mail address or phone number for
authentication.  All such letters will be printed
as discussed in the NARCOA policy book.
For more information about NARCOA, the

safe legal operation of motorcars, or to find
NARCOA affiliates, please see:

www.narcoa.org

© Copyright 2013 - NARCOA.  All rights re-
served.  Reproduction, by any means, in whole
or part, by any party, is strictly prohibited.

NNAARRCCOOAA  OOffffiicciiaallssNNAARRCCOOAA  OOffffiicciiaallss
President:  Bernie Leadon 
Vice-President:  John Gonder 
Secretary:  Mark Hudson 
Treasurer:  Tom Norman 

Area 1 Director 
(ME, NH, VT, NY, MA, CT, RI) 
Warren Riccitelli   (401) 232-0992 
warren.riccitelli@cox.net 

Area 2 Director 
(NJ, PA, DE, MD) 
John Gonder  (724) 244-7538
up3706@msn.com

Area 3 Director 
(IN, Lower MI, OH) 
Jeff Levengood  (330) 343-3407
jlevengood@roadrunner.com 

Area 4 Director 
(WV, VA, KY, NC, SC, TN) 
Bernie Leadon (615) 478-3660
leadon@reallysmall.com 

Area 5 Director 
(MS, AL, GA, FL) 
William Thompson (229) 359-5701 
cwthompson@windstream.net

Area 6 Director 
(MN, WI, IL, Upper MI) 
Bob Knight    (815) 786-3096
railbuff@indianvalley.com 

Area 7 Director 
(ND, SD, NE, IA) 
Carl Schneider   (515) 967-5181 
motorcarl@mchsi.com 

Area 8 Director 
(Canada, World outside U.S.) 
Warren Froese   (204) 668-8311 
wgfroese@gmail.com

Area 9 Director 
(AR, CO, KS, LA, MO, OK, TX) 
Chris Weaver  (303) 589-6665
CPWeaver@gmail.com

Area 10 Director 
(WA, OR, ID, MT, AK, WY) 
Bill Taylor   (406) 721-2351 
wtaylor@bresnan.net 

Area 11 Director 
(CA, NV, UT, AZ, NM, HI) 
Bill Schertle   (714) 743-0804
bschertle@sbcglobal.net

Director-at-Large (non–voting) 
James (Jim) D. Hopkins  (864) 859-0189
bmrmakr@bellsouth.net 

Director-at-Large (non–voting) 
Mark B. Sorensen 
sorenmd@inebraska.com

Nominations, Elections 
Carl Anderson
1330 Rosedale Lane
Hoffman Estates, IL  60195
ca636@aol.com  

NARCOA Insurance Administrator 
Tom Norman   (406) 722-3012 
1047 Terrace View Drive 
Alberton, MT  59820 
alb4961@blackfoot.net 

Rule Book CertificationTest 
Al McCracken 
2916 Taper Avenue 
Santa Clara, CA  95051 
alnethie@alnethie.com 

The SETOFF Editor 
Brian Davis  (330) 554-4480 
setoff@neo.rr.com

NARCOA Webmaster 
Keith Mackey   (352) 347-0770 
webmaster@narcoa.org

NARCOA Forum Moderator
Rich Stivers   (408) 264-1048
rich@stivers-bros.com 

Committee Chairs: 

Judiciary Chair
Jim Spicer   (541) 344-3079 
91375 Coburg Rd
Eugene OR 97408 
jimarea10@aol.com 

Safety Chair
Bob Knight    (815) 786-3096
railbuff@indianvalley.com

Rules Chair
Jim McKeel  (316) 721-4378 
cp2123@cox.net

Operations Chair
Bill Taylor (406) 721-2351
wtaylor@bresnan.net

Affiliates .......Dave Verzi  wm340@aol.com
Custom-Built Motorcars ......... Tom Falicon 
Communications ..……...…. Bernie Leadon
FRA ........................................ open
Legal Forms ......................... Mark Springer

lospinos@ksrails.net
Membership...........................Mark Hudson
Documents...........................Wayne Parsons
HyRail Committee..................Tom Falicon

raildawg@gte.net

S
NARCOA Radio Call Sign: WPHT745

Channel 1 – 151.625 MHz
Channel 2 – 151.505 MHz
Channel 3 – 158.400 MHz



Page 3The SETOFF Mar / Apr 2013

In This IssueIn This Issue
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BBeerrnniiee  LLeeaaddoonn

Spring has sprung, and my MT-14 is sprung too. I am grateful for both
facts. I know we’re all cleaning up and improving our “track vehicle”
mechanical condition. Got to able to tow someone else uphill, you
know. Don’t forget about your highway trailer condition, and making
sure those darn turn signals work on the trailer (I thought switching to
LED lights would be the end of problems- no such luck- there are still
wiring connectors to corrode).
Let’s remember to make SAFETY our highest priority. I know we all
do most of the time, but let’s remember to take extra care in the after-
noons after lunch, or on a very early morning or when setting off late
after a difficult day. TAKE YOUR TIME, and help the next guy, if he
needs help (ask first!).
We have the coolest hobby in the world. I’ve been watching RFD TV
train shows, both steam excursions and “I Love Toy Trains”. Toys are
cool, but as a partner EC said to me, “We do model railroading, 12
inches to the foot”.
Precisely. We get to go places and see things that very few non-profes-
sionals ever get to do or see. Let’s all remember that this rare privilege
is ours only as long as we EACH do our part to operate in a safe and
professional manner. We are not professional in the sense that we get
paid for our activities, but we must be as good or better in terms of oper-
ating in a professional and safe manner, compared to the typical railroad
contractor. 
Let’s be sure we are well prepared and alert at all times, and do our
part to portray NARCOA in the best possible light at all times. 
Enjoy the run season,
Bernie Leadon
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From TheFrom The
EditorEditor
Brian Davis

Hello fellow NARCOA mem-
bers!  It’s been a super couple of
months, and I am glad to have this
issue of SETOFF in your hands.  
As you read through it you will
see some changes, foremost is the
number of pages in this issue. Its
not the type of issue I would like to
give you, but I am limitted by the
amount of material you falks send
into me.  This is the time of the year
when the excursion seasonis just
picking up  for us northerners, so
the next few months should see an
increase in the number of runs we
will be able to share.
Remember, the more material you
send in the better your SETOFF
will be.
Jane and I hope to see you on the
rails! 
Brian Davis 
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Area Six
MN, WI, IL, Upper MI

Bob Knight

First off I want to welcome the
new members and operators to
NARCOA. If any of you have any
questions please feel free to contact
me. By now everyone should have
the new rule book, those that
worked on it did a great job. I have
been told this is the best one yet and
this came from Jim Garner a retired
railroad man. There has been a
change or two in our rules in the
last year or two. We all need to sit
down and read and refresh our-
selves with the contents of the rule
book. It is now April that I am writ-
ing this, time is moving on and the
weather is starting to get hot and we
need to remember to take plenty of
water on these runs and later we
will be looking for a breeze or a hy-
rail with AC. I have seen a few
snakes crawling. they like to lay
next to the rail so be careful when
walking around the track I have
known a few who were bitten by a
rattle snake, it was painful and took
a long time to get over. Lets all
work hard to keep 2013 and the
years to follow safe and enjoyable .
PS Let’s not forget about the dis-
tance of the car we are following
and the car that is following us.
Will

Greeting to all the Area 6 mem-
bers….I trust you have your motor-
cars all ready for the 2013
excursion season. For your benefit,
if you have not let them run for

about 10 minutes in your driveway
or “test area” please do so before
arriving at your first excursion
seton. It sure helps to have them in
top running order and have re-
moved all the winter “bugs” at
home. Reason I bring this up to our
group is we have just returned from
our first Great Lakes Excursion and
several had to go on the “hook” on
the first day! More fun to not have
the hook so soon!
I also would like to report our two
affiliates, Great Lakes Railcars and
North Central Railcars have both
held their annual meetings last
month. The elected officers for
2013 leadership of GLRC are Fred
Lonnes, Pres., Bob Knight, VP,
Stan Conyer, Treasurer and Record-
ing Secretary is Chuck White. The
NCR leadership is Dave Otte, Pres.,
Jerry Kintz, VP, Pat Rock, Treas-
urer and Recording Secretary is Hal
Johnson. Another point of interest
is each affiliate is financially sol-
vent for this year thanks to the
many excursions operated by both
groups last year and a special
thanks to EC, Mike Ford for all his
efforts. Each group made a contri-
bution in your interest to the Mar-
tin County Historical Society
Museum (Fairmont, Minn) for sup-
porting our Fairmont Birthing
Records room and storage.
If you need help getting your mo-
torcar in top operating condition,
please call or e-mail me at rail-
buff@indianvalley.com as I would
be glad to talk you through your
problem or unique situation.
Keep it safe on the rails and see
you soon.
Bob Knight 

As long as I can remember NAR-
COA has been a supporter of Oper-
ation Lifesaver.  In fact, the most
recent rulebook features the OL
logo on the back cover.  This year
marks the 40th anniversary of OL
and during that time railroad grade
crossing incidents have dramati-
cally declined due in large part to
the OL message.  Beginning this
year, the OL message will stay the
same but the delivery method will
change.  The message will be de-
livered in web-accessible media
rather than in a formal presentation.
The role of the certified presenter
will now change to a trained volun-
teer who will be able to answer
questions and clarify the message.
Quite a few NARCOA members
are active in Operation Lifesaver.  It
is a natural outgrowth of our inter-
est in trains and railroads.  One of
the key phrases of OL is “Always
expect a train”.  At safety meetings
I like to tell our motorcar operators
to “Always expect a vehicle”.
While motor vehicles should al-
ways expect a train at grade cross-
ings, motorcar operators should
always expect a vehicle.  With this
thought in the back of your mind,
operate with extreme caution every
time you approach any road that
crosses the tracks.  Be safe out
there!

Bill Schertle
Area 11 Director
Operation Lifesaver Trained Vol-
unteer and Coach

Area Five
(MS, AL, GA, FL)

William Thompson

Area Eleven
(CA, NV, UT, AZ, NM, HI) 

Bill Schertle
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Treasurer Tom Norman has submitted his 2012 year end financial statements to me, and I am reporting to
you that NARCOA is in good condition as of April 15, 2013. 
Members can obtain a copy of the Treasurer’s reports directly from Tom Norman.
Basic facts are that total membership as of September 17, 2012 was 1719, insured operators totaled 1025 as
of that date, and there were 23 insured Affiliates. 154 Certificates of Insurance were issued in 2012, compared
to 167 in 2011. 
Cash on hand at year end 2012 was $58, 617, together with $2,705 in inventory (calipers and other items for
sale), for total current assets of $61, 323. This compares to $45, 682 at year end 2011. That 2011 amount was
deemed too low by the Board, and measures taken to improve finances have yielded the higher balance in
2012. The 2012 budget did not include a cost in 2012 for printed Rulebooks, which we have done in 2013. 
NARCOA has a need for a prudent balance sufficient to meet possible needs, including advancing payment
for the $2500 Self Insured Retention in case of any insurance claims. Those payments would be expected to
be reimbursed by the member, but must be paid immediately by NARCOA. 
The Setoff and Calendar printing and mailing costs were again the highest expenses in the NARCOA
budget, with “office expenses” (mainly costs for the annual meeting in Chicago) being the second highest
cost. 
NARCOA volunteers continue to contribute countless valuable hours to the organization and hobby, includ-
ing Officers, Directors, Committee Chairs and members, Affiliate Officers and Directors, Excursion Coordi-
nators, and all who help with any of the above. We are blessed with talented and dedicated individuals who
step up and contribute time and energy cheerfully, in order that we can all continue to enjoy this great hobby.
My sincere thanks go to each of you, on behalf of all of us,    
Bernie Leadon    President 

NNAARRCCOOAA  AAnnnnuuaall  RReeppoorrtt
AApprriill  1155,,  22001133

RRUULLEEBBOOOOKK  VVEERRSSIIOONN  77::  HHAANNDDHHOOLLDDSS
JJiimm  SSppiicceerr

When we joined the motorcar hobby sixteen years ago, we bought a MT 14 that had recently come from the
Rio Grande. It was not NARCOA compliant so it needed some upgrades before we could operate. I carefully
read the book of rules getting it ready for our first trip. Among General Equipment Standards was a requirement
for Handholds. Reading the recently arrived Book of Rules Version 7, that rule is still there. 2.11 “Handholds.
One or more safe and suitable handholds, conveniently located, shall be provided. Each handhold shall be se-
curely fastened to the motorcar”. A provision was made in our first car and all subsequent cars for a secure hand-
hold for each person.
We recently purchased a closed MT-14B. It had been out of service for years, and it needed some upgrades to
comply with all NARCOA rules. After installing a secure handhold, on our first excursion, I looked in all the mo-
torcars on the trip to see how they had tackled the handhold problem. The simple answer: most cars did not have
a suitable, secure handhold or anything resembling one.
Handholds are not listed on the current NARCOA inspection form. Listed on form or not, they are a Mechan-
ical Standard requirement and should be installed in every motorcar. If you bump your head in an accident, dur-
ing the Judiciary Committee investigation you may be asked if handholds were available. If the answer is no,
you are subject to rulebook violation points. 
If you don’t want to be left at seton watching the lineup leave, make sure you have handholds.
Jim Spicer
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22001133  BBlluueebboonnnneett  RRuunn  RReeppoorrtt
RRaaiillrrooaadd  PPaarrttnneerrss,,  IInncc..      LLeellaanndd  SStteewwaarrtt

Railroad Partners, Inc. held its annual Bluebonnet
Run on March 30 and 31, 2013. On Saturday, 19 cars
assembled at Llano, TX for a run to Scobee Spur and
back, a RT distance of 54 miles. The bluebonnets were
fairly sparse in the Llano area but became increasingly
abundant as we went toward Kingsland.  Set on went
reasonably well for such a large group and we held our
safety meeting at the Llano Depot. 
The run to Kingsland was very pleasant with cloudy
skies and mild temps. To the dismay of the group, the
eagle nest was empty as this year’s hatch had left the
nest just the week before. As the motorcade rolled into
Kingsland, we drew a lot of attention from the local
folks. We crossed the big bridge over Lake LBJ and ar-
rived at our lunch stop at Spyke’s BBQ at the same
time as a large group of motorcycle riders. Even though
we had forewarned Spyke’s of our large group, they
were overwhelmed but we were able to get lunch done
without too much problem.

After lunch we started the cars and headed east to our
turn point at Scobee Spur which is the end of RPI’s
lease. A portable turntable was utilized to quickly turn
the cars and after a short break we motored back to
Llano. On the way, we made a short stop for a group
picture on the lake bridge. Upon arrival in Llano, a
short break was taken while about ¾ of the group set
off. The remaining 6 cars then set out for a leisurely
evening run along the Llano River.
The next morning only 3 cars participated in a bonus
run on the newly opened Giddings track. RPI has just
acquired this 23 mile line and an addition to our current
lease from Capital Metro Transportation. This line has
been out of service for over 15 years and is heavily
overgrown. After only three work sessions the RPI
crew has been able to open over 5 miles for motorcar
operations. On this day we made 3 round trips before
setting off ahead of some rain showers. All in all, it was
a very successful and enjoyable 2 day excursion.

Bluebonnets along the right of way  Leland Stewart
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EC’s have a demanding job hosting a safe and effi-
cient event. A great way to ensure that your event is as
safe and efficiently run as possible is by enlisting the
help of assistants. Excursion assistants are the extended
eyes and ears of the EC. Their motorcars can be strate-
gically placed throughout the consist, as well as placed
close by a potential “problem operator”. It may also be
considered that the assistants’ cars could carry larger
first aid kits or other safety items that may not be easily
accessible from the EC’s vehicle in the event of an emer-
gency. A seasoned assistant could perform a new oper-
ator mentoring process thus freeing up the EC to focus
on keeping the excursion running smoothly. A more
thorough pre-run inspection could take place by enlist-
ing the aid of a multiple of excursion assistants. Set-on
and set-off’s may also be streamlined under the guid-
ance of the assistants. Good radio communication is im-
portant, so each excursion assistant should have a good
quality radio in their car if they are expected to relay or
receive important info to and from the EC. A pre-run
planning meeting as well as email correspondence, a
printed job list and plenty of communication before and
during the event ensures that each assistant understands
what is expected of him or her and each understands
how to perform their jobs. Just as with a safety brief-
ing….. a job briefing shall not be considered complete
until each of the assistants understands the tasks that are
being required of him or her. Our hobby has many
skilled and knowledgeable operators to choose from that
would be happy to help. 

As NARCOA EC’s, we must strive to make certain
that the two main goals of every NARCOA excursion
are met. These goals are to have every person attending
the event conduct themselves in a safe and professional
manner at all times and to ensure that each attendee ad-
heres to all NARCOA rules and any additional rules the
host railroad or EC has put in place for the excursion. 

BBYY  TTOOMM  FFAALLIICCOONN

EC

T

E C H
A motorcar operator has many things to keep track
of ahead of the car as it runs down the rails. From ad-
justing track speed and following distance to com-
pensate for ever changing track conditions, to being
able to stop the motorcar in half of the operator’s sight
distance, to monitoring for upcoming grade crossings.
NARCOA operators have their hands full!

A topic we don’t discuss that often is the need for
being aware of what’s going on behind your car.  The
operator or better yet your passenger should keep a
constant check on what’s going on behind your mo-
torcar. The car behind you may be experiencing me-
chanical problems or may have been involved in an
incident and need your assitance. The car may be fol-
lowing too closely for track conditions and you may
need to speed up to add some distance between your
cars. A radio is a great form of communication with
the car behind you, but the lack of a radio does not
free you from keeping tabs on that car.  
You also must remember that the car running be-

hind you is expecting to see your brake lights lit in
sufficient time as a warning of a stop. They are also
counting on you or your passenger to wave a flag con-
spicuously to signal an emergency or unexpected stop
as well as an unexpected hazard ahead. 

Running safely is everyone’s responsibility. If the
operator following you is doing something that makes
you feel that the excursion is being put in an unsafe
condition, please talk with the operator at the next
stop or ask the EC or one of the assistants to step in.
Our goal is to get each car down the track safely and
if the operator you are observing in your rear view
mirror is compromising that goal, then be prudent and
do something about it.
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HHaarrttlleeyy  &&  TTeeeettoorr  LLiigghhtt  IInnssppeeccttiioonn  CCaarrss
LLeeoonn  SSaapppp

Most early manufacturers of railroad motorcars had
gotten their start by first building handcars.  The Rail-
way Cycle Manufacturing Company of New Castle In-
diana got their start building pedal cars.   In 1894
Charles N. Teetor was working as a machinist in a
small bicycle shop. While there he built a bicycle for
his wife and in so doing caught the attention of her
cousin Charles Hartley who happened to be a Division
Superintendent for the Chicago and Northwestern Rail-
road.   Teetor was asked if he could build a bicycle that
could ride on rails and be used by a track inspector.
Teetor designed and built a very serviceable light
weight machine and was promised sales if he could
produce them in volume.
With Hartley’s financial backing and railroad con-
nections, the Teetor  family started full-time produc-
tion.  It seems the whole Teeter family joined in the
enterprise with both his father and at least one brother
soon manning the assembly line.  On September 12,
1899 they exhibited at the Road Master’s Convention
in Detroit showing both their single and double rail
bikes.  Charles Teeter himself manned the booth.  One
model was designed to be partially collapsed for trans-
port in baggage cars so a stranded train could send for
help.   In 1900 the company name was changed to the
Light Inspection Car Company.
Teetor was not the first to build bicycle type rail cars.
The Aspinwall and Perry patent of 1869 clearly shows
that the idea had been around for a while.  Sheffield
would later purchase that patent in order to avoid legal

entanglements  But Teetor had improved on the A & P
design byusing thin wall tubular frame, an improved
chain and sprocket drives and wire spoke wheel with a
rubber tread having a pebbled surface to improve trac-
tion.  The differences were enough to avoid patent con-
flicts.
Motorized inspection cars were still in their infancy,
having been available for less than a year.  The market
for machines seemed promising and Charles’ brother
John Teetor began developing a small single-cylinder
gasoline engine in 1895 with the goal of creating a
powered version of their rail bike.  Three years later it
was perfected.
Their motorcar was a simple affair with a bench seat
up front that could accommodate up to three inspectors
while a single seat was provided for an operator in the
back.  At least two articles appeared in 1899 that told of
a 6-7 man car being built by the firm.  However no ad
or illustration has surfaced with details other than a no-
tation that the larger car was powered by a single cylin-
der engine of 10 horsepower.  The smaller motorcar
weighed only 500 pounds, designed for easy handling
by one man.  The front wheels were independent en-
abling the car to be easily swung around.    The twenty-
inch wheels had steel rims on wooden centers.  The
brake and belt tensioner pulley were controlled by
levers while the throttle was foot operated, a typical
arrangement for automobile type cars.  A foot pedal pro-
vided speed control.  
In 1904 they exhibited their railroad bicycles and at
least one gasoline motorcar at the Louisiana Purchase
Exposition in St. Louis and received a Gold Medal.  Al-

Roadmaster’s Assistant 
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though nearly every exhibitor had received a medal for
something, it still sounded nice in print and would re-
main in their advertisements for years to come.   
Although the company frequently advertised in peri-
odicals it would not be until 1905 that they would print
their first catalog which was sent to all domestic rail-
roads, mining and lumber camps, and plantation rail-
roads.   They began building larger engines and found
a ready market in the growing automobile industry.  The
first of the famous Auburn Automobiles were powered
by a Teetor-Hartley engine.  Their growing reputation
attracted some remarkable talent including C. L. Cum-
mins of later diesel engine fame who came to work for
the firm briefly in 1907.
In 1909 as gasoline motors became their primary
product they reorganized once again as the Teetor-
Hartley Motor Company.  During WWI they furnished
over 4,500 Model UU Engines to the Wisconsin Com-
pany to power trucks for the U.S. Army.   Like many
manufacturers they designed and built all their own
components including piston rings which sold well to
other manufacturers.  So successful was the line that in
1919 they changed their name to ‘The Indiana Piston
Ring Company’ but continued to build railroad cars
under the old Teetor name.

In 1922 they replaced their original large design with
a small four wheel car using the patented Smith Motor
Wheel, now owned and manufactured by Briggs and
Stratton.  Weighing in at only 200 pounds it was capa-
ble of carrying two men at speeds up to 20 mph pro-
viding the rail was dry and the gradients reasonable.
The design did not attract many buyers but stayed in
their catalog until 1926.  That was the year Teetor sold
their remaining engine product line and devoted nearly
all manufacturing to their highly successful line of pis-

ton rings.
The new company trade name became The Perfect
Circle Company which survives to this day.  The Per-
fect Circle Company stayed in the Teetor Family con-
trol until 1963 when it was sold to Dana Corporation.
In the shake-up that followed half the rights to the light
inspection car somehow came under the control of V-
Plex Clutch Company who donated their partial own-
ership to Hagerstown, Indiana High School.  The
school subsequently purchased all the remaining stock
with federal funds.  In 1967 all remaining tools, jigs
and other assets of the former company were trans-
ferred to the Nettle Creek School Corporation under
the old corporate name of Light Inspection Car Works.
The actual manufacturing was done by the students of
the Hagerstown High School Manual Training Depart-
ment as part of the school curriculum.  The school built
only a few units per year for an unpredictable interna-
tional market and production finally ended on April 30,
1972.   Several Teetor rail bikes are exhibited in muse-
ums and a few are in private collections.  But, sadly
none of their powered cars seems to have survived.  

Smith Motor Wheel
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Eastern Illinois Railroad November 2012
By Bob Knight

Excitement was in the cold fall air... at long last a
speeder event was going to take place on Illinois rail!!!
This was to be the first excursion in Illinois for the
2012 season. The Eastern Illinois Railroad had granted
member Richard Hinds and area 6 Great Lakes Rail-
cars the opportunity to hold a one day excursion on
Saturday Nov 10th. After a quick conversation with
myself as EC, the trip was setup, advertised and with
proper permission through NARCOA was put in mo-
tion.
This is a major event in the very small farm commu-
nity of Brocton, Illinois as our group raised the popu-
lation to maybe an even 100 during the set on. After
the safety meeting was held, we all soon realized we
were in for a tough day running into a 40+ MPH head-
wind on our way southbound toward Charleston and
then on to Neoga our lunch and turn around location.
Jim Dragstrem, from Indiana, said we were glad no one

brought their belt cars today as that might have pre-
sented quite a challenge to even an experienced opera-
tor.
After leaving Brocton we were soon escorted by
many deer and Dave Otte from Wisconsin reported he
had a coyote cross in front of him. About 15 miles
down the rails, we pass through a beautiful wooded
area including a high bridge over the Embarras River,
but came to a quick halt with a downed walnut tree
blocking the R.O.W. With a lot of pulling and lifting
the tree was removed with Fred Lonnes finishing the
job with a hand saw he carries in his hi-rail.
Our EIRR rep met us at the Charleston yard office
with hot coffee and donuts which were a welcome treat
as the temperature was dropping during our travels. We
made our lunch break just in time before the village of
Neoga and our restaurant experienced a major power
outage.
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We all agreed that
maybe Hurricane
Sandy was even af-
fecting us in the Mid-
west as the East coast
was still recovering.
As you might guess,
we all saved fuel as
the wind gave us all a
great “push’ back to
the setoff.
It was an enjoyable
and safe excursion
traveling the 90 miles
and we were all off
the rails before dusk
as it gets dark very
early in November.
All of us would like to
thank Karen (Dave)
Stroemer for taking
and sharing the en-
closed photos from
the excursion.

All photoes by Karen &
Dave Stroemer
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Cleveland Motorcycle Manufacturing Company
Leon Sapp

The Cleveland Motorcycle Manufacturing Company
had one of the shortest histories of any Railroad Motor
Car builder.  For less than one year they would offer
only one model of a light inspection car.  The company
actually began in Middleborough, England in 1911 and
moved to the U.S. where they incorporated in 1915
with $100,000 in Capital Stock.   Under the guidance
of Cleveland born W.D.B. Alexander the firm really
took off.  In 1919 they were in-
volved in a minor flap with the
American Institute of Weights
and Measures over a proposed
adoption of the Metric System
which they favored, probably
as a result of their British her-
itage. 
The company’s primary prod-
uct was of course motorcycles
and they enjoyed considerable
success in that booming mar-
ket.  Their   motorcycles were
also generally small and light which made them ideal
for messenger service.  The U. S. Army purchased
1,527 of the machines in 1921 alone.   In 1922 Cleve-
land offered a railroad motorcar which they called The
Cleveland Lightweight Railroad Inspection Car.  Their
Standard Motorcycle had sold for only $185 in 1922
and the railroad motorcar ver-
sion was only slightly more
expensive at just under $250.    
The similarity of the little
Cleveland car to their motor-
cycle is obvious.  It appears to
be their standard cycle engine
frame, complete with its
streamlined gravity feed 2.25
gallon fuel tank, placed on an
open four wheel cart.  There is
a total lack of a windscreen,
floorboard, and fenders or for that matter any other
amenity.  The only footrest is a simple bar which was
part of the frame.  It must have been extremely un-
comfortable in inclement weather or on a weed grown
right-of-way.  Actually the smooth, backless bench seat
was advertised as a safety feature from which the

driver could unload quickly in the event of an im-
pending collision.
The extremely lightweight machine was proudly ad-
vertised as “the one-man car” but the handbook also
noted that it could accommodate up to five men.  Per-
haps, but that simple five foot plank for a seat would
have made for extremely close quarters, especially for
five grown trackmen in heavy work clothes.  

Still the machine did
have some desirable quali-
ties.  With the open tubular
framework and the operator
practically sitting on the
ground, it was ideal for
close track inspection.  With
absolutely nothing between
the inspector and the cross
ties it would have been hard
to miss seeing a track defect.
In low gear it could creep
along as slow as 4 mph,

roughly walking speed.   Cleveland claimed the engine
would start on one stroke of the pedal without priming
the engine, even in zero degree weather.  That kick
start feature was probably a welcome change from the
traditional crank or push-to-start requirements of the

competition.
The engine on Cleveland
motorcar was a 3.5 h.p, two
stroke single cylinder air
cooled engine of 16-1/3
cubic inches and could attain
a top speed of 20 mph with a
250 pound load.  However,
different sprockets were
available which could boost
the top speed to 35 mph and
still be capable of 50 miles to
the gallon of fuel.  The en-

gine and transmission components were constructed of
the new alloy, Molybdenum and Cleveland made much
of that fact in its advertisements.  A Bosch waterproof
magneto was standard.  The car had a lever operated
clutch consisted of 13 discs running in oil which actu-
ally let the operator shift without using the clutch. The
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transmission was a two speed spur gear type and
drove the rear axle through a chain and sprocket.
There was no reverse gear but considering the ex-
tremely light construction of the car, turning it around
would have been a minor inconvenience.
The rear axle drum brake was controlled with a foot
pedal and with 26 square inches of braking surface
Cleveland advertised that the car could be brought to
a stop from 20 mph in 35 feet.  No doubt that would
have been an interesting experience considering the
open bench seat and a lack of any substantial hand
hold.  
The car did not have a battery but was equipped
with a small generator powering a front headlight and
a single rear tail light.  One handy innovation was the
detachable headlight on a short cord enabling it to be
removed.  With the car idling, it could be used as a
trouble light to aid in nighttime track inspection or
repairs.
The wheels were 14-inch steel rims on wood spokes
with Timken roller axle bearings.  A major selling
point was the fact that all the major mechanical com-
ponents were the same as those used on their stan-
dard motorcycle and were being stocked in hundreds
of their sales centers across the country.  
The engine and transmission assembly could be re-
moved by loosening only two bolts and the whole
unit taken to a local dealer for repair.  In their catalog,

Cleveland suggested a railroad could even keep a spare
engine on hand to keep all the cars in operation at min-
imum expense.
For a time, Craft Incorporated handled sales for Cleve-
land.  How many of the little cars were actually sold are
not known but it was probably very few.  All the ads and
articles including their sales brochure were dated 1922.
No mention can be found of the little car in their 1923
ads or in those of any following year.  Perhaps the light-
weight inspection car was just a bit too light to suit rail-
road safety officers who by then were becoming
increasingly concerned about the rising number of mo-
torcar accidents and injuries.
In 1922 Cleveland Manufacturing purchased the
Reading Standard Company of Reading, PA but began

to fall on financial hard
times.  In 1928 they offered
to sell their motorcycle line
to Harley-Davidson who
saw the lightweight as viable
competition to the popular
Indian Motorcycles.  How-
ever, Harley-Davidson de-
cided not to take the risk and
Cleveland ceased operation
in 1929 with the stock mar-
ket crash.
An entirely new company

has begun operating as The
Cleveland Motor Cycle
Company but any connec-
tion with their historical an-
cestor appears to be in name
only.
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May 3 - 5 - IA - Appanoose County Railroad
The First Iowa Division is hosting ride on the line running south-
east and north of Centerville, IA. Travel from Centerville about
21 miles to south of Moravia, turn cars and head back south. Night
run on Friday night, at least two trips on Saturday, and another on
Sunday morning. Mileage is 42 miles each trip. Cost $25 per car.
EC Frosty Farrell, Rt. 1 Box 161, Glenwood, Mo., 63541 660-
341-7842. Details on Narcoa Website.

May 4 - CA - Amador Central Railroad
Short trips on the Amador Central Railroad. To carry public in sup-
port of a local community event. No fee for carrying passengers.
Chuck Ratto, E.C. (209) 245-3043. Details on Narcoa Website.

May 4 - 5 - I$ - Indiana Eastern Railroad
85 mile round trip. Fee $105 per day. Travel south from Richmond,
IN to near Fernald, Ohio. Contact Dave Verzi. Details on Narcoa
Website.

May 4 - 5 - CA - Santa Cruz & Monterey Bay Railway
Pacific Railcar Operators and Motorcar Operators West will co-
sponsor a first ever excursion over the former Southern Pacific
Santa Cruz Branch from Davenport south through Santa Cruz to
Watsonville and return for a total of 60 round trip miles. EC's are
Dave McClain, Doug Stivers, and Bill Schertle. Details may be
found at either mowonline.org or at pro-online.org.

May 11 - CA - $iles Canyon Railway
PRO will sponsor a rides for the public on the Niles Canyon Rail-
way. ECs are Steve Paluso and Al McCracken. (408) 249-2953.
Details on Narcoa Website.

May 18 - 19 - MA/CT - Mass Central / Valley Steam Railroad
Saturday excursion on the Mass Central covering entire railroad.
Sunday excursion will include motorcaring the entire line and in-
clude the steam train and river boat ride. Cost for the weekend is
$160.00 for two passengers. EC and affiliate Warren Riccitelli
phone (401) 232-0992. Details on Narcoa Website.

May 18 - $V - Virginia & Truckee Railway
PRO is sponsoring a run on the V&T Railway. The EC is Steve
Paluso. (408) 956-8070. Details on Narcoa Website.

May 18 - CA, OR - Lake Railway
Lakeview OR. to Alturas CA. round trip 104 miles $155 per car.
NARCOA / PRO rules apply. Send to EC Bill Andrews 191 Azalea
Dr. Grants Pass, OR. 97526 Include e-mail address and current
numbers. for more info call 541-472-5153 Details on Narcoa Web-
site.

Please submit all excursions and ads directly to
webmaster@narcoa.org

These announcements are condensed from the website
which should be consulted for the most current information.

NARCOA Excursions
as of April 16th, 2013

May 18 - I$ p- Indiana Railway Museum
Great Lakes Rail Cars, Inc. is hosting a 1-day, 50 mile, round trip
on the Indiana Railway Museum between Jasper and French Lick.
Excursion Fee is $65. Details on NARCOA website. Contact Mike
Ford (317) 839-9320 for any additional info.

May 18 - 19 - TX - Capitol Metro Transportation
Llano to Scobee Spur – Approx. 54 miles RT. or McDade, TX to
Giddings, TX – approx 14 miles RT. Actual location to be deter-
mined. Contact EC prior to run. This will be a cleanup ride. Men-
toring available. Hyrails welcome. Fee: $25 membership to
Railroad Partners, Inc. (EC) Leland Stewart 10057 Palomino
Canyon Converse, TX 78109 210-863-5397 , (EC in Training)
Frank Glatzl 907 No. Riviera Circle Cedar Park, TX 78613 512-
918-2412  Details on Narcoa Website.

May 19 - 24 - O$ - FULL -- Waiting List Ontario $orthland
Railway Track Motorcars of Ontario is hosting a six-day, 650-mile
round trip motorcar excursion on the Ontario Northland Railway,
between North Bay and Kapuskasing. Fee $595 (Canadian or U.S.
dollars) which includes all railway charges, bus transfers, and
TMOO's costs. Details by February 15th. ECs Jim Brown and Ted
Stevens.

May 19 - OR - City of Prineville Railroad
Motorcar Operators West will operate on the City of Prineville RXR
on May 19, 2013 There will be 72 round trip miles. The fee is $110
and the E.C. is Dave Balestreri (916) 531 7536 Details on Narcoa
Website.

May 20 - OR - Mount Hood Railroad
Set on in the Hood River railroad yard and run 42 miles up to Park-
dale and back. Cost $90. Need at least 25 cars to sign up. Check
payable to PRO to Richard Wilkins, 6135 Hwy 35 MT Hood Park-
dale, OR 97041 Please include email address. Questions call 541-
806-6400. Deadline for the run is May 10.

May 24 - 26 - CA - Amador Central Railroad
PRO is sponsoring the Annual Ione Railfair. 3 runs Saturday and 1
run Sunday. No fee for carrying passengers. Chuck Ratto, E.C.
(209) 245-3043. Details on Narcoa Website.

May 25 - 26 - I$ - US Rail - Kokomo Division.
Set on location TBD. Trip on former PRR trackage between Cly-
mers and Bringhurst. OVR rule compliance required. 100 approx.
mile round trip. Fee is $150. EC Jaime Samuell is the coordina-
torDetails on Narcoa Website.
. 
May 25 - 26 - SD - Dakota Southern Railroad
First Iowa Division is hosting a 2-day excursion on the former Mil-
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waukee Road Line across South Dakota. Round trips departing
from Oacoma SD to near Mitchell on the newly rehabilitated line
and from Oacoma to Presho on the minimum maintenance line.
Fee $75 prepaid. EC Dave Voeltz, 801 N Harrison Ave, Pierre,
SD 605-224-2964 home 605-280-5551 cell.Details on Narcoa
Website.

May 25-27 - CO - D&RG RR
Wagon Wheel Gap to South Fork. & Wasson Wye. RMD Memo-
rial Day Weekend Run. All activites based out of WagonWheel
Gap. 40 mile round trip each day.Spark arrestors required. No
High Rails. $195 for all three days. E.C.s Jon Keeling- 719-989-
0779, & Philip Walters. E.C. in training Richard Reiff. Details on
Narcoa Website.

May 25 - OR - Albany & Eastern Railroad
Set on in Lebanon and run 16 miles up to Sweet Home and back.
Cost $90 with 15 cars minimum. Maximum 30 cars. Check
payable to PRO to Bill Bain, P.O. Box 1047, Newport, OR 97365-
0079. Include email and phone number, cell preferred. Questions:
call 541-961-0600. Deadline for signup is May 15.

May 26 - OR - Oregon Coast Scenic Railroad
Set on in Garibald and run south to Tillamook and then north to
Salmonberry, and back to Garibaldi, approx total mileage 76. Cost
$110 with 15 cars minimum. Maximum 30 cars. Check payable
to PRO to Bill Bain, P.O. Box 1047, Newport, OR 97365-0079.
Include email and phone number, cell preferred. Questions: call
541-961-0600. Deadline for signup is May 15.

May 27 - WA - Chelatchie Prairie Railroad (BYCX)
Set on in Yacolt and run 15 miles up to Chelatchie Prairie and
back, then to Battleground, and back to Yacolt. Cost $110 with 15
cars minimum. Maximum 30 cars. Check payable to PRO to Bill
Bain, P.O. Box 1047, Newport, OR 97365-0079. Include email
and phone number, cell preferred. Questions: call 541-961-0600.
Deadline for signup is May 15.

May 31 - Jun 2 - CO - Durango & Silverton 3-foot  $arrow
Gauge RR  Friday set-on, Silverton to Elk Park and return
mandatory test run. Saturday, Silverton to new Railroad Park wye
in valley near Home Ranch & return. Sunday, Silverton to Rock-
wood and return. 147mi total. No Mentoring. Fee $280 per car. 20
car limit. Sign up ends May 1.  EC Philip Walters  Details on Nar-
coa Website.

Jun 5-12 - MT  FULL - Waiting List Continental Divide Tour
Approximately 500 round trip miles in Montana. Montana Rail
Link 5th, 6th, and 10th subdivisions. Butte, Anaconda & Pacific
and Central Montana Rail. Start near Missoula-end near Lewis-
town. Hosted by Pacific Railcar Operators. 25 car limit. Contact
EC Bill Taylor .Details on Narcoa Website.

Jun 6 – 9 - MI FULL - Waiting List Great Lakes Central RR
Great Lakes Rail Cars, Inc. is hosting a 3-day, 238 mile round trip
motor car excursion on the Great Lakes Central Railroad between
Cadillac, Petoskey and Traverse City, MI. Excursion Fee is $475.
Michael P. Ford E.C. (317) 839-9320  Details on Narcoa Web-
site.

Jun 8-9 - $C FULL -Waiting List Great Smoky Mountains RR
Overnight run with two delicious Rail-B-Que trackside cooked
meals included. Andrews, NC to Dillsboro, NC, spend the night in
Dillsboro at a track side hotel, then return to Andrews the next day.
102 total track miles. Cost $175.00 For additional info: Email EC
and affiliate Tom Falicon or phone 828-488-8063 after 6pm E.S.T.

Jun 8 - 9 - TX - Capitol Metro Transportation
Llano to Scobee Spur – Approx. 54 miles RT. or McDade, TX to
Giddings, TX – approx 14 miles RT. Actual location to be deter-
mined. Contact EC prior to run. This will be a cleanup ride. Men-
toring available. Hyrails welcome. Fee: $25 membership to Railroad
Partners, Inc. Details on Narcoa Website. (EC) Leland Stewart
10057 Palomino Canyon Converse, TX 78109 210-863-5397 , (EC
in Training) Frank Glatzl 907 No. Riviera Circle Cedar Park, TX
78613 512-918-2412

Jun 15 - M$ - Minnesota Prairie Line
First Iowa Division is hosting an excursion on the former Min-
neapolis & St Louis Line between Hanley Falls and Winthrop. Limit
25 cars. Appx. 120 miles RT. EC Dave Voeltz, 801 N Harrison Ave,
Pierre, SD 605-224-2964 home 605-280-5551 cell. Details on Nar-
coa Website.

Jun 15 - WA - Dayton Depot Museum
Public rides to raise funds for the Dayton depot museum, who will
provide insurance for this NON NARCOA event. There will be no
operator fee for this run. For complete details please contact Guy
Howard 541-998-5280 (09:00-22:00 Pacific time)

Jun 15 - CA - Mendocino Railway (Skunk Line)
Southwest Railcar, 80 miles round trip from Willits to Fort Bragg
and return. Mufflers and spark arrestors required on all cars. Run
fee of $160.00 includes payment for two lunches per car. EC Tom
Phair

June 22 - CA - Amador Central Railroad
Amador Central Railroad History Run. Public rides in support of
local history group. 40 possible rail miles. No fee for carrying pas-
sengers. Chuck Ratto, E.C. (209) 245-3043. Details on Narcoa Web-
site.

Jun 22 - 30 - $V, UT, CO - Full - Waiting List Rocky Mountain
Tour  Travel over 300 miles on 6 railroads in 3 states from the high
desert to over 10,000 feet in the Rockies. Info available from Mo-
torcar Operators West. EC's Bill Schertle, Dan Berg, Jerry Geiger,
Jon Keeling, and Dave McClain

Jun 29 - 30 - TX - Capitol Metro Transportation
Llano to Scobee Spur – Approx. 54 miles RT. or McDade, TX to
Giddings, TX – approx 14 miles RT. Actual location to be deter-
mined. Contact EC prior to run. This will be a cleanup ride. Men-
toring available. Hyrails welcome. Fee: $25 membership to Railroad
Partners, Inc.Details on Narcoa Website.  (EC) Leland Stewart
10057 Palomino Canyon Converse, TX 78109 210-863-5397 , (EC
in Training) Frank Glatzl 907 No. Riviera Circle Cedar Park, TX
78613 512-918-2412
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Jul 6 - MB - FULL - Contact Mike Boundary Trail Rwy Co
North Central Railcars, Ltd. is hosting a 1-day, 84 mile trip on the
Boundary Trail Railway. Excursion fee is $75.00 (US or CDN).
Canadian residents can pay at the time of excursion, but do need
to register in advance. Details for all 2013 MB trips on NARCOA
website. Contact Mike Ford at 317-839-9320 or for more infor-
mation.

Jul 7 - MB FULL - Contact Mike Central Manitoba Railway
North Central Railcars, Ltd. is hosting a 1-day, 72 mile trip on the
Central Manitoba Railway. Excursion fee is $75.00 (US or CDN).
Canadian residents can pay at the time of excursion, but do need
to register in advance. Details for all 2013 MB trips on NARCOA
Website . Contact Mike Ford at 317-839-9320 or for more infor-
mation.
------------------------
Jul 8 - MB FULL - Contact Mike Lake Line Railway
North Central Railcars, Ltd. is hosting a 1-day, 72 mile trip on the
Lake Line Railway. Excursion fee is $75.00 (US or CDN). Cana-
dian residents can pay at the time of excursion, but do need to reg-
ister in advance. Details for all 2013 MB trips HERE. Contact
Mike Ford at 317-839-9320 or for more information.

Jul 9 - MB FULL - Contact Mike Prairie Dog Central Rail-
way  North Central Railcars, Ltd. is hosting a 1-day, 56 mile trip
on the Prairie Dog Central Railway. Excursion fee is $60.00 (US
or CDN). Canadian residents can pay at the time of excursion, but
do need to register in advance. Details for all 2013 MB trips
HERE. Contact Mike Ford at 317-839-9320 or for more informa-
tion.

Jul 11 - SK - Long Creek Railroad FULL - Contact Mike
North Central Railcars, Ltd. is hosting a 1-day, 80 mile trip on the
Long Creek Railroad. Excursion fee is $75.00 (US or CDN).
Canadian residents can pay at the time of excursion, but do need
to register in advance. Details for all 2013 trips HERE. Contact
Mike Ford at 317-839-9320 or for more information.

Jul 12 - 14 - ID/WA - Washington & Idaho Railway
Pacific Railcar Operators WI&M/P&L branch excursions. Set on
point will the Potlatch Depot in Potlatch, Idaho. Friday - 138 miles
on the P&L, from Potlatch to Marshall, WA and back. Sunday - 74
miles to from Potlatch to Moscow and back. $225. for the 2 days.
EC Rich Wilkins. On Saturday, POTLATCH DEPOT DAYS will
be held in conjunction with the W&I RR excursion with rides of-
fered to the public to support the Museum. Check made out to
PRO to Rich Wilkins, 6135 Hwy 35 MT Hood Parkdale, OR
97041. Include your email address. 541-806-6400

Jul 13 - CA - Amador Central Railroad
Amador Central Railroad. Public motorcar rides in support of a
local fundraiser. No fee for carrying passengers. Chuck Ratto, E.C.
(209) 245-3043. Details on NARCOA website.

Jul 13 - MB - FULL - Contact Mike Keewatin Railway
North Central Railcars, Ltd. is hosting a 1-day, 120 mile trip on the
Keewatin Railway in northwest Manitoba. Excursion fee is
$100.00 (US or CDN). Canadian residents can pay at the time of
excursion, but do need to register in advance. Details for all 2013

MB trips HERE. Contact Mike Ford at 317-839-9320 or for more
information.

Jul 13 - 14 - WV - FULL -- Waiting List West Virginia Central
Railroad  Elkins, WV Saturday to the top of Cheat Mountain.
Sunday to Tygart Junction Via Belington and return. Aprox. 170
RT miles. 30 car Limi.t Experienced operators only NO mentor-
ing. Narrow band radios required. Scanners not acceptable. Ap-
palachian Rail Excursions website for more info and updates. John
Gonder.

July 16 - $D - $orthern Plains Railroad
North Central Railcars is hosting a one-day trip on the Northern
Plains Railroad from Fordville, ND to either Devils Lake or Mu-
nich, ND. Total rail miles will be approximately 120. Excursion
fee is $100. Details on NARCOA website. Contact Mike Ford at
or (317) 839-9320 for more information.

July 18 - M$ = $orth Shore Scenic Railroad
North Central Railcars is hosting a 1-day, 52 mile round trip,along
the shores of Lake Superior between Two Harbors, MN and Du-
luth, MN. Cost of the excursion is $90.00 and includes the trip
fee, box lunch for 2, and museum admission for 2. Details on
NARCOA website. Contact Mike Ford at or (317) 839-9320 for
more information.

Jul 27 - IA - Appanoose County Railroad
The First Iowa Division ride on the former Rock Island, CB&Q,
Wabash line running between Centerville and Albia, IA. We will
return to Moravia for lunch at the depot museum. Mileage 64
miles round trip. Cost $35 per car. EC Frosty Farrell, Rt. 1 Box
161, Glenwood, Mo., 63541 660-341-7842. Details on NARCOA
website.

July 27 - 28 - PA posted 03/07
North Shore and Shamokin Valley Railroads – Annual Central PA
Weekend  Central PA Excursions ride over the 86 mile North
Shore Railroad on Saturday and the 50 mile Shamokin Valley
Railroad on Sunday. The Central PA Chapter of the NRHS will be
our hosts at a picnic at the White Deer Station Saturday night. Reg-
istration fee - $90. Application and Details on NARCOA website.
Check to: Central PA Excursions, PO Box 145, White Deer, PA
17887. Questions: (570) 538-9050 or email.

Aug 18 - 21 - CO  FULL -- Waiting List Durango & Silverton
3 ft $arrow Gauge RR
The exact date you need to be in Silverton has not been deter-
mined. Sunday set-on, Silverton to Elk Park and return mandatory
test run. Monday, Tuesday - Silverton to Valley & return. Wednes-
day – Silverton to Rockwood and return. ~ 220 mi total. No Men-
toring. Fee $380 per car. 20 car limit. Sign up ends July 15. Details
on NARCOA website. EC Philip Walters

Aug 24 - 25 - I$/MI - Indiana $ortheastern Railroad
Great Lakes Rail Cars, Inc. is hosting a 2-day, 150 mile round-trip
motor car excursion between Ashley, IN and Coldwater, MI. Ex-
cursion Fee is $275.00. Details on NARCOA website . Michael P.
Ford E.C. (317) 839-9320
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Aug 31 - Sep 2 - SD & $D = Dakota, Missouri Valley & West-
ern / Sisseton & Milbank RR's  First Iowa Division ride between
Aberdeen, SD and Geneseo, ND. departing from Britton, SD.
Monday ride on the former Milwaukee Road line from Milbank to
Sisseton. Mileage approximately 300 miles. EC Dave Voeltz, 801
N Harrison Ave, Pierre, SD 605-224-2964 home 605-280-5551
cell. Details on NARCOA website.

Sep 21 - 24 - CO - San Luis & Rio Grande RR and San Luis
Central RR  First Iowa Division San Luis Valley and La Veta Pass
excursion plus an option to ride the Cumbres & Toltec Steam train.
Approx. mileage 300. Cost: $330.00 Len Jones, EC 719-244-2888
Details on NARCOA website.

Sep 21 - CO - D&RG RR
South Fork in conjunction with the FID Excursions being held on
the San Luis & Rio Grande. 40 mile round trip along the Rio
Grande River. No High Rails & spark arrestors required. $110 ex-
cursion cost. Details on NARCOA website. E.C. - Jon Keeling
719-989-0779, E.C. in training Richard Reiff.

Oct 5 - MO - Columbia Terminal (COLT) Railroad
The First Iowa Division ride on the former Wabash line running
between Columbia and Centralia, MO. Return to Columbia for
lunch and then make a second round trip. Mileage 37 round trip.
Cost is $45 per car. EC Frosty Farrell, Rt. 1 Box 161, Glenwood,
Mo., 63541 660-341-7842. Details on NARCOA website.

October 5 - PA - Wellsboro & Corning Railroad
Central PA Excursions will host a 70 mile RT excursionfrom
Wellsboro to Gang Mills, NY and back. Application at central-
paexcursions.com. Application and Details on NARCOA website.
Check to: Central PA Excursions, PO Box 145, White Deer, PA
17887. Questions: (570) 538-9050 or email.

October 6 - PA - Lycoming Valley Railroad
Central PA Excursions will host a 50 mile RT excursion from
Williamspotr to Jersey Shore and from Williamsport to Faxon and
back. Application and Details on NARCOA website. Check to:
Central PA Excursions, PO Box 145, White Deer, PA 17887. Ques-
tions: (570) 538-9050 or email.

Oct. 6 - MO - Ft. Leonard Wood Army Base
The First Iowa Division ride on the army base tracks between Ft.
Leonard Wood and Bundy Jct. We will make this trip twice.
Mileage 40 round trip. Cost is $45 per car. EC Frosty Farrell, Rt.
1 Box 161, Glenwood, Mo., 63541 660-341-7842. Details on
NARCOA website.

Oct 18 - IA - Appanoose County Railroad
The First Iowa Division ride on the former Rock Island, CB&Q,
Wabash line running southeast and north of Centerville. We will
travel from Centerville about 21 miles to south of Moravia, turn
our cars and head back south. Night run on Friday night, at least
two trips on Saturday, and another on Sunday morning. Mileage
42 miles each trip. Cost is $25 per car. EC Frosty Farrell, Rt. 1
Box 161, Glenwood, Mo., 63541 660-341-7842. Details on NAR-
COA website.

Oct 19 - 20 - GA - Full - Waiting List Hartwell RR
First NARCOA Motorcar Excursion on this Railroad. Toccoa to
Elberton via Hartwell from Bowersville (110 miles) each day. Re-
flecterized vests required. Check for $150 to: Atlanta Railcar
Transportation LLC, %Bobby Moreman, 3520 Cold Spring Lane,
Chamblee, Georgia 30341. No refunds after September 19. De-
tails on NARCOA website.

Oct 19 - 20 - CA - Mendocino Railway (Skunk Line) Over-
$ight Excursion  Southwest Railcar is hosting an over-night
(two-day) excursion from Willits to Fort Bragg and return (80
miles). Mufflers and spark arrestors required on all cars. The run
fee of $150.00 is for railroad fees only. Participants
are responsible for making their own lodging arraignments in Fort
Bragg. EC Tom Phair

$ovember 2 - IA - Boone & Scenic Valley Railroad
The First Iowa Division is hosting a 1-day ride on the former
FDDM&S line northwest out of Boone, Ia. 15 miles round trip.
We hope to make at least four trips during the day. $20 per car
plus membership in the Iowa Railway Historical Society ($25).
EC Carl Schneider, 1302 6th Ave SE, Altoona, IA 50009 515-967-
5181 (H) or 515-494-4401 (C) Details on NARCOA website.

December 7 - PA $orth Shore Railroad – Annual Toys for Tots
Ride  Central PA Excursions ride. 86 miles RT from Northum-
berland to Berwick and return. As part of the fee for this ride,
please bring at least one new, unwrapped toy with you for either
a boy or a girl. The Toys for Tots folks will be on hand to collect
the toys. Registration fee - $55. Application and Details on NAR-
COA website. Check to: Central PA Excursions, PO Box 145,
White Deer, PA 17887. Questions: (570) 538-9050 or email. 

Excursions Held On A Regular Basis

January 01, 2013 - February 01, 2014 - TX Capital Metro
Transportation  Railroad Partners, Inc. will host NARCOA mo-
torcar runs from Llano, TX to Scobee Spur, TX – Approx. 54 miles
RT. or McDade, TX to near Giddings, TX – approx 23 miles RT
on various dates. Additional information at RPI website. Contact
Leland Stewart 10057 Palomino Canyon Converse, TX 78109
210-863-5397 cell

February 1, 2013 - January 31, 2014 - PA $orthern Central
Railroad  Excursions on the Northern Central Railroad from New
Freedom, Pa to York, Pa on various dates. E.C. Dean L. Grote call
717-637-7647 or e-mail for details.

February 1, 2013 - January 31, 2014 - PA Stewartstown Rail-
road  Excursions on the Stewartstown Railroad from New Free-
dom, Pa to Stewartstown, Pa on various dates. Northern Central
Railcar Association E.C. Dean L. Grote call 717-637-7647 or e-
mail for details.

February 1, 2013 - January 31, 2014 - GA Heart Of Georgia–
West Railroad  Southeast Railcar Operators, Inc. will be having
NARCOA Motor Car runs and workdayson the HOG West Rail-
road from Richland, Ga. to Omaha, Ga. on various dates. Contact
Will Thompson E.C. 229-723-8231 Home or 229-359-5701 Cell
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Or Larry Crowe, E.C., Home 229-776-5882, Cell 229-326-3736.

February 1, 2013 - January 31, 2014 - GA Cater Parrott Rail-
net SERO will be having motorcar car runs on the Cater Parrott
Rail net from Valdosta to Willacoochee on various dates contact
Will Thompson E.C. Home 229-723-8231 or Cell 229-359-5701.

PLEASE $OTE:  

Advertisement of an excursion at the NARCOA Web Site does not
constitute responsibility by NARCOA and/or its officers nor the
NARCOA Web Site manager for event conditions. Excursion at-
tendees must exercise caution in the observance of safety condi-
tions and rules and must accept full responsibility for themselves,
their guests, and their equipment when attending any event.

Information for excursion coordinators

Narcoa affiliates must advertise excursions on this website. In-
clude details of the trip such as time, schedule, total mileage, costs,
restrictions, EC name(s) and conditions for attending. Email all
excusion annoucements to webmaster@narcoa.org Please follow
the standard format for the submissions.

"THE SETOFF" editor will copy these ads for inclusion in the
magazine on the deadline dates listed below. Do not send a sepa-
rate notice to "THE SETOFF". 
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If you are a supplier of motorcar parts, and wish to be included here,
please contact setoff@neo.rr.com.  �o endorsement is made of the
products, services, or vendors.  All listings are for member’s con-
sideration only, and are at the discretion of the Editor.

Atlantic Rail Cars / Warren Riccitelli, warren.riccitelli@cox.net 39 Jacksonia Drive, North Providence, RI
02911 phone: (401) 232-0992 Fax: (401) 231-7073.  Brake Shoes, brake liners, and brake parts for most cars.
Carey Boney, Careyboney@embarqmail.com or Carey Boney, 1605 Powers RD. , Wallace, NC 28466 phone
910-285-7489. Engine parts for RQ,QBA,ROB,ODB, ROC and parts for F-4,C-5,F-6 and C-8 carburetors. Frame
and some body parts.
Brown Railroad Equipment / Dan Brown, www.brownrr.com.  4  Amersham Court, Glen Carbon, IL  62034.
(618) 288-6698.  The entire remaining Fairmont factory inventory of motorcar parts was bought by Brown when
Fairmont stopped making motorcars in the early 1990’s.  Web site has NOS inventory look up by part number.
Over 200 cars for sale.  Se hable espanol. 
Railroad Motor Car Resource Library / Doug Cummins, rrstuff@hawaiihost.us 1146 W. 27th St. Independ-
ence, MO 64052-3222.  Library of rail motorcar manuals, performance sheets, parts lists, maintenance instruc-
tions.  
H & H Mfg. CO. hhimaparts@aol.com (707) 887-7181   Full service machine shop and Mfg. of aftermarket Fair-
mont parts. Large supply of new and used Fairmont and Onan parts including transmissions, engines, brake and
drive sprockets. Frame and aluminum door and side panels.Assorted rail motorcar project cars for sale.
Tom Falicon Raildawg@gte.net 1227 Sawmill Creek Rd, Bryson City, NC 28713 ph: 828-488-8063 after six.
Fairmont Billet Shift Knobs.
Fredericksburg Shops, fredshops@earthlink.net or  www.fredericksburgshops.com or 209 Creamery Rd., Fred-
ericksburg, Ohio 44627, phone:  330-465-0713 2PM-6PM EST.  Newly manufactured motor car parts and ac-
cessories.  Many original producers identified, and their parts are again for sale.  Shop also does car repair.
Formerly Les King & Company.
Model T coils for 2-cycle cars Improved design Model T ignition coils for all Fairmont 2-cycle motorcar ap-
plications. These coils are built inside of a sealed plastic weatherproof case with the proper wiring clips to match
the timer clips. These are top quality USA made and will work on either 6 or 12-volt applications. No ballast re-
sistor is required. $110.00 each. Please add $10.00 for shipping via priority mail. Randy Rundle, Fifth Avenue
Antique Auto Part, 415 Court Street, Clay Center, KS 67432. ph. 785-632-3450.  fifthaveinternetgarage.com
L&S Speeder Repair and Restoration heatmor@itctel.com 17504 438th Ave., Henry, SD  57243 phone
(605)532-3470.  Custom motorcar trailers - will build to your specifications.
Dave Myers at: dave@redspeeder.com or 928-380-7056  MT-19 Temporary Axle splint.  Fairmont transmission
sprockets, and special sprockets of interest when re-powering a car with non-Onan engines.
Tom Phair tom@phairs.net phone (925) 820-4159 Complete line of the David Clark Company Intercom sys-
tems and railroad type Motorola Radios; new double chain sprocket kits, large inventory of NOS Fairmont parts.
Some motorcars for sale.

Suppliers

$ARCOA does not guarantee, certify or warrant that any mechanical equipment, modification, solu-
tion or device described in articles or advertisements in The SETOFF are safe or suitable for any mem-
ber’s needs or purposes.  Technical articles are provided for member’s consideration only.  Readers are
advised to do their own due diligence to determine the safety and suitability of any such equipment,
modification, solution, or device for their purposes, and are advised to seek outside expert advice. B
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[[>>nnaarrccooaa__ccoommppaannyy__ssttoorree]]
Wheel Inspection Tools

The clear plastic wheel profile is necessary to determine if the wheel is flat,
thin in the flange area, or has wear between the flange and the flat section
of the tread.  Use the wheel profile as your first step in diagnosing “hunt-
ing” on the rails.  Use two of the clear plastic wheel profiles to determine
track gauge.   The stainless steel  caliper is necessary to determine if you
have the required 1/8” minimum wheel thickness.  One plastic wheel pro-
file is $11 including s/h.  Two plastic profiles are $17 including s/h.  Stain-
less steel wheel calipers with laser printing (they’ll outlast your grandson!)
are $30 each including s/h.  One plastic profile and one stainless steel
wheel caliper go for $35 including s/h.  Two plastic profiles and one stain-
less steel wheel caliper caliper are the best combination for $40 including
s/h.  The new calipers have a bold mark at the 1/8” minimum.   Shipments
outside the USA are becoming more expensive, so add to the list price: $5
for Canada, and $11 for the rest of the world.
Make your check payable to NARCOA, and mail to Warren Riccitelli, 39
Jacksonia Drive, North Providence, RI 02911  E-mail questions to: war-
ren.riccitelli@cox.net

Please note: each item is shipped from
the person in charge of that particular
product. Profits from Company Store

sales go to �ARCOA.

Reproduction 
Fairmont Data Plates

These plates fit on the engine cover. They are correct for late
1930's to late 1960's cars. M9 M14 M19 S2 ST2 A3 A5 59C
- maybe others. $6.00 per plate except Membership plate
which is $3.00. Include SSAE with one stamp for each plate
(Three plates per envelope maximum) to: Richard C. Ray,  5
Hemlock Place, Randolph, NJ 07869 All profits go to NAR-
COA - Make checks out to NARCOA. ray_r@rocket-
mail.com

$ARCOA Lanterns
NARCOA has received another order of
Trainman's lanterns produced by Star Head-
light and Lantern. They are model 292 fea-
turing a bright halogen lamp along with a
conventional bulb. A standard 6 volt lantern
battery is required (not included). The body
is orange plastic with the NARCOA name,
motorcar logo, and "Safety First" imprinted.
The lamps are effective for night signaling,
and make great presentation items for our
railroad hosts. Cost is $29.00 each plus
$8.00 shipping for the first lantern and $2.00
s/h for each additional lantern per order.
Make your check payable to NARCOA, and
mail to Jeff Levengood 2189 Oak Tree Dr.,
Dover, Ohio 44622 phone 330-343-3407
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