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I am a 1983 MT19 motorcar, in a small town in northern California.  I am housed near the Butte County 
RR Line and near the Feather River WP Line.  I was patiently waiting in the backyard for the next ex-
cursion. The first week of November 2018 was very warm and windy; autumn was parched. At approxi-
mately 7:00 am, on the 8th my operator, Terry, noticed a large black, and orange, billowing cloud rising 
into the sky over the next ridge, to the east.  

At about 9:30AM, Terry’s wife Lisa, packed up the three dogs, some essen-
tials and left for the nearest big town, Chico. A drive that would normally take 
30 minutes, would take her 6 hours that day. Approximately 27,000 residents 
of Paradise and the surrounding areas were all trying to evacuate down any 
one of only 3 escape routes. 

In the meantime, Terry noticed the auto business down the street had begun 
to burn. He saw propane tanks with their safety valves whistling, and flames 
shooting into the air. Some were exploding with loud booms. He walked 
across the street to see if there was anything he could do to help with the 
houses that were burning. 

At about 11:00AM my yard was beginning to burn on the south perimeter 
of the property. The fire is progressing through the entire backyard, consuming everything in its path; 
RV’s, sheds, and vehicles all turning to rubble. Over the next 6 hours, Terry anxiously worked to save 

me. He was pushing me from one side of the yard to another. At one 
point the fire was coming down the fence line toward our house. The 
fire hydrant in front of the house was not producing any water. Terry 
came across two gallons of antifreeze and desperately poured it down 
the last two posts next to our house. At that point the heat was so hot 
that two windows were melting. It was raining sparks of fire. Terry got 
one of those in his back pocket, which he found very quickly. 

We heard there were 5 helicopters overhead, with water bags dump-
ing on houses already burning. One of them saw us in our inferno. The 
pilot opened up one of those on me. It felt like it rained for five min-
utes!  If it wasn’t for that pilot, Terry and I were going to have a much 
bigger problem.  I’ve never seen a fire so hot. 

I remained alone…in the burnt-out yard. I wasn’t sure if this was the 
end of the line. All around 
me it looked like a war 

zone.  Terry and Lisa finally returned after three months. Out 
of a neighborhood of approximately 300 homes, only 10 still 
stand. Now there are just 3,000 residents of Paradise, where 
previously there had been 27,000. The Camp Fire is behind 
us now. Countless dump trucks roll everywhere in our little 
community carrying away the remnants. Each day brings new 
growth and fresh hope.  I’m happy to have survived and am 
waiting for my next adventure with Terry, Lisa and Sparky!

Camp Fire Survivor
By Terry DeCottignies
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From The Editor
Robin Douglas

Continued on Page 5  

Greetings to all of you great NARCOA members and our many friends of 
the NARCOA organization.  It has been a privilege to serve as your president 
for the last four years.  You are served by a very dedicated leadership team 
including all the board officers, area directors and committee chairman and 
committee members.  Also, we must never forget our great support staff from 
our SETOFF editor, webmaster, mentoring manager, to our election/operator 
certification/store manager, just to name a few of the many member volunteers who have stepped 
up to the plate to serve.  The NARCOA organization is very fortunate to have a first-class team 
of excursion coordinators willing to provide the necessary efforts to achieve very safely directed 
excursions for you to enjoy.

A special highlight for me, just a few years ago, was NARCOA passing the 30-year "mile mark-
er."  This was a monumental achievement to pass on the rails to a successful future, and speaks so 
well of the many volunteer leaders that have served our organization in years past.  We should all 
give a big round of applause for the contributions and unselfish efforts they have all made.

There is always a full listing of subjects that must be kept on the leadership’s agenda.  Safe excur-
sion operation must be a top item followed by seeking new host railroads which will help to attract 
new members and provide satisfaction and enjoyment to our membership.  Methods for thanking 
our current host railroad partners must be constantly explored.  Social media changes will not 
go away and we must also deal with their constant leadership challenges. How we communicate 
with our membership must also respect the nearly daily changing methods our electronic devices 
provide.  I also foresee a future ongoing discussion concerning 
how we as members finance our organization as the cost of 

The excursion season has been busy and is near-
ing its end. Now's a great time to write up your 
thoughts and look for the photos that captured the 
moments you enjoyed.  Send them to your faith-
ful editor because I can only make a few trips my-
self...but I love to hear all your stories.  The annual 
meeting is coming soon, so be sure to make con-
tact with your area director if there is an issue you 
want considered.  Thanks for your support.

In This Issue
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Membership in NARCOA, which includes 
a subscription to The SETOFF, is $38 per 
year, and is available from the Membership 
team at the address below.  Please send your 
check made out to NARCOA to:

NARCOA
P.O. Box 9035 Cincinnati, OH 45209

membership@narcoa.org

All subscriptions and address changes must 
be sent to NARCOA at that address.  

All materials for publication must be sent 
to the SETOFF Editor (master of time, 

space and ink).
Materials received by the 15th of even num-
bered months will appear on the 1st of the 
next odd numbered month subject to editing 
and available space.  Please include your 
e-mail address and phone number.  Elec-
tronic submissions are preferred.  Text files 
must have either .doc, docx or .txt exten-
sions.  Photo files must be high resolution 
with .jpg extensions.  All materials are ar-
chived and not returned.  We cannot reprint 
copyrighted material without written autho-
rization and/or proper attribution.  
Letters to the Editor must be signed and in-
clude an e-mail address or phone number 
for authentication.  All such letters may be 
printed as discussed in the NARCOA policy 
book.
For more information about NARCOA, 
the safe legal operation of motorcars,  or to 
find NARCOA affiliates located in Canada, 
the United States, and Mexico, please see: 
www.narcoa.org
© Copyright 2019- NARCOA.  All rights 
reserved.  Reproduction, by any means, in 
whole or part, by any party, is strictly pro-
hibited.

ON THE COVER:   
The excursion takes a morning break beside 

the Pilsbury silo near Sugar City on the Eastern 
Idaho Railroad  Photo by Robin Douglas
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Ross Baxter

AREAO
N
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President's message, continued 
doing business escalates.  Now 
the base platform of all the 
above, and the bottom line goal 
of EVERY NARCOA MEM-
BER must be to do everything 
possible, both on and off the 
rails, to protect our most im-
portant asset, that being, our 
valuable insurance coverage.

Once again, I thank each 
and every one of you for your 
fine support and readiness 
when asked to complete an im-
portant task.  It is a privilege to 
join the long list of past pres-
idents and as they were very 
helpful to my leadership po-
sition, I will gladly return the 
favor and help when and where 
needed to keep NARCOA safe-
ly traveling the rails into the fu-
ture.

Many thanks for your support,
Bob and First Lady, Laurie 

Knight

2019 NARCOA
ANNUAL MEETING

Friday, Sept 27th and
Saturday, Sept 28th

Sheraton - Chicago O'Hare

Airport hotel 60018
This meeting is open to all NARCOA members.  Any members wishing 
to address the Board or add items to the Agenda must contact the current 
President, Bob Knight at (815) 786-3096 or e-mail railbuff@indianvalley.
com  

To secure a room at the NARCOA rate, contact Bob Knight at (815) 
786-3096 or e-mail railbuff@indianvalley.com  

Please note, the cut-off date for room reservation was Friday, August 
16th, 2019 for this year’s rate of $153.00, plus taxes.

Good day to everyone in 
Area One. First, I am happy 
to announce that I have been 
elected president of this great 
organization and will strive to 
do my best to lead us all into a 
successful year. My goals will 
be to increase safe operations, 
membership, host railroads, 
and promote professionalism 
at all levels. I would also like 
to thank Bob Knight for his 
years of service as President. 

Second, here in the northeast 
we had a nice excursion on the 

Finger Lakes Railroad in ear-
ly August. It has been several 
years since NARCOA had a 
run on these tracks and we are 
very glad for the opportunity to 
return. I would like to express 
my thanks to all those who 
were involved in bringing this 
together. We look forward to 
a long-term relationship with 
this railroad and many more 
exciting excursions in the near 
future. 

Third, I would like to remind 
everyone that there is no such 
thing as an abandoned railroad. 
Someone, somewhere, owns 
every piece of track that you 
could ever consider riding on. 
Ownership is further compli-
cated by leases, agreements, 
operating rights, who maintains 
the track and ultimately who op-
erates trains there. This can all 
get very complicated very quick-
ly. The reason I am bringing this 
up is almost every year someone 
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AREA

Bob Knight

SIX

places their motorcar on some 
track and rides on a section…of-
ten alone. Perhaps they got a ver-
bal ok from a railroad employee 
or volunteer, however, there are a 
lot of potential problems to con-
sider. 

More than likely that nice per-
son who said ok has no authority 
to do so. The operator could be ar-
rested for trespassing. If they had 
an incident such as a derailment 
and were injured, who would 
help them? What if a train came 
unexpectedly? What if there was 
an incident at a road crossing? 
NARCOA insurance would not 
cover their improper use of track-
age and neither would the rail-
road’s or personal insurance. If a 
member gets caught, they will get 
points from NARCOA and could 
possibly face a year’s suspension 
from all excursions. There are nu-
merous other possibilities all with 
potential bad outcomes. It is sim-
ply not worth it so just DON’T 
DO IT!

Until next time, be safe but en-
joy what we do. 

Ross Baxter

about several interesting items 
taking place in our area.  First, 
by your voting action, you have 
elected member, Dale Brix, from 
Assumption, Illinois to become 
your next area director effective 
at the annual meeting this Sep-
tember 27th. With this change, I 
do want to thank all of you that 
have been so very supportive 
during my tenure and know Dale 
will be a great asset to NARCOA 
and our area 6.

Speaking of Dale and the annu-
al meeting, we both invite you to 
come and attend the 2019 annual 
membership meeting which will 
be held at the Sheraton Suites 
Chicago O’Hare hotel located 
at 6501 Mannheim Road, Rose-
mont, Illinois starting at 8AM 
Friday, Sept 27th.  All members 
are invited to attend.

Next on a positive note, we wel-
come a new member, Jeff Sines, 
from Two Harbors, MN.  Wel-
come Jeff and we hope to see you 
on the rails soon.

Thanks to Great Lakes Affiliate 
president, Richard Dunton, an-
other important event took place 
a few weeks ago.  Richard made 
arrangements for a short motorcar 
excursion on the Coopersville & 
Marne Railway for the editor of 
the Wall Street Journal who is writ-
ing an article featuring NARCOA 
to be published soon.  The editor, 
Mr. Ken Wells did enjoy the trip 
and appreciated the “first hand” 
experience.  This enabled him to 
take many photos, complete some 
additional interviews and should 
help him better express the mo-
torcar experience in his article. 

Last weekend, Operator Mentor-
ing Manager, John Becker and I 
had the opportunity to share the 
NARCOA experience with many 
individuals at the Illinois Rail-
road Museum located in Union, 
Illinois.  We both displayed our 
motorcars, created a lot of in-
terest and answered all the nor-
mal questions you are always 
asked.  It appears we also might 
have recruited several new mem-
bers.

Look forward to meeting and 
talking with you on the rails soon 
and do enjoy a safe motorcar season. 
 
Bob Knight
AREA

John Brown
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H

T

Fellow NARCOA members
Here it is August the 5th as I 

sit and write my column for the 
next Setoff.  Thanks to those that 

Greetings to all members of Area 
6 and members beyond.  This is a 
great opportunity to inform you
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voted for me to continue as Area 
8 Director but please, someone 
think of taking over in a couple 
of years.

Summer has arrived in Ontario 
with vengeance with temp up in 
the 34C (93F) to over 40C (104F) 
with the humidity factor includ-
ed. I must say many of the nights 
have cooled down to 18C (64F) 
which makes nice sleeping weath-
er. I do hate to have to install the 
window AC’s so I am glad for the 
cool nights.  My co-pilot Mike 
Laus and I were on Paul Crouse/
Gary Shrey’s Pennsylvania week-
end out of Northumberland and 
Sunbury on July 20 & 21. Yes, it 
was extremely hot with tempera-
ture in the 96 to 98 F, I am not 
sure what the humidity was but it 
was hot.

The North Shore Railroad had 
one of their signal maintainers 
meet our group at many of the 
major crossings between Nor-
thumberland and Berwick.  The 
gentlemen activated the signals 
for us which was a pleasure and a 
tremendous help getting through 
the towns along the line. Thanks 
to the NSR management.

I have not been on this run since 
2011 so was pleasantly surprised 
to do street running in Berwick 
instead of going to the Talen En-
ergy track which I understand has 
not been used for quite a while.  
Gary said we made great track 
time and were back at the seton 
in Northumberland by 2:30 PM.

With the heat Mike and I decid-
ed that we would forgo the great 
supper that the ladies at the Cen-
tral PA Chapter of the NRHS do 

for the group every year. Mike 
and I were just wanting to be in 
a place with AC.  No, my pickup 
truck doesn’t have AC.

On Sunday, we were on the 
Shamokin Valley Railroad and 
our group was manning the cross-
ings. My MT19 was about mid-
point in the group and I felt sorry 
for the flaggers that had to walk 
up from the rear. I heard we had a 
couple of cars drop out due to the 
heat which I can understand.  One 
of the participants was Bryan Ad-
ams from Ottawa, ON.  I must 
say that Mike and I did find the 
run on Sunday to be nicer as we 
were under the canopies of trees 
for most of the run. It was great to 
see Bryan a fellow Canadian on 
the run.  Thanks to the host rail-
roads and the two EC’s for a great 
weekend.

I hope to see some of you at 
the NARCOA annual meeting in 
Chicago in September and/or on 
the October West Virginia run or-
ganized by John Gonder.  Lastly, 
I urge you to exercise caution to 
avoid rear enders and to inspect 
your cars to prevent an unplanned 
turntable drop, both of which have 
caused incidents. When someone 
has an incident that means paper-
work for the EC, then the Chair-
man of the JC, then the JC com-
mittee and finally the NARCOA 
Board of Directors.  Let’s all do 
our part to keep it safe out there.

John Brown 

AREA

Leland Stewart  

N
IN

E
Summer is really living up to 

its reputation here in the South 
and West. It is still 100 degrees 
as I write this and the sun is al-
ready down. This is a good time 
to remind everyone to plan ahead 
when participating in hot weath-
er excursions. It is easy to forget 
that most of us are not acclimated 
to many hours of heat exposure. 
Make sure to have plenty of liq-
uids on hand and start to hydrate 
yourself (and your passengers) 
before the excursion starts. Re-
member, if you are in the heat 
and feel thirsty, you are already 
behind the hydration curve. Wear 
lightweight clothing preferably 
made from a breathable fabric.  
This includes safety vests which 
can be very hot and restrictive to 
good ventilation. 

Operators should pay attention 
to their passengers and be alert for 
signs of heat stress. Keep in mind 
that dehydration will also affect 
your level of alertness especially 
in the afternoon following lunch. 
A few preventative measures up 
front will help prevent heat stress 
and exhaustion that can quickly 
become an emergency medical 
issue.
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AREA

BILL ANDREWS

TEN

Some great runs are taking place 
in the hot, dry Northwest!  Nan-
cy and I hosted a PRO excursion, 
welcoming a group of super op-
erators and their guests on the 
Snake River Canyon.  We trav-
elled 144 miles of track on the 
round trip.  Weather was HOT 
with all of us downing a lot more 
water than usual. We are always 
grateful for the warm Watco wel-
come NARCOA receives there 
and on other Watco track. Joseph, 
OR was the next stop, with Guy 
Howard leading us up the beau-
tiful canyon through the excit-
ing Wallowa Mountains.  Fun 
and very popular, Joseph is a 
charming area with lot of favor-

ite summertime events.  When we 
arrived, many were celebrating 
Chief Joseph Days with a fine ro-
deo. Even though operators were 
courteous - no horns or bells— 
several horses were not as happy 
to see us as others.  

August offered the popular Coos 
Bay Railroad run under Guy’s di-
rection.  Always a hit with varied 
scenery, including sand dunes on 
the coast, the 245-mile round trip 
includes 3 swing bridges as well 
as 9 tunnels.  PRO offers this ex-
cursion 3 times a season, includ-
ing this year’s October Christ-
mas Toy run under my direction 
with Guy shepherding from the 
rear.  Plan to join us!

Area 10 welcomes new mem-
bers Frank & Leslie Petowski of 
the Tacoma, WA area.  They have 
a motorcar and are looking for-
ward to being mentored.  Area 10 
gets an additional rail opportunity 
this season, thanks to Bill Taylor 
and Bryan Adams; in September, 
they are reopening the Columbia 
Basin Run from Othello in cen-
tral WA.  PRO is excited to offer 
this track after a few years’ lapse.  

If you get the fever to wander, 
feel free to pack up and join us in 
the Northwest!

See you on the rails!
Bill Andrews

Location: Ontario 
Northland RR, Great 
Lakes excursion.

Monday, June 24th 
Photo and submis-

sion by Ken Caflisch 

Dale Brix, Brian Da-
vis & Tom Sopchak 
are seen in the review 
mirror as we wait for 
the group to bunch up 
somewhere on the Is-
land Falls Sub.  

I would like to welcome the fol-
lowing new members to NAR-
COA and Area 9: Tony Dreasher 
of Newton, KS, Terry Lee Vawter 
of Topeka, KS, and Tim Lester of 
LaMarque, TX. We look forward 
to meeting these new members 
and sharing this great hobby.

Be careful out there and I’ll see 
you soon.

Leland Stewart
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NARCOA 2019 elections have closed and the following are our leaders for the next year. 
1. Board of Directors
Area 1 – Ross Baxter (CT, MA, ME, NH, NY, RI, VT)

Area 2 – Mark North (DE, MD, NJ, PA) (re-elected)

Area 3 – Brian Davis (IN, MI, OH)

Area 4 – Jim Hopkins (AR, KY, NC, SC, TN, VA, and WV)  (succeeding Tom Stallings)

Area 5 – Bill Delmar (AL, GA, FL, MS, LA)

Area 6 – Dale Brix (IL, MN, and WI) (succeeding Bob Knight)

Area 7 – Carl Schneider (IA, ND, NE, SD)

Area 8 – John Brown (Canada & International) (re-elected)

Area 9 – Leland Stewart (CO, KS, MO, OK, TX, NM, UT)

Area 10 – Bill Andrews (AK, ID, MT, OR, WA, WY) (re-elected)

Area 11- Steve Paluso (AZ, CA, HI, NV)

2. Officers
The Board of Directors have elected the following officers who will be seated at the annual 
meeting: 

President – Ross Baxter (succeeding Bob Knight)

Vice President – Leland Stewart (succeeding Ross Baxter)

Secretary – Bob Hastings (reappointed for another year) 

Treasurer – Tom Norman (reappointed for another year) 

3.  Appointed positions:  Directors at Large and Committee Chairs will be announced at the 
annual meeting. 

4.  2019 NARCOA Annual Meeting

All members are invited and welcome to attend the 2019 NARCOA annual meeting!  The meeting 
is on Friday 27 September and Saturday 28 September at 8 am CDT daily.  The meeting location 
is the Sheraton Chicago O’Hare Airport Hotel, 6501 North Mannheim Road, Rosemont IL 65018.

Dan Page 

NARCOA Elections Chair

NARCOA Leadership Team for 2019 - 2020
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I want to keep my Onan CCKB engine for as long 
as possible. It is original to my MT-14, it was just 
refurbished, and I like the way it sounds. My main 
issue with the motor is that it does not have an oil 
filter and no apparent way to install one. Necessi-
ty is the mother of all creation, so I started con-
ceiving a way to install an oil filtering system. The 
Onan engine provides a full pressure oil feed that 
deadheads at the gauge.  Allowing that oil to flow 
through a filter and return to the sump via a bypass 
could be the solution. 

Oil bypass configurations are fairly popular with 
diesel truck owners as well as hot rod, custom car 
and marine applications.  Bypass filter adapters 
come in various configurations from different sup-

pliers; after some research I chose the Derale part 
# 25709. This is the key to the oil bypass system in 
my car. It allows a single inlet with two outlets.  

I didn’t want all of the oil to be pushed through 
the filter and not have enough backpressure to lu-
bricate the motor nor to give a false low pressure 

reading at the pressure gauge. 
The answer was to add restric-
tion to the filter’s outlet.  I chose 
a brass oil inlet restrictor with a 
.065” hole for the oil flow. These 
are commonly used when adapt-
ing turbochargers to car engines.  
Male and female threads on this 
one are 1/8” NPT.

Next up was a way to get the filtered oil back to 
the sump.  The dipstick tube is a bolt-on assembly, 
providing direct access to the crankcase. Adding a 
custom-made adapter underneath it allows a con-
nection to the filter without any modification of the 
aluminum Onan casting. 

I traced the outline of the oil dipstick tube base, and 
then explained to a machine shop that in addition to 
the large center hole and the mounting holes, there 
would also need to be an intersecting hole drilled 

and tapped 1⁄4” female NPT. I 
indicated which side it needed to 
come from and that I would be 
installing a 1⁄4” hose barb for the 
oil return.  Since the outside di-

ameter (major dimension) of the male thread on the 
barb fitting is .54” a piece of 1” plate was selected. 

Once the adapter plate was made, assembly was 
straightforward. Oil dipstick gaskets were ordered 
from Fredericksburg Shops to help with keeping the 
oil where it belongs.  New longer bolts with lock 
washers were used to pass through dipstick tube 
flange as well as the new oil return adapter plate.

The oil sump return looked like this less the oil 
return barb. The barb fitting was put in after the en-
gine was installed in the motorcar.... not wanting to 
have it broken off during installation. 

Onan CCKB Oil Bypass Filter Setup 

By Richard Hawkins
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The top left outlet port  
gets a 1⁄2” NPT x 1⁄4” hose 
barb. This is the feed to the 
oil pressure gauge.

These are the connections to the filter adapter. I used Teflon tape to seal all the threaded fittings. 

At the bottom left is the 
inlet port from the engine 
oil pump. It also gets a 1⁄2” 
NPT x 1⁄4” hose barb. 

The top right outlet port 
gets a 1⁄2” NPT x 1/8” NPT 
reducer bushing. The oil 
flow restrictor then threads 
into the bushing and then a 
1/8” NPT x 1⁄4” hose barb 
into that. 

The bottom right inlet 
port is closed by a plug that 
is supplied with the filter 
mount kit. 

 I added a section of aluminum angle to the 
motorcar, then bolted the filter assembly to it 
via the integral mounting holes.  Hoses were in-
stalled; stainless steel hose clamps made every-
thing tight. 

A WIX oil filter part # 51068 fit nicely on the 
Derale adapter; many screw-on interchangeable 
filters will also fit. About an extra quart of oil 
was added to offset the oil filter, filter mount, 
additional hose and be able to use the dipstick 
to check the oil level. 

Low idle pressure is about 15psi. High idle or 
track speed is between 20 to 25 psi.... depend-
ing on your track speed. 

Overall, I spent under $100 for parts, not 
counting the adapter plate and machine shop la-
bor. (If you’re handy with the right tools, you 
could probably make that yourself.)

Now I have the added security of filtration for 
the oil in my freshened, original Onan engine.  
I’m planning on enjoying many miles on the 
rails. 
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Excursion: PRO affiliate on 1-2 June, 2019
Location: Central Montana Railroad, Denton, Montana
Time: June 1-2, 2019
Photographer:  Philip Hopper

Run Information: The excursion was 
the latest one in the continuous 25-
year history of motorcar operations 
on the Central Montana Railroad. 
The weather was perfect, the 
wildlife prolific, and the track well 
maintained.  The railroad is noted for 
four long, high trestles and a 2,000 ft. 
long tunnel.  During the excursion, 
we traversed the railroad on 
numerous occasions. As in the past, 
the Excursion Coordinator provided a 
well organized and perfectly executed 
run on this exceptional railroad.
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NARCOA Company Store

NARCOA has combined everything into a one stop 
shopping location  

for all your NARCOA gear.  

To  place an order please contact  
Dan Page 6432 Mukai Ct. Huntington Beach CA 92647-6160

(714) 847-5906  dan.h.page@gmail.com   No Credit Cards please.   

NARCOA Items STILL AVAILABLE at our on-line store include:
NARCOA Safety Vest;
Reproduction Fairmont Data Plates;
Wheel Inspection Tools;
NARCOA Lanterns Trainman’s lanterns; 
and D cell x 4 battery adapter.

NARCOA 
Safety Tee Shirt

Enhance your visibility and 
display a professional safety 
attitude with this NARCOA 
safety T Shirt.  Made of a 
comfortable cotton/poly 

blend. 
Sizes M, L, XL, 2XL and 

3XL.  
$15 plus shipping.

NARCOA Name Badge
$15 plus shipping.

We now have NARCOA hats!  Safe-
ty yellow with reflectorized trim. 

One size fits all; embroidered with 
our logo.  $15 plus $5 shipping.

2019 Rulebook
Version 8.2 

Carry one with you!

Location: Dakota Southern Railroad
July 28, 2019
Photo and submission by Carl Schneider
On the First Iowa Division excursion we encoun-

tered a washout just east of Presho, SD. All of the 
ties were intact hanging from the rails, but the bal-
last was relocated south of the right-of-way.  It was 
fine for us, but there won't be any train traffic over 
this anytime soon.
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Our rail excursion adventure in our home province of 
Saskatchewan, Canada, spanned the week of July 8 to 
15, 2019. Here is a brief summary of our trip by the 
numbers:

1 MT14 L motorcar, 2 grandsons, 4 different railroads 
and set-ons, 7 days on the rails , 8 members of the group 
we had travelled with before, 18 motor cars (from 6 dif-
ferent Canadian provinces plus 12 American cars), 30 
excursion participants, 700 rail miles, 1026 trailering 
miles, infinite number of smiles and memories

Our excursion began 
early Monday morning 
on the Big Sky Rail, 
Ltd. through western 
Saskatchewan with our 
set-on point at Mac-
rorie.  The excursion 
participants received 
a windy, wild and wet 
welcome to Saskatch-
ewan!  The downpour 
caused a rain delay 
of about an hour, but 
that didn’t dampen our 

spirits and once the weather system passed we finished 
set on.  After our safety meeting, we were greeted by 
Perry Dyck, railroad representative, who joined us for 
the next two days.  Day one saw us travelling south to 
Beechy, with a midmorning break at Birsay Kitchen. The 
cafe served sau-
cer-sized cinna-
mon buns, freshly 
baked.  We did 
indeed receive a 
warm welcome. 
Along the way, 
some of the par-
ticipants had their 
first sightings of 
gophers/prairie dogs. From Birsay we proceeded to 
Beechy, turned the cars and returned to Demaine where 
we had lunch at the quaint hotel.  Following lunch, the 
return included a stop back at Birsay and then on to 
Marcrorie where we parked the cars on the track siding 
for the night. 

Day two we rode the rails from Marcorie to Elrose, 
with a midmorning break at Dinsmore.  At Dinsmore, 
we got to spend some time at their Museum and were 
served homemade muffins and jam by the museum vol-
unteers.  On our way we passed through a natural grove 
archway – beautiful and lush.  This leg of our journey 

was filled with wildlife; pelicans swimming in Orderly 
Lake, deer with velvety antlers grazing by the rails and 
a magnificent moose just happened to come up from the 
lake and proceeded to cross right in front of our car!  An 
owl flew beside our car for quite a distance and almost 
managed to hitch a ride.  It was definitely a back-to-na-
ture day. Total miles on Big Sky Rail - 210. 

Upon our return from Elrose, we loaded up the cars 
and travelled to our next destination in west central 
Saskatchewan – Great Sandhills Railway. Wednesday 
morning, July 10, we set on at Cantaur, west of Swift 
Current, where the 
group received an-
other special Sas-
katchewan welcome 
– hordes of ravenous 
mosquitoes wait-
ing in the tall grass 
ready to feast!!!!  
Leo Pellerin, CEO 
of Great Sandhill, 
and Gerald Poh, Track Maintenance Supervisor, wel-
comed the group, and joined us on our trek.  We trav-
elled to Leader with a morning break at Cabri, and then 
a pizza lunch served trackside at Lemsford (courtesy 
of Great Sandhills Railway).  Once we reached Leader, 

Canadian Summer
Making Miles of Memories in Our Own Backyard

By Wayne & Deanna Wilson
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the cars were turned around and parked for the night.  
The group spent the night at the Leader Inn; however, 
since we were only 12 miles from our farm, we returned 
home for the night.  

Thursday, July 11th saw us return to Cantaur – this 
time with a brief pit stop at Lemsford and a lunch stop 
at the Cabri Hotel. Total miles on the Great Sandhills 
Railway - 180.

Friday morning, July 12, found us in the southwest 
part of the province at Shaunavon with the Great West-
ern Railway, which has been a staunch supporter of 
NARCOA over the years.  Pat Kushniruk, the superin-
tendent of Track Maintenance and Repair, has been in-
volved with the excursions for several years, and always 
provides interesting tidbits about the history of the area.  
Our Friday destination was Ponteix with a midmorning 
pit stop at  Cadillac.  We saw turtles soaking up the sun 
lazing on the rocks, plenty of kamikaze gophers running 
the rails with us, bush rabbits, deer, antelope and even 
llamas gathered along the fence line to watch us passing 
by.  At Ponteix we turned the cars around and enjoyed 
a buffet lunch at Splitter’s Bar.  We had a heavy rain on 
the way back to Shaunavon, so we unanimously agreed 
to forgo the afternoon stop and kept motoring. 

On Saturday morning we travelled eastward toward 
Consul, with a midmorning break at the Dinsmore Fire 
Hall.  We were treated royally with snacks and tours 

of the fire hall, plus a chance to chat with the towns-
people and firefighters.  From there we continued on to 
Consul where we turned our cars and enjoyed a special 
lunch prepared by Manley’s Cafe.  After lunch we again 
stopped at Dinsmore for a break and then arrived back 
at Shaunavon for set off.  Total miles on Great Western 
Railway – 224.

Sunday, July 14, was a travel day and we hauled our 
car east across the province for the Long Creek Railroad 
excursion at Estevan, stopping to visit family along the 
way.   Monday morning we were greeted by Lincoln, an 
engineer for Long Creek, who was our railroad repre-
sentative for the day. We motored to Tribune for a mid-
morning break at the community hall, turned the cars 
and headed back to Torquay for a barbecue burger lunch 
at Barley’s Bar and Grill.  Once back to Estevan it was 
time for us to load our motorcar, bid our farewells and 
return home to Eatonia, Saskatchewan. Total miles on 
Long Creek Railroad – 80.  To our EC extraordinaire, 
Mike Ford and Assistant EC,  Fred Lonnes, a heartfelt 
thank you for doing what you do. You’re the Best!!!

Our Saskatchewan prairies provided us with a breath-
taking vista showcasing flowering flax crops mimicking 
a sea of blue, yellow canola and mustard fields, white 
blossoming pea fields, tall heads of wheat and durum 
blowing in the breeze, fragrant alfalfa crops, plus len-
til crops hugging the ground...not to mention an abun-
dance of wildlife!

Riding the rails with our grandsons, hanging out with 

old friends from previous excursions and making new 
ones, visiting with townsfolk as we pass through the 
little towns, sharing meals along the way, discovering 
new horizons, enjoying the great outdoors, making 
memories – it’s a great hobby.  Life is Good.
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Motorcar Operators West offered a multi-day tour leading up to and over the Memorial Day weekend.  Part one 
was at the time-capsule Nevada Northern Railway in Ely with the second part in eastern Idaho, near the border 
with Wyoming and Montana.

Although the calendar said spring, in the remote high moun-
tains of Nevada it still looked and felt like winter.  A chilly se-
ton Tuesday night was a harbinger of the next day’s operation. 
The Nevada Northern is renowned for its historic steam oper-
ation including maintenance shops that have been unchanged 
since the 1950’s. When John Allmen and Rick Smith visited 
the Nevada Northern railroad museum, they came across the 
famous cat that lives in the engine house and shops. Rick 
said it was very friendly, and he knew exactly why its name 
is Dirt.  (Its grey color would normally be white.) 
In addition to tourist operations, they allow folks to 
work on or even operate NNR engines, for a fee of 
course.  But the hardy people of MOW, under the 
direction of EC Joe Schnyder, came to drive their 
own motorcars on the historic copper mining tracks.

John Martin ECiT, (Excursion 
Coordinator in Training), checking 
cars and people as he walks past 
Rick Smith’s A4E on a cool and 
slightly snowy day as they prepared 
to turn the cars at the end-of-track 
on the Adverse siding.  

A new NARCOA 
member Tom Griggs 
from Idaho was men-
tored by Joe Schnyder 
on the cold and wet 
rails.  Tom is a retired 
Union Pacific engi-
neer who worked on 

the track in Idaho Falls when it belonged to UP.  He told Joe, “it looks 
different from a motorcar than the cab of a locomotive.” 

After surviving the snow, the group headed north-
east to Idaho Falls to be greeted by rain.  It was in-
termittent, a bit heavy at times, but it never lasted 
very long.  Those of us in open cars pulled our cur-
tains closed and got the wipers going.  

Nevada Northern and Eastern Idaho Tour
By Robin Douglas

Photo by Joe Schnyder

Photo by Rick Smith

Photo by Tom Griggs

Photo by Rick Smith

Photo below by Tom Griggs

Photo by Dan Douglas 
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We were very fortunate that although there were storms all around us, we 
seemed to just skirt the edges of them and not get the heavy downpours we 
could see off in the distance. Occasionally the wind came up quite strongly, once making it impossible for a pop-
per to climb up the grade without some assistance. But when the sun broke through the views were marvelous.  

Our host and escort, Brian Morgan, was 
glad to have us on the WATCO proper-
ty as he got a welcome break from other 
duties. 

We traversed the Yellowstone Branch northward to 
Ashton and the East Belt branch from Orvin to New-
dale.  Along the way we crossed the Snake River and 
enjoyed the views of mountains, ranches and farms. 

Photo by Thorton Waite

Photo by Dan Douglas 

Photo by Dan Douglas 
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We passed a log home “factory” and looked up at historic log silos.

On Memorial Day before the safety 
meeting we honored those who gave 
their lives in military service for our na-
tion with some patriotic songs including 
the national anthem.  Bill Phoenix led 
us with his red trombone for which we 
were very grateful.

According to EC Joe Schnyder there were no 
incidents on the four days of operation, “and that 
was great with all the wet rail conditions we had.”  
He continued, “I also got started on the mentoring 
of a new EC in training John Martin from Wasco, 
California. Many of you know John and he is re-
spected for his knowledge of the motorcar engines 
and drivetrain. He is great to have around when 
a car quits running. We welcome John to the EC 
ranks and he will be a great asset to NARCOA.  
Thanks to all who attended and made it a safe and 
enjoyable excursion in Nevada and Idaho.”

Photo by Thorton Waite

Photo by Dan Douglas 

Photo by Dan Douglas 
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Over four days, we went on a 584-mile adventure 
through the wilderness of Ontario sponsored by Great 
Lakes Railcars.  Here are some moments along the 
way.

6/23- We are 
stopped for the 
morning break on 
the first day. At 
this point I was 
able to find out 
why the clutch 
stopped working 
on the car. The 

linkage on the clutch had failed. If you don’t have a 
spare, get one and carry it in your motorcar; it saved 
our trip! Repairs were made at Swastika at lunchtime.  

6/24- With 
the safety 
meeting com-
pleted at New 
Liskeard, ON 
we moved 
down and into 
the mainline 

switch to meet a northbound train.  My wife Moira got 
a friendly wave from the engineer. 

 6/24- After watching the headend of the train pass 
the motor car group, Excursion coordinator Mike Ford 
checks out the consist under his command as he walks 
back to his own car.  

6/26- Dale Brix & 
Moira Caflisch are 
sharing photos of 
their dogs as we take 
a break at Porquis, 
ON.

6/26- We take the 
siding at Swasti-
ka, ON to meet the 
northbound train 
#211 

It is always a treat 
when you get to 
meet trains on the 
trip.

6/26- Once again we find ourselves in the siding only 
4.8 miles south of Swastika at a siding called Jardine, 
ON. Two trains in less than 2 hours. The happy meter 
was pegged!

Ontario Northland
By Ken Caflisch
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How Did You Get Into the Hobby? 

Sue and I have been in model railroading for many years and extensively garden railroading since 2010. 
We’ve taken numerous excursion and passenger train rides throughout the US, Canada, Europe and 
Australia. I never dreamt that there would be another aspect of railroading that could add to our love for 
trains. Hesitant to jump into a new hobby (our garden railroad the TooMuchFunRailroad, garden railroad 
clubs and other commitments seemed to be enough of a time challenge for me), Sue convinced me that 
this was going to be a fun new hobby for us and wow, she was right as always!

Sue and I were fortunate to have the opportunity to buy Jim 
and Gayle Creasman’s (long time garden railroading enthusiast) 
MT-14 railroad maintenance vehicle, commonly referred to as a 
“speeder”. Unfortunately, Jim’s passing shorty thereafter didn’t 
allow us to talk with him about the intricacies and details of 
what we were soon to experience on our first speeder excursion 
on the Fillmore & Western Railway in Sothern California. 

After a successful test run of the speeder (I was not certified yet 
to drive so Jim’s friend Bill Schertle and a NARCOA certified 
mentor managed the task), we were hooked – good thing as we 
had already bought the speeder.

In April, after passing the mandatory written test, Bill men-
tored me on the Santa Cruz & Big Trees Railroad one-day 
excursion. What an experience driving a speeder through the 
forest, going through yards, switches, and down the middle of 
the road in downtown Santa Cruz! The main rule I was told is 
“follow the car in front of you and don’t hit them.” (Thanks 
Bill Taylor)  Safety is always the main objective.

Successfully completing my mentoring ride, I was allowed 
to drive our new speeder by myself and we quickly signed 
up for three more multi-day excursions – two in Oregon and 
one in Idaho. I have to admit; Sue was right and with each 
excursion we became more excited to take in all this new 
railroading adventure has to offer.

“Honey, I was talking with Jeff from the garden railroad club and he said we would have really a fun 
time participating in a speeder excursion.”
“Sue, I’m not sure what you’re talking about!”
“When you get home I’ll tell you all about my conversation with Jeff and “speeders.” I think we should 
look into buying one  

And the rest is history!

Sue with our new speeder named by Jim 
as Snoopy One on our test-run.
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I’ve been interested in model railroading all my life. My father started us kids off as toddlers, then, of 
course, I started our kids off.  I personally had been working on a Z-scale layout for about 10 years, then 
graduated to HO scale for a few years, but with aging goes the eyes so I passed the Z-scale on to my son 
and grandson, sold the HO.  It was time for something big enough to see. 

A few years ago, we had seen some speeders over at Boone, Iowa and just figured that this was going 
to be our next step.  We had talked with the area EC, Carl Schneider and a couple other folks.  After 
watching hundreds of “event” videos, we used the NARCOA website to find a speeder and just jumped 
in with both feet. 

I am a new NARCOA member as of a year ago. I purchased a Fairmont MT-14 speeder that was run-
ning and have been working on it for the 
past year.  It just needed a little “person-
alization” to make it fit our family.  I have 
gone through the license process, have pur-
chased the insurance for the current year, 
and am looking forward (nervously) to get-
ting mentored. 

The rest of the story is about to begin. The 
fight is on now to see if my wife, son, or 
grandson will be the first to ride. 

Jim Wilson

For all of us who love trains, speeder excursions are an amazing way to explore the behind the scenes 
of America.  Railroad speeder excursions allows one to see spectacular American/Canadian scenery that 
very few get to experience.

We have made many new friends and the people on excursions are helpful, enthusiastic and share a love 
for trains and railroading.  Our grandkids love going on excursions as well, and what a great way to get 
young people outdoors. 

Vic Thies

Before

After

CORRECTION
In the last issue on page 27, the peo-
ple in the Golden Spike re-creation 
photo were mis-identified. At left 

is Derek Stagg, on the right is Pete 

Stagg. The photographer was Terry 
Stagg (Son of Pete, father of Derek).  
The Editor deeply regrets this error.
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Sep 2 - WV posted 04/15 
West Virginia Central RR 
Come help a great cause. Feed the City in 
Elkins. Need eight cars to give rides for dona-
tions Last year this event went very well. No 
fee. Approx. RT miles each ride 2. For info 
contact John Gonder 724-244-7538.

Sep 6 - 7 - NH posted 07/22 
Conway Scenic Railroad 
Friday, Hazens to North Conway, approx. 62 
miles. Saturday, North Conway to Hazens, 
approx. 44 miles. 30 car limit. The $315 fee in-
cludes one Friday night accommodation. Reg-
istrations must be received by August 9th. EC 
for this NEREX excursion is Dan Peck.

Sep 6 - 8 - WA posted 07/12 
Columbia Basin RR 
PRO 185-mile trip over the Columbia Basin 
RR in central Washington.  Othello, Connell, 
Warden, Schrage and Wheeler. Set on in Othel-
lo. Fee $195. EC Bill Taylor and Bryan Adams.

Sep 14 - CA posted 01/15
Amador Central Railroad, RRCHS        
Recreational Railroad Coalition Historical 
Society rides for the Public from Lane’s 
Station, Ione CA, weather permitting. Contact 
Tom Correa 209-296-4356  

Sep 13 - 15 - CO posted 03/15  
Leadville, Colorado & Southern RR 
Rocky Mountain Division, Leadville, CO. 85 
miles approx. $100/three days, $55/one day. 
EC Jerry Geiger, 719-568-7966 

Sep 14 - OH posted 04/03 
Willard Trainfest 
Set on in Willard. Approximately 11-mile 
round trip after display at the annual Willard 
Trainfest. Fee is $30 and requesting 12 mo-
torcars to participate or more. NARCOA In-
surance, NARCOA / OVR rules. Contact Phil 
Linneat 740-294-7328.  

Sep 27 - 29 OR posted 04/11 
Joseph Alpenfest Excursion 
Motorcar Operators West excursion to Joseph 
on the scenic Joseph Branch rails with a day 
off to enjoy the world famous Alpenfest and 
other unique activities.  Space is limited. The 
run fee is $275. EC Dave Balestreri 
Sep 27 - 28 - IL posted 05/02
 
2018 NARCOA Annual Meeting 
Sheraton - Chicago O’Hare Airport Hotel, 
6501 Mannheim Rd, Rosemont, IL 60018. 
Meeting is open to all NARCOA Members. 
Any member wishing to address the Board or 
add items to the Agenda, or to secure a room at 
the NARCOA rate must contact President, Bob 
Knight.

Sep 28 - CA posted 01/15 
Amador Central Railroad, RRCHS
End of Summer Run   This is a NARCOA 
sanctioned run for motor car operators and 
their friends and family, not a ride for the 
public run.  Run Fee is $50. Contact Tom 
Correa 209-296-4356 

Please submit all excursions and ads directly to
webmaster@narcoa.org

The SETOFF downloads directly from the website
for the most current information.

NARCOA EXCURSIONS
as of August 24, 2019
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Oct. 4 - 5 - SD posted 02/24  
Black Hills Central Railroad 
First Iowa Division is hosting an excursion 
at Hill City. We will ride the line between 
Hill City and Keystone twice on Friday and 
four times on Saturday.  Roundtrip mileage is 
approximately 18 miles. Cost is $80.  EC Dave 
Voeltz.   

October 5 - 6 - VT posted 08/10 
Vermont Railway 
White River Junction, VT to Newport, VT 
and return, approx. 220 miles RT. Early 
seton Friday evening. 50 car limit. The 
$410 fee includes one Saturday overnight 
accommodation, dinner, breakfast and 
lunch. EC for this NEREX excursion is Tom 
Sopchak. 

Oct 12 - CA posted 01/15
Amador Central Railroad, RRCHS
Recreational Railroad Coalition Historical 
Society rides for the Public from Lane’s 
Station, Ione CA., weather permitting. Contact 
Tom Correa 209-296-4356    

Oct 12 - OK posted 04/03 
A-OK Railroad  
Oklahoma Railway Museum run out of 
McAlester to Howe.  Two days of running, 
approximately 142 total miles. Cost $60 per 
unit.  EC Drake Rice, 405-478-3225.  Details 
for ride will be available after August 1 and on 
the ORM website.

Oct 12 - 13 - AL posted 05/21 
Autauga Northern RR  
Saturday set on and run Prattville to Maples-
ville (75 RTM).  Sunday Prattville to Bill-
ingsley (50 RTM).  Fee $150 per car, 25 car 
limit.  Mentoring by permission.  SERO Affili-
ate.  EC’s Chris Thompson & Jonathan Blair. 

Oct 14 - OR - posted 07/01 
Mount Hood Railroad 
MHRR yard to Parkdale for lunch and back. 
42 miles. Send a $110 check made out to PRO 
to Richard Wilkins, 16513 NE 13th ST, Van-
couver, WA 98684. Include your email address 
and cell phone number. Deadline Oct 4th. 
Questions call 541-806-6400 or email.

Oct 17 - 20 - OR posted 08/03 
Coos Bay Railroad  
The first annual PRO “Teddy Bear Toy 
Express” from Vaughn, OR to Coquille, 
OR, 240 miles RT. Picking up toys from 
communities along the track in conjunction 
with the North Bend/Coos Bay Rotary Club. 
Join PRO in celebrating the great spirit of 
giving and adding to holiday joy for others. 
Bring new, unwrapped gifts for children of 
all ages. Spark arrestor, boots, hi-vis vest 
required. Mentoring on approval. The run fee 
is $500 per car, includes two dinners/gratuities 
at the “Toy Presentation Banquet” Saturday 
eve. Details upon registration. Download and 
complete run registration form, send along 
with fee to: EC Bill Andrews191 Azalea Drive 
Grants Pass, OR 97526 railsnrods@msn.com 
Cell 541-295-5631 Home 541-472-5153.

Oct 19 - MO posted 04/02 
Ft. Leonard Wood Army Base  
First Iowa Division is hosting an excursion at 
Ft. Leonard Wood.   Round trip mileage is ap-
proximately 40 miles. Cost is $50.  EC is Stu-
art Remmers.  

Oct 19 - 20 - WV posted 05/05 FULL - Wait 
List Started 
West Virginia Central  
Two days of fall foliage from Elkins. 170 rt. 
miles. Climb Cheat Mountain on Saturday 
and Tygart Jct. on Sunday. See our website for 
more info. EC John Gonder
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Oct 20 – 23 - AZ posted 03/22 
Grand Canyon Railway Excursion 
Motorcar Operators West – Begin the 135 rail-
mile excursion in Williams, travel to Grand 
Canyon National Park, explore the Canyon 
attractions and return to Williams on Oct 23. 
Excursion fee $895 includes two nights at the 
Kachina Lodge, national park and railroad 
fees. Excursion Coordinator Joe Schnyder at 
cell (623) 332-0238.

Oct 20 - MO posted 04/02 
Columbia Terminal (COLT) Railroad  
First Iowa Division is hosting an excursion 
between Columbia and Centralia.   Round trip 
mileage is approximately 100 miles for the 
day.  Cost is $50.  EC is Stuart Remmers.

Oct 21 - KS posted 03/29 
Midland Railroad 
First Iowa Division is hosting an excursion at 
Baldwin City.  Full details are being worked 
out and will be posted on the FID website as 
they are confirmed.  Round trip mileage is ap-
proximately 22 miles. EC is Stuart Remmers.  

Oct 25 - AZ posted 05/06 
Copper Basin Railway  
Motorcar Operators West. Hayden Arizona 92-
mile roundtrip $80. Joe Schnyder EC 623-332-
0238

Oct 26 - CA posted 01/15
Amador Central Railroad, RRCHS Pumpkin 
Run.  This is a NARCOA sanctioned run for 
motor car operators and their friends and 
family, not a Rides for the Public Run. Run fee 
is $50. Contact Tom Correa 209-296-4356

Nov 2 - IA posted 01/31
Boone & Scenic Valley Railroad First Iowa 
Division - Boone, IA.  We will ride the line 
from Boone to Wolf and return with three 

trips during the day and a night run.  Round-
trip mileage is approximately 22 miles. Cost 
is $30 plus membership in the Iowa railroad 
Historical Society ($25).  EC Carl Schneider.   

Nov 2 - 3 - NH posted 08/20 
New England Southern/Hobo Railroads 
The “Snowflake”, former B&M Branch over-
night excursion, Concord to Lincoln, Sat-
urday, return on Sunday. Approx. 140-mile 
RT. Includes overnight accommodation and 
catered dinner at Lincoln. 35 car limit. Fee for 
this weekend package $410. NEREX EC Gor-
dan Wallick. 

Nov 2 - 3 - OK posted 06/20 
Farmrail Railroad 
Oklahoma Railway Museum event on Farmrail 
out of Clinton. Two days total mileage approx. 
240.  $80.00 per unit.  Former Frisco and Rock 
Island Lines.  EC Drake Rice, 405-478-3225.  
Information to be posted on museum website.

Nov 9 - CO posted 08/24 
Colorado Pacific Railroad 
Come help Rocky Mountain Division celebrate 
reopening of the Towner Line in eastern 
Colorado. Roundtrip Haswell to NA Jct, 
total 124 miles. Set on Haswell.  Fee $50. 
EC Richard Reiff 719-543-7023 

Nov 9 - CA posted 01/15
Amador Central Railroad, RRCHS
Recreational Railroad Coalition Historical 
Society rides for the Public from Lane’s 
Station, Ione CA., weather permitting. Contact 
Tom Correa 209-296-4356 

Nov 23 - PA posted 05/05 
Southwest Pennsylvania RR 
Mt. Pleasant Toys for Tots run. Plan this 
date to help a great cause. Details soon. 
Appalachian Rail
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Nov 23 - PA  posted 07/01 
North Shore Railroad RR                       
Toys for Tots Christmas Ride, 86 miles 
RT of the North Shore Railroad from 
Northumberland, PA to Berwick, PA and 
return. As part of the fee for this ride, please 
bring at least one new, unwrapped toy for 
either a boy or a girl. The public will be 
invited to bring toys trackside and see your 
motorcars. Registration fee - $75.00 EC Larry 
Maynard (570) 337-3979 firefighter5@jlink.
net     centralpaexcurions.com
             
Nov 24 - PA  Posted 07/01
Union County Industrial Railroad                       
Ride 30 miles RT on the Union County 
Industrial Railroad from New Columbia, PA 
to Allenwood, PA to Winfield, PA and return. 
We will be stopping at an antique center. 
Registration fee - $40, EC Larry Maynard 
(570) 337-3979 firefighter5@jlink.net  
centralpaexcurions.com

Dec 7 - CA posted 01/15
Amador Central Railroad, RRCHS  
Christmas Toy Run. Two runs from Ione to 
Martel, daylight permitting.  Run fee is $25. if 
you bring a NEW, UNWRAPPED TOY/TOYS 
for our Kids in Amador County.   Contact Tom 
Correa 209-296-4356

Excursions Held on a Regular Basis

Feb 1, 2019 - Dec 31, 2020 - CA
Amador Central Railroad, RRCHS
RRCHS will be having NARCOA Motorcar 
runs open to all licensed and insured motorcar 
operators and work parties from Ione to 
Martell on various dates throughout the year 
for RRCHS members. Please contact EC Tom 
Correa 209-296-4356 for information and 
times/dates on the work parties and runs.

Feb 1, 2019 - Jan 31, 2020 - PA
Northern Central Railroad
Excursions on the Northern Central Railroad 
from New Freedom, PA to York, PA on various 
dates. E.C. Dean L. Grote call 717-637-7647 
or e-mail for details.

Feb 1, 2019 - Jan 31, 2020 - PA
Stewartstown Railroad
Excursions on the Stewartstown Railroad 
from New Freedom, PA to Stewartstown, PA 
on various dates. Northern Central Railcar 
Association E.C. Dean L. Grote call 717-637-
7647 or e-mail for details.

Feb 1, 2019 - Jan 31, 2020 - GA
Cater Parrott Railnet
South Eastern Railcar Operators, Inc. 
(SERCO) will be having motorcar car runs 
on the Cater Parrott Rail net from Valdosta to 
Willacoochee and from Madison to Newborn 
and from Barnesville to Thomaston on various 
dates. EC Frank Ahouse 229-886-4707

Feb 01, 2018 - Feb 1, 2019 - TX
Capitol Metro Transportation
Railroad Partners, Inc. will host NARCOA 
motorcar runs from Llano, TX to Scobee Spur, 
TX – Approx. 54 miles RT. or McDade, TX to 
near Giddings, TX – approx. 23 miles RT on 
various dates. (EC) Leland Stewart 210-863-
5397

Feb 01, 2019 - Jan 31, 2019 - GA
St. Marys Railroad
SERO will be having motorcar car runs on the 
St. Marys RR from St. Marys to Kingsland on 
various dates. Contact EC Jay Boggs 904-910-
5648
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Suppliers If you are a supplier of motorcar parts and wish to be included 
here, please contact the Editor.  No endorsement is made of the 
products, services, or vendors.  All listings are for members’ 
consideration only, and are at the discretion of the Editor.

Carey Boney, Careyboney@embarqmail.com or Carey Boney, 1605 Powers RD. , Wallace, NC 28466 phone 910-
285-7489. Engine parts for RQ,QBA,ROB,ODB, ROC and parts for F-4,C-5,F-6 and C-8 carburetors. Frame and 
some body parts.

Texas Track Car is offering reproduction Fairmont water hopper condensers in the two common sizes. These 
American-made units replicate OEM and are brand new construction.  Prices are $325 for the smaller RO/OD 
unit and $350 for the larger QB/RQ/RK unit.  $250 will reserve a unit with the balance due prior to shipping. Jeff 
Ford (806) 236-3673  We’re taking reservations for a production run through April 31st.

Railroad Motor Car Resource Library / Doug Cummins, doug@rrstuff.net   1146 W. 27th St. Independence, MO 
64052-3222.  Library of rail motorcar manuals, performance sheets, parts lists, maintenance instructions.  

H & H Mfg. CO. hhimaparts@aol.com (707) 887-7181   Full service machine shop and manufacturer of af-
ter-market Fairmont parts. Large supply of new and used Fairmont and Onan parts including transmissions, en-
gines, brake and drive sprockets. Frame and aluminum door and side panels. Assorted rail motorcar project cars 
for sale.

Fredericksburg Shops, fredshops@earthlink.net or  www.fredericksburgshops.com or 209 Creamery Rd., Fred-
ericksburg, Ohio 44627, phone:  330-465-0713 2PM-6PM Eastern time.  Newly manufactured motor car parts 
and accessories.  Many original producers identified, and their parts are again for sale.  Shop also does car repair.  
Formerly Les King & Company.

Model T coils for 2-cycle cars  Improved design Model T ignition coils for all Fairmont 2-cycle motorcar appli-
cations. These coils are built inside of a sealed plastic weatherproof case with the proper wiring clips to match the 
timer clips. These are top quality USA made and will work on either 6 or 12-volt applications. No ballast resistor 
is required. $110.00 each. Please add $10.00 for shipping via priority mail. Randy Rundle, Fifth Avenue Antique 
Auto Part, 415 Court Street, Clay Center, KS 67432. phone 785-632-3450.  fifthaveinternetgarage.com

L&S Speeder Repair and Restoration heatmor@itctel.com 17504 438th Ave., Henry, SD  57243 phone (605)532-
3470.  Custom motorcar trailers - will build to your specifications.

Dave Myers at: dave@redspeeder.com or 928-380-7056  MT-19 Temporary Axle splint.  Fairmont transmission 
sprockets, and special sprockets of interest when re-powering a car with non Onan engines.

Tom Phair tom@phairs.net phone (925) 820-4159 Complete line of the David Clark Company Intercom systems 
and railroad type Motorola Radios; new double chain sprocket kits, large inventory of NOS Fairmont parts.  Some 
motorcars for sale.

Fairmont OEM seats.  These are the original seats manufactured for Fairmont U.S. cars. They have a black, fold-
ing tubular frame with walnut Naugahyde vinyl and dual density foam.  We also have a few upholstered in Black 
Rogue II Naugahyde. They are the most comfortable seat you will ever find.  $209.95 plus UPS or USPS shipping.  
Also available are seat backs, (@$84.95) and seat cushions (@$99.95) and seat frames (@$117.00.)  I also carry 
Fairmont Transmission clutch parts (Pressure plates, clutch disks, bearings, etc.)  Call: Clinton Andrews (313) 
822-2000 or e-mail me:             ClintonAndrews@comcast.net.

NARCOA does not guarantee, certify or warrant that any mechanical equipment, modification, solution or device described in articles or advertise-
ments in The SETOFF are safe or suitable for any member’s needs or purposes.  Technical articles and product reviews are provided for member’s 

consideration only.  Readers are advised to do their own due diligence to determine the safety and suitability of any such equipment, modification, 
solution, or device for their purposes, and are advised to seek outside expert advice.
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    If you were on the Vermont run on July 13/14 2019 you would have been treated to wonderful 
scenery, great accommodations, and a well-organized smooth running trip. The ride from White River 
Junction to Newport had great weather both days.

    As a woman motorcar operator I know there is a very small group of women who operate motorcars. 
It is rare to have many women operators on any excursion. Most women are wives of operators, but there 
is an even smaller group of women that are motorcar owners and operators.   

     Those observant among you on the Vermont run in July may have also noticed a very rare sight. 
There were three motorcars with women operators that operated the whole run. (Sorry if I have missed 
anyone else in the group of 50 cars)  Not only were there three, but all three motorcars were in a row. 

-Eileen Shrey – operating the red MT19 car owned by Gary and Eileen Shrey
-Barbara Mottola – operating her Taxi  MT19 car owned by Al and Barb Mottola
-Roberta Ness – operating her B & O MT19 car.
      I want to thank the NARCOA members for making women operators feel welcome. I have found 

conversation easy, and that most motorcar operators are very supportive and helpful.  In order to keep 
this hobby alive NARCOA as a group needs to attract, mentor and support new and diverse operators.  If 
we, the small group of women operators, can help show that this hobby welcomes anyone and everyone 
into NARCOA and the local organizations, then we are glad to do that.

 Ladies Trio in Vermont
By Roberta Ness

Photo by Ernest Buyok
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We are always looking for ways to promote NARCOA; here are two perspectives and photos from 
one event.  Look for opportunities in your area to do your part to help us grow.

Every year, for the last 12 years, on the first Saturday in May, this event is held at the Toledo Amtrak 
Station. It is sponsored by the Toledo/Lucas County Port Authority.  Many thousands of people (estimates 
were from 6000 to 8000) visited the former NYC depot in 
downtown Toledo.  There they found vendors, model railroad 
layouts, other train related displays, and FREE motorcar 
rides.  Phil Linne is our organizer; he’s been doing this since 
2008.   We operate on tracks formerly used for sleepers, and 
other NYC passenger cars.  These rails are now disconnect-
ed/isolated from the mains, with only about a 1/3 mile in 
length.   So, our trips are short, but long enough to give ev-
eryone a bit of a thrill.  Operators included: Phil, Brian Da-
vis, Terry Crumrine, Harry Brumbaugh, John Harding and me.  
This year, we gave rides to over 600 people, including many children.  Everyone (or their adult/parent/
guardian) signed the NARCOA Hold Harmless/Waiver.  Helping with the paperwork were: and Phil’s 
wife Tharen, Terry’s wife, and my friend, Margaret VanWaning.  Smiles abounded all around, with many 
new friends made, and old ones reacquainted.   

Chuck White  

 Giving rides is always fun.  You meet new people 
who have different stories to tell  and share.  We like a 
good laugh; we are here to have fun and learn.  I talk 
about our speeders and they tell me about an ancestor 
that worked for the railroad back in the day. The vari-
ety of backgrounds of our passengers makes for inter-
esting stories.  The grandpa who is out with his grand-
son, each having their first ride.  A new experience for 
both of them and the two generations had fun.  Ordi-
nary people have a new experience.  One family were 
naturalized citizens with degrees in organic chemistry, 
way over my head. They had lots of questions about 
the more technical parts of operating a car.  Maybe a 
new member for our group.  

I had fun with the riders, always do; looking forward 
to next year’s crowd.  

Terry Crumrine

Toledo train day 
By Chuck White and Terry Crumrine

Brian Davis and company

John Harding with a family of new friends

Chuck White with a couple of happy riders


