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From The Editor
Brian DavisBrian Davis

PPrreessiiddeenntt’’ss  MMeessssaaggee
BBiillll  SScchheerrttlleeBBiillll  SScchheerrttllee

Hello fellow NARCOA members.  
The holiday season is behind us, and 2013 has passed into memory. With
it too went a great supporter of our hobby, Leon Sapp.  The news reached
me just as this issue was being finished.  Greg Michelin, friend of the fam-
ily and Leon's MT-19 motorcar partner writes:  
“Leon Sapp passed away this morning December 29, 2013 , just 10 days

past his 71st birthday.  He had a really good day before Christmas, visit-
ing a bit with family who had come to town for the holiday.  His health
began to rapidly decline over the next two days.  The family finally de-
cided to place him in a hospice facility on Friday as he was needing more
care than they could provide with in home hospice.  The hospice staff made
him very comfortable and he passed peacefully two days later.”
Readers of the SETOFF will not soon forget the wonderfully informative
articles Leon submitted to nearly every issue.   Leon
will be deeply missed.
Rest well dear friend.
Brian Davis - Editor

Yesterday I sent in a check for my 2014 insurance.  As I look back on 17
years of motorcaring, I am awestruck by the incredible number of experi-
ences that $130 or less has bought my wife and me.  You may feel the
same way.  In my case we have viewed Mt. McKinley from my motorcar
on the Alaska Railroad.  We have traversed a 6-mile tunnel in Tumbler
Ridge on the CN in British Columbia.  We have overnighted in a lumber
camp bunkhouse and feasted on lumberjack food in their mess hall.  We
have crossed the famous trestles on the Camas Prairie in Idaho.  We have
traveled to the Grand Canyon by motorcar and crossed 10,000 foot passes
in Colorado.  We have passed through the heart of the California red-
woods. The list goes on.  I have also seen countless photos of wonderful
scenic trips many of you have taken in the United States and Canada that
someday I hope to experience.  All of these amazing adventures are open
to us for only $130 a year.  What a bargain!  
Bill Schertle - President
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Area Four
(KY, NC, SC, TN, VA, WV)

Bernie Leadon

Area One
(ME, NH, VT, MA, CT, RI)

Ross Baxter

Area Three
(IN, Lower MI, OH)

Jeff Levengood

As I write this yet another year is wind-
ing down. It has become cold here in the
Northeast and we are getting snow. With
that the motorcar season is over until
spring. There are however a few winter-
time excursions down south and I would
encourage those of you who can to take ad-
vantage of these. For those who are fin-
ished for the season, it is an excellent time
to perform upgrades and maintenance on
your motorcar to prepare for the spring
season. 
Since I took over as Area One Director

we have added two new members. I would
like to welcome Gary Smith and John
Greene both from Eastern Massachusetts.
If you see them please take time to intro-
duce yourselves.  I have also spoken with
the gentlemen of NEREX who have prom-
ised us an exciting season with many fa-
miliar and perhaps some new excursions
here in the Northeast. Please support this
group by participating in the upcoming
year. 
As I become more involved with the

Board of NARCOA Directors, I am in-
creasingly impressed with what is required
to keep our organization operating. We
have a large group of individuals who
spend a considerable amount of their per-
sonal time working to keep our group run-
ning smoothly. Many decisions are made
on a monthly basis through email commu-
nication. A great deal of discussion goes on
between all of the directors as well as the
various members of the involved subcom-
mittees. It is amazing how everyone is able
to put aside their biases and arrive at the
best decision for the good of the organiza-
tion.  After careful discussion we take a
vote and majority rules. In my experience
so far, I have found this to be an extremely
effective system. Even so, some decisions
will have an adverse effect on some mem-
bers and other members will obviously
have a difference in opinion. 
As the New Year approaches, I would

like to remind all of the members of Area
One that you must pass the new rule book
exam and receive your new certificate of
examination card prior to obtaining your
2014 motorcar insurance.  If this is not
completed, you may find yourself without
insurance for next year. NARCOA is also

moving more towards email as a primary
means of communication with members.
Therefore, it is important that you keep
your profile updated on the NARCOA
website. It is especially important that you
provide an accurate email address so that
you can keep apprised of the latest devel-
opments within the organization. Tom Nor-
man recently sent an email with
information about the rule book exam. If
you did not receive his email, please up-
date your profile. I would like to be the
first area with 100% compliance with these
requirements.
I encourage anyone in Area One with

questions or concerns to feel free to con-
tact me directly. I am, after all, your Di-
rector, your representative and your voice
within the Board of Directors. My email is
babycatcher21@rochester.rr.com (Put
NARCOA MEMBER in the subject line);
phone number (706) 799-0689. 
Have a very good holiday season and a

safe and happy New Year.  - Ross 

Howdy folks. It’s been an interesting
year. Sounds like an old Irish curse, but
never mind. 
Reminder, if you have not taken your re-

newal Certification Test, your current Op-
erator Cert. Card will expire on Jan 31,
2014. Therefore, if you intend to operate
your motorcar next year, you must take the
test and get your new Cert. Card.  
To take the test, please contact Al Mc-

Cracken. Send him a stamped, self-ad-
dressed envelope to: 2916 Taper Avenue,
Santa Clara, CA, 95051. He’ll send you
back the test. Then you take the open book
test and send it back to him, and he sends
you the new Cert Card. It will be good for
several years. 
I should mention that the reason the

Board decided to re-test all operators peri-
odically, is to insure that all operators ac-
tually read the Rulebook once in awhile.
Refresher courses are required of all rail-
road machinery operators, and outside con-
tractors, and we want to assure the rail
industry that we’re doing our part to keep
everyone sharp. Safety First is no joke, and
one of the best ways to achieve an excel-
lent safety record is to stay on top of it, and
continually improve. 
There are some excursions coming up in

Area Four which are on rail not run for
many years, so we hope that we are invited
back on those tracks in the future, and that
everyone has a chance to run that rare
mileage. 
Change your oil, lube those wheels, and

get ready for spring. It ain’t far off.
Bernie

The First Iowa Division is now finished
with the ride season for 2013 and the ECs
will soon,  if not already, be working on
putting together a new schedule for next
year.  We lost one of our favorite railroads
this year when the tracks of the Iowa River
Railroad were torn up.  This line was very
popular and also one of the most attended

Winter has arrived here in Area 3 with
the motorcar season over for 2012. While
this time of the year keeps us indoors most
of the time now is a good time to start plan-
ning and getting ready for the new year.
First, have you taken the NARCOA exam
and gotten your new certification card?
Have you renewed you insurance for the
new year? Does the membership commit-
tee have you current email address? With
these things in place you should be ready
to start looking at the upcoming excursions
that will soon be popping up on the NAR-
COA web site. 

Have you thought about trying to find a
new member to join NARCOA? The
B.O.D. and the membership committee are
looking at ways to increase our numbers.
If you have a suggestion on how we may
accomplish this mission please contact
myself, another area director or the mem-
bership committee. 

I also want to take this opportunity to
Thank everyone in area 3 for the fine job
this last year. With no accidents or inci-
dents you all did a good job. Keep up the
good work and give yourself a pat on the
back for a job well done.  -  Jeff

Area Seven
(ND, SD, NE, IA) 

Carl Schneider
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Area Eight
(CANADA & International)

John Brown

Area Ten
(WA, OR, ID, MT, AK, WY)

Bill Taylor

As the 2014 starts I do hope you and
your family had a great Christmas and a
Joyous New Year. Also it is a pleasure to
welcome 3 new members to the NARCOA
family. 
I asked Brian Denny from Toronto to tell

me and fellow NARCOA members about
himself.
Brian wrote me the following
“I worked in an operational capacity for

CN for a few years after University and al-
though I have since moved on to another
career in an unrelated transportation field,
I very much enjoyed my time railroading
and would like to stay connected. I was
rule certified and was directly involved in
train and mechanical operations for a cou-

ple of years. My current line of work is
also of an operational nature and safety fo-
cused so I thought that although I don’t yet
have my own equipment I might be able to
contribute in some way and learn about the
hobby as I go along. My goal in joining is
to learn about the hobby and participate in
an outing or two. Long term of course I’d
like to acquire and restore a motor car. I am
38 and I heard about NARCOA via a web
search while searching classifieds for
speeders”.
I have since emailed Brian and offered

him a spot in the passengers seat of my
MT19 to see how NARCOA works and to
see how much of an enjoyment being on a
NARCOA trip can be. 
Mark Rathbone wrote me the following

about himself. “I was at the Brampton, On-
tario train show in October and my wife
Maria saw Rod Wilson rail car and brought
me over to ask what it was. Jim Brown
came over to explain to us the hobby. And
to belong to an organization that has such
passion for saving a piece of railroad his-
tory impress us. My hobby includes model
railroads.  I got this hobby from my dad
and grandfather, my grandfather worked
for the Toronto Transit Commission. I am
foreman at a freight forwarding company.
Our company is right beside the CN Inter-
modal yard. I will be 50 next year. I chose
to join NARCOA because the organization
has established good relations with so
many railroads to allow us to enjoy the
hobby.
Also I would like to welcome  Greg Sim-

mons from Girouxville Alberta to the
NARCOA family.
I would like to thank all those EC’s that

can and do allow setons on the previous
night of a run. I prefer to set on at around
the supper hour and then return to my
motel to relax and not have to worry about
rushing around on the morning of the
seton. Also I am not up and  out on the
highway at 3 or 4 am to get to the seton at
the given time. Such an early departure
from home could cause one to become
drowse and maybe become involved in an
accident. Remember the Railroads have a
maximum number of hours to be on the
job. That usually starts when they are
called at home. I have been on a few runs
that set on in the morning and have found
the run has to be cut short of the supposed
destination.  That is because there seems to
be not enough time to all get set on before
the safety meeting. I have seen the safety

meet delayed because of the late comers or
just in time members. Then there have
been runs I have been on were the morning
breaks and lunch break has not been ad-
hered to the designated time, thus causing
a delay and once again shortening of the
trip.
I am one that likes to go from point A to

point C and not have to turn around at
Point B. I have always felt if the EC can’t
take the group to the advertised destina-
tion, as per mentioned on their website or
NARCOA Excursion schedule they should
refund some of the money.
One last thing I notice according to Tom

Norman we have over 300 NARCOA
members who have not had their opera-
tor’s certification renewed. I just checked
mine and I am in the new 8000 series, hope
all my Area 8 members have 8000 and up
on their licence? Without an 8000 on your
licence you won’t be able to get insurance
for your speeder , which means you won’t
be allowed on any runs naturally.
John

trips of the season.  With this in mind,
we’re constantly looking for new railroads
to fill in the void and would appreciate any
ideas or help in this cause.  Contact any EC
in Area 7 if you have any information that
might lead to a new excursion.
Most of you aren’t aware but I was cho-

sen to do a cosmetic restoration on a Rock
Island M-19 for the Jim Andrew Railroad
Museum which is located next to the
Boone & Scenic Valley depot.  This project
is going on during the winter months and
will be completed prior to the first ride at
Boone in 2014.  While this is being done,
one of my motor cars,  a restored Rock Is-
land M-9,  is in the museum display to fill
a hole where their M-19 belongs.  Be sure
to visit the museum the next time you’re in
Boone because it’s full of a big variety of
railroad memorabilia including some very
rare items that can only be seen there.  It’s
well worth the stop.
This is a great time,  especially if you

have a warm place to work,  to get your
motor car fixed up for next year.  Don’t
wait until the first trip only to find that
there’s work to be done to get your car
ready for a trouble free ride season.
Finally,  if you haven’t taken your new

rule book test yet,  be sure to get that done
soon.  Your old certification cards expire
at the end of January.
I hope to see many of you next year on

the rails.  Have a great winter!

Welcome to 2014. I hope it brings you
happiness, success and fun- not necessarily
in that order.
2013 ended busy for Area 10. Runs on

POVA, Camas Prairie and Snohomish al-
lowed members to exercise their motorcars
in the fall colors. The weather was spec-
tacular for all three. PRO’s annual meeting
in Grants Pass also went well, and there are
some exciting runs on the agenda for 2014.
Many thanks to Pat Spicer for her work as
the PRO secretary over the last few years,
and similar thanks to Nancy Andrews for
taking over the task from Pat.
2013 ended with three runs in Washing-

ton state. Steve Healy organized a “New
Year’s” event Dec 29-31 at Snohomish, the
Meeker Southern near Orting and the
Mount Rainier Scenic. The first two rail-
roads have recently been opened to our
hobby, and it has been years since we have
been able to run on Mount Rainier. While
each is short, all three are fun railroads.
Hope you all had a chance to participate.
Many thanks to Steve Healy for working
to secure these rides.
We were all saddened to learn that Steve
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Directors Messages, continued from pg 5

Director At
Large

Jaime Samuell

Happy New Year from your new Direc-
tor at Large from Kentucky. I’m excited
to join in to help out the leadership of the
hobby along with the members. After 14
years in this great hobby I am happy to
help. A little about me…My wife Julie and
myself live in Eastern Ky. I work full time
for PHI Air Medical Group as a flight para-
medic on an EC-135 helicopter. My wife
works for the “other guy” as a flight nurse.
We have a helicopter tour company that we
run on the side. We operate the historic
Bell Helicopter model 47 (the same as

Area Eleven
(CA, NV, UT, AZ, NM, HI)

Bill Schertle

Area 11 EC’s have been busy in 2013,
hosting excursions all the way from Ore-
gon to Colorado.  Thanks go to Bill Tay-
lor, Area 10 Director and Chris Weaver,
Area 9 Director for their cooperation in al-
lowing our EC’s to coordinate excursions
in their areas.  The following EC’s from
Area 11 have been active in 2013: Dave
Balestreri, Dan Berg, John Haverty, Dave
McClain, Al McCracken, Steve Paluso,
Tom Phair, Chuck Ratto, Bill Schertle, and
Doug Stivers.  Thanks to all of you for
your efforts.  I hope you are able to con-

Taulbee from Lewiston, ID lost his battle
with cancer the day before Thanksgiving.
Steve’s work organizing runs in Idaho and
eastern Washington led to many great
times for all of us. Our sympathies go out
to Sue and the family. I know wherever he
is, Steve’s running on smooth track.
Don’t forget to service those motorcars

this winter so that they are ready to go in
the spring. 
Bill Taylor 

MASH). We have two standard gauge mo-
torcars and one narrow gauge car. We have
made many trips across North America. I
have been an EC for Ohio Valley Railcars
for years now and host several runs a year.
I was late to a meeting one year and got a
six-year president position too with OVR.
I hope all of you are having a good win-

ter. By time you get this we will have been
to Tom F’s New Years bash. I encourage
all of you to go on a trip that you have not
been on before, meet the folks on the other
half of the country and take a more active
part in the hobby. Any one that is inter-
ested in becoming an EC should find the
nearest area director and we will get you
started in the process. An EC will always
take more help if offered so please take the
time jump in.
The best part about NARCOA is that

after 14 years some of my best friends are
fellow NARCOA members. I hear from at
least one or another almost every day. I
consider most of you to be my extended
family. Our family is slowly shrinking
though. If you have a buddy that helps you
out on your car or a friend at the airport
that may like to join try and take them on
a run. I challenge each member to bring
ONE new person to experience the great
scenery extending from coast to coast.
Jaime

tinue your fine work in 2014.
REMEMBER!  You must take the new

NARCOA Rulebook Certification Test be-
fore you will be issued insurance for
2014!!  The new rulebook certification
cards are in the 8000 series and won’t ex-
pire until 1-31-2016.  To receive your test
send a self-addressed business size enve-
lope with your request to Al McCracken,
2916 Taper Ave., Santa Clara, CA 95051.
Do it now!  Don’t wait until the last
minute.  Have a great New Year!
Bill

Handcar on static display, Coldwater Michigan   Photo by Jane Davis
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NARCOA “BULLETIN” Announcement
Communications Committee

The NARCOA Board of Directors has decided to
begin periodic as-needed issuance of an official “NAR-
COA Bulletin” email publication. The Bulletin will be
emailed to all members who have provided the Mem-
bership Committee with an email address. This will be
accomplished via the NARCOA Electronic Database,
or NED, which is described elsewhere in this issue of
the SETOFF 
The total number of members who have provided
working email addresses has increased to over 90% of
all members. That being the case, it is reasonable to use
the group email function of NED to reach the great ma-
jority of members instantly. 
The SETOFF remains the principal publication of
record, but the Board has also determined that, from
time to time, there is an urgent need to reach the mem-
bership more quickly than is possible using only the
SETOFF. Therefore, the new NARCOA BULLETIN
will be considered a secondary organ of official notice
to the membership, including the posting of Rule
changes approved by the Board, which require posting
for comment for 30 days prior to final Board approval.
(Please see the new tentative Rule changes approved
at the 2013 Annual Meeting, which are posted else-
where in this issue of the SETOFF for your comment.
Comments should be sent to your local Area Director).
The SETOFF inherently has a production delay in
getting information to the membership, necessitated by
the need for an issue to be composed by the Editor, then
mailed to the Printer, then the time required to print
1800 copies, stuff envelopes with the SETOFF and
other required materials, and the time required for the
postal mail to reach members in several countries.
Posting a notice to the membership on the narcoa.org
website is immediate, but a passive action, requiring a
member to visit the website, and see the notice. That is
not sufficient for a very important announcement. Con-
trasted to those limitations of the SETOFF and the
Website, a direct group email bulletin to the entire
membership will reach the vast majority of members
within minutes, or as soon as they open their email. 
In addition to required notices to members from the
Board or the President and other officers and commit-

tee chairs, the Bulletin will be used to issue Safety Bul-
letins, which may discuss emergent safety issues, aris-
ing from current operations. Bulletins will be
numbered, such as “13-01” for the first Bulletin of
2013. Bulletins of a safety nature could be printed and
carried by each operator. 
Those members who have not yet provided the Mem-
bership Committee with your current email address
should do so, in order to be able to receive important in-
formation via the Bulletin. Ideally you can enter or cor-
rect your email address yourself in your member
record, along with your other contact information, by
logging into your account at narcoa.membership.org,
using your email and password (a second way to get to
NED is to visit the main narcoa.org website, and choose
the Members Only menu tab).
If you do not have your permanent Password yet, or
your email address is not on file with NARCOA, please
don’t hesitate to contact the membership committee
listed above for help. Once you can Log In, go to the
“view profile” link in the upper right of the page. On
your profile page, there is a link to “edit profile”. There
you can enter or change your email and other informa-
tion.
If you cannot do the above, please contact member-
ship@narcoa.org, or email membership manager Bob
Hastings directly, at bobhastings3@gmail.com. 
NARCOA, like other organizations, needs to use 21st
century tools in order to become more effective and ef-
ficient. NED offers each of us a tool to be able to take
care of some of our own needs directly, via the inter-
net, without requiring postal mail, which must be
opened by a human volunteer, who then must manually
enter the information into the database. You can each
do these things for yourself, and you will be doing your
part to make NARCOA more manageable. There is no
longer any need to require some volunteers to work as
hard as they have had to do in the past. 
So please take responsibility to keep your own contact
information up to date in NED, and watch your email
box for periodic important announcements, via the Bul-
letin.



Page 8 The SETOFF January / February 2014

The following revisions to the NARCOA rulebook have been tentatively approved by the NARCOA board of
Directors at the board meeting in Chicago and subsequently by e-mail discussion.  Please review these rules and
contact your area representative if you have any concerns or wish to make comments pro or con about the
changes.  After a 30-day period for comments, the board will then consider those comments and conduct a sec-
ond and final vote to either approve or not approve them with consideration to the overall benefit to our organ-
ization. 
The revisions are as follows:

2.11  Handholds. It is recommended that one or more suitable handholds be provided for
occupants.

2.09  LIGHTS. All motorcars are required to be equipped with an operable white head-
light and an operable red taillight, which shall be in use when the car is in motion. Cars
without original lighting equipment may use portable battery operated lights as a substi-
tute.

3.05  LIGHTS. All hi-rails are required to be equipped with operable white headlights and
operable red taillights, which shall be in use when the vehicle is in motion on the rail.

6.06  ANTIQUE MOTORCARS.  Excursion Coordinators may make certain exemptions
to the rules as described in the NARCOA Operations Manual for antique motorcars man-
ufactured prior to January 1, 1945.  (See Operations Manual:  ANTIQUE MOTORCARS,
HANDCARS, & VELOCIPEDES)  Operators of antique motorcars must notify the Ex-
cursion Coordinator of an excursion they wish to attend at least two (2) weeks in advance
of the excursion.  Excursion Coordinators shall have the right to refuse such equipment.

6.07  STEAM POWERED CARS, HANDCARS, & VELOCIPEDES.  Steam powered
cars are not allowed on NARCOA insured excursions.  Excursion Coordinators may make
certain exemptions to the rules as described in the NARCOA Operations Manual for Hand-
cars & Velocipedes.    (See Operations Manual:  ANTIQUE MOTORCARS, HANDCARS,
& VELOCIPEDES)  Operators of Handcars & Velocipedes must notify the Excursion Co-
ordinator of an excursion they wish to attend at least two (2) weeks in advance of the ex-
cursion.  Excursion Coordinators shall have the right to refuse such equipment.  Handcars
& Velocipedes are not allowed on excursions where they might impede the normal speed
of the excursion.

tteennttaattiivveellyy  aapppprroovveedd  
rruulleess  rreevviissiioonnss

JJiimm  MMccKKeeeell    CChhaaiirr,,  RRuulleess  CCoommmmiitttteeee
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Who (or What) is NED?? And 
Why Are You Interested??

NED is the ‘NARCOA Electronic Database’. 
It contains your record of membership in NARCOA.

Four years ago, the Board of Directors authorized a project to move the NARCOA member records from a cus-
tom program maintained by the NARCOA Secretary to a cloud-based professionally designed database program
managed by the Membership Committee. 
There are multiple benefits to this effort. There is a high level of on-line security, the service performs multi-
ple backups, and we have real time access to the data. One great feature of a cloud-based solution is that every
member has the ability to change his or her own information. Also, every member can renew membership on-
line, and new members can join NARCOA as well. 
NED is easy to find up there in the ‘etherwaves’. Go to the NARCOA web site, www.narcoa.org. Choose the
‘Members Only’ tab. That page will lead you to NED. Sign on with your email address and password in the
upper right corner of the NED home page. If you have never created a password for NED, there is a ‘Forgot pass-
word’ button that lets you create a password.
After you sign in, you can update any of your personal information. Under your sign-in boxes is a button
marked ‘View Profile’. Click on it and then look for a button marked ‘Edit Profile’.
There are two kinds of data in NED – Private data and Shared data. Private data includes your birth date, dri-
ver’s license info, and any money transactions such as dues and insurance. Shared data includes name, address,
phone, email, and other data listed in your profile.
Who has access to my Private data?
Only specific NED administrators have access to member private data. These administrators are the Member-
ship team, the Officers of the Board of Directors, and several Chairpersons with a need for access (Judicial,
Communications, Affiliates, Insurance and Safety).
Who has access to my Shared data?
Only Excursion Coordinators, Area and At Large Directors, and the Chairpersons and Managers listed at NAR-
COA.org have access to your
Shared data.
Take a look at NED. Let us
know what you think.

Mark Hudson, 
Bob Hastings, 
Dan Page
NARCOA Membership
Committee
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Lewiston, ID - Oct. 20, 2013.  The BG&CM, formerly the 1st Subdi-
vision of The Camas Prairie Railnet, runs east from Lewiston, ID 65 miles
to Kamiah.  The crisp fall weather and bright autumn colors prompted EC
Will Krasselt's wife Lori to say it "felt like we were riding into a photo
on a calendar."  The scenery here is along the Clearwater River east of Greer; lower left is tunnel one at mile 30.2.

BOUNTIFUL GRAIN & CRAIG MOUNTAIN RR
Photos By Wayne Parsons & Dan Page
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As we start our new excursion season I felt that a combining of the EC and Operator columns was in order for
such an important topic. Over the past few years members of our Safety Committee have noticed a trend that op-
erator alertness seems to be reduced after the lunch hour. While prepping for a Roadway Worker training ses-
sion I found this observation verified in a railroad safety publication. The Fatality Analysis of MOW Employees
& Signalmen Committee or FAMES, is a committee made up of RR labor, management and the FRA. This com-
mittee is dedicated to improving rail worker safety. 
To quote their brochure: “ The FAMES Committee analysis identified that a significant number of incidents oc-
curred in the one-hour period from 1:00pm to 2:00pm.” These incidents occurred on all types of track, with op-
erators from all walks of life using various sizes and types of on-track equipment.” 
Excursion Coordinators - we need to acknowledge this track time as being a period of low alertness and act
accordingly. We could possibly increase radio activity, conduct a Job Safety Re-briefing and make occasional
rest stops where operators are encouraged to get out of their vehicle and perform exercises to clear the cobwebs
and get the blood flowing. If you are hosting an event that runs over long stretches of tangent, flat track with few
grade crossings, be aware that this is the prime place for
operators to lose attentiveness after lunch. Please send me
your ideas on what you do or will start doing to reduce
after lunch inattentiveness. Raildawg@gte.net I’ll create a list
of your ideas and send it out as a Special Bulletin. 
Motorcar Operators - each of us needs to be aware of
this proven, safety sensitive time to be operating a motor-
car and strive to stay focused and attentive after the lunch
hour.
Now is the time for Operators and EC’s alike to address
this safety situation on all of our events, especially now
that it has been called to our attention and verified by rail-
road safety professionals!  

EECC  TTEECCHH &&  OOPPEERRAATTOORR  AAWWAARREENNEESSSS
bbyy::  TToomm  FFaalliiccoonn

South Branch Valley Railroad; Photo by Jamie Haslip
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JJuummppiinngg  iinn  wwiitthh  bbootthh  ffeeeett
bbyy  BBaarrbbaarraa  EEllwwoooodd

After 40 years as a locomotive engineer on main line
freight, short line freight, steam tourist lines and main
line passenger service (1971-2011), my husband Dave
was retiring from the railroad. We packed up and left
the Pacific Northwest, where it’s almost always over-
cast and cool, and moved to sunny Albuquerque, where
there is no moss and you don’t need a lawnmower be-
cause your yard is made up of landscaping rocks. Now
we needed a new hobby.
One day in February, 2012, Dave asked me if I re-
membered when we had looked at the idea of motor-
cars. That was in 1998, when he had only 4 weeks of
vacation each year. At the time, it seemed impractical,
since we would
spend most of that
precious vacation
time driving to an-
other railroad to
run the motorcar.
Now, however, the
s u g g e s t i o n
seemed worth ex-
ploring.
We found NAR-
COA’s website and
joined at the end of that month, and ordered a copy of
the DVD “Weekend Railroaders”. We started looking at
the for sale ads. Dave made a few calls. Soon we were
on our way to California to look at 3 speeders. Our first
stop was in Fresno, where we stayed with Dave’s dad.
Jack Elwood, who will be 94 this October, is well
known in the railroad world. A former locomotive en-
gineer and road foreman with Santa Fe, his memory
still going strong, he writes articles that often appear in
Classic Trains magazine. The three of us went to Han-
ford, a nearby town, to look at an enclosed car. This
didn’t appear to be what we would need.
The next day, Dave & I drove the 3 hours to San Jose,
to Steve Paluso’s house. We were supposed to look at
an M-9 from Bob Ziegler’s estate, but Steve had also
sent photos of an M-19 that he had rebuilt. Poor M-9
got not even a second glance. Steve gave us a basic run-
down on the M-19, and we agreed on a price. The plan
had been to get cash from ATM’s if we bought a car, but
that plan had failed. We headed to Wal-Mart to get

money orders and to U-Haul to get a trailer, since there
was not a motorcar trailer to be had in all of northern
California.
First problem was that U-Haul’s trailers aren’t wide
enough to fit the 65” clearance we needed for the M-19,
unless you went to something that was not meant to be
pulled by our 1997 Ford Ranger. Even though the
Ranger had the 4.0 liter V-6, it still was not rated for
any kind of auto-hauling trailer. We convinced the kids
working there that the motorcar did not weigh as much
as even a Smart car, so they let us hook up to the full-
size trailer that you load a whole automobile on. This
thing was longer and wider than the Ranger!

Next problem, it
was Sunday, and
Wal-Mart was
packed. We finally
got to the head of
the line, and got a
money order for
$4,000, but then
their system
wouldn’t let us get
the other $2,200
we needed. one of

those banking regulations. We called Steve and he
agreed to take our personal check, which we promised
to mail as soon as we got home - which is where the
checkbook lives. (Yes, we made good on that promise!)
Eventually, after a very long day, we were on our way
home. On the way out, we had found Needles, CA to
have extremely high prices on gasoline, so we decided
to stop in Barstow and Kingman for fuel, bypassing
Needles. Going over Tehachapi was a breeze, then the
Ranger started acting up. The check engine light was
on. There didn’t seem to be any overt issue, so we got
our gas in Barstow and headed toward Kingman.
(Turned out to be oxygen sensors.) This was late after-
noon in March, so it was getting darker. We passed
Needles, the truck was still not quite right, and the gas
gauge was going down in a hurry. We eked into the first
gas station on the west side of Kingman, filling the 20-
gallon tank with over 19 gallons, grabbed a bite to eat,
and then continued on toward Flagstaff. We noticed
that the desert had a white glow. Flagstaff had had 30”

The ranger with a giant U-Haul trailer carrying our new M-19 in Flagstaff AZ snow.
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of snow in the last two days. All the rest of the way
home, we stopped for gas about every 100 miles. we
were down to 9 mpg at one point, when we used to get
14 or better.
Those ordeals over, we looked into the next issues:
where to get a trailer, and how to get mentored on an
excursion. Of course Dave would run the car, but I
wanted to, also, so we got the tests and sent for our in-
surance. While that was in process, we tracked down a
small business here in Albuquerque that builds trailers.
We showed Carl a photo and mentioned that he proba-
bly had not seen one of these before. at first he thought
not, then it clicked, and he dragged out a photo of an
enclosed trailer he had built. for Steve Treibel, AKA
Radio Steve. Carl said he’d have the trailer ready in 5
weeks, so Dave called Leland Stewart and made
arrangements for us to go on the Bluebonnet Run in
Llano, TX at the end of April. Turned out the trailer
was ready two days after the Bluebonnet Run, so we
had to cancel.
We also made arrangements to go to Alamosa, CO for
the LaVeta pass excursion that would be in early June,
with Len Jones of First Iowa Division as EC. This in-
cluded the ‘extra mileage’ run from Del Norte, CO to
South Fork, CO, with Len, and the Creede branch from
South Fork to Wasson Wye with Jon Keeling of Rocky
Mountain Division as EC. Dave would be mentored on
the ‘extra mileage’ portion, and I would be mentored
on the Creede branch. Len also asked Frank Hamadock
of San Antonio, TX to call us and offer a ride over
LaVeta Pass, as it would not be a good thing for untried

operators and a newly rebuilt car to make the attempt.
About this time, Dave commented that he hoped we
liked the hobby, what with all the money invested,
since neither of us had actually spent any time on a mo-
torcar.
While we were waiting impatiently for June, we prac-
ticed starting the car in the driveway and loading it on
the trailer. I had not yet mastered the technique of find-
ing motels using the internet, and the AAA books did-
n’t show much of anything for those small towns in
Colorado, so we made a reservation at Best Western in
Alamosa for the week. Those of you who have been
there know that Alamosa and South Fork are almost 50
miles apart, so to add to the stress of mentoring, setting
on and everything else, we had to add extra driving
time to get to each set-on, which meant less sleep. To
top it all off, every motel in Alamosa was booked since
they were making a movie there (The Lone Ranger),
so we got the last room in town - with two double beds.
At least the night desk clerk always started the break-
fast items early, so we got something to eat every morn-
ing - and coffee!
We made it to the first set-on location at Del Norte,
found Len Jones, and were given permission to put the
car on the track. We met Jon Keeling, who would men-
tor Dave. The two of us novices got in the car together
and off we went! At some point during that day, Buck
Frank of Los Gatos, CA, who was riding with John
Spiro of Colorado Springs, came up to talk with Dave.
Buck offered to ride with Dave (so they could talk rail-

Meeting the train at Fir, riding with our new friends Frank & Susan.     
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road), if I would ride with John. Dave picked up a few
tips on operating the M-19, so that turned out to be a
very good thing. Buck also noticed that the belt needed
adjustment, so at our next stop, John quietly appeared
by our car, took the cover off the tunnel, used his
handy-dandy wrench and fixed up our belt so that it ac-
tually did something. One day of mentoring behind us,
one to go.
We drove clear out to South Fork the next morning,
set on again, and off we went! Dave was trying to tell
me what to do. At one time, he said, “Don’t kill it!
Don’t kill it!” I needed some kind of clue as to which
lever to push - or not - so that I wouldn’t kill it, but
since no information was offered, I killed it. Sigh. After
turning at the wye, Len said he needed to know if I was
the one really running the car, so he put his wife Judy
on the car with me, and Dave rode with Len. Judy nor-
mally would flag, but this was my true test, so I had to
flag as well as run.
On the third day, we set on at Alamosa. Now we were
both mentored operators. We agreed to take turns run-
ning, but it turns out we both wanted to “adjust” the
way the other person was trying to run, so there was a
lot of fiddling around with throttle, spark and the belt.
We did not yet have a radio or intercom, so we used
traditional railroad hand signals to indicate “crossing”,
“switch” and “highball”.
The fourth day was the day we rode with Frank and
Susan Hamadock on their MT-14. We hit it off with
them, so there was not only a great sense of fun and re-
laxation, but also the start of a great friendship. Even
though it was a long day, we saw a lot of great track,
and look forward to run-
ning LaVeta in our own
car this year.
The fifth and final
day, we ran the car
from Alamosa to An-
tonito, CO. We left the
cars at the depot there,
boarded a bus to go to
Chama, got on the nar-
row gauge Cumbres &
Toltec, and rode back
to Antonito. Then we
motorcar-ed back to
Alamosa to set off the
final time. We had
made new friends from

all over, and had a new-found appreciation for the his-
tory of motorcars and their place in railroad history.
We were cold, we were hot, there were mosquitoes,
there were not enough bathrooms, we were hungry, and
we were thirsty.
When can we go again?

Our first set-on, with the car running.  Del Norte, Colorado

Dave, a newly mentored operator.



The SETOFF January / February 2014 Page 15

FORGOTTEN WORLD RAILWAY
a speeder adventure on a golf cart 

in New Zealand 
Article and all photos by Rick Masten 

What is a golf cart from Georgia doing on 140 kilo-
meters (86 miles) of leased 3’6” gauge track in New
Zealand’s “Forgotten World”? It and several others are
acting like recreational speeders, much as we do, car-
rying railroad enthusiasts on a not soon to be forgotten
run through the New Zealand bush.

First, where were we and what is the “Forgotten
World”? Were you to take a look at a map of the North
Island of New Zealand you would see an area about
two-thirds of the way down the left side with a high-
light of Mt. Taranaki, Egmont National Park, the city of
New Plymouth and what is also known as “The Surf
Highway.” But, let’s go inland from there.
When you enlarge that map you will see the towns of
Stratford and Taumarunui, and the area in between, the
“Forgotten World.” This truly unique and seldom seen
area has been an important route since pre-European
times and became home of the historic secondary rail-

road line, the Stratford-Okahukura Line (SOL). At one
time milk and dairy products, sheep, coal and lumber
made up the consists.
The line travels through mud rock ranges and along
deep hidden valley floors. The first shovel full of dirt
was turned in 1901, but the was not completed until
1933, which is not surprising considering that there are
91 bridges and 24 tunnels involved in this engineering
fete.
Eventually, and that took a long time, there just was-
n’t enough traffic to support the cost and the line was
mothballed by KiwiRail in 2010.
Enter, Forgotten World Adventures. In 2012 they ob-
tained a 30 year lease on the line from KiwiRail. For-
gotten World Adventures - Rail, River & Trail Railway
(www.forgottenworldadventures.co.nz<http://www.for
gottenworldadventures.co.nz>) now offers four differ-
ent rail tours going from train, bicycle and jet boat, to
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twenty tunnels in two days for the en-
tire 140 miles both ways and a night
in a federal prison turned motel.
After talking with Anita, the office
manager, and explaining our experi-
ence with “jiggers” (the Kiwi and
British term for our track railway mo-
torcars) and the amount of time we
planned on the North Island, the
“Twenty Tunnel Tour” was recom-
mended.
We started just outside of Tau-
marunui and almost immediately
were stopped at the entrance to Tun-
nel 24, the longest on the SOL and the
ninth longest in the Southern Hemi-
sphere, measuring some 1,525 meters
(just a fraction over 5,000 feet) in
length. Three other tunnels exceed
3,000 feet. They warned us that the

tunnels would be cold, but they were
no colder than the other tunnels we
have gone through. It’s hard to realize
that everything was dug, built or laid
by hand. Small wonder it took more
than 30 years and cost over 2 million
pounds, the equivalent of over 9.6 bil-
lion today.
The bush is beautiful and the reason
for calling this area “forgotten world”
becomes clearer and clearer as one
sees abandoned ranch houses and
small towns. There’s just about noth-
ing there except scenery and rails.
Right now, the entire outside rail-
road operation is handled by only four
men. The General Manager, Ian
Balme, and another, were working on
a mud slide when we were there,
while a third man, Terry, a local cattle
and sheep rancher, was our Excursion
Coordinator. He told us that he’d be
working the slide tomorrow and an-
other of the four would be escorting
the cars.
So, what are we riding on? You can
see from the photos that we are, as
noted, riding in hi-rail golf carts.
There are essentially two models, two
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or four passenger. The cars are powered by a 200 cc
Kawasaki motor with a variable speed transmission.
The only things you have to do are those of utilizing
the brake and foot throttle, watching the car ahead,
while enjoying the scenery .
The engines are governed so that the top speed is
limited to 20 kilometers per hours, so the fastest you
can run is 12 mph. That may seem slow, but consider-
ing the experience of usual driver, that’s fast enough.
Interestingly the tour leader’s car is ungoverned and is
capable of running at much higher speeds, should the
occasion call for it.
When we completed our one-way trip, we returned
via the “Forgotten World Highway” which traverses
four passes and turns more times than most would care
to remember.
All in all, we had a great time and while I was driv-
ing neither our speeder or golf cart, the equipment was
in good repair and the hospitality excellent. While the
price is somewhat dear, with the services provided (in-
cluding the equipment) one can certainly understand
why and is lower than one would expect. 
My wife, Linda and I fully recommend this railroad
adventure!
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Fairmont designed this
riveted hub wheel that
used a variety of center
brass bushings.  Instead of
a differential axle, one
wheel had a “tight” bush-
ing and the other a “loose
wheel” bushing.  Thus one
wheel could rotate faster
than the other on the front
of the car.  Two “tight”

bushings enabled the rear to act as a solid driving axle.
In 1928 Fairmont shipped their 100,000 th riveted cen-
ter wheel.  The test being conducted in the photo below
has riveted wheels on the motorcar and the data record-
ing device being towed.  Inside the towed box with the
big gauge, data was recorded on paper drums.  
This wheel was offered in 16” and 20” sizes.  Unfor-
tunately, the center design effectively put all the car or
trailer weight on the rivets.  The rivets would soon
loosen and cause wheel wobble.  The bushing and rivet
design made repairs in the field difficult.  Most often
the riveted wheel had to be repaired in the shop.

SSuurrvveeyy  ooff  FFaaiirrmmoonntt  wwhheeeellss

Fairmont began motorcar production in 1908  using a
variety of steel and wood wheels manufactured by
other companies.  The tear drop shape of the spoke
cutouts above was a Sheffield design.  Fairmont soon
began developing their own designs.

The photo of the press shown above was included in
the Fairmont 100th Anniversary CD of the company
history.  There is no caption so it is not clear where the
stamping operation was taking place.  Nick Pull in his  

“Cyclopedia of Railroad Motor Cars” has this to say
about wheel production.  In the 1930’s, the minimum
investment in equipment, forges, presses, etc. to manu-
facture a wheel was a half million dollars. Once the
equipment was on hand, it would take a week, to make
every wheel for every new motor car made in America
for a year. These costs led to farming out the manufac-
ture of most stamped steel wheels to firms specializing
in this work. The motor car maker owned the dies that
did the stamping, but the wheel maker owned the
presses and everything else.
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Other designs have included (from 1910) solid cast
wheels on large cars, (1930) plywood centers, (1939)
rubber cushion tread on 14 and 16 inch wheels,  and
(1952) experiments with inflated rubber tires.
The best design, and the one that has outlived the mo-
torcar itself, was introduced in 1924.  It is the design we
use today: a bolted square shoulder center hub and one
piece pressed steel wheel.  Weight now rides on the hub
center shoulder and not on the rivets or bolts alone.  Re-
placements can be done in the field with just two
wrenches.  In 1935 the company urged its salesmen to
only sell these demountable wheels.  This design  be-
came the A.R.E.A.standard and remained unchanged

until the end of
motorcar produc-
tion.  The only re-
placement wheels
still available at
HARSCO are 16
inch ones that fit
the square shoul-
der hubs.  

The first speeder wheels were wood spoke with a
metal tread.  The wood gave a quieter ride, and as seen
above in this Western Union linemans’ inspection car,
contributed to lowering the weight.  However, the wood
wheels had two problems.  First, when made in the 16
and 20 inch sizes, they weighed more than steel and be-
came less cost effective.  Second, back in the day, loud
exploding “torpedos” placed on the rail head were used
to signal traffic to stop.  Especially strong “mountain”
torpedos destroyed the metal tread of wooden wheels.
To overcome these problems, Fairmont invented a two
piece torpedo proof 14” steel wheel with a rim that was
easily replaced in the field.  This was quite successful
as seen on the bridge inspectors car lower left.  

Larger two piece wheels were tried including a 17
inch design (below), introduced in 1923, with a center
“spider” and outside “tire.”  Nick Pull says the twelve
bolts holding the rim tended to work loose and the
holes in the rim were constant sources of cracking.

Photos: Fairmont HARSCO 100th Anniversary CD.  Many thanks to Wayne
Brummond at HARSCO for historical materials.  Text by Wayne Parsons
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Camas Prairie Photo EssayCamas Prairie Photo Essay
Photos by Wayne Parsons and Dan Page

Lewiston, ID - Oct. 19, 2013.  The Great Northwest Railroad, formerly the 3rd Subdivision of The Camas
Prairie Railnet, runs west from Lewiston, ID 71 miles to the Union Pacific at Ayer Junction in Washington state.
Pacific Railcar Operators’ EC Will Krasselt organized this rare Autumn event that was blessed with great weather.
The latitude of the railroad corresponds with central Montana giving the scenery a “Big Sky” feel.  This wheat
and cattle country is made up of large rolling hills bisected by the wide Snake River.  We share the scenery with
riverside campers that include steelhead trout fishermen and duck hunters.  On long curves it is possible to see
both the lead and tail cars despite their two mile separation.  

Lower Granite Dam was built in 1975, about 5 years after the railroad was moved up the hill to make way for
the reservoir.  This is railroad mile 40 and river mile 105.

At railroad mile 14, Washington State Highway 127 crosses Central Ferry Bridge.  The adjacent Central Ferry
Park and campground, at river mile 83, has been closed for two years due to irregular use. 

Blyton Landing, 20 miles west of Lewiston, is our first rest stop.  This landing offers free camping, a picnic
area, and a boat ramp.  The Walla Walla District of the Corps of Engineers operates 37 similar recreation areas. 
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The Almota Dock and grain elevators are visible in the distance at railroad mile 35; river mile 103.5.

Little Goose Dam, built in 1970, has 810 MW of generating capacity.  This is railroad mile 3; river mile 70.3. 

From the wye at mile 1, the view east shows the Snake River and the John Henley Habitat Management Unit in
the foreground.  Thirty HMUs were established to compensate for lost wildlife habitat due to the river dams.

The group moves off the Riparia wye at mile 1 in preparation for the return to Lewiston.  The fall colors and
clear weather made for a perfect day; it snowed here just one week later.  Thank you Pacific Railcar Operators
and Great Northwest Railroad for hosting this outstanding event!  
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Fillmore and Western Railway Excursion
Motorcar Operators West
Saturday, November 16, 2013

Excursion Coordinators Dan Berg and Bill Schertle

The Fillmore and Western Railway is located in Southern California between Los Angeles and Santa Barbara.
It is a shortline that runs from Ventura near the coast to Piru 28 miles to the east. It was originally the Santa Paula
Branch of the Southern Pacific and connected the Coast Line to the Valley Line. Today it is an excursion rail-
road and also the location for countless Hollywood movies. The scenery is mainly agricultural with a rich his-
tory in citrus and avocado groves. Motorcar Operators West invites you to enjoy this photo-essay of a fun, safe,
and scenic excursion in “sunny” California. 

Photo Captions:
This pagetop: Excursion Co-
ordinator Bill Schertle con-
ducted the early Saturday
morning safety meeting in the
Fillmore, California rail yard 
Middle: Jim Groover travels
through the Fillmore business
district on the way out of town.
Bottom: Heading toward the
turnaround spot in Saticoy, the
group enjoyed a typical sunny
Southern California afternoon
with the right of way bracket by
lemon groves and framed by
majestic eucalyptus trees that
provide windbreaks for the sur-
rounding citrus groves.

Next page top: Dan Berg and
his guest Laura Wambsgans
cross Sespe Creek before enter-
ing Fillmore in the late after-
noon. The Sespe Creek Bridge
was erected in 1902.
Next page bottom: After trav-
eling over 50 miles, Dan Phipps
and the excursion turned their
motorcars in Piru to begin the re-
turn trip to Fillmore and the
early evening set off. 

All Photos by Wayne Parson
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Belt idlers are easily overhauled if you take care to
think ahead to re-assembly.  Take photos as you work.
Remove the center shaft by unscrewing the nut that
does not have the shaft protruding through the nut.
Keep the protruding shaft and nut (see photo) as one
piece during cleaning.  This is important for spacing
when re-assembling. The bearings and main idler as-
sembly are very sturdy.  A good cleaning in a parts
washer is about all
you need.  The only
new parts required are
the felt washers used
to seal the shaft ends.
These felt washers 1”
OD - 3/8” ID - 1/4”
thick are part number
95571A482 available
from mcmaster.com.
(photos by W. Parsons)

BBeelltt  IIddlleerr  OOvveerrhhaauull

Waiting at the busy California Highway 126 grade crossing, railroad escort Jared Bissen chats with Doug Gentles while excursion
coordinator Bill Schertle anticipates the arrival of the remaining motorcars to continue the trip to Piru, California. (Wayne Parson
Photo)
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shoes. Mentoring by permission only. Hyrails wel-
come. Trip fee of $50.00 includes railroad fees.  . Ex-
cursion coordinator, Leland Stewart 210-863-5397
(cell)
Mar 1 - 2 - GA posted 12/05
Heart of Georgia/Hog West Railroad
Saturday Preston to Cordele RT 100 miles. Sunday
Richland to Chattahoochee River. RT 56 miles.
$125.00 SERO Affiliate Will Thompson 229-723-
8231  .
Mar 8 - 9 - GA/TN posted 11/20 FULL - waiting
list
Georgia Northeastern RR & Tennessee Valley RR
First Narcoa excursion on these combined railroads.
Travel through the ‘eye’ of the famous L & N Hook
and Eye loop. Only two loops in the US. Reflector-
ized vest required. $200.00 to Atlanta Railcar Trans-
portation c/o Bobby Moreman, 3520 Cold Spring
Lane, Chamblee, Georgia 30341 (770) 457-6212  . 
April 12 -13 - PA posted 10/10
Southwest Pennsylvania Railroad
Confirmed date for planning. Appalachian Rail Ex-
cursions. John Gonder
May 9 - 11 - NY posted 12/12
Saratoga and North Creek RR
Out of North Creek, NY. Confirmed date for planning
purposes. Great trip with added mileage up to the
mine and full length of the line, night run planned.
Details to follow Mid Atlantic Motorcar Association,
Craig W. Hartman, E.C.
May 17 - PA posted 10/10
Allegheny Valley Railroad 
New Kensington to Pittsburgh & return. Confirmed
date for planning. Appalachian Rail Excursions John
Gonder 
May 17 - NV posted 10/02
Virginia & Truckee Railroad
Pacific Railcar Operators - Fee $75. EC Steve Paluso.
.
Jun 5 - 8 - MI posted 12/24 Full. Waiting list
Started
Great Lakes Central Railroad Great Lakes Rail-
cars, Inc. hosting 238 miles between Cadillac,
Petoskey, & Traverse City, MI. Excursion fee
$500.00 Mike Ford, E.C.  .
Jun 11-13 - CO posted 12/28
San Luis & Rio Grande RR

Dec 29 - 31 - WA posted 11/11
Mount Rainier Scenic, Ballard Terminal and
Meeker Southern RR’s   PRO is sponsoring the fol-
lowing rides; Day 1, MRSR 60 mile RT. Day 2, BTR
Maltby Hill 28 mile RT Day 3, Meeker Southern 10
mile RT. Cost for all three days $120.00. 15-car limit,
Contact either S. Healy; or T. Wade; Send checks to
S. Healy, 19740 SE 277 Street, Covington, WA
98042  
Dec 31 - Jan 1 - KS - posted 11/27
South Kansas and Oklahoma RR
Weather permitting we will have another one of our
New Years Eve rides out of Carona, KS. Exact rout-
ing is yet to be determined but we will be starting in
Carona, KS and expect to be able to ride about 80
miles on New Years Eve and Day. Cost is $20.   or
contact EC Mark Springer 316-721-4804 after 7 pm.
Dec 31 - Jan 1 - NC - posted 10/22
Great Smoky Mountains RR
Our New Years run is back! Run the entire line (52
miles) over a two day period regardless of what the
weather is! Sign-up fee includes a gala New Years
Eve buffet dinner party. There is a limit of 30 cars,
sorry no mentoring on this run. Tom Falicon, EC
828-488-8063, 
Jan 4 - 5 - CA posted 09/23
Skunk line, California Western RR
Motorcar Operators West starts the New Year right
with an overnight trip from Willits to Fort Bragg.
Fee$165. E C Glen Ford + Dave Balestreri. Narcoa
insured excursion through the reconstructed tunnel.
Send check to Dave Balestreri, 2320 “E” street ,
Sacramento, 95816. Cell 916 531 7536.  . 
Jan 11 - GA posted 10/28
Blue Ridge Scenic Railroad
Blue Ridge, GA to Ellijay, GA and McCaysville, GA
(subject to change due to track work) - Approx 56
miles round trip. Supper stop in McCaysville. $5.00
per car active Blue Ridge Scenic Railroad Volunteers.
All others $10.00 per car. Please call or email EC
Carl Hymen 706-455-0492 to if you plan on attend-
ing. Set on at 11:30 AM at Davenport Wood Yard and
Safety Briefing at 12:00 Noon.
Feb 8 - 9 - TX posted 09/28
Border Pacific Railroad (former Missouri Pacific)
Railroad Partners, Inc. 60 RT miles between Penitas
and Rio Grande City each day. Track parallels the
Mexican border along the Rio Grande River. Sturdy
shoes and long pants required. No shorts or tennis

Please submit all excursions and ads directly to
webmaster@narcoa.org

These announcements are condensed fromthe NARCOA website, which
should be consulted for the most up to date information.

NARCOA Excursions
as of December 30, 2014
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trip between Ashley, In and Coldwater, MI. Excur-
sion Fee $275.00 (includes 1 night lodging). Mike
Ford, E.C.  .
Oct 11 - 12 - WV posted 11/02
West Virginia Central RR
Fall Foliage Trip, Elkins. Confirmed date. Planning at
this time. Watch for full announcement before trying
to register. John Gonder
EExxccuurrssiioonnss  HHeelldd  OOnn  AA  RReegguullaarr
BBaassiiss

Jan 01, 2013 - Feb 01, 2014 - TX
Capital Metro Transportation
Railroad Partners, Inc. will host NARCOA motorcar
runs from Llano, TX to Scobee Spur, TX – Approx.
54 miles RT. or McDade, TX to near Giddings, TX –
approx 23 miles RT on various dates. Additional in-
formation at RPI website. Contact Leland Stewart
10057 Palomino Canyon Converse, TX 78109 210-
863-5397 cell
Feb 1, 2013 - Jan 31, 2014 - PA
Northern Central Railroad
Excursions on the Northern Central Railroad from
New Freedom, Pa to York, Pa on various dates. E.C.
Dean L. Grote call 717-637-7647 or e-mail for de-
tails. 
Feb 1, 2013 - Jan 31, 2014 - PA
Stewartstown Railroad
Excursions on the Stewartstown Railroad from New
Freedom, Pa to Stewartstown, Pa on various dates.
Northern Central Railcar Association E.C. Dean L.
Grote call 717-637-7647 or e-mail for details.
Feb 1, 2013 - Jan 31, 2014 - GA
Heart Of Georgia–West Railroad
Southeast Railcar Operators, Inc. will be having
NARCOA Motor Car runs and work days on the
HOG West Railroad from Richland, Ga. to Omaha,
Ga. on various dates. Contact Will Thompson E.C.
229-723-8231 Home or 229-359-5701 Cell Or Larry
Crowe, E.C., Home 229-776-5882, Cell 229-326-
3736. 
Feb 1, 2013 - Jan 31, 2014 - GA
Cater Parrott Railnet
SERO will be having motorcar car runs on the Cater
Parrott Rail net from Valdosta to Willacoochee on
various dates contact Will Thompson E.C. Home
229-723-8231 or Cell 229-359-5701
Jan 1, 2014 through Feb 1, 2015 - TX
Capitol Metro Transportation
Railroad Partners, Inc. will host NARCOA motorcar
runs from Llano, TX to Scobee Spur, TX – Approx.
54 miles RT. or McDade, TX to near Giddings, TX –
approx 23 miles RT on various dates.  . (EC) Leland
Stewart 10057 Palomino Canyon Converse, TX
78109 210-863-5397, (EC) Frank Glatzl 907 No.
Riviera Circle Cedar Park, TX 78613 512-918-2412 

The First Iowa Division is hosting a 3-day ride on the
San Luis & Rio Grande Railroad at Alamosa, Col-
orado. Mileage for this excursion is approx. 300
miles and the cost is $250 per car. EC for this ride is
Len Jones, 6065 Del Paz Dr., Colorado Springs, CO
80918 719-244-2888  .
Jun 13 - 14 - WA posted 12/21
Dayton Depot 
Non-Narcoa event - Annual fundraiser ride for the
Dayton Depot in Dayton, WA. Rides to the general
public sold to raise money. We will go to Prescott,
WA on Friday and give several short rides on Satur-
day. Event in conjunction with an antique car show.
Insurance provided by the museum. Limited open-
ings. Register with Bud Mills 509-382-2893
Jun 22 - 29 - MB posted 12/24 Full. Waiting list
Started
Hudson Bay Railway
North Central Railcars, Ltd. hosting 1,150 mile, 8-
day trip, between The Pas and Churchill, MB. Dates
listed for planning purposes. Details to follow when
finalized. Mike Ford, E.C. 
Jul 2 - SK posted 12/24 Full. Waiting list Started
Torch River Rail
North Central Railcars, Ltd. hosting a 104 mile trip
between Nipawin and Choiceland. Will run the line
twice, includes 1,800’ trestle. Date is for planning
purposes. Details to follow when finalized. Mike
Ford, E.C. 
Jul 4 - 5 - SK posted 12/24Full. Waiting list Started
Big Sky Rail, Ltd. 
North Central Railcars hosting a 2-day, 208 mile trip
between Macrorie - Beechy and Macrorie – Elrose.
Excurison Fee $200.00. Mike Ford, E.C.  .
Jul 7 - 11 SK posted 12/24Full. Waiting list Started
Great Western Rwy, Fife Lake Rwy, Red Coat
Road and Rail
North Central Railcars, Ltd. hosting a 5-day, 600
mile trip (1-set-on) in southwest Saskatchewan. Ex-
cursion Fee $650 (includes 2 nights lodging). Mike
Ford, E.C.  .
Jul 14 - 15 - SK posted 12/24
Great Sandhills RailwayFull. Waiting list Started
North Central Railcars, Ltd. hosting a 2-day, 260
mile trip between Cantuar and Burstall. Excursion fee
$225.00 Mike Ford, E.C.  .
Jul 19 - 20 - WV posted 11/18
West Virginia Central RR
Elkins - Great train race with Cass Scenic and WVC
Salamander trains plus Picnic at Spruce. Confirmed
date. Still planning. Watch for registration to open.
John Gonder/ Appalachian Rail Excursions LLC
Aug 22- 24 -IN/MI posted 12/24
Indiana Northeastern Railroad
Great Lakes Railcars, Inc. hosting 2-day, 150 mile
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NARCOA does not guarantee, certify or warrant that any mechanical equipment, modification, solution or device described in articles
or advertisements in The SETOFF are safe or suitable for any members’ needs or purposes.  Technical articles are provided for members’
consideration only.  Readers are advised to do their own due diligence to determine the safety and suitability of any such equipment,
modification, solution, or device for their purposes, and are advised to seek outside expert advice.

If you are a supplier of motorcar parts, and wish to be included here,
please contact setoff@neo.rr.com.  No endorsement is made of the
products, services, or vendors.  All listings are for NARCOA mem-
bers’ consideration only, and are at the discretion of the Editor.

Suppliers
Atlantic Rail Cars / Warren Riccitelli, warren.riccitelli@verizon.net 39 Jacksonia Drive, North Providence, RI
02911 phone: (401) 232-0992 Fax: (401) 231-7073.  Brake Shoes, brake liners, and brake parts for most cars.

Carey Boney, careyboney@embarqmail.com or 1605 Powers Road, Wallace, N C 28466 phone (910) 285-7489.
Engine & Carburetor gaskets - RKB Twin engine set.  

Brown Railroad Equipment / Dan Brown, www.brownrr.com.  4  Amersham Court, Glen Carbon, IL  62034.
(618) 797-5484.  The entire remaining Fairmont factory inventory of motorcar parts was bought by Brown when
Fairmont stopped making speeders in the early 1990’s.  Web site has NOS inventory look up by part number.
Over 200 cars for sale.  

Railroad Motor Car Resource Library / Doug Cummins, rrstuff@hawaiihost.us 1146 W. 27th St. Independ-
ence, MO 64052-3222.  Library of rail motorcar manuals, performance sheets, parts lists, maintenance instruc-
tions.  

H&H Mfg Co. hhimaparts@aol.com (707) 887-7181 Full service machining shop and manufacturing of after-
market Fairmont parts. Large supply of new and used Fairmont and Onan parts including transmissions, en-
gines, brakes, and drive sprockets.  Frame and aluminum door and side panels. Assorted motorcar project cars
for sale

Tom Falicon Raildawg@gte.net 1227 Sawmill Creek Rd, Bryson City, NC 28713 ph: 828-488-8063 after six.
Fairmont Billet Shift Knobs.

Fredericksburg Shops:email fredshops@earthlink.net or on the web at www.fredericksburgshops.com.  Lo-
cated at 209 Creamery Rd., Fredericksburg, Ohio 44627, phone:  (330)465-0713 2PM-6PM EST.  Newly man-
ufactured motor car parts and accessories.  Many original producers identified, and their parts are again for sale.
Shop also does car repair.  Formerly Les King & Company.

L&Speeder Repair and Restoration: email heatmor@itctel.com 17504 438th Ave., Henry, SD  57243 phone
(605) 532-3470.  Custom motorcar trailers - will build to your specifications.

Dave Myers at: dave@redspeeder.com or 928-380-7056  MT-19 Temporary Axle splint.  Fairmont transmission
sprockets, and special sprockets of interest when re-powering a car with non-Onan engines.

Tom Phair tom@phairs.net phone (925) 820-4159  Complete line of the David Clark Company Intercom sys-
tems and railroad type Motorola Radios; new double chain sprocket kits, large inventory of NOS Fairmont parts.
Some motorcars for sale.

Model T Coils for 2 cycle cars. Improved design for Model T ignition coils for all Fairmont 2-cycle motorcar
applications. These coils are built inside of a sealed plastic weatherproof case with the proper wiring clips to
match the timer clips. These are top quality USA made and will work on either a 6 or 12 volt system.  No bal-
last resistor is required. $110 each, plus $10 shipping by priority mail. Randy Rundle, Fifth Avenue Antique
Auto Part,  415 Court Street,  Clay Center, KS  67432  (785) 632-3450   www.fifthaveinternetgarage.com
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[[>>nnaarrccooaa__ccoommppaannyy__ssttoorree>>]]

NARCOA Lanterns
NARCOA has received another order of
Trainman's lanterns produced by Star Head-
light and Lantern. They are model 292 fea-
turing a bright halogen lamp along with a
conventional bulb. A standard 6 volt lantern
battery is required (not included). The body
is orange plastic with the NARCOA name,
motorcar logo, and "Safety First" imprinted.
The lamps are effective for night signaling,
and make great presentation items for our
railroad hosts. Cost is $29.00 each plus $5.00
shipping for the first lantern and $1.50 s/h for
each additional lantern per order. Shipping is
free on case lot orders of 12 lanterns. 
Make your check payable to NARCOA  and
mail to Jeff Levengood. 2189 Oak Tree Dr.
Dover, OH 44622   (330) 343-3407

Reproduction Fairmont Data Plates - These plates fit on the
engine cover. They are correct for late 1930's to late 1960's cars. M9
M14 M19 S2 ST2 A3 A5 59C - maybe others. $6.00 per plate except
Membership plate which is $3.00. Include SSAE with one stamp for
each plate (Three Plates per envelope maximum) to: Richard C. Ray,
5 Hemlock Place, Randolph, NJ 07869 All Profits go to NARCOA -
Make checks out to NARCOA. ray_r@rocketmail.com

Please note: each item is shipped from the person in charge of that
particular product.

Profits from Company Store sales go to NARCOA.

Wheel Inspection Tools -The clear plastic wheel profile is necessary
to determine if the wheel is flat, thin in the flange area, or has wear be-
tween the flange and the flat section of the tread.  Use the wheel pro-
file as your first step in diagnosing “hunting” on the rails.  Use two of
the clear plastic wheel profiles to determine track gauge.   The stain-
less steel  caliper is necessary to determine if you have the required
1/8” minimum wheel thickness.  One plastic wheel profile is $11 in-
cluding s/h.  Two plastic profiles are $17 including s/h.  Stainless steel
wheel calipers with laser printing (they’ll outlast your grandson!) are
$30 each including s/h.  One plastic profile and one stainless steel
wheel caliper go for $35 including s/h.  Two plastic profiles and one
stainless steel wheel caliper caliper are the best combination for $40 in-
cluding s/h.  The new calipers have a bold mark at the 1/8” minimum. 
Make your check payable to NARCOA, and mail to Warren Riccitelli,
39 Jacksonia Drive, North Providence, RI 02911  E-mail questions to:
warren.riccitelli@verizon.net


